Lum And Abner Radio Show 1

Lum And Abner Radio Show

Downloaded from everybodystreet.com
by Houston & Perkins

Lum And Abner Radio Show

THE ENDURING CHARM OF THE LUM AND ABNER
RADIO SHOW: A JOURNEY INTO AMERICANA

In the golden age of radio, before television dominated the living
room, families would gather around the glowing vacuum tubes to
be transported to other worlds. Among the slapstick comedies,
the crime dramas, and the variety shows, there existed a quiet,
unassuming program that captured the gentle humor of rural
America. The Lum And Abner Radio Show was more than just
a comedy; it was a cultural touchstone that documented the life,
language, and values of the American South during the mid-20th
century. For over two decades, this program charmed millions of
listeners with its slow-paced wit, memorable characters, and the
heartwarming friendship between two men trying to make a
living in the fictional town of Pine Ridge, Arkansas.

To understand the significance of the Lum And Abner Radio
Show, one must step back into the 1930s. The nation was in the
grip of the Great Depression, and audiences craved comfort. The
show, which debuted in 1931, offered a gentle escape. Unlike the
frantic energy of some contemporaneous comedies, Lum and
Abner relied on a different kind of humor: the humorous

confusion of small-town business dealings, the exaggerated tall
tales, and the genuine affection between its two main characters.
It was a phenomenon that lasted until 1954, leaving behind a
legacy of over 3,600 episodes.

The Genesis of a Radio
Legend

The story of the Lum And Abner Radio Show begins not in a
corporate boardroom, but in the imaginations of two young men
from Arkansas: Chester Lauck and Norris Goff. Real-life friends
from the small town of Mena, Arkansas, Lauck and Goff had been
performing comedy sketches for local audiences since their
youth. They created the personas of Lum Edwards and Abner
Peabody, drawing inspiration from the everyday characters they
knew in the Ouachita Mountains.

Chester Lauck played Lum Edwards, the slightly more
sophisticated, scheming, and verbose half of the duo. Lum was
the idea man, always dreaming up get-rich-quick schemes that
inevitably went awry. Norris Goff played Abner Peabody, the
slower-witted, kind-hearted, and literal-minded partner. Abner
was the perfect foil for Lum’s fast-talking plans, often bringing
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the logic back down to earth with a thud. The chemistry between
these two actors was palpable, built on a lifetime of friendship
and a deep understanding of the regional dialect and humor they
were portraying.

The show originally aired on KTHS in Hot Springs, Arkansas,
before being picked up by NBC. From a small local program, the
Lum And Abner Radio Show grew into a national sensation,
consistently ranking among the top-rated radio shows for many
years. The secret to its success was that it was never mean-
spirited. The jokes were not at the expense of the characters, but
rather a celebration of their good-natured struggle to survive.

Setting the Scene: The Jot
'‘em Down Store

The primary setting for the Lum And Abner Radio Show was the
"Jot 'em Down Store." This was the general store in Pine Ridge
where Lum was the manager and Abner was the assistant. The
store was the social and commercial hub of the community. Here,
farmers bought their supplies, neighbors exchanged gossip, and
traveling salesmen tried to peddle dubious wares. The store itself
was a character in the show, a dusty, cluttered repository of
everything from pickle barrels to patent medicines.

e The Rural Landscape: The show painted a vivid picture of
rural Arkansas life, complete with dirt roads, fishing holes,
and county fairs.

e The Supporting Cast: The people of Pine Ridge were just
as important as the main duo. Characters like Dick
Huddleston (the wealthy, pompous banker), Squire Skimp
(the local judge), and Cedric Wehunt (the dim-witted hired
hand) added depth and texture to the world.

e The Dialect and Speech: One of the most distinctive
features of the Lum And Abner Radio Show was its use of
authentic Southern dialect. Words like "young-uns" and
phrases like "l reckon" and "Consarn it" were standard
vocabulary. This authenticity was a key reason for the
show's popularity, as it felt genuine to listeners who
recognized the speech patterns.

The Humor: Gentle,
Character-Driven, and
Timeless

The comedy of the Lum And Abner Radio Show was not built on
rapid-fire one-liners or slapstick falls. Instead, it was a slow-burn,
character-driven humor that relied on misunderstanding and
miscommunication. Lum would hatch an elaborate
scheme—perhaps to sell "wonder tonic" or to build a new road
through Pine Ridge—and Abner would reluctantly follow, often
getting them both into a tangle of complications.

Consider the running gag of the "bucket of fish." In one classic
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episode, Lum insists that a bucket of fish he is carrying is a
"supply of fresh seafood for the store," while Abner, more
perceptive than usual, suspects it is something else entirely. The
comedy comes from Lum's increasingly desperate attempts to
maintain the fiction and Abner's slow, stubborn refusal to be
fooled. This format of schemer and foil is as old as comedy itself,
but the Lum And Abner Radio Show executed it with a warmth
that was entirely its own.

There was also a strong element of ingenuity. Lum and Abner
often tried to modernize their little store, dealing with new
inventions like the telephone or the automobile. Their struggles
with technology provided a rich vein of comedy, reflecting the
anxieties and excitement of a rapidly changing America. The
humor was never cruel. Lum might try to cheat a stranger, but he
always learned a lesson by the end of the episode, restoring the
moral balance of the Jot 'em Down Store.

Why Did the Lum And
Abner Radio Show
Resonate?

The popularity of the Lum And Abner Radio Show can be
attributed to several key factors that tapped into the psyche of
the American listener.

1. Escapism during Hard Times: During the Great

Depression and World War I, the show offered a
comforting, predictable world where problems were small
and solvable. Pine Ridge represented a simpler, safer time.

2. Universal Characters: While the setting was distinctly
Southern, the characters were universal. Everyone knows a
Lum: the fast-talking dreamer with a plan. Everyone knows
an Abner: the cautious, loyal friend who keeps you
grounded. This archetypal character work allowed
audiences across the country to relate to them.

3. Wholesome Family Entertainment: In an era where
radio was a family activity, the Lum And Abner Radio Show
was safe for all ages. There was no profanity, no risqué
humor, and no violence. It was a show that grandparents
and children could enjoy together.

4. Authenticity of Place: Chester Lauck and Norris Goff
never forgot their roots. They wrote the show with a
genuine love for their home state of Arkansas. This
authenticity shone through in every episode, giving the
humor a grounded, real-world quality that manufactured
scripts often lacked.

The Legacy and
Preservation of the Show

When the Lum And Abner Radio Show finally ended its run in
1954, it was due to the changing landscape of entertainment.
Television was replacing radio, and the networks were shifting



away from the kind of regional, rural programming that had
defined the previous decades. The show also suffered from the
declining health of its creators, particularly Norris Goff, who
passed away in 1978.

However, the legacy of the show did not fade entirely. In the
1970s, a renewed interest in old-time radio began. Dedicated
collectors and fans tracked down thousands of transcription discs
and recordings of the Lum And Abner Radio Show. These
recordings are now a treasured part of the archive of American
broadcasting. The Lum and Abner Fan Club, founded by a
dedicated group of enthusiasts, works to preserve these
recordings and share them with new generations.

Furthermore, the town of Mena, Arkansas, has embraced its
connection to the show. There is a museum dedicated to Chester
Lauck and Norris Goff, displaying artifacts from the show and
celebrating the lives of the two men who created it. The "Jot 'em
Down Store" has been recreated in various forms over the years,
serving as a tourist attraction and a monument to a bygone era
of entertainment.

Listening Today: A Window
to the Past

For modern listeners, the Lum And Abner Radio Show offers a
unigue audio time capsule. To hear a "Lum and Abner" episode
today is to hear the cadence of a different America. The recording
quality is often scratchy and low-fidelity, but the warmth of the

performances breaks through the static. The slow pace of the
storytelling, which might seem unusual to audiences raised on
rapid-fire editing, actually becomes part of its charm.

Listening to Lum Edwards try to explain a complicated business
deal to a confused Abner Peabody is a masterclass in comedic
timing. The show is also a valuable linguistic resource, preserving
the dialect of the Arkansas Ozarks from the early 20th century. It
provides insight into the values, the worries, and the humor of a
rural community that felt the effects of the Dust Bowl, the New
Deal, and the war effort, all from the vantage point of a small
country store.

Many public radio stations and online archives now offer streams
of the classic episodes. For anyone interested in the history of
comedy, radio broadcasting, or American culture, diving into the
world of Pine Ridge is a rewarding experience. It is a reminder
that good humor is timeless, and that the simple friendship
between two people is enough to carry a story for decades.

CONCLUSION

The Lum And Abner Radio Show stands as a testament to the
power of gentle, authentic humor. In a world that often feels
chaotic and fast-paced, the slow, deliberate, and kind-hearted
comedy of Lum Edwards and Abner Peabody remains a balm.
Chester Lauck and Norris Goff created more than just a radio
show; they created a community that invited listeners in and
made them feel at home. The laughter it generated was not the
laughter of superiority, but the laughter of recognition. We laugh
at Lum and Abner because we see a little bit of ourselves in their
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struggles and a little bit of our best friends in their loyalty. The Jot ‘'em Down Store may be closed, but its doors remain open to
anyone who cares to listen.



