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UNLOCKING THE WORLD OF DEMIGODS: WHAT IS THE
FIRST OF PERCY JACKSON?

Stepping  into  the  world  of  modern  mythology  can  feel
overwhelming,  especially  with  the  massive  popularity  of  Rick
Riordan's universe. For newcomers and curious readers alike, the
most common question is simple yet essential: what is the first
of  Percy  Jackson?  The  answer  is  The  Lightning  Thief,  the
groundbreaking novel that launched the Percy Jackson & the
Olympians series and introduced millions of readers to a young
demigod who would become a literary icon. But knowing the title
is  just  the  beginning.  This  article  dives  deep  into  the  first  book,
exploring  its  plot,  characters,  themes,  and  why  it  remains  a
cornerstone of modern young adult fantasy literature.

The Definitive Answer: The
Lightning Thief
When  someone  asks  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson,  the
straightforward answer is Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The

Lightning Thief, published in 2005 by Disney-Hyperion. This is the
book  that  started  it  all,  introducing  the  core  characters,  the
central  conflicts,  and  the  unique  blend  of  Greek  mythology  and
contemporary American life that defines the series. It is important
to distinguish this  from the Percy Jackson and the Olympians
series itself, which consists of five books, with The Lightning Thief
being  the  first  installment.  Later  series,  such  as  The  Heroes  of
Olympus  and The Trials  of  Apollo,  continue the story but are
separate entry points.

A Detailed Look at the Plot
of The Lightning Thief
Understanding  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson  requires  a
solid  grasp  of  its  plot,  which  masterfully  sets  up  a  larger
mythological  universe.  The story follows twelve-year-old Percy
Jackson, a dyslexic and ADHD-diagnosed boy who has always felt
like an outcast. He has been expelled from multiple schools, and
his life is a series of strange, unexplainable events.
The narrative kicks into high gear during a school field trip to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. When his pre-algebra teacher, Mrs.
Dodds, transforms into a Fury (a creature from Greek mythology)
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and attacks him, Percy’s world is shattered. His favorite teacher,
Mr.  Brunner,  tosses  him a pen that  transforms into  a  sword,
allowing Percy to defeat the monster. However, everyone except
his best friend, Grover Underwood, has no memory of Mrs. Dodds
ever existing.
This  event  sets  off  a  chain  reaction  leading  Percy,  his  mother
Sally, and Grover (revealed to be a satyr) to flee to a safe haven:
Camp Half-Blood. On the way, they are attacked by the Minotaur,
resulting  in  Percy's  mother  being  seemingly  taken  to  the
Underworld. Percy manages to defeat the Minotaur and arrives at
camp, where he learns the truth: he is a demigod, the son of one
of the Greek gods.
The  central  conflict  of  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson
emerges when Percy is claimed by Poseidon, the god of the sea,
earthquakes, and horses. This is a monumental event because
the three eldest gods—Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades—have sworn
an  oath  not  to  have  any  more  demigod  children.  Percy's
existence is a violation of this pact, and he is immediately thrust
into a world of political intrigue. Zeus's master lightning bolt has
been stolen, and he believes Poseidon used Percy as the thief. To
prevent a devastating war among the gods,  Percy is  given a
quest: retrieve the lightning bolt from the Underworld and return
it to Zeus before the summer solstice, just ten days away.
Accompanied  by  his  friends  Annabeth  Chase,  a  daughter  of
Athena and a  brilliant  strategist,  and  Grover  Underwood,  the
satyr  who  is  desperately  trying  to  find  a  way  to  earn  his
searcher's  license,  Percy embarks on a cross-country journey.
Their  quest  takes  them from New York  City  to  Los  Angeles,

encountering a host of mythological monsters and gods along the
way, including Medusa, the Chimera, Crusty the waterbed-owning
giant, and Ares, the god of war himself. The climax of the book
takes place in the Underworld, where Percy confronts Hades and
discovers a shocking twist: the true thief is not a god but a Titan
named Kronos, who is using Luke Castellan, a fellow demigod
from Camp Half-Blood, as his pawn.

Key Characters Introduced
in the First Book
To  fully  appreciate  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson,  one
must understand its unforgettable cast of characters. These are
not just names on a page; they are the foundation upon which an
entire literary empire is built.

Percy Jackson: The protagonist. He is impulsive, loyal, and
sarcastic. His defining trait is his loyalty to his friends and
family, which often puts him in dangerous situations. He
struggles with dyslexia and ADHD, which are revealed to be
side effects of his demigod brain being "hardwired" for
Ancient Greek and battlefield instincts.
Annabeth Chase: A daughter of Athena and a seasoned
demigod who has been at Camp Half-Blood for years. She is
intelligent, ambitious, and driven by a desire for knowledge
and recognition. She becomes Percy’s closest friend and,
later, love interest.
Grover Underwood: A satyr, half-man and half-goat, who
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has been assigned to protect Percy for years. He is kind,
nervous, and deeply committed to his mission of finding
demigods and protecting nature. His personal quest is to
find the lost god Pan.
Luke Castellan: A son of Hermes and a charismatic, older
demigod at camp. He serves as a mentor to Percy initially
but is later revealed to be the primary antagonist working
for Kronos. His betrayal is the emotional core of the first
book.
Chiron: The activities director at Camp Half-Blood, a wise
centaur who trained ancient Greek heroes like Hercules and
Achilles. He is Percy’s mentor and a figure of immense
knowledge and patience.
Percy's Mother, Sally Jackson: A human woman who has
endured a difficult life to protect her son. She is a symbol of
unconditional love and sacrifice, and her relationship with
Percy is the emotional anchor of the series.

The Core Themes and
Mythology in the First Book
Beyond the action-packed plot and relatable characters, what is
the  first  of  Percy  Jackson  is  deeply  rooted  in  classical
mythology  and  explores  profound  themes  that  resonate  with
readers of all ages.

MODERNIZING ANCIENT MYTHS

Riordan's genius lies in his ability to transplant Greek gods and
monsters  into  modern-day America.  The gods are not  distant
figures  on  Mount  Olympus;  they  are  powerful,  flawed  beings
living in the Empire State Building. The Underworld is located in a
recording  studio  in  Los  Angeles.  Monsters  like  Medusa  are
reimagined as shopkeepers and roadside attractions. This clever
juxtaposition makes the ancient stories feel fresh, accessible, and
incredibly fun.

IDENTITY AND BELONGING

The  central  theme  of  The  Lightning  Thief  is  the  search  for
identity. Percy has always felt like a misfit, and his discovery that
he is a demigod explains his struggles. Camp Half-Blood is the
first place he truly belongs. The novel powerfully explores what it
means to be different and how that difference can be a source of
strength, not weakness. This theme is a major reason why the
series resonated so strongly with young readers who often feel
like outsiders themselves.

LOYALTY, BETRAYAL, AND CHOICE

The book is a study in contrasts between loyalty and betrayal.
Percy's loyalty to his friends is his greatest asset, enabling him to
overcome seemingly impossible challenges. In direct opposition,
Luke's  betrayal  of  Camp Half-Blood is  a  tragic  act  driven  by
resentment  and  a  desire  for  a  different  world  order.  The  novel
forces  characters  to  make  difficult  choices,  and  these  choices
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define  who  they  are.  The  prophecy  that  governs  Percy's  quest
emphasizes this: "You shall go west, and face the god who has
turned." The "god who has turned" is ultimately a metaphor for
the choice between good and evil  that  every character  must
make.

Why The Lightning Thief is
the Perfect Starting Point
For anyone wondering what is the first of Percy Jackson  and
whether it is worth reading, the answer is a resounding yes. This
book is a masterclass in starting a series. It introduces the world
in a way that is not overwhelming, using Percy's own confusion as
the  reader's  guide.  The  first-person  narrative,  with  Percy's  witty
and relatable voice, immediately draws the reader in. The pacing
is excellent, blending fast-paced action with moments of genuine
character development and emotional depth. The book is also
remarkably self-contained. While it obviously sets up the rest of
the series, it also has a satisfying beginning, middle, and end,
with a clear resolution to its central mystery.

How the First Book Has
Influenced Pop Culture
The  impact  of  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson  cannot  be
overstated. Since its publication, the book has sold millions of

copies worldwide, spent years on the New York Times bestseller
list, and been translated into dozens of languages. Its success
spawned an entire franchise, including a film adaptation (though
not entirely faithful to the source material), a critically acclaimed
Disney+ television series that premiered in 2023, graphic novels,
and spin-off series that expanded the universe to include Roman,
Egyptian, and Norse mythology. The Percy Jackson series is often
credited  with  reviving  interest  in  mythology  among  a  new
generation of readers and is frequently compared to the Harry
Potter series in terms of its cultural influence.

Dispelling Common
Misconceptions
When  researching  what  is  the  first  of  Percy  Jackson,  some
confusion  can  arise.

Is it the first book of the series? Yes, The Lightning
Thief is the first book in the Percy Jackson & the Olympians
series, which contains five books.
Is it the first book in the entire universe? Yes, it is the
chronological and publication starting point for Rick
Riordan's "Riordanverse."
Should I read it before the other series? Absolutely.
While you could theoretically start with The Heroes of
Olympus, doing so would spoil major events from the first
series and leave you confused about character
relationships and world-building.
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Is the first book a movie or a TV show? The book was
adapted into a film in 2010, but the more faithful
adaptation is the Disney+ television series, which
premiered in late 2023 and covers the events of The
Lightning Thief over eight episodes.

Conclusion
Understanding what is the first of Percy Jackson is the key to

unlocking one of  the most beloved and influential  fantasy series
of the 21st century. The Lightning Thief  is  more than just an
exciting  adventure;  it  is  a  story  about  finding  your  place  in  the
world, the power of friendship, and the courage to face your own
destiny. With its perfect blend of humor, heart, and high-stakes
mythology,  the  first  Percy  Jackson  book  has  captivated  readers
for nearly two decades and continues to welcome new fans into
its world. If you are ready to answer the call of adventure, this is
where  your  journey  begins.  Pick  up  The  Lightning  Thief  and
discover why the gods have never been this entertaining.


