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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDEARING WORLD OF THE
TWEENIES

the skilled performers who voiced and puppeteered the
characters. Understanding who plays the Tweenies characters
gives us a deeper appreciation for the artistry involved in
children's television.

For a generation of children growing up in the late 1990s and
early 2000s, the Tweenies were more than just characters on a
screen—they were friends. With their brightly coloured faces,
distinctive personalities, and catchy songs, Bella, Fizz, Milo, and
Jake became household names. But behind the costumes and
puppets were talented performers who brought these beloved
characters to life. If you have ever found yourself wondering
exactly who plays the Tweenies characters, you are not alone.
The show captured hearts across the globe, and the individuals
behind the scenes were instrumental in creating its enduring
magic.

The Tweenies first aired on BBC One in 1999 and continued until
2003, with repeats airing for many years afterward. Set in a
colourful playgroup environment, the show followed the daily
adventures of four pre-school aged characters and their two adult
guardians, Max and Judy. The programme was praised for its
educational content, gentle humour, and ability to engage very
young audiences. However, the true secret to its success lay in

THE MAIN TWEENIES: VOICE AND PUPPET
PERFORMERS

Each Tweenie was a combination of a voice actor and a
puppeteer, though in many cases, the same person performed
both roles. The performers worked tirelessly to ensure that the
characters felt spontaneous, warm, and relatable. Let us take a
closer look at each character and the talented individuals who
portrayed them.

Bella: The Confident and
Caring Leader

Bella, easily recognised by her red spots and confident
demeanour, was the natural leader of the group. She was
sensible, caring, and always ready to help her friends. The
performer behind Bella was Emma Weaver. Emma provided
both the voice and the puppeteering for Bella throughout the
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entire run of the show. Her performance gave Bella a wonderfully
warm and reassuring tone, which made the character a favourite
among viewers. Emma Weaver's ability to convey emotion
through the puppet was remarkable, and she brought a genuine
sense of authority and kindness to the role. When people ask who
plays the Tweenies characters, Bella is often the first one that
comes to mind, and Emma Weaver's contribution is a major
reason why.

Fizz: The Energetic and
Imaginative Star

Fizz, with her bright orange spots and boundless energy, was the
creative and sometimes chaotic member of the group. She loved
music, dancing, and using her vivid imagination. The performer
responsible for Fizz was Colleen Daley. Like Emma Weaver,
Colleen Daley both voiced and puppeteered the character. She
infused Fizz with a sense of fun and unpredictability that made
every scene she was in feel alive. Fizz's high-pitched voice and
infectious laughter were signature elements of the show, and
Colleen Daley's performance was central to creating that energy.
Colleen's work is a perfect example of how a performer can make
a puppet feel like a real, spontaneous child.

Milo: The Gentle and
Thoughtful Friend

Milo, distinguished by his green spots and slightly more reserved
personality, was the thinker of the group. He was gentle, curious,
and often approached problems with careful consideration. The
performer behind Milo was Curtis Lashley. Curtis provided the
voice for Milo and also operated the puppet. His performance
gave Milo a sweet, slightly hesitant quality that endeared him to
audiences. Milo's gentle nature was a lovely counterbalance to
Fizz's exuberance and Bella's confidence, and Curtis Lashley's
nuanced portrayal made the character feel incredibly real. When
discussing who plays the Tweenies characters, Milo's unique
personality stands out, and Curtis Lashley deserves significant
credit for that.

Jake: The Cheeky and
Playful Little Brother

Jake, with his blue spots and mischievous grin, was the youngest
and most playful of the Tweenies. He was cheeky, curious, and
always getting into harmless scrapes. The performer who brought
Jake to life was Bob Golding. Bob Golding voiced and
puppeteered Jake, giving the character a wonderfully cheeky yet
lovable quality. Jake's infectious giggle and playful antics were a
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staple of the show, and Bob Golding's performance captured the
essence of a playful toddler perfectly. His work was crucial in
making Jake feel like the adorable little brother that everyone
loved.

HUMAN CHARACTERS AND THEIR PERFORMERS

Of course, the Tweenies did not exist in a vacuum. The show also
featured two human adult characters who acted as caregivers
and guides. These roles were played by human actors, not
puppets, and they were equally important to the show's dynamic.

Max: The Fun-Loving and
Musical Male Guardian

Max was the male guardian figure in the playgroup. He was
musical, playful, and always ready to join in with the Tweenies'
games. Max was played by actor Mark Down. Mark Down
brought a wonderful sense of warmth and gentle humour to the
role. He often played the guitar and led the group in songs,
making him a central figure in the show's musical numbers. His
interactions with the Tweenies felt natural and affectionate, and
he helped ground the show in a sense of real-world care. Mark
Down's performance was a key part of what made the show feel
like a safe and happy place.

Judy: The Nurturing and
Creative Female Guardian

Judy was the female guardian, often taking on the role of the
more organised and nurturing presence. She was creative,
patient, and always encouraging the Tweenies to explore and
learn. Judy was played by actress Jenny Hutchinson. Jenny
Hutchinson brought a calm and reassuring presence to the show.
She was adept at guiding the Tweenies through their various
problems and adventures, always with a kind word or a helpful
suggestion. Her chemistry with Mark Down, as well as with the
puppet characters, was excellent, and she helped create the
warm, family-like atmosphere that defined the programme.

BEHIND THE SCENES: THE ART OF PUPPETEERING
AND VOICE ACTING

To fully appreciate who plays the Tweenies characters, it is
important to understand the technical and artistic skill involved.
The show used a combination of live-action puppetry and voice
acting, often performed simultaneously by the same person. This
required immense physical and vocal coordination. The
performers had to operate the puppets' mouths, heads, and
sometimes arms, while also delivering lines with the appropriate
emotion and timing. This is far more difficult than it looks, and
the performances in the Tweenies are a testament to the skill of
the cast.



FREQUBNTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT MHEd into the
background, allowing the colourful puppets to take centre stage.
They had to rely on monitors and direction from the floor
manager to see what the cameras were capturing. The voice
work also had to be consistently bright, clear, and engaging,
holding the attention of a very young audience. The performers in
the Tweenies were masters of this craft, and their dedication is
why the characters felt so alive and genuine.

THE LEGACY OF THE TWEENIES CAST

The performers who played the Tweenies characters have left a
lasting legacy. For many children, these were the voices and
movements that soundtracked their early years. The show has
been remembered fondly by those who grew up watching it, and
it continues to be discovered by new generations through
streaming services and DVDs. The fact that the original cast
stayed with the show for its entire run contributed to the
consistency and quality of the performances.

After the show ended, the actors moved on to other projects, but
their work on the Tweenies remains a highlight of their careers.
Emma Weaver, Colleen Daley, Curtis Lashley, and Bob Golding
created characters that were not just entertaining but also
genuinely educational and emotionally supportive. They helped
teach a generation about friendship, problem-solving, creativity,
and empathy. Mark Down and Jenny Hutchinson provided the
steady, reassuring adult presence that made the world of the
Tweenies feel complete and safe.

TWEENIES CAST

Over the years, fans have been curious about various aspects of
the cast. Here are some common questions and answers that
shed further light on who plays the Tweenies characters.

Were the same performers
used throughout the entire
series?

Yes, for the most part. The main voice and puppet
performers—Emma Weaver, Colleen Daley, Curtis Lashley, and
Bob Golding—remained with the show for its entire original run
from 1999 to 2003. This consistency was important for
maintaining the characters' voices and personalities. Mark Down
and Jenny Hutchinson also remained as the human leads
throughout the series.

Did the performers only do
voice work, or did they also
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operate the puppets?

In most cases, the voice actors also operated the puppets
themselves. This was a deliberate choice that allowed for a more
integrated and spontaneous performance. The actor could time
the puppet's movements and mouth actions perfectly with their
voice, creating a more believable character. This dual role is one
of the most impressive aspects of the show's production.

Why are the performers not
more widely known?

Children's television performers often remain behind the scenes,
and this was very much the case with the Tweenies. The focus of
the show was always on the characters themselves, not the
actors behind them. The performers were happy to let the
puppets be the stars. Additionally, many of the actors continued
to work in puppetry and voice acting, fields that do not always
attract mainstream celebrity attention. However, among fans of
the show and within the industry, they are highly respected.

What happened to the cast

after the show ended?

The cast members pursued various paths after the Tweenies
concluded. Some continued with puppetry and voice work in
other children's programmes. Others moved into theatre,
education, or different areas of performance. While they are not
always in the public eye, their contribution to the show is fondly
remembered by the millions of people who grew up watching the
Tweenies.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PERFORMERS IN
CHILDREN'S TELEVISION

It is easy to underestimate the importance of the performers in a
show like the Tweenies. The characters are simple in design, and
the stories are gentle and uncomplicated. However, the success
of the show hinged entirely on the quality of the performances.
Without skilled actors who could bring genuine emotion and
personality to the puppets, the show would have fallen flat. The
performers had to be able to communicate complex emotions like
sadness, joy, frustration, and excitement through a foam and
fabric puppet. They had to do this while singing, dancing, and
interacting with other puppets and human actors. It is a
demanding skill, and the cast of the Tweenies executed it
flawlessly.

When we ask who plays the Tweenies characters, we are really
asking who was responsible for the magic that made the show so
special. The answer is a group of extraordinarily talented



performers who dedicated themselves to creating a world of time, and the characters they created remain as beloved today
wonder for pre-school children. Their work has stood the test of as they were two decades ago.
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