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MASTERING THE
ALEKS MATH
PLACEMENT TEST
AT UIUC: A
COMPLETE GUIDE

Starting your academic
j o u r n e y  a t  t h e
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign  is
an  exciting  milestone,
but  before  you  can
register for calculus or
other  math  courses,
y o u  w i l l  l i k e l y
encounter  the  ALEKS
Math  Placement
T e s t  U I U C .  T h i s
adaptive assessment is
not  just  a  hurdle  to
c l e a r ;  i t  i s  a  t o o l
designed to place you

in  the  mathematics
course where you have
the  best  chance  of
success.  Whether  you
a r e  a n  i n c o m i n g
freshman or a transfer
student, understanding
how  this  test  works,
what  it  covers,  and
how  to  prepare  can
significantly  reduce
stress  and  help  you
achieve  your  desired
placement.
This article provides a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview of the ALEKS
Math  Placement
T e s t  a t  U I U C ,
including  the  format,
preparation  strategies,
scoring  interpretation,
and what to do if you
want to retest. By the
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end,  you  will  have  a
c lea r  roadmap  to
navigate this important
step in your academic
career.

WHAT IS THE
ALEKS MATH
PLACEMENT TEST
AT UIUC?

T h e  A L E K S
(Assessment  and
Learning in Knowledge
Spaces) placement test
is  an  online,  adaptive
assessment  used  by
UIUC to determine your
readiness  for  various
mathematics  courses.
Unl ike  t radi t ional
exams  that  s imply
grade  right  or  wrong
answers,  ALEKS  uses
artificial  intelligence  to
pinpoint  exactly  which
t o p i c s  y o u  h a v e
mastered  and  which
a r e a s  n e e d
improvement. The test
is  officially  known  as
t h e  A L E K S  P P L
( P l a c e m e n t ,

P repa ra t i on ,  and
Learning)  program,
and it is required for all
new  students  who
need  to  enrol l  in  a
calculus or precalculus
course.
The  ALEKS  Math
Placement Test UIUC
is  not  a  pass-or-fail
exam.  Ins tead ,  i t
generates a placement
score that ranges from
0  to  100.  This  score
corresponds  to  specific
c o u r s e
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
from basic  algebra up
through  Calculus  I
(MATH  220  or  MATH
221).  The higher  your
s c o r e ,  t h e  m o r e
advanced  the  course
fo r  wh ich  you  a re
eligible.

Why
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Does
UIUC Use

ALEKS?
UIUC  adopted  ALEKS
because  it  provides  a
more  precise  and  fair
placement  mechanism
than a simple multiple-
choice  test.  Because
the test adapts to your
answers—becoming
more difficult when you
answer  correctly  and
e a s i e r  w h e n  y o u
struggle—ALEKS  can
measure  your  actual
knowledge  without
w a s t i n g  t i m e  o n
questions that are too
simple  or  too  hard.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
system  inc ludes  a
“Prep  and  Learning
Module”  that  allows
you  to  refresh  and
review  topics  before
retaking the test.  This
approach helps ensure

that you are placed in
a  course  where  you
can  thrive,  reducing
t h e  c h a n c e s  o f
struggling  or  being
bored.

FORMAT AND
STRUCTURE OF
THE ALEKS
PLACEMENT TEST

Understanding the test
format  is  the  first  step
toward  effective
p repara t i on .  The
A L E K S  M a t h
Placement Test UIUC
consists of three main
pa r t s :  t he  i n i t i a l
assessment,  a  period
of  targeted  learning,
and an opportunity  to
retest.

Initial
Assessme
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When you first log in to
the ALEKS system, you
w i l l  t a k e  a n
unproctored  initial
assessment .  Th is
assessment  typically
c o n t a i n s  2 5 – 3 0
questions, and you will
have unlimited time to
complete  it  (though
most  students  finish  in
60–90  minutes).  The
questions cover a wide
range  of  topics  from
basic  arithmetic  and
a l g e b r a  t o
t r igonometry  and
precalculus.  Because
the test is adaptive, do
not be surprised if the
quest ions  become
quite challenging—that
m e a n s  y o u  a r e
pe r f o rm ing  we l l .
However,  you  are  not
expected  to  know
everything; the test is
designed  to  find  the
e d g e s  o f  y o u r

knowledge.

Prep and
Learning
Module
A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l
assessment,  you  will
receive a score and a
detailed report of your
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.  You  will
then be granted access
t o  t h e  P r e p  a n d
Learning  Module,  a
personalized  review
system  that  provides
tutorials,  practice
p r o b l e m s ,  a n d
explanations  tailored
to the topics you need
to  improve .  U IUC
strongly  recommends
spend ing  a t  leas t
10–15  hours  in  this
m o d u l e  b e f o r e
attempting  a  retest.
Y o u  c a n  u s e  t h i s
module  for  up  to  one
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year  after  your  first
assessment.

Retest
Opportuni
ty
You  are  al lowed  to
retake  the  ALEKS
Math  Placement
Test UIUC  up  to  two
additional times (for a
t o t a l  o f  t h r e e
attempts).  Each retest
must  be  proctored,
meaning you will need
to  verify  your  identity
and take the test in a
s u p e r v i s e d
environment,  typically
through  a  webcam
monitoring service. The
proctored  retests
ensure the integrity of
the placement process.
Between attempts, you
must spend at least 10
hours in the Prep and
Learning Module.  Your

highest  score  among
all  attempts  will  be
used  for  placement.

WHAT TOPICS
DOES THE ALEKS
TEST COVER?

The  content  of  the
ALEKS  placement  test
spans  f r om  bas i c
mathematics  through
precalculus.  Although
the  exact  questions
vary  based  on  your
answers,  the  following
topic areas are almost
always represented:

Real numbers
and operations:
fractions,
decimals,
percentages,
square roots, and
order of
operations
Basic algebra:
linear equations,
inequalities,
exponents,
polynomials,
factoring, and
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rational
expressions
Functions and
graphs: domain
and range, linear
functions,
quadratic
functions,
transformations,
and inverse
functions
Trigonometry:
trigonometric
functions, unit
circle, identities,
and solving
triangles
Precalculus:
exponential and
logarithmic
functions,
sequences and
series, conic
sections, and
matrices
Geometry: basic
properties of
shapes, area,
volume, and
coordinate
geometry

It is important to note

that  ALEKS  does  not
i n c l u d e  c a l c u l u s
questions,  even if  you
are aiming for Calculus
I.  The  test  measures
your  prerequis i te
knowledge  to  ensure
y o u  h a v e  t h e
foundation  needed  for
calculus.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE ALEKS
MATH PLACEMENT
TEST UIUC

Preparation  is  key  to
achieving  your  target
score. Here are several
strategies to  help you
perform at your best.

Review
Foundatio
nal
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Concepts
Early
Do  not  wait  until  the
week  be fo re  your
proctored  retest  to
start  studying.  Begin
by reviewing topics you
have not touched in a
while.  Start with basic
algebra and work your
way  up.  The  ALEKS
system  itself  provides
a personalized learning
path, but you can also
use free resources like
Khan  Academy,  Paul’s
Online Math Notes,  or
even  your  old  high
school  textbooks.

Take the
Initial
Assessme

nt
Honestly
Some  students  try  to
“game” the system by
intentionally answering
incorrectly  on  the  first
assessment to get easy
q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e
r e t e s t .  T h i s  i s  a
mistake.  The  initial
a s s e s s m e n t  i s
unproctored  and  does
not  count  for  official
placement—it only sets
your  baseline.  If  you
are truthful, ALEKS will
ident i fy  your  t rue
weaknesses,  and  the
learning  module  will
target  those  areas.  If
you  cheat,  you  wil l
waste  valuable  study
time  on  topics  you
already  know.

Maximize
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the Prep
and
Learning

Module
A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l
assessment,  dive  into
the  learning  module.
The system will show a
p i e  c h a r t  o f  y o u r
knowledge  broken
down  by  topic.  Focus
on the slices  that  are
partially  filled  rather
than  start ing  from
scratch.  Work  through
t h e  p r o v i d e d
exp lanat ions  and
practice problems until
y o u  c o n s i s t e n t l y
answer  correctly.  The
module  tracks  your
progress  and  will  let
you  know  when  you
are ready for a retest.

Practice
Under
Timed
Condition
s
While the ALEKS test is
not strictly timed, most
students  find  it  helpful
to simulate a proctored
environment. Set aside
a quiet  block of  time,
avoid distractions, and
try to work through a
full  practice  test  from
another  source.  This
builds  stamina  and
reduces  tes t -day
anxiety.

Use



Aleks Math Placement Test Uiuc 9

9

Official
UIUC
Resource

s
UIUC’s  Mathematics
Department  provides
guidelines and sample
ques t ions  fo r  the
ALEKS placement test.
Check  the  official  New
Student  Registration
w e b s i t e  f o r  a n y
u p d a t e s ,  a s
requi rements  can
change  from  year  to
year. Also, reach out to
your academic advisor
if  you  have  specific
questions about which
course  you  should
target.

INTERPRETING
YOUR ALEKS
SCORE FOR UIUC

Your ALEKS score is a

number between 0 and
100. At UIUC, this score
translates  into  course
eligibility  as  follows
(note  that  cutoffs  may
shift slightly each year,
so  ver i fy  w i th  the
current  catalog):

Score 0–29:
Placement into
MATH 112
(Algebra) or
MATH 115
(Precalculus)
depending on
other factors
Score 30–44:
Placement into
MATH 115
(Precalculus)
Score 45–59:
Placement into
MATH 220
(Calculus I –
Business) or
MATH 221
(Calculus I) with
a corequisite
workshop
Score 60–74:
Placement into
MATH 221



10

10 Aleks Math Placement Test Uiuc 2023-02-03

(Calculus I)
without
workshop
Score 75–100:
Placement into
MATH 231
(Calculus II) or
higher, subject to
prerequisite
verification

Keep  in  mind  that
some  majors  require
specific  scores.  For
example,  Engineering
students  may  need  a
score of 60 or higher to
enroll  in  MATH  221
d i r e c t l y .  A l w a y s
confirm  with  your
department.

WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER YOU
COMPLETE THE
TEST?

Once you have taken a
proctored  retest  and
achieved  your  desired
score, you will see the
updated  placement  in
your  UIUC  student

portal.  You  can  then
r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e
appropr iate  math
course  during  your
enrollment  window.  If
you are still unsatisfied
with  your  score  after
three  attempts,  you
may  petition  for  an
additional  retest,  but
this  requires  strong
justification  and
approval  f rom  the
M a t h e m a t i c s
Department.
Remember  that  your
ALEKS score  does  not
affect  your  GPA  or
admission  status;  it
only determines which
math  course  you  can
take.  A  lower  score
simply means you will
s ta r t  w i th  a  more
foundational  course,
which  can  actually
build  a  stronger  base
for  future  success  in
h i g h e r - l e v e l
mathematics.
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE ALEKS
MATH PLACEMENT

TEST AT UIUC

Do all
students
have to
take the
ALEKS
test?
M o s t  n e w
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
students must take the
ALEKS  placement  test
un less  they  have
earned  c red i t  f o r
calculus through AP, IB,
or  dual  enrollment.
Even if you have credit,
you  may still  want  to
take the test to confirm
your skills or place into

a higher course.

Can I use
a
calculator
?
N o .  T h e  A L E K S
p l a c e m e n t  t e s t
includes  a  bui l t - in
calculator  that  only
appears  when  the
question is designed to
require  one.  You  are
not allowed to use your
own  calculator,  online
resources,  or  notes.
During  a  proctored
retest, the proctor will
ensure  you  adhere  to
these rules.

How long
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is the test
valid?
Your ALEKS placement
test  results  are  valid
for one year from the
date  of  the  proctored
attempt.  If  you  start
college later, you may
need to retest.

What if I
don’t
finish the
test?
The test  is  not timed,
so  you  wil l  have  as
long  as  you  need.
However,  the  system
may  time  out  after
s e v e r a l  h o u r s  o f
inactivity. It  is best to
complete  the  test  in
one  s i t t ing.  I f  you
accidentally  exit,  you

can resume where you
left  off  if  you  log  back
in within a reasonable
time.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
ON THE ALEKS
PLACEMENT TEST

Taking  the  ALEKS
Math  Placement
Test  UIUC  can  feel
stressful,  but  with the
r ight  mindset  and
preparation,  you  can
achieve the placement
you  want.  Here  are
some  final  tips:

Start early: Do1.
not wait until the
last week before
registration. Give
yourself at least
three weeks to
use the Prep and
Learning Module
effectively.
Focus on weak2.
spots: The
learning module
will highlight
exactly what you
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need to study.
Prioritize those
topics over
reviewing what
you already
know well.
Take the3.
proctored
retest
seriously: Even
though you have
two retest
chances, aim to
get your desired
score on the first
proctored
attempt to save
time.
Rest and4.
hydrate: Before
the test, get a
good night’s
sleep and eat a
balanced meal. A
well-rested brain
performs better
on complex math
problems.
Read each5.
question
carefully: ALEKS

questions can be
wordy. Take your
time to
understand what
is being asked
before
answering.

CONCLUSION

The  ALEKS  Math
Placement Test UIUC
is  an essential  part of
your  transition  to  the
University  of  Illinois.
Rather than viewing it
as  an obstacle,  see it
as  an  opportunity  to
start your mathematics
coursework at the right
level, one that matches
y o u r  c u r r e n t
knowledge  and  sets
you up for success. By
understanding the test
format,  prepar ing
strategically  with  the
proprietary  learning
module,  and  taking
advantage  of  retest
opportunities,


