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INTRODUCTION:
WHY DRAWING
HORSES IS EASIER
THAN YOU THINK

Have you ever  looked
at  a  beautiful  horse
and  felt  the  urge  to
sketch  it,  only  to  find
yourself  staring  at  a
blank  page,  unsure
where  to  begin?  You
are  not  alone.  Horses
are  one  of  the  most
beloved  subjects  for
aspiring  artists,  yet
their elegant, powerful
f o r m s  c a n  s e e m
intimidating  to  draw.
The good news is that
learning how to draw

horses step by step
e a s y  i s  e n t i r e l y
possible  if  you  break
the process down into
simple,  manageable
stages.  Whether  you
are picking up a pencil
for  the  first  time  or
looking  to  refine  your
sketching  skills,  this
guide  is  designed  to
he lp  you  c reate  a
recognizable  horse
without  frustration.
Drawing a  horse does
not  require  natural-
born talent. It requires
observation,  patience,
and  a  willingness  to
start with basic shapes.
In  this  comprehensive
article,  we  will  walk
through each stage of
drawing a horse, from
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s imple  geometr ic
foundations  to  the
finishing  details  that
bring  your  artwork  to
life.  By  the  end,  you
w i l l  h a v e  a  c l e a r
roadmap for drawing a
h o r s e  t h a t  l o o k s
g r a c e f u l  a n d
proportioned.  Let  us
begin your journey into
equ ine  a r t  w i th  a
method  that  is  both
simple and effective.

WHY HORSES ARE
CHALLENGING TO
DRAW (AND HOW
TO OVERCOME IT)

Before we dive into the
steps,  let  us  address
why  horses  can  feel
difficult.  Horses  have
long,  slender  legs,  a
deep  chest,  a  curved
neck,  and  a  relatively
smal l  head.  The i r
proportions are unique,
and  ge t t ing  them
wrong  can  make  a
horse  look  cartoonish
or stiff. Many beginners

make  the  mistake  of
try ing  to  draw  the
outline  first,  which
leads  to  frustration
when  the  body  parts
do not align.
The solution is to think
of  a  horse  not  as  a
single  complex object,
but  as  a  collection  of
s imple  shapes.  By
using  circles,  ovals,
and lines, you can map
o u t  t h e  p o s e  a n d
proportions  before
adding  any  details.
This  approach  is  the
foundation  of  learning
how to draw horses
step  by  step  easy.
Once you see the horse
as  a  puzzle  made  of
b a s i c  p a r t s ,  t h e
process  becomes  far
less  daunting.

WHAT YOU WILL
NEED TO GET
STARTED

Y o u  d o  n o t  n e e d
expensive  supplies  to



How To Draw Horses Step By Step Easy 3

3

follow this guide. Here
i s  a  s imp le  l i s t  o f
materials that will help
you practice:

A pencil
(preferably a
medium-soft lead
like HB or 2B for
sketching)
Paper (any
sketch paper or
even printer
paper works fine)
An eraser (a
kneaded eraser
is great for
lightening lines)
A sharpener
Optional: a
reference photo
of a horse in side
profile (this is
very helpful for
beginners)

With these basic tools,
you are ready to start.
Remember, the goal is
p r o g r e s s ,  n o t
perfection. Each sketch
w i l l  t e a c h  y o u
something  new.

STEP 1: BREAK
THE HORSE DOWN
INTO BASIC
SHAPES

The  first  and  most
important  step  when
learning how to draw
horses step by step
easy is to forget about
details  like  hair  and
hooves.  Instead,  focus
entirely  on  shapes.
Draw  lightly  so  that
you  can  easily  erase
and adjust later.
Start  by  sketching  a
large  oval  or  circle
near the center of your
p a g e .  T h i s  w i l l
represent  the  horse’s
ribcage or barrel. Next,
draw  a  smaller  circle
slightly  to  the left  (or
right, depending on the
direction  your  horse
w i l l  f a c e )  f o r  t h e
hindquarters.  Connect
these two shapes with
two gentle curved lines
to  form the belly  and
the  back.  You  should
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now have a basic body
s h a p e  t h a t  l o o k s
something  like  a  long
bean.
Now,  add  a  smaller
circle  for  the  chest,
placed near the front of
the large oval. For the
head, draw a medium-
sized oval or a rounded
t r i a n g l e  s h a p e
extending forward and
slightly  downward.
Connect  the  head  to
the  chest  with  two
curved  lines  to  form
the  neck.  The  neck
should be thick at the
base and taper toward
the head.
At  this  stage,  your
drawing  may  look
nothing  like  a  horse,
and that is completely
fine.  These  shapes  are
your  blueprint.  They
ensure  that  al l  the
body parts  are  in  the
right place before you
commit to darker lines.

STEP 2: SKETCH
THE BASIC LEG
LINES

Horses  have  long,
s lender  l egs  w i th
distinct joints. To draw
them accurately,  start
by  sketching  simple
lines that  indicate the
leg direction. From the
chest area, draw a line
angling slightly forward
for the front leg. From
the ribcage oval, draw
another  line  for  the
second  f ron t  l eg .
Repeat this for the hind
legs,  drawing  lines
from  the  hindquarters
circle.
At  this  point,  do  not
worry about hooves or
muscle shapes. Just get
the angles and lengths
right. A helpful tip is to
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a
horse’s  front  legs  are
straight  when  viewed
from  the  side,  while
the  hind  legs  have  a
noticeable bend at the
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hock  (the  joint  that
sticks backward). Keep
your strokes light  and
loose. This is a stage of
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  n o t
finality.

STEP 3: CONNECT
THE SHAPES AND
REFINE THE
SILHOUETTE

Once  you  are  happy
with the placement of
your  shapes  and  leg
l ines ,  i t  i s  t ime  to
connect  everything
i n t o  a  s m o o t h
silhouette.  Begin  by
drawing  a  curved  line
from  the  head  down
the  neck,  across  the
chest,  and  along  the
b e l l y  t o  t h e
hindquarters.  Then
draw the top line from
the  head,  along  the
neck,  over  the  back,
and  down  to  the  tail
area.
Pay  attention  to  the
natural  curves  of  a

horse. The back should
have a gentle dip, the
bel ly  should  curve
inward,  and  the  neck
should  arch  slightly.
Using  your  reference
photo,  try  to  capture
the  overall  outl ine
without  adding  any
internal  details  yet.  If
something  looks  off,
erase and adjust  your
base  shapes.  This  is
the beauty of  working
with simple forms; you
can  correct  mistakes
early  without  ruining
your  paper.
Now, add thickness to
your  leg  lines.  Horses
have  muscular  thighs
and  forearms,  so  do
not draw legs that are
stick-thin. Use ovals to
flesh  out  the  upper
parts of  the legs,  and
narrower rectangles or
l ines  for  the  lower
parts. Add small circles
fo r  the  knees  and
hocks.  Your  horse  is
starting to take shape.
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STEP 4: DRAW THE
HEAD AND FACIAL
FEATURES

The head of a horse is
o n e  o f  i t s  m o s t
expressive  features,
and it can be tricky to
get right. The key is to
keep  it  simple.  Start
with  the  basic  shape
you already have. The
horse’s face has a long
m u z z l e ,  a  w i d e
forehead, and a strong
jawline.  Sketch  the
muzzle  as  a  rounded
rectangle  at  the  front
of the head oval. Add a
small  circle  for  the
nostril  and  a  curved
line for the mouth.
For  the  eye,  draw  a
small  almond  shape
positioned  high  and
slightly  back  on  the
head. Do not make the
eye  too  large;  horse
eyes  are  relatively
small  compared  to
their head size. Add a
gentle curve above the

eye for the brow. Ears
are  simple  triangles
that point upward and
slightly  backward.
Place  them on  top  of
t h e  h e a d ,  c l o s e
together.
If  you  are  following
how to draw horses
step  by  step  easy,
focus  on  getting  the
proportions right rather
than adding shading or
details at this stage. A
well-placed  eye  and
ear  can  make  your
horse  look  alert  and
alive.

STEP 5: ADD THE
MANE AND TAIL

The mane and tail add
m o v e m e n t  a n d
personality  to  your
horse.  They  are  also
fo rg iv ing  to  d raw
because  they  are  not
rigid in shape. For the
mane, draw a series of
curved, wavy lines that
flow from the top of the
head, down the back of
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t h e  n e c k ,  t o  t h e
shoulders. Do not draw
ind i v i dua l  ha i r s ;
instead,  suggest  the
mass of the mane with
a  f e w  s w e e p i n g
strokes.
The tail should extend
from  the  top  of  the
hindquarters.  Draw  it
as a flowing shape that
hangs down or streams
out  behind  the  horse,
depending on the pose
you have chosen. Keep
the  l ines  loose  and
natural.  Think  of  the
m a n e  a n d  t a i l  a s
a c c e n t s  t h a t
complement  the  solid
structure  you  have
built.

STEP 6: REFINE
THE LEGS AND
ADD HOOVES

Now  that  the  main
body is complete, it is
time  to  focus  on  the
l e g s .  U s e  y o u r
reference to adjust the

thickness  and  angles.
The  front  legs  should
appear  straight  and
column-like,  while  the
h i n d  l e g s  h a v e  a
distinctive  bend.  Add
the  joints  by  drawing
small circles or ovals at
the  knees  and  hocks.
This will make the legs
look anatomical rather
than like tubes.
For the hooves, draw a
smal l  trapezoid  or
rounded  rectangle  at
the bottom of each leg.
The  hoof  should  be
slightly wider than the
leg  above  it .  Add  a
subtle line to separate
the hoof from the leg.
Again,  keep it  simple.
Details like hoof cracks
or shoes can be added
later if you wish.

STEP 7: ERASE
GUIDE LINES AND
ADD FINAL
DETAILS

Once  you  are  satisfied
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w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l
structure, gently erase
the  guide  lines  and
circles you drew in the
first  steps.  Be  careful
not  to  erase  your  final
lines.  You  should  now
have  a  clean  drawing
of a horse. This is the
moment  to  add  fine
details  that  give  your
horse character.
Consider adding:

A slight shadow
under the belly
or neck to
suggest volume
A few lines on
the legs to
indicate muscles
or tendons
Texture to the
mane and tail
with a few extra
strokes
A highlight in the
eye to make it
look glossy

Remember,  less  is
often more. A few well-
placed details are more

effective  than
o v e r w o r k i n g  t h e
drawing. Step back and
look at your work. Does
it capture the essence
of a horse? If yes, you
have succeeded. If not,
take note of what feels
off  and  try  again  on  a
fresh  sheet  of  paper.

COMMON
MISTAKES
BEGINNERS MAKE
(AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM)

Even  when  following
how to draw horses
step  by  step  easy,
beginners  often  fall
into  the  same  traps.
Being  aware  of  these
can save you time and
frustration.

Drawing the
head too small:
A horse’s head is
larger than you
think. Compare
its size to the
chest and neck in
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your reference.
Making the
neck too thin:
Horses have
powerful,
muscular necks.
A thin neck will
make your horse
look weak.
Placing legs
incorrectly: The
front legs
support the
chest, and the
hind legs support
the quarters. If
the legs are
placed too far
forward or
backward, the
horse will look
unbalanced.
Overcomplicati
ng early
stages: Stick to
simple shapes
until you are
confident. Resist
the urge to add
details too soon.

By  keep ing  these
pitfalls  in  mind,  you

can  approach  each
step  with  awareness
and  improve  w i th
every  drawing.

PRACTICE MAKES
PROGRESS: HOW
TO KEEP
IMPROVING

Drawing  a  horse  is  a
skill that develops over
t ime.  The  method
outlined  above  is  a
starting point,  but the
more you practice, the
more  intuitive  it  will
become.  Here  are
some  ways  to  keep
growing:

Draw from life1.
or photos: Use
real images as
references rather
than relying on
memory. Notice
how horses
stand, move, and
rest.
Focus on2.
different
poses: Once you
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master the side
profile, try
drawing a horse
walking, trotting,
or grazing. Each
pose offers new
challenges and
learning
opportunities.
Study anatomy3.
lightly: You do
not need to
become a
veterinarian, but
understanding
the basic
skeleton and
muscle groups
will improve your
drawings
significantly.
Keep a4.
sketchbook:
Dedicate a few
pages to horse
sketches. Do not
aim for
perfection. Aim
for consistent
practice.
Share and ask5.
for feedback:

Show your
drawings to
friends or online
art communities.
Fresh eyes can
spot things you
might miss.

Remember  that  every
a r t i s t  was  once  a
b e g i n n e r .  T h e
difference  between
those who improve and
those  who  s ta l l  i s
simply  the  willingness
to keep drawing, even
when  the  results  are
not what you hoped.

BONUS: DRAWING
A HORSE IN A
SIMPLE STANDING
POSE

T o  h e l p  y o u  p u t
everything  together,
here is a quick recap of
the  sequence  for  a
simple  standing  horse
profile.  Use  this  as  a
checklist  when  you
draw:
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Draw a large oval1. for


