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REDISCOVERING A
CULT CLASSIC: THE
PRISONER CELL
BLOCK H DVD BOX
SET

There  are  television
shows  that  entertain,
and  then  there  are
those  that  transcend
the screen to become
cultural  touchstones.
Prisoner  Cell  Block
H, the iconic Australian
soap  opera  that  aired
from  1979  to  1986,
firmly  belongs  to  the
latter  category.  For
decades,  fans  have
c l a m o r e d  f o r  a
definitive  way  to  own

a n d  r e v i s i t  t h e
dramatic  lives  of  the
women  of  Wentworth
Detent ion  Centre.
Today,  that  desire  is
perfectly  fulfilled  by
the  Prisoner  Cell
Block  H  DVD  Box
Set,  a  comprehensive
collection  that  allows
b o t h  l o n g - t i m e
devotees  and  new
viewers  to  immerse
themselves  in  one  of
the most gripping and
groundbreaking  series
ever  produced.  This
article  explores  the
immense appeal of this
legendary  show  and
why this particular DVD
c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a n
essential  acquisition
f o r  a n y  s e r i o u s
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television enthusiast.

THE ENDURING
PHENOMENON OF
PRISONER CELL
BLOCK H

Before delving into the
specifics  of  the  DVD
box set,  it's  crucial  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
magnetic  pull  of  the
series  itself.  Prisoner
Cel l  B lock  H  was
unlike  anything  that
had come before it. Set
within the confines of a
women's  prison,  the
show  tackled  raw,
controversial ,  and
socially relevant issues
with a level of grit and
r e a l i s m  t h a t  w a s
unprecedented  for
daytime  television.
From  corruption  and
systemic  injustice  to
personal  redemption
and  fierce  loyalty,  the
s t o r y l i n e s  w e r e
compelling,  and  the
c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e
unforgettable.

The  show  created  a
r o s t e r  o f  i c o n i c
characters  that  have
become  etched  in
television history. From
the  tyrannical  and
unforgettable  Bea
Smith  to  the  cunning
and manipulative  Joan
'The  Freak'  Ferguson,
the  cast  del ivered
p o w e r h o u s e
performances that kept
audiences on the edge
of  their  seats.  The
chemistry between the
inmates,  the  constant
power  struggles,  and
the  eve r -p resen t
tension with the guards
created  a  narrative
engine  that  ran  for
nearly 700 episodes. It
i s  t h i s  d e p t h  o f
c h a r a c t e r  a n d
unflinching  storytelling
that makes owning the
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD Box Set  such a
rewarding  experience.
I t  i s  no t  mere l y  a
nostalgic  trip;  it  is  a
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m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
serial ised  drama.

WHY THE
PRISONER CELL
BLOCK H DVD BOX
SET IS A MUST-
HAVE

In an age of streaming,
one might question the
value  of  a  physical
DVD box set. However,
for  a  ser ies  of  this
m a g n i t u d e ,  t h e
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD  Box  Set  offers
several  undeniable
a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t
streaming  services
s i m p l y  c a n n o t
replicate.  Here  are
some key reasons why
this box set stands out:

Complete and
Uncut Content:
Streaming
platforms often
edit episodes for
time or remove
entire story arcs
due to music

rights or content
sensitivities. The
Prisoner Cell
Block H DVD
Box Set typically
presents the
series in its
original, uncut
form. This means
you get the full
dramatic impact
of every scene,
every emotional
beat, and every
crucial plot point
exactly as it was
intended to be
seen.
Superior Video
and Audio
Quality:
Dedicated
remastering
efforts have gone
into many
releases of this
box set. The
picture is often
cleaner, the
colours more
vibrant, and the
audio clearer
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than what you
would find in low-
resolution
streaming
versions or old
VHS transfers.
This elevates the
viewing
experience,
allowing you to
appreciate the
show's
production
design and
nuanced
performances in
a new light.
Exclusive
Bonus
Features: One
of the greatest
treasures of the
Prisoner Cell
Block H DVD
Box Set is the
inclusion of
bonus material.
This often
includes
retrospective
documentaries,
cast interviews,

behind-the-
scenes
featurettes, and
audio
commentaries.
These extras
provide
invaluable
context about
the making of
the show, the
challenges faced
by the
production team,
and the enduring
legacy of the
program.
Physical
Ownership and
Collectability:
There is a special
satisfaction in
owning a
tangible piece of
television
history. The box
set itself is often
beautifully
packaged,
featuring iconic
artwork and
detailed liner
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notes. It
becomes a
collectable item,
a conversation
piece for your
home media
library, and a
permanent
archive that is
immune to the
whims of
streaming rights
and catalog
changes.
No Internet
Required: With
a physical DVD
set, you don't
need a reliable
internet
connection to
enjoy your
favourite show.
You can watch
any episode,
anytime, without
buffering, data
caps, or worrying
about the
content
disappearing
from a platform.

This is a
significant
advantage for
true fans who
want
uninterrupted
access.

EXPLORING THE
CONTENTS OF THE
PRISONER CELL
BLOCK H DVD BOX
SET

W h i l e  t h e  e x a c t
contents  can  vary
s l i gh t l y  be tween
different  releases  and
regions,  a  standard
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD  Box  Set  is  an
expansive  collection.
Typical ly,  i t  spans
multiple  volumes or  a
massive  single  set
containing  al l  692
episodes.  For  a  new
viewer,  this  might
seem daunting, but for
fans,  it  is  a  treasure
t rove  o f  non-s top
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drama.

Seasons
and
Episodes
The box set is usually
organised  by  season,
a l l o w i n g  y o u  t o
chronologically  follow
the  evolution  of  the
show.  You  start  with
the  raw,  revolutionary
early  episodes  that
established the format
and  introduced  the
core characters. As you
progress  through  the
seasons,  you  witness
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e
character arcs. You see
the rise and fall of top
dogs,  the  introduction
of  new,  formidable
inmates, and the ever-
changing  dynamics
within the prison walls.
Key storylines, such as
the  siege,  the  fires,

and  the  escapes,  are
presented in their full,
suspenseful  glory.  For
anyone  who  has  only
seen  sn ippe t s  on
YouTube or compilation
videos,  experiencing
the  full  narrative  flow
via the Prisoner Cell
Block H DVD Box Set
is a revelation.

Special
Features
Deep
Dive
The  bonus  content  is
where the box set truly
shines.  Many  releases
include  a  dedicated
documentary  titled
"Inside Prisoner," which
features  interviews
w i th  the  cas t  and
creators.  You  hear
directly  from  actors
who played Bea Smith,
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Lizzie Birdsworth, Vera
Bennett,  and  many
others,  as  they  share
their  memories  of  the
set,  their  thoughts  on
their  characters,  and
the  impact  the  show
had  on  their  l ives.
Other  features  might
include:

Photo galleries
with rare behind-
the-scenes
images.
Episode trivia
and fact tracks.
Deleted scenes
(where
available).
Footage from fan
conventions and
reunion events.

T h e s e  a d d i t i o n s
t r a n s f o r m  t h e
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD Box Set  from a
simple  collection  of
e p i s o d e s  i n t o  a
comprehensive archive
of  the  show's  cultural
footprint.

THE CHARACTERS
THAT DEFINE THE
BOX SET
EXPERIENCE

Owning  the  Prisoner
Cell  Block  H  DVD
Box Set allows you to
fully  appreciate  the
complex i ty  o f  the
show's  charac te r
roster.  You can binge-
watch the evolution of
Bea  Sm i th  f r om  a
timid,  broken  woman
into the formidable and
respected top dog of H
Block.  You  can  track
the  slippery  slope  of
the  man ipu la t i ve
Sandy Edwards or  the
chilling,  unflinching
p o w e r  o f  J o a n
Ferguson. The box set
lets you witness the full
trajectories  of  fan-
favourite  characters
like the wise and witty
Lizzie  Birdsworth  and
the  k ind -hear ted
Doreen Anderson. More
than just a collection of
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episodes, the Prisoner
Cell  Block  H  DVD
Box Set is a complete
cha rac te r  s tudy ,
offering  hundreds  of
hours  o f  nuanced
development  that  a
single  viewing  or  clip
can never provide.

NAVIGATING THE
DIFFERENT
RELEASE OPTIONS

When searching for the
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD Box Set, you will
l i k e l y  e n c o u n t e r
several  different
versions. It is essential
to  be  an  in formed
buyer  to  get  the best
product for your needs.

The Complete1.
Series
Megaset: This is
the holy grail for
collectors. It
contains every
single episode,
usually packed
into a large,

heavy box. This
is the ultimate
version for those
who want
everything in one
place.
Volume or2.
Season Sets: If
purchasing the
complete set at
once is too large
a commitment,
many retailers
offer box sets
divided by
seasons or
volumes (e.g.,
Volume 1,
Volume 2, etc.).
This allows you
to build your
collection over
time.
Region-Specific3.
Releases: Be
mindful of DVD
region codes.
The Prisoner
Cell Block H
DVD Box Set is
produced in
different regions
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(e.g., Region 2
for the
UK/Europe,
Region 1 for the
US, Region 4 for
Australia).
Ensure you
purchase the
correct region for
your DVD player,
or invest in a
multi-region
player.
Limited Edition4.
or Special
Editions:
Occasionally,
special editions
are released with
exclusive
packaging, art
cards, or unique
bonus discs.
These can
become highly
valuable
collectable items
over time.

WHERE TO
PURCHASE YOUR

PRISONER CELL
BLOCK H DVD BOX
SET

Finding  a  legitimate
a n d  h i g h - q u a l i t y
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD Box Set requires
a  bit  of  research,  but
the  reward  is  wel l
worth  the  effort.  Here
are the best places to
look:

Specialist
Online
Retailers:
Websites that
specialise in
niche television
and classic
Australian media
are often the
best source.
They tend to
have the most
knowledge about
the different
editions and can
advise on the
best version for
your region.
Major E-
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commerce
Platforms: Sites
like Amazon and
eBay have a
wide selection.
However, caution
is advised.
Always check
seller ratings,
read customer
reviews carefully,
and be wary of
extremely low
prices, which
may indicate
bootleg copies
with inferior
quality.
Direct from the
Publisher:
Sometimes, the
company that
owns the
distribution
rights (such as
Fremantle Media)
will sell the
Prisoner Cell
Block H DVD
Box Set directly
through their
own online store.

This guarantees
authenticity and
often the best
customer
support.
Second-hand
Markets and
Charity Shops:
For those willing
to hunt, second-
hand stores and
online
marketplaces
like Facebook
Marketplace or
Gumtree can
occasionally yield
a fantastic deal
on a used copy.
This is a more
unpredictable
but potentially
rewarding route.

A Note on
Bootleg
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Copies
It  is  worth  repeating
the  warning  about
bootlegs. The Prisoner
Cell  Block  H  DVD
Box Set  is  a  sought-
a f te r  i tem,  wh ich
unfortunately makes it
a  t a r g e t  f o r
counterfeiters.  Bootleg
copies  of ten  have
terrible  picture  and
sound  qual i ty,  are
missing  episodes,  and
conta in  no  bonus
features. They also do
not  support  the rights
holders or the legacy of
the show. Always try to
purchase  f rom  an
official  or  highly
reputable  source  to
ensure you are getting
the  genuine,  premium
product.

THE AGELESS
APPEAL OF
WENTWORTH

T h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f

Prisoner Cell Block H
has  not  faded  with
time.  Issues  of  prison
reform, mental  health,
women's  rights,  and
institutional  abuse are
as  pertinent  today  as
t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e
1980s.  The  show's
ability to weave social
commenta ry  i n to
compelling  personal
stories is a key reason
for  its  lasting  power.
Watching the Prisoner
Cell  Block  H  DVD
Box  Set  today  feels
r e m a r k a b l y
contemporary.  The
characters are not just
products of their time;
they  are  universal
a r c h e t y p e s  o f
resilience,  defiance,
and  humanity  in  the
face of oppression. This
t i m e l e s s  q u a l i t y
ensures  that  the  box
se t  i s  no t  j us t  f o r
nostalgic older viewers
but  a lso  for  a  new
generation  discovering
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the  show  through
word-o f -mouth  or
te lev is ion  h istory
documentaries.

CONCLUSION: A
WORTHY ADDITION
TO ANY
COLLECTION

I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e
Prisoner Cell Block H
DVD  Box  Set  is  far
more  than  a  simple
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o l d
television  episodes.  It
i s  a  met i cu lous ly
compiled  archive  of  a
landmark  series  that
broke barriers and set
standards for serialised
drama.  It  offers  the

c o m p l e t e ,  u n c u t
narrative  in  the  best
poss ib le  qua l i t y ,
enriched  with  bonus
features  that  deepen
your  appreciation  for
the  craft  behind  the
show. Whether you are
a  lifelong  fan  wanting
to  finally  own  the
entire  saga,  a  curious
newcomer  looking  to
understand  a  cu l t
classic, or a collector of
television  history,  this
b o x  s e t  p r o v i d e s
immense  value  and
countless  hours  of
c o m p e l l i n g
entertainment. It is an
investment  in  a  story
that


