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BRINGING A CLASSIC STORY TO LIFE: THE POWER OF
A SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE POWERPOINT

Few children’s books have captured the hearts of young readers
quite like A Squash and a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson and Axel
Scheffler. With its rhythmic rhyming text, whimsical illustrations,
and a timeless lesson about contentment, this beloved story has
become a staple in early years classrooms and family
bookshelves around the world. But for educators, parents, and
librarians looking to deepen engagement and build literacy skills,
a printed book is only the beginning. A well-designed A Squash
And A Squeeze Powerpoint transforms the reading experience
into an interactive, multi-sensory learning adventure that children
remember long after the story ends.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you need
to know about creating and using a A Squash And A Squeeze
Powerpoint. From understanding the story’s educational value
to structuring slides that captivate young audiences, you will
discover practical strategies to make your presentations both
effective and enchanting.

WHY A SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE POWERPOINT
WORKS SO WELL IN THE CLASSROOM

The story of a little old lady who feels her house is too small, only
to learn after a series of chaotic animal visits that her home was
just right all along, is rich with teaching opportunities. A A
Squash And A Squeeze Powerpoint enhances these
opportunities by combining visual, auditory, and interactive
elements that appeal to diverse learning styles.

Visual Learning and Story
Sequencing

Children are naturally drawn to bright, detailed images. Axel
Scheffler’s illustrations are filled with humorous details that
reward close looking. A PowerPoint presentation allows you to
display these images large and clear, making it easier for every
child in the room to see the expressions on the animals’ faces
and the growing chaos in the little old lady’s home. By
sequencing slides to mirror the story’s progression, you reinforce
narrative structure and help children understand beginning,
middle, and end.
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Phonics and Rhyme
Recognition

Julia Donaldson’s text is a treasure trove of rhyming words,
rhythm, and repetition. When you project the words on screen
using a A Squash And A Squeeze Powerpoint, children can
follow along as you read. This shared reading experience builds
print awareness and phonological skills. You can highlight
rhyming pairs, point to repetitive phrases, and invite children to
chime in on lines they remember.

Inclusive Participation for
All Learners

Not every child learns best by sitting still and listening. A
PowerPoint presentation allows you to incorporate movement
breaks, sound effects, and questions that keep even the wiggliest
learners engaged. For children with attention or sensory needs,
the structured visual format provides a clear roadmap of the
lesson, reducing anxiety and increasing focus.

KEY ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE A SQUASH AND A
SQUEEZE POWERPOINT

Creating a memorable presentation requires more than just
scanning the book’s pages. The most impactful A Squash And A

Squeeze Powerpoint resources carefully balance content,
design, and interactivity.

High-Quality Images with
Permission

If you are creating your own presentation, make sure to use
images ethically. Many educators scan pages from their own copy
of the book for classroom use, which is generally permitted under
fair use guidelines. Alternatively, you can purchase digital
resources from educational platforms that include licensed
illustrations. The images should be clear, bright, and large
enough to be seen from the back of the room.

Read-Aloud Text in Large,
Clear Fonts

The text from A Squash and a Squeeze should appear in a font
that is easy to read from a distance. Sans-serif fonts like Arial or
Verdana at 24 points or larger work well. Consider breaking long
passages across multiple slides so that text does not feel
overwhelming. You might also bold or color key rhyming words to
draw attention to the sound patterns.
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Interactive Prompts and
Questions

Intersperse your slides with questions that invite prediction and
discussion. For example, after showing the little old lady bringing
in the cow, you might ask, “What do you think will happen next?”
or “How is the old lady feeling now?” These prompts turn passive
listening into active thinking and help develop comprehension
skills.

Sound Effects and Audio
Clips

A A Squash And A Squeeze Powerpoint becomes truly
magical when you add sound. A mooing cow, a grunting pig, or
the clatter of dishes falling can make the story come alive. Audio
clips also support auditory learners and add an element of
surprise and delight. Just keep sound effects brief so they
enhance rather than distract from the narrative flow.

Activity and Extension

Slides

After the story, include slides that transition into follow-up
activities. These might feature vocabulary words from the book,
discussion prompts like “What makes your home feel just right?”,
or instructions for a drawing or writing task. Extending the story
beyond the reading deepens learning and gives children a chance
to express their own ideas.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO BUILDING YOUR OWN A
SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE POWERPOINT

Whether you are a seasoned educator or a parent trying virtual
storytime for the first time, building your own presentation is
easier than you might think. Follow these steps to create a
resource that feels polished and purposeful.

Step 1: Outline the Story
Arc

Begin by dividing the story into logical sections. The typical arc
includes the old lady’s complaint, the wise man’s advice, the
arrival of each animal, the growing chaos, and the final
realization and reversal. Write down what happens in each
section so you know how many slides you will need and what
each should contain.



Step 2: Gather Your
Materials

Collect images, text excerpts, and any audio clips you plan to
use. If you are typing the text yourself, keep it faithful to the
original story wording so children can follow along word for word.
Organize everything in folders on your computer to make the
assembly process smooth.

Step 3: Design for Clarity
and Beauty

Choose a simple, clean slide template that does not compete with
the story content. A white or light background with a subtle
border works well. Place images on one side of the slide and text
on the other, or layer text over images if the contrast is strong
enough. Avoid cluttering slides with too many elements. Each
slide should have a clear focal point.

Step 4: Add Animations and

Transitions Sparingly

Animations can be fun, but they should serve the story rather
than distract from it. A gentle fade between slides or a simple
appear animation for text can keep the flow smooth. Avoid flashy
transitions that take attention away from the narrative. The story
itself should remain the star.

Step 5: Insert Interactive
Elements

Add a few slides specifically for audience interaction. These might
say, “Let’s all make a pig noise!” or “Count how many animals
are in the house now.” Movement slides that invite children to
stand up and stretch or act out an animal motion are especially
effective for younger audiences.

Step 6: Review and
Rehearse

Once your A Squash And A Squeeze Powerpoint is
assembled, go through it from start to finish. Check that all text is
readable, images are properly aligned, and audio clips play
correctly. Practice your pacing so you know how long to linger on
each slide before clicking forward. A well-rehearsed presentation
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feels confident and natural.

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES TO PAIR WITH YOUR A SQUASH
AND A SQUEEZE POWERPOINT

The learning does not have to stop when the last slide fades.
Pairing your presentation with hands-on activities deepens
comprehension and makes the story memorable. Here are
several ideas that work beautifully alongside a A Squash And A
Squeeze Powerpoint.

Sequencing Cards and
Story Retelling

After watching the presentation, give children sequencing cards
featuring key events from the story. Ask them to arrange the
cards in the correct order. This activity reinforces narrative
structure and gives children a chance to retell the story in their
own words. You can even create digital sequencing slides within
your PowerPoint for whole-class practice.

Vocabulary Building with
Animal Words

The story introduces a wonderful range of animal vocabulary.
Create a slide that lists all the animals from the book with their
pictures. Discuss their sizes, sounds, and characteristics. Then

play a matching game where children connect each animal to the
problem it caused in the little old lady’s house.

Writing Prompts Inspired by
the Story

Encourage children to write or draw about their own homes. Use
prompts such as, “What is your favorite thing about your home?”
or “If you could add one animal to your home for a day, which
animal would you choose and why?” Display these responses on
a bulletin board alongside images from your presentation.

Math Connections with
Counting and Size

The story naturally lends itself to early math skills. Count the
animals as they enter the house, compare their sizes, and discuss
concepts like “crowded” versus “spacious.” You can create slides
that ask, “How many legs are in the house now?” or “Which
animal is the biggest?” These cross-curricular connections show
children that stories can teach math too.

Drama and Role-Play

After viewing the presentation, invite children to act out the
story. Assign roles for the old lady, the wise man, and each



animal. Use simple props like a shawl! for the old lady or a paper
crown for the wise man. Performing the story helps children
internalize the language and emotions of the characters.

ADAPTING A SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE POWERPOINT
FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS

One of the strengths of A Squash and a Squeeze is its versatility.
With thoughtful adaptation, your A Squash And A Squeeze
Powerpoint can serve children from preschool through early
primary grades.

For Preschoolers (Ages 3-4)

Keep slides very simple with one image and one line of text per
slide. Focus on the animal sounds and the repetitive phrase “a
squash and a squeeze.” Include plenty of movement breaks and
opportunities for children to join in. At this age, the goal is
enjoyment and exposure to rhyme and rhythm rather than deep
comprehension.

For Kindergarteners (Ages
5-6)

Add more text and begin pointing out rhyming words. Include
prediction questions before each animal enters. Introduce
vocabulary like “complaint,” “advice,” and “content.” You can
also add simple counting activities and ask children to recall the

For Early Primary (Ages
6-7)

Use longer text passages and discuss the story’s theme of
gratitude and perspective. Ask inferential questions like, “Why
did the wise man tell the old lady to bring in the animals?”
Include writing extensions and encourage children to compare
this story to other Julia Donaldson books. At this stage, your A
Squash And A Squeeze Powerpoint can become a
springboard for deeper literary analysis.

COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID WHEN CREATING YOUR
PRESENTATION

Even experienced educators sometimes fall into traps that reduce
the effectiveness of their slides. Being aware of these common
mistakes will help you create a A Squash And A Squeeze
Powerpoint that truly shines.

Too Much Text Per Slide

When you cram an entire page of the story onto one slide,
children become overwhelmed and lose focus. Break text into
small, digestible chunks. Ideally, each slide should carry no more
than two to three sentences. This keeps the pace lively and gives
children time to process each idea.
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Overusing Animations and
Sound

While a well-placed sound effect adds charm, too many sounds
become noise. Similarly, animations that fly, spin, or bounce can
distract from the story’s emotional beats. Use restraint. Let the
story’s natural drama carry the weight.

lgnoring the Audience’s
Energy Level

A presentation that is all slides and no interaction will lose young
children quickly. Build in moments where you pause, ask a
question, or invite a physical response. Reading your audience’s
energy and adjusting your pace is a skill that grows



