
Best Of Mystery Science Theater 3000 1

Best Of Mystery
Science Theater
3000

Best Of
Mystery
Science
Theater 3000

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com

by Tessa &
Stephenson

A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE BEST OF
MYSTERY SCIENCE
THEATER 3000

F o r  o v e r  t h r e e
decades,  a  peculiar
show has captured the
hearts of comedy fans,
film  buffs,  and  pop
culture  enthusiasts
al ike.  I t  is  a  wor ld
where  a  man and his
robot  companions  are
forced to watch terrible
movies, and their only
defense  is  relentless,
witty  commentary.
That show is Mystery

Science  Theater
3 0 0 0  ( M S T 3 K ) .
Selecting the Best Of
Mystery  Science
Theater  3000  is  a
t a s k  t h a t  s t i r s
passionate  debate
a m o n g  i t s  l o y a l
f a n b a s e .  W i t h
countless  episodes
spanning  the  original
Joel  Hodgson  era,  the
Mike Nelson era, a brief
revival,  and  a  Netflix
reboot,  narrowing  it
d o w n  r e q u i r e s
understanding  what
makes an episode truly
great.  This  art ic le
explores  the  finest
moments  of  MST3K,
the science behind its
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h u m o r ,  a n d  t h e
episodes  that  define
t h e  s e r i e s  a s  a
monument  to  snark
and  creativity.

What
Makes an
Episode
the Best
of
Mystery
Science
Theater
3000?
Before  div ing  into
specific  episodes,  it’s
essential  to  define  the
criteria  that  elevate  a
particular  movie-riffing

session  to  legendary
status.  The  Best  Of
Mystery  Science
T h e a t e r  3 0 0 0
episodes share several
common  elements.
First,  the  featured  film
must  be  genuinely
terrible—boring, poorly
acted,  or  logical ly
broken—yet  remain
watchable. Second, the
riffs (the jokes) need to
be  sharp,  relentless,
and balanced between
c l e v e r  l i t e r a r y
references,  slapstick
clowning,  and  meta-
commentary on 1950s
sci-fi  tropes.  Third,  the
host  segments  (the
skits  between  acts)
m u s t  a d d  t o  t h e
experience,  whether
t h r o u g h  a  c l e v e r
invention  exchange,  a
musical  number,  or  a
character moment that
deepens the lore of the
Satellite of Love.
Another  critical  factor
i s  t h e  c h e m i s t r y
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b e t w e e n  t h e
characters.  Whether
it’s  Joel  Hodgson’s
gentle,  mad-scientist
s a r c a s m  o r  M i k e
N e l s o n ’ s  m o r e
d e a d p a n ,  w e a r y
delivery,  the  dynamic
with Tom Servo,  Crow
T.  Robot,  and  Gypsy
creates  a  family-like
bond  that  makes  the
m o c k e r y  f e e l
affectionate  rather
than  mean.  Episodes
that  showcase  this
camaraderie, alongside
a  perfectly  terrible
movie,  earn a  spot  in
any fan’s top tier.

THE JOEL
HODGSON ERA:
WHERE IT ALL
BEGAN

T h e  o r i g i n a l  r u n
(1988–1993) under Joel
Hodgson  established
the  template.  Joel,  a
jan i tor  t rapped  in
s p a c e  b y  m a d
scientists  Dr.  Clayton

Forrester  and  TV’s
Frank, endures cheesy
films  with  his
wisecracking  robots.
The  humor  is  often
gentler,  more  absurd,
and  deeply  rooted  in
1950s/60s  B-movie
culture.

Essential
Episodes
from the
Joel Years
“Manos”: The Hands
of  Fate  (Season  4,
Episode 24) – Perhaps
the most infamous film
ever  riffed,  Manos  is  a
cinematic black hole of
incompetence.  The
MST3K crew transforms
this  incomprehensible
nightmare into comedy
gold. From jokes about
Torgo’s  bizarre  walk
and oversized hands to
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the  endlessly  looping
final  scene,  this
e p i s o d e  i s  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
transforming  boredom
into hilarity. It is almost
always included in any
l ist  of  the  Best  Of
Mystery  Science
Theater  3000 .
“The Final Sacrifice”
(Season  9,  Episode
9) – Though technically
part  of  the  Mike  era
(more  on  that  soon),
this episode is beloved
f o r  i t s  C a n a d i a n
setting,  a  plucky  kid
h e r o ,  a n d  t h e
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
character  Rowsdower.
The  riffs  are  fast,
funny,  and  deeply
quotable. “Rowsdower!
Does  he  have  beer?”
has  become  a  fan
mantra.  It  perfectly
captures  the  show’s
a b i l i t y  t o  t u r n  a
forgettable  low-budget
film  into  a  cultural
touchstone.

“ P o d  P e o p l e ”
(Season  3,  Episode
2) – This Spanish-made
sci-fi  flick  about  an
alien  imp  and  inept
hunters  is  a  treasure
t r o v e  o f  a b s u r d
moments. The monster
p u p p e t  ( c a l l e d
“Trumpy” by the bots)
a n d  t h e  e n d l e s s
r e p e t i t i o n  o f  a n
annoying song make it
a  fan  favorite.  Joel’s
gentle mocking of  the
film’s  flaws,  combined
w i t h  S e r v o ’ s
impressions,  creates a
p e r f e c t  s t o r m  o f
comedy.
“The  Girl  in  Lovers
Lane”  (Season  2,
E p i s o d e  3 )  –  A
f o r g o t t e n  d r a m a
starring  a  young  Jack
Elam,  this  episode  is
k n o w n  f o r  i t s
unexpectedly charming
Host  segments  and  a
film so  dull  it  becomes
fascinating.  The  riffs
highlight the absurdity
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of  small-town  loafers
a n d  a  s t r a n g e l y
menacing  hobo.  It’s  a
h i d d e n  g e m  t h a t
exemplifies  the  show’s
range  beyond  sci-fi.

THE MIKE NELSON
ERA: REFINING
THE ART

When Joel left the show
in  1993,  head  writer
Mike Nelson took over
as the human host. The
t o n e  s h i f t e d
slightly—Mike’s  humor
was more sarcastic and
cynical,  and the jokes
became  even  denser.
The Best Of Mystery
Science  Theater
3000  from  the  Mike
era  often  feature  films
that  are  both  terrible
and  weirdly  earnest,
allowing  for  a  different
brand of mockery.

Iconic
Episodes
from the
Mike
Years
“Space  Mut iny”
(Season  8,  Episode
20)  –  A  goofy  Star
Wars  knock-off  with  a
lead actor who cannot
act,  riotous  accent
work,  and  an  endless
number  of  corridors.
T h e  M S T 3 K  c r e w
unleashes  some  of
their  most  creative
insults,  including  the
legendary  riff
comparing  the  hero’s
heroic  name  changes
to muscle car models:
“Big  McLargeHuge,”
“Blast  HardCheese,”
and  “Roll  Fizzlebeef.”
This episode is comedy
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non-stop.
“The Final Sacrifice”
– Yes, it appears again.
While  it  aired  during
M i k e ’ s  t e n u r e ,  i t
remains  universally
beloved.  The blend of
Canadian  stereotypes,
a cult subplot, and the
sheer ineptitude of the
film-making makes it  a
perfect  candidate  for
the  best.
“Mitchell”  (Season
5,  Episode  1)  –  The
first  episode  of  season
five  features  a  bloated
Joe Don Baker as a slob
detective.  The film is a
slog,  but  the  riffs  are
g o l d .  T h e  h o s t
segments  are  also
n o t a b l e :  J o e l ’ s
departure  and  Mike’s
arrival  are  handled
with  comedic  grace.
T h i s  e p i s o d e  i s  a
turning  point  for  the
series.
“Time  Chasers”
(Season  8,  Episode

1 6 )  –  A n o t h e r
Canadian  gem,  this
low-budget  time-travel
film features a wooden
lead actor, a ridiculous
flying  plane,  and  a
hero who looks nothing
like  a  scientist.  The
riffing is sharp, and the
e n d i n g  s o n g  i s  a
delightful  send-off.  It’s
a  fan  favorite  that
perfectly  captures  the
charm  of  the  show’s
later years.

Why
These
Episodes
Endure
The  reason  these
e p i s o d e s  a r e
considered  the  Best
Of  Mystery  Science
Theater 3000 lies not
just in the jokes but in
the shared experience.
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Every fan has their own
memory  of  watching
these  films  and
laughing  until  they
c r i e d .  T h e  s h o w
created  a  community
o f  p e o p l e  w h o
appreciate bad movies
a n d  t h e  a r t  o f
commentary. The best
episodes are those that
y o u  c a n  w a t c h
repeatedly, discovering
new  background  gags
or  forgotten  riffs  every
time.

STANDALONE
MASTERS: GENRE-
BENDING
EPISODES

Beyond  the  Joel  vs.
Mike  debate,  some
episodes  break  the
mold  entirely.  These
often feature films that
a r e  s o  w e i r d  o r
experimental  that  the
riffing  becomes
secondary to the sheer
absurdity.

“ S a n t a  C l a u s
C o n q u e r s  t h e
Martians”  (Season
3,  Episode  4)  –  A
bizarre holiday special
f r o m  1 9 6 4 .  T h e
combination of Martian
children,  a  grumpy
Santa, and a plot that
m a k e s  n o  s e n s e
produces  i ns tan t
c l a ss i c  l i nes  l i ke
“Ploogy!”  The  episode
is a staple of Christmas
viewing for MSTies.
“The  Bra in  That
W o u l d n ’ t  D i e ”
(Season  5,  Episode
4)  –  A  classic  1960s
s h o c k e r  a b o u t  a
scientist  keeping  his
fiancée’s  head  alive  in
a  pan.  The film is  both
creepy  and  laughable,
and the bots’ reactions
to the screaming head
are  pr iceless.  The
episode tackles gender
dynamics and medical
ethics  with  surprising
insight,  wrapped  in
cheap  gore.
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“Eegah!” (Season 4,
Episode 40) – Starring
Richard Kiel as a giant
caveman who stalks a
teenage girl, this film is
infamous for its terrible
song  and  ludicrous
plot.  The  riff  “Watch
out  for  snakes!”  has
become  a  legendary
call-and-response.  The
episode  is  a  perfect
d is t i l la t ion  of  the
show’s  ability  to  turn
bad taste into high art.

HOW TO
EXPERIENCE THE
BEST OF MYSTERY
SCIENCE THEATER
3000 TODAY

W i t h  t h e  s h o w ’ s
tumultuous  r ights
history,  accessing  the
Best  Of  Mystery
Science  Theater
3000  has  never  been
e a s i e r  t h a n k s  t o
streaming. The original
series  is  available  on
platforms like Pluto TV
(with  a  24/7  MST3K

channel),  YouTube
(official  uploads  from
Shout!  Factory),  and
the  Gizmoplex—the
show’s  own streaming
service  launched  by
creator  Joel  Hodgson.
The  Gizmoplex  offers
curated collections, live
events,  and  all  the
classic  episodes.  For
new  viewers,  starting
with  episodes  l ike
“Manos” ,  “Space
Mutiny” ,  or  “The
Final  Sacrifice”  is  a
perfect  entry  point.

A Note on
the
Modern
Revivals
The  2017  Netflix
revival  (Season  11)
and  2018  Season  12,
as  well  as  the  2022
continuation  via  the
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Gizmoplex,  introduced
a  new  host ,  Jonah
Heston, and later Emily
Crenshaw  (from  the
live tours). While these
seasons have their own
charms—such as “Mac
and  Me”  and  “The
L o v e s  o f
Hercules”—the classic
era  st i l l  ho lds  the
throne  for  most  fans.
However,  the  best  of
the  bes t  f rom  the
r e v i v a l  i n c l u d e s
“Avalanche”  (a 1978
disaster  film)  and
“Carnival  Magic”,
which  showcase  the
same  spirit  of  loving
mockery.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING LEGACY
OF MST3K

Why  does  Mystery
Science  Theater
3000  remain  relevant
in  an  age  of  instant
streaming and endless
content?  Because  it
taps  into  a  universal

human desire: to share
a  laugh  with  friends
w h i l e  w a t c h i n g
something terrible. The
show  teaches  us  that
even the worst movies
can  be  redeemed  by
c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
camaraderie. The Best
Of  Mystery  Science
T h e a t e r  3 0 0 0
episodes  are  not  just
funny—they  are  time
capsules of a particular
b r a n d  o f  n e r d y ,
irreverent,  and  deeply
intel l igent  humor.
Whether  you ’ re  a
lifelong fan or a curious
newcomer, there is an
episode  waiting  for
you, ready to turn your
bad  movie  night  into
an  un fo rge t tab le
experience.  So  pick  a
film,  sit  back,  and  let
the  riffing  begin.  After
al l ,  in  the  world  of
MST3K,  every  terrible
movie  is  just  a  few
j o k e s  a w a y  f r o m
greatness.


