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FINDING THE
RIGHT STARTING
POINT: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO MATH U SEE
PLACEMENT TESTS

Choosing  the  right
math  curriculum  for
your child is one of the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
decisions you will make
as  a  homeschooling
parent  or  educator.
Math U See is a highly
regarded program that
uses a mastery-based,
multi-sensory approach
to teach mathematical
concepts. However, its
effectiveness hinges on

one  critical  factor:
starting at the correct
level. A student placed
too high may become
frustrated and develop
gaps  in  foundational
knowledge.  A  student
placed  too  low  may
become  bored  and
disengaged.  This  is
w h y  M a t h  U  S e e
Placement Tests  are
absolutely  essential.
These  diagnostic  tools
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
accurately  pinpoint
e x a c t l y  w h e r e  a
student  should  begin,
ensuring  a  confident
and  successful  math
j o u r n e y .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
everything you need to
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know  about  us ing
these  placement  tests
effectively.

WHAT ARE MATH U
SEE PLACEMENT
TESTS?

Math U See Placement
T e s t s  a r e  f r e e ,
d o w n l o a d a b l e
assessments  created
by  the  publishers  of
t h e  M a t h  U  S e e
curriculum.  Unlike  a
general math test that
covers  a  broad  range
of  topics,  these  tests
are  specifically  aligned
with the unique scope
and  sequence  of  the
Math  U  See  program.
The  curriculum  is  not
grade-based  in  the
tradit ional  sense;
instead, it is organized
into  levels  (Primer
through  Calculus  and
beyond).  Each  level
focuses  on  a  specific
set  of  core  concepts
that  build  upon  one
a n o t h e r .  T h e

p l a c e m e n t  t e s t s
determine  a  student's
readiness  for  each
level by assessing their
mastery of prerequisite
skills.
The tests are not timed
and  are  meant  to  be
taken in a low-pressure
environment. They are
designed to show what
a  student  knows  and
can do  independently,
not  what  they  can
figure  out  with
extens ive  he lp  or
guesswork. This makes
M a t h  U  S e e
Placement  Tests  an
incredibly  rel iable
indicator of a student's
true skill level.

The
Philosoph
y Behind
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Mastery-
Based

Testing
Understanding  the
philosophy  behind
Math U See is  key to
understanding  i ts
placement  tests.  The
program is  built  on  a
mastery-based  or
"skills  continuum"
model.  This  means
that  s tudents  are
expected to completely
master  a  concept
before  moving  on  to
the next. There are no
grade-level  ceilings  or
a r b i t r a r y  t i m e
constraints.  A  student
m i g h t  b e  i n  t h e
"Gamma"  level  (which
covers  multiplication)
while in what would be
considered  third  or
four th  grade.  The
placement  tests  reflect
this  phi losophy  by

focusing on the logical
progression  of  skills
rather than memorized
facts  or  test-taking
strategies.  They are a
t rue  measure  o f  a
student's mathematical
foundation.

WHY ACCURATE
PLACEMENT
MATTERS MORE
THAN YOU THINK

You might be tempted
to skip  the placement
test  and  simply  start
your child at the level
that  corresponds  with
their  current  public-
school  grade.  This  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
c o m m o n ,  a n d
potentially  damaging,
mis takes  you  can
make.  The  Math  U
See Placement Tests
are  your  safeguard
against this error. Here
i s  w h y  a c c u r a t e
placement is so critical:

Prevents
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Frustration and
Math Anxiety:
When a student
is placed in a
level that is too
difficult, they are
forced to
confront
concepts without
the necessary
foundational
support. This
quickly leads to
frustration, tears,
and a deep-
seated belief that
they "can't do
math." Starting
at the correct
level builds
confidence
because the
student can
actually succeed.
Closes
Learning Gaps:
Many students
have gaps in
their math
education that
are not obvious
in a standard

classroom
setting. A
student might be
in 6th grade but
still struggle with
fractions or long
division. By
placing them
accurately using
the placement
test, you can
identify and
address these
gaps before they
become
insurmountable
obstacles to
higher-level
math.
Supports Long-
Term
Retention: Math
U See is
designed for
retention. Its
"learn one
concept at a
time, master it,
then move on"
approach is
highly effective.
But it only works
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if the sequence is
followed
correctly.
Starting at the
right level
ensures that
every new
concept is built
on a solid, well-
understood
foundation.
Fosters
Independence:
When a student
is working at
their ability level,
they can work
more
independently.
They don't need
constant hand-
holding because
they have the
tools to solve the
problems. This is
a huge win for
both the student
and the parent.

HOW TO ACCESS
AND USE THE

MATH U SEE
PLACEMENT TESTS

A c c e s s i n g  t h e
placement  tests  is
straightforward  and
free. Here is a step-by-
step  guide  to  ensure
y o u  u s e  t h e m
effectively.

Where to
Find the
Official
Tests
The  official  Math  U
See Placement Tests
are  available  on  the
D e m m e  L e a r n i n g
website  (the  publisher
o f  M a t h  U  S e e ) .
Nav iga te  to  the i r
" R e s o u r c e s "  o r
"Support" section,  and
you  will  find  a
dedicated  page  for
placement.  Each  level
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from  Primer  through
Pre-Calculus  has  its
own test, and there is a
General  Readiness
Assessment  for  the
very  earliest  levels.

Step-by-
Step
Testing
Instructio
ns

Start with the1.
right
benchmark:
Demme Learning
provides a
helpful "Where
Should I Start?"
flow chart.
However, a
general rule of
thumb is to start
the test at the
level that

corresponds to
the student's
approximate
grade level
minus two years.
For example, a
4th grader might
start with the
Gamma test.
Create a2.
distraction-free
environment:
Give the test in a
quiet place
without
interruptions.
The student
should not use a
calculator unless
the test
specifically says
it is allowed
(which is rare in
the lower and
middle levels).
Read the3.
instructions
out loud: For
the Primer and
Alpha levels,
read the
problems to the
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student. For
higher levels, the
student can read
the instructions
themselves.
Observe the4.
student's
behavior: Do
not just look at
right and wrong
answers. Watch
how the student
works. Are they
guessing? Are
they counting on
their fingers for
simple addition?
Are they skipping
problems that
look hard? These
observations are
as valuable as
the test score
itself.
Stop when the5.
test becomes
too difficult:
The test is
divided into
sections. If the
student gets
more than one or

two problems
wrong in a
section, you can
stop. This signals
that they have
reached the edge
of their current
knowledge.

Interpreti
ng the
Results:
What the
Scores
Mean
The results of Math U
See Placement Tests
a r e  g e n e r a l l y
interpreted in a simple
b i n a r y  f a s h i o n :
m a s t e r y  o r  n o n -
mastery. The goal is for
the  student  to  show
that they have a solid
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grasp  of  the  entire
level's content. Here is
h o w  t o  r e a d  t h e
results:

Score of
80-100%: The
student has likely
mastered that
level. Proceed to
the next level up
and administer
that test.
Score of
60-80%: The
student has a
good foundation
but may have a
few weak spots.
You can
confidently start
them at this
level, as the
curriculum will
review the
fundamentals.
The test shows
they are ready
for the content.
Score below
60%: The
student is not
ready for this

level. They have
significant gaps
in their
prerequisite
knowledge.
Administer the
test for the level
below. If they do
well on that test,
start them there.

A  critical  note  on
u s i n g  t h e  t e s t
results:  If  a  student
s c o r e s  o n  t h e
bo rde r l i ne  (e .g . ,
65-75%),  it  is  almost
always better to err on
the  side  of  a  lower
leve l .  Math  U  See
moves quickly within a
leve l ,  and  a  weak
foundation  will  cause
problems  later.  There
is no stigma in being in
a  "lower"  level.  The
goal  is  mastery,  not
speed.

UNDERSTANDING
THE TEST
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STRUCTURE BY
LEVEL

Knowing  what  each
level  covers  will  help
you  understand  the
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e
placement test. Here is
a brief overview of the
key  levels  and  what
the placement test for
each assesses:

Primer
and
Alpha
(Addition
and
Subtracti
on)
Primer  is  for  very
young  learners  (pre-K
to  K).  The  placement

test  for  this  level  is
more  of  a  readiness
assessment, looking at
skills  like  holding  a
pencil,  counting,  and
recognizing  shapes.
Alpha  covers  single-
d ig i t  addit ion  and
subtraction  facts  and
place value. The Alpha
placement test checks
i f  the  student  can
count,  write  numbers,
and  understand  basic
a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction. Mastery of
a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction  facts  is
absolutely  essential
before moving to Beta.

Beta and
Gamma
(Multiplic
ation and
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Division)
Beta focuses on multi-
d ig i t  addit ion  and
subtraction,  including
c a r r y i n g  a n d
borrowing.  The  Beta
placement  test  will
assess  the  student's
mastery of these skills.
Gamma  is  entirely
d e v o t e d  t o
multiplication.  The
Gamma test checks for
i n s t a n t  r e c a l l  o f
multiplication facts and
the  ability  to  multiply
multi-digit  numbers.  A
student should be very
comfor tab le  w i th
addition before starting
Gamma.

Delta and
Epsilon

(Division
and
Fractions)
Delta  covers  division,
including long division.
The  Delta  placement
test  assesses  division
facts and the ability to
d iv ide  mult i -d ig i t
numbers. Epsilon is a
major  milestone  that
focuses  on  fractions.
The Epsilon placement
test  is  comprehensive
a n d  a s s e s s e s  a
student's ability to add,
subtract, multiply, and
d iv ide  f r ac t i ons .
F r a c t i o n s  a r e  a
gatekeeper  to  higher
math, so mastery here
is crucial.

Zeta and
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Beyond
(Decimals
, Pre-
Algebra,

Algebra)
Zeta  covers  decimals
and  percentages.  The
Zeta test assesses the
student's  ability  to
work  with  decimals  in
all  four  operations.
P r e - A l g e b r a
integrates  all  previous
concepts with negative
numbers,  exponents,
and  basic  equations.
The placement test for
P r e - A l g e b r a  i s
challenging  and  will
show if  a student has
any  l ingering  gaps
from the lower  levels.
Start ing  Algebra  1
without mastery of Pre-
Algebra is a recipe for

struggle.

TIPS FOR
ADMINISTERING
THE TEST AT HOME

T o  g e t  t h e  m o s t
accurate  results  from
M a t h  U  S e e
Placement  Tests ,
follow  these  practical
tips:

Do not help.
This is the
hardest part for
parents. You
want to see what
your child can do
independently. If
you help, you are
masking gaps. If
your child asks
for help, simply
say, "Just do your
best."
Don't rush.
There is no time
limit. Let the
student take as
long as they
need. Rushing
leads to careless
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errors and does
not give a true
picture of their
capabilities.
Allow breaks. If
the test seems
long, take a
break. Do not
complete a
multiple-level
test in one
sitting. Spreading
it over a couple
of days often
yields better
results.
Use scratch
paper. Provide
plenty of scratch
paper. The
student should
show their work.
This allows you
to see their
thought process,
even if they get
the answer
wrong.
Review the
"stop" rules. Do
not force a
student to

complete a test if
it is clearly too
difficult. Stopping
early saves time
and frustration.
Consider
testing
multiple levels.
It is common to
administer two or
even three
placement tests
in one session
(e.g., start with
Beta, find it easy,
and move to
Gamma). This is
the most efficient
way to find the
right spot.

COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
MATH U SEE
PLACEMENT

Can I use
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the
placemen
t test for
a student
who is
not
currently
in a math

program?
Yes, absolutely. This is
actually  one  of  the
most common uses for
M a t h  U  S e e
Placement  Tests .
They are excellent for
students who are new
to  homeschooling  or
s w i t c h i n g  f r o m  a
different  curriculum.

The  tests  will  quickly
r e v e a l  t h e i r  t r u e
knowledge  level.

What if
my child
scores
perfectly
on a
placemen
t test but
has never
used
Math U
See?
I f  a  student  scores
a b o v e  8 0 %  o n  a



14

14 Math U See Placement Tests 2026-04-25

placement  test,  they
have  likely  mastered
that  level's  content.
You can move them to
t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .
However,  be  aware
that Math U See uses
specific vocabulary and
p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g
methods  (e.g.,  the
"Dec ima l  S t ree t "
method  f o r  p l ace
value). A student may
know  the  math  but
n e e d  a  b r i e f
adjustment  period  to
learn  the  curriculum's
unique approach.

Should I
place my

child in a
level that
focuses
on their
weakness
?
Not exactly. The goal is
to  find  the  level  where
they  have  mastery  of
the  prerequisites.  If
your  child  struggles
with  multiplication,
they  shou ld  go  to
G a m m a
(multiplication),  not
skip  it.  The  placement


