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INTRODUCTION: THE TIMELESS APPEAL OF "WHERE
DO | BEGIN"

Few songs in cinematic history have captured the essence of
romance and heartbreak quite like Francis Lai's immortal theme
from the 1970 film Love Story. The song, officially titled "Where
Do | Begin," has become a cornerstone of sentimental music,
played by countless musicians around the world for over five
decades. For guitarists and pianists alike, learning the Love
Story chords Where Do | Begin is a rite of passage—a journey
into the delicate interplay of melody and emotion that defines
this classic piece.

The film itself, starring Ali MacGraw and Ryan O'Neal, told a story
of love that was both beautiful and devastating. Its theme music,
composed by the legendary Francis Lai, went on to win an
Academy Award. The lyrical version, performed by Andy Williams
and later enriched by the orchestral arrangements of Henry
Mancini among others, became a number-one hit. The enduring
power of this song lies not only in its melody but in the harmony
that supports it—the very chords that give it a sense of longing,
tenderness, and quiet resilience.

In this article, we will explore the Love Story chords Where Do
I Begin in depth. Whether you are a beginning guitarist looking
to strum along to a beautiful melody, an intermediate player
seeking to understand the song's harmonic structure, or a
seasoned musician curious about different arrangements, you will
find comprehensive guidance here. We will move beyond a
simple chord chart and into an understanding of why these
chords work so well together, how they support the emotional arc
of the song, and how you can make your performance truly
moving.

THE MUSICAL DNA OF "LOVE STORY"

The Key of the Song

The original instrumental theme and the vocal versions of "Where
Do | Begin" are most commonly written in the key of A minor and
its relative major, C major. This is a wonderfully accessible key
for guitarists. The interplay between the minor and major
tonalities mirrors the emotional journey of the story
itself—moments of pure happiness contrasted with profound
sadness. Understanding this tonal center will help you internalize
the chord progression rather than just memorizing it from rote.



https://everybodystreet.com/

However, many recordings, especially those by Andy Williams
and other vocalists, are performed in a slightly higher key, such
as B-flat minor or even C minor, to suit the singer's range. For the
purposes of this article, we will focus on the most commonly
taught and played keys for guitar, primarily A minor and C major,
while noting where variations occur.

The Emotional Arc in
Harmony

The Love Story chords Where Do | Begin are built around a
progression that feels both inevitable and surprising. The song
opens with a simple, declarative chord that immediately
establishes a mood of gentle reflection. As the verse progresses,
the harmonies become richer, introducing seventh chords and
suspensions that create a sense of yearning and unanswered
questions. The chorus lifts into a brighter major tonality, offering
a moment of hope and affirmation, before returning to the
reflective melancholy of the verse. This cycle of tension and
release is what makes the song so emotionally resonant.

THE ESSENTIAL CHORDS FOR GUITAR

Let us now examine the core chords you will need to play "Where
Do I Begin" on the guitar. | will present these in the key of C
major / A minor, which is the most approachable for most players.
The chords are relatively simple in their basic forms, but the
magic lies in how you transition between them and how you voice

them.

Primary Chords in the
Progression

The song relies on a relatively small set of chords, but their
arrangement is masterful. You will encounter the following:

e Am (A minor): This is the home chord, the tonal center of
the entire piece. It provides the heartache and
introspection. The open A minor chord (x02210) is perfect
here.

¢ C (C major): The relative major, offering a moment of
brightness and resolution. The open C major shape
(x32010) works beautifully.

¢ F (F major): This chord adds tension and prepares the ear
for motion. Many players use the barre version (xx3211 or
133211), but you can also use an easier Fmaj7 (x03210) for
a softer sound.

¢ G (G major): The dominant chord that wants to resolve
back to C or Am. The open G (320003) is a classic choice.

e E7 (E seventh): This chord appears as a passing harmony,
adding a subtle jazz-like color that enriches the
progression. Play it as 020100 or 022130.

e Dm (D minor): The subdominant minor, adding further
depth and sorrow. The open Dm (xx0231) is standard.
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A Basic Chord Progression
for the Verse

The verse of "Where Do | Begin" can be approximated with the
following progression in A minor. Remember, timing and feel are
everything here. The song is in a slow, waltz-like 4/4 time, but it
breathes with a rubato quality.

1. Am (first chord, establishing the mood)

2. Am/G (a subtle bass walk-down that many arrangements
use, though you can simply stay on Am if you are
beginning)

F (moving to the IV chord of the C major scale)

G (the dominant, creating forward motion)

C (a brief moment of arrival and hope)

E7 (a surprising turn that leads back to the minor tonality)
Am (returning home)

NoubkWw

This is a simplified skeleton. The actual melody and chord
voicings include passing chords and inversions that a full
transcription would capture. However, these chords form the
heart of the song. If you can strum these changes slowly and
smoothly, you are on your way to performing a recognizable
version of the theme.

The Chorus or Main Theme
Section

The most memorable section of the song, where the melody
soars, often moves into the key of C major more directly. A
common progression for this section is:

e C (bright and full)

e F (a warm subdominant)

e G (building energy)

e C (resolving the phrase)

e Am (a gentle pull back to the relative minor)
 F (again adding color)

* G (the final push before the return to the verse)

The transitions between these chords should feel seamless.
Practicing the shift from F to G and from G to Am is particularly
important, as these appear frequently and can be challenging for
new players.

STRUMMING PATTERNS AND FINGERPICKING
APPROACHES

Finding the Right Feel

The Love Story chords Where Do | Begin demand a gentle,
controlled touch. This is not a song for aggressive strumming.




Instead, think of a soft, caressing motion. The original theme is
primarily a piano piece, but the guitar arrangement should
emulate the piano's sustain and dynamic range.

For a strummed version, use a slow down-up pattern that
emphasizes the bass notes. A common pattern is:

e Down stroke on the bass note of the chord (the root)
followed by a gentle down-up strum across the higher
strings.

e This creates a "boom-chick" feel, but very slow and
deliberate.

e Alternatively, you can use a fingerpicking style where your
thumb plays the bass strings and your index and middle
fingers pluck the treble strings in a repeating pattern.

Fingerpicking the Arpeggios

The most beautiful way to play "Where Do | Begin" on guitar is
with fingerpicking, arpeggiating each chord. This closely mimics
the piano original. Start by practicing each chord as an arpeggio:

1. Pick the root note with your thumb (for Am, pick the A
string; for C, pick the A string; for F, pick the F on the D
string or the low F on the E string).

2. Follow with your index finger on the G string, middle finger
on the B string, and ring finger on the high E string.

3. The pattern can be varied, but a simple fingerpicking
pattern of thumb, index, middle, index works beautifully for
this song.

When you arpeggiate the Love Story chords Where Do |
Begin, you give each note space to ring and resonate. This is
where the emotion of the song truly lives. The silence between
the notes is just as important as the notes themselves.

BREAKING DOWN THE CHORD PROGRESSION IN
DETAIL

The Opening Statement

The song opens with a simple chord that contains the entire
emotional universe of the piece. In the key of A minor, that chord
is Am. But listen carefully to the original recording. The bass note
often moves down from A to G, creating an Am/G chord. This
descending bass line is a hallmark of the arrangement. If you are
comfortable with bass note movement, try adding these passing
notes:

e Am: x02210

e Am/G: 3x2210 or 302210 (the 3rd fret on the low E string
isaG)

e Fmaj7: x03210 (this can substitute for F in many places,
giving a sweeter sound)

The Harmonic Function of
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E7

One of the most distinctive moments in the progression is the use
of E7. In the key of A minor, the E7 chord is the dominant
seventh, which strongly wants to resolve back to Am. But its use
in this song is particularly poignant. It appears briefly, almost as a
sigh, before the return to the tonic. When you play E7, let it ring
for just a moment before moving to Am. This creates a sense of
longing that is central to the song's identity.

Playing the E7 as 020100 gives you a bright, open sound.
Alternatively, 022130 provides a fuller voicing. Both work, so
choose based on the texture you prefer.

The Role of Dm

The D minor chord appears in some arrangements and
transcriptions, adding an even deeper layer of melancholy. It
often appears as a passing chord between F and G, or as a
substitution for F in certain phrases. If you want to add more
emotional depth to your playing, experiment with inserting Dm
(xx0231) in places where the melody dips down. This is a subtle
change that advanced players can use to personalize their
interpretation.

TIPS FOR BEGINNERS LEARNING THE SONG

If you are new to the guitar and want to learn Love Story
chords Where Do | Begin, take a patient and methodical
approach. This song, while harmonically rich, can be learned in
stages.

Stage One: Master the
Open Chords

Begin by ensuring you can cleanly play the open chords
mentioned above. Practice switching between Am, C, F, and G
until you can do so without looking at your fingers. Use a
metronome set to a very slow tempo, such as 50 beats per
minute. Strum each chord once per beat, focusing on clarity and
a relaxed hand.

Stage Two: Add the E7 and
Dm

Once you have the core four chords under your fingers, introduce
E7 and Dm. Practice transitioning from G to E7 and from E7 to
Am. These are the transitions that many beginners find tricky
because they involve changing the entire hand shape. Take your
time.



