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THROUGH THE
LOOKING-GLASS: A
WORLD OF WIT
AND WISDOM

The journey down the
rabbit  hole  was  only
the  beginning.  When
Lewis  Carroll  penned
Through  the  Looking-
Glass,  and What  Alice
Found  There  in  1871,
he  gifted  the  world  a
sequel  that  was  even
more  layered,  more
playful,  and  arguably
more profound than its
predecessor. While the

first  book  explored  the
chaos  of  a  dreamlike
world, the second book
is  structured  with  the
calculated  logic  of  a
chess  game.  Here,
Alice moves from pawn
to queen, navigating a
landscape  where  the
rules  of  reality  are
inverted,  and  where
the  most  memorable
Alice In Wonderland
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes  or iginate.
These  lines  are  not
mere ly  whims ica l
expressions;  they  are
philosophical  puzzles,
cultural  touchstones,
and mirrors held up to
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the  absurdity  of  our
own world.
This article dives deep
into the most poignant
and  famous  quotes
from  this  classic  tale.
We  will  explore  their
context  within  the
story,  their  deeper
meanings,  and  why
t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o
resonate  with  readers
more  than  150  years
later. Whether you are
a  l i f e l o n g  f a n  o f
Carrol l ’s  work  or  a
newcomer  cur ious
about  its  l inguistic
g y m n a s t i c s ,  t h i s
exploration  will  reveal
why  the  words  from
this inverted world are
so enduring.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CHESSBOARD
LANDSCAPE

Before delving into the
quotes  themselves,  it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand the unique

structure  of  Through
the  Looking-Glass .
Unlike  the  chaotic,
card-based  logic  of
Alice’s  first  adventure,
this  story  is  governed
b y  t h e  r i g i d  y e t
backwards  rules  of  a
chess  game.  Al ice
enters  a  world  where
everything is reversed:
to  wa lk  towards  a
destination,  you  must
walk  away  from  it .
Memory  works  both
f o r w a r d s  a n d
backwards,  and  the
most  profound  truths
are often packaged as
utter  nonsense.  This
inverted  logic  is  the
primary engine for the
book’s  most  famous
lines, making the Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes a unique blend
o f  c o n f u s i o n  a n d
clarity.
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The Red
Queen
and the
Principle
of
Exhaustin
g Speed
Perhaps  the  most
famous  concept  to
emerge from this book
is  the  Red  Queen’s
racing  principle.  The
quote, "Now, here, you
see,  it  takes  all  the
running you can do, to
k e e p  i n  t h e  s a m e
place,"  has  become a
metapho r  f o r  t he
relent less  pace  of
modern  l i fe.  In  the
story,  Alice  and  the
Red Queen run as fast

as  they can,  yet  they
never  move  from  the
spot.  This  is  a  direct
reflection  of  how  life
often  feels—a  frantic
sprint  that  yields  no
visible  progress.  This
quote is a masterclass
in  using  fantasy  to
cr i t ique  real i ty.  I t
suggests that in certain
systems,  maintaining
the status quo requires
maximum  effort.  The
Red Queen is not being
cruel; she is explaining
the fundamental law of
her  universe.  This  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
analyzed  Alice  In
W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes in evolutionary
b i o l o g y  a n d
psychology, often used
to  describe  the  "Red
Queen  Hypothesis"
where  species  must
constantly adapt just to
survive.
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The
White
Queen’s
Unreliabl
e Memory
The White Queen offers
a  different  kind  of
wisdom, one based on
the fluidity of time. Her
famous statement, "It's
a poor sort of memory
t h a t  o n l y  w o r k s
backwards," challenges
our linear perception of
ex i s tence .  I n  the
Looking-Glass  world,
the Queen remembers
things  that  haven't
happened  yet.  She
lives  with  a  kind  of
anticipatory  regret,
screaming  before  she
pricks  her  finger.  This
profound  inversion  of
h o w  w e  p r o c e s s

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a
c o m m e n t a r y  o n
anxiety and the nature
of  t ime.  The  White
Queen’s logic suggests
that the past, present,
and  future  are  not
distinct  compartments
but  a  single,  messy
tapestry.  This  quote
has become a favorite
among  philosophical
circles and is  a prime
example of how Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes  transcend
children's  literature  to
b e c o m e  s e r i o u s
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
propositions.

THE DEEPER
MEANING OF
NONSENSE:
HUMPTY DUMPTY
AND SEMANTICS

No discussion of Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
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Quotes  wou ld  be
complete  without  a
deep  dive  into  the
character  of  Humpty
Dumpty. While he is a
figure  from  a  nursery
r h y m e ,  C a r r o l l
transforms  him into  a
linguistic  despot.  The
interaction  between
Al ice  and  Humpty
D u m p t y  i s  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
semantics,  absurdity,
a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l
tyranny.
Humpty  Dumpty’s
defining  quote  is  his
declaration of mastery
over language: "When I
use  a  word,"  Humpty
Dumpty said, in rather
a  scornful  tone,  "it
means  jus t  what  I
c h o o s e  i t  t o
mean—neither  more
nor  less."  This  single
line is a cornerstone of
literary  and  linguistic
theory.  It  raises  the
question: who controls
meaning?  Is  i t  the

d i c t i o n a r y ,  t h e
s p e a k e r ,  o r  t h e
l i s tener?  Humpty
Dumpty argues for the
absolute sovereignty of
the  individual  over
language.  He  pays
words extra when they
d o  m o r e  w o r k ,  a
charming  explanation
fo r  h i s  l i ngu i s t i c
imper ia l i sm.  Th is
concep t  i s  w i l d l y
popular  in  modern
discussions  about
semantics,  political
rhe to r i c ,  and  the
nature  of  truth.  It  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
intellectually  dense
Alice In Wonderland
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes  because  it
perfectly  encapsulates
the  tension  between
fixed  meaning  and
personal interpretation.



6

6 Alice In Wonderland Through The
Looking Glass Quotes

2022-11-27

The
Unbirthda
y and the
Value of

Scarcity
The  concept  of  the
"Unbirthday" is another
brilliant invention from
this  book.  The  Hatter
and  the  March  Hare
explain  that  there are
364  unbirthdays  for
every  one  birthday.
T h i s  i s  a  p e r f e c t
example  of  Carroll’s
f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h
numbers and logic. On
the  surface,  i t  is  a
playful  excuse  for  a
party.  However,  on  a
deeper  level,  it  is  a
lesson  in  perspective
and scarcity. We often
celebrate  the  rare
thing  (the  birthday)

whi le  ignoring  the
abundance  o f  the
common  thing  (the
unbirthday). The quote,
"A  regular  birthday:
there's  half  a  minute.
An unbirthday:  there's
364 of them," reframes
our approach to joy. It
encourages  us  to  find
reasons to celebrate in
the  mundane.  This  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
cheerful and optimistic
Alice In Wonderland
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes,  reminding  us
that  we  don't  need  a
special  occasion  to
enjoy  life.

THE CULMINATION:
BECOMING QUEEN
AND THE FEAST OF
DISMISSAL

As  Alice  reaches  the
final  square  and
becomes a Queen, the
narrative takes a  turn
towards  the  ultimate
a b s u r d i t y .  T h e
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culmination  of  her
journey  i s  a  feast
where all  logic  breaks
down. The food speaks,
t h e  p u d d i n g  i s
i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a
character, and Alice is
asked  to  cut  a  cake
that has already been
sliced.  This  chaotic
scene  is  the  final  test
of Alice’s patience and
logic. The quotes from
this  section  are  some
of the most bizarre and
satisfying in the entire
canon.

Taking
Care of
the
Riddles
T h e  W h i t e  Q u e e n
introduces a wonderful
piece  of  advice:  "It's
too late to correct it,"
s h e  s a y s  a b o u t  a

mistake, "when you've
once said a thing, that
fixes  it,  and  you  must
t a k e  t h e
consequences." This is
a stark contrast to the
Red Queen’s relentless
m o t i o n .  I t  i s  a
s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t
responsibility  and  the
permanence of  words.
I n  a  w o r l d  f u l l  o f
shifting  meanings  and
backwards logic, this is
a  grounding  principle.
It  suggests  that  while
memory  may  work
backwards, action does
not.  This  specific  line
adds a layer  of  moral
gravity to the Alice In
W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes list, reminding
us that our utterances
have weight.

The
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"Who-
Does-
What"
Conundru

m
One  of  the  final  and
m o s t  c o n f u s i n g
exchanges involves the
White  Queen  offering
Alice employment. The
Queen  says,  "Speak
when you're spoken to,
and  answer  when
you're called upon." At
the same time, the Red
Queen  interrupts  with
contradictory  advice.
Alice  is  caught  in  a
double bind where any
action  is  wrong.  This
represents the ultimate
absurdity  of  trying  to
please  authority  in  a
w o r l d  w i t h  n o
consistent rules. These

are  the  hardest  Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes  to  parse,  but
t h e y  a c c u r a t e l y
capture  the  feeling  of
being  a  child—or  any
person—subject to the
a r b i t r a r y  a n d
contradictory demands
of  a  system  they  do
not control.

POETRY AND
PROPHECY: THE
JABBERWOCKY

No exploration  of  this
book  i s  comp le te
without acknowledging
its most famous poem:
"Jabberwocky."  While
the  entire  poem  is  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
portmanteau  words,
specific  lines  have
entered  the  lexicon.
The  first  stanza,  with
its  "borogoves"  and
"mome  raths,"  is  the
most  quoted  piece  of
nonsense verse in the
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English  language.  The
poem  works  because
the sound of the words
carries  meaning  even
when  the  dictionary
does  not.  "He  went
galumphing  back"
perfectly  conveys  the
sound  o f  a  heavy ,
triumphant return. The
e n t i r e  p o e m  i s  a
testament to the power
of  language as music.
The most  iconic  Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes  f r o m  t h e
poem, such as "Beware
the  Jabberwock,  my
son! The jaws that bite,
the claws that catch!"
have  a  primal,  heroic
quality  that  resonates
deeply. It transforms a
nonsense poem into a
genuine  epic,  proving
that the structure of a
story—its  rhythm  and
emotion—can be more
important  than  its
l iteral  meaning.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF SELF-
REFLECTION IN
THE LOOKING-
GLASS

The  very  title  of  the
book suggests a world
of  reflection.  Alice  is
always  encountering
versions  of  herself,  or
rules that force her to
ques t ion  her  own
identity.  The  Looking-
Glass world is a world
where  the  self  is  not
fixed.  One  of  the
central  themes  is  the
difficulty  of  knowing
who you are when the
rules of reality change
every  minute.  While
the  first  book  started
with  Alice  questioning
her  ident i ty  a f ter
growing and shrinking,
this  book  challenges
her  identity  through
intellectual  puzzles.
Fo r  i ns tance ,  the
encounter  with  the
Unicorn  and  the  Lion
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invo lves  a  debate
about  whether  or  not
" m o n s t e r s "  ( l i k e
children) are real. The
Unicorn  tells  Alice,  "If
you'll believe in me, I'll
believe in you." This is
a  beautiful  Alice  In
W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
Looking Glass Quote
a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l
contract  of  belief.  It
suggests that reality is
often  a  collaborative
agreement.  We  agree
to  bel ieve  in  each
other's  existence,
roles, and stories. This
t h e m e  o f  m u t u a l
validation  is  woven
throughout  the  book,
culminating  in  Alice’s
final  assertion  of  self
when  she  declares,
"Who cares for you?" to
t h e  n i g h t m a r e
creatures of the feast.
She  shakes  off  the
arbitrary  rules  and
rec la ims  he r  own
reality.  The journey of

collecting  Alice  In
W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes is essentially a
journey  of  watching
A l i c e  g a t h e r  t h e
courage to say, "You're
nothing but a pack of
cards!"—a  line  from
the  first  book  that  is
echoed in the assertive
spirit of the second.

WHY THESE
QUOTES ENDURE
IN MODERN
CULTURE

The longevity of Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h r o u g h  T h e
L o o k i n g  G l a s s
Quotes is remarkable.
T h e y  a p p e a r  i n
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
academic textbooks to
p o p  s o n g s .  W h y ?
B e c a u s e  C a r r o l l
captured  universal
h u m a n
experiences—frustratio
n  with  bureaucracy,



Alice In Wonderland Through The Looking Glass
Quotes 11

11

the  vagaries  of  time,
the  sl ipperiness  of
l a n g u a g e — a n d
wrapped  them  in  the
s a f e ,  b e a u t i f u l
p a c k a g i n g  o f  a
children's  story.  The
Red Queen’s race is a
perfect  metaphor  for
t h e  c o r p o r a t e
treadmil l .  Humpty
Dumpty’s  semantic
control  is  a  perfect
allegory  for  political
s p i n .  T h e  W h i t e
Queen’s  memory  is  a
perfect  description  of
living  with  anxiety  or
PTSD.  The  quotes  are
elastic. They stretch to
fit  the  needs  of  the
reader.  This  is  the
hallmark of truly great
literature: it  ages with
you.
Fur thermore ,  the
quotes are visually and
sonically  distinctive.
"The  time  has  come,
the Walrus said, to talk
of many things" has a
rhythm  that  imprints

itself on the brain. "Jam
tomorrow  and  jam
yesterday—but  never
jam today" is a perfect
expression of deferred
hope.  These  phrases
are  sticky.  They  are
easy to remember and
even easier to apply to
everyday  situations.
T h i s  l i n g u i s t i c
craftsmanship  is  why
Carroll’s  work remains
a  primary  source  for
journalists, writers, and
speakers looking for a
clever way to make a
p o i n t  a b o u t  t h e
absurdity  of  l i fe.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDLESS JOURNEY
OF THE MIND

In the end, Through the
Looking-Glass  leaves
us with more questions
than  answers.  Was  it
all  a  dream?  Did  the
Red King dream it? The
ambiguity is the point.
T h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e
Looking-Glass  is  a
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world  of  process,  not
destination. The quotes
w e  h a v e
explored—from  the
frantic race of the Red
Queen  to  the  static
tyranny  of  Humpty

Dumpty—are signposts
in a landscape of pure
i n t e l l e c t .  T h e y
challenge  us  to  think
about how we think, to
question the words we


