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SETTING SAIL: THE
ASSASSIN’S CREED
4 BLACK FLAG PS3
REVIEW FROM IGN

When  Assassin’s
Creed  4  Black  Flag
first  dropped  on  the
P l a y S t a t i o n  3 ,  i t
marked a turning point
for  the  long-running
series.  Rather  than
doubling  down on the
d e n s e  u r b a n
environments  of  its
predecessors,  Ubisoft
took  a  daring  gamble
by  placing  players  at
the  helm  of  a  pirate

s h i p  i n  t h e  v a s t
Caribbean.  The  result
was  a  game  that  felt
f r e s h ,  b o l d ,  a n d
u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y
adventurous.  IGN’s
review  of  Assassin’s
Creed  4  Black  Flag
on PS3  captured  this
sh i f t  beaut i fu l l y ,
praising  the  game’s
open-world  design,
naval  combat,  and
c h a r i s m a t i c
p r o t a g o n i s t .  F o r
anyone  who  owned  a
PS3  at  the  time,  this
t i t l e  b e c a m e  a
benchmark  for  what
the console  could  still
del iver  in  terms  of
scale  and  immersion.
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In  this  article,  we will
dive  deep  into  what
made  Black  Flag  so
special,  examine  the
details of IGN’s review,
and  explore  why  it
remains  a  must-play
for  pirate  fans  and
Assass in ’ s  C reed
enthusiasts  al ike.

THE WORLD OF
BLACK FLAG: A
PIRATE’S
PARADISE

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
Assassin’s  Creed  4
Black Flag is its living,
breathing  world.  The
Caribbean  setting  is
not just a backdrop; it
is  a  character  in  its
own  right.  From  the
b u s t l i n g  p o r t s  o f
Havana and Nassau to
the  unexplored  cays
and treacherous reefs,
every  location  feels
handcrafted.  IGN’s
review highlighted the
s t u n n i n g  d r a w

distances  and  the
seamless  transition
from  land  to  sea.  On
the  PS3,  whi le  the
graphics  were  slightly
dialed  back  compared
to  later  ports ,  the
game still managed to
deliver a vibrant,  sun-
drenched  world  that
invited  exploration.

The Naval
Combat
Revolutio
n
Before  Black  Flag,
naval  combat  in  the
series  had  only  been
glimpsed in  Assassin’s
Creed III. Here, it takes
center  s tage.  The
Jackdaw,  your  trusty
br ig ,  becomes  an
extension  of  yourself.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
c h a s i n g  d o w n  a
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Spanish  galleon  or
e n g a g i n g  i n  a
broadside  duel  with  a
M a n  o ’  W a r ,  t h e
combat  is  tactile  and
exciting.  IGN’s  review
noted  that  upgrading
the ship and recruiting
a  c r e w  a d d e d  a
satisfying  layer  of
progression.  The  PS3
version  handled  these
sequences well, though
occasional  frame  dips
occurred during heavy
cannon  fire—a  minor
trade-off  for  such
ambition.  The  thrill  of
boarding enemy ships,
s l ash ing  th rough
crews,  and  claiming
the i r  cargo  never
grows  old.

A World
Full of

Secrets
B e y o n d  t h e  m a i n
campaign,  Black  Flag
offers  an  enormous
amount  of  content.
Hidden  underwater
caves,  Mayan  stelae,
s h i p w r e c k s ,  a n d
treasure maps dot the
ocean.  Players  can
h u n t  a n i m a l s  f o r
crafting materials, dive
for  sunken  loot,  or
attack  forts  to  reduce
Templar  influence.
IGN’s  review  praised
this  density,  calling  it
“a  playground  that
rarely  slows  down.”
The PS3 version, while
loading  between  fast
travels,  maintained an
impressive  sense  of
f r e e d o m .  F o r
completionists,  the
map  is  a  del ight  to
uncover,  with  each
island holding a  small
story of its own.
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STORY AND
CHARACTERS:
EDWARD
KENWAY’S

JOURNEY

A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f
Assassin’s  Creed  4
Black Flag  is  Edward
James Kenway, a Welsh
privateer turned pirate
and  eventual ly  an
A s s a s s i n .  U n l i k e
previous  protagonists,
Edward is not driven by
ideology.  He  wants
r iches,  g lory ,  and
freedom.  This  makes
h im  re f r e sh ing l y
human—and  IGN’s
review  emphasized
that his arc from selfish
rogue  to  a  man  o f
principle is one of the
most  well-written  in
the series. On the PS3,
the  cutscenes  and
voice  acting  remained
top-notch,  pul l ing
players  into  Edward’s
turbulent life.

A More
Personal
Narrative
The  s to ry  weaves
together  historical
events (the end of the
Golden  Age  of  Piracy)
with  the  Assassin-
Templar  conflict.
Edward  interacts  with
l e g e n d s  l i k e
Blackbeard,  Charles
Vane, and Calico Jack.
IGN’s  review  pointed
out that the game does
not force Assassin lore
down  the  p layer ’s
throat;  instead,  i t
a l l ows  the  p i ra te
fantasy to breathe. The
modern-day segments,
while divisive, are kept
short  and  purposeful.
On PS3, the transitions
between  eras  fe l t
s m o o t h ,  a n d  t h e
narrative  pacing  kept
p layers  invested.
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Edward’s  personal
losses  and  triumphs
m a k e  t h e  e n d i n g
genuinely poignant.

Historical
and
Fictional
Blend
Ubisoft’s  research into
pirate  culture  pays  off.
The  game’s  depiction
of  Nassau as  a  pirate
republic, the politics of
the Caribbean, and the
brutality  of  naval  life
are  grounded  in  real
h i s t o r y .  Y e t  t h e
fictional
e l e m e n t s — F i r s t
Civilization  technology
a n d  t h e
Observatory—add  a
layer of mystery. IGN’s
review noted  that  the
ba lance  be tween
g r o u n d e d  a n d

fantastical worked well.
F o r  P S 3  p l a y e r s ,
experiencing  these
story  beats  in  2013
was a treat; the writing
remains strong even a
decade later.

GAMEPLAY
MECHANICS ON
PS3:
PERFORMANCE
AND POLISH

G i v e n  t h a t  t h e
P layStat ion  3  was
nearing the end of its
lifecycle  when  Black
F l a g  l a u n c h e d ,
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r
performance  were
high.  Overall,  Ubisoft
delivered a solid  port.
T h e  f r a m e  r a t e
hovered around 30 fps,
with  occasional  drops
in  busy  naval  battles.
However,  the  controls
felt responsive, and the
f r e e - r u n n i n g
mechanics  had  been
refined  since
Assassin’s  Creed  III.
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I G N ’ s  r e v i e w
acknowledged  these
technical  limitations
but stressed that they
did  not  detract  from
the overall experience.
On the PS3, the game
still  looked  beautiful
thanks  to  strong  art
direction.

Assassina
tion and
Stealth
Stealth remains a core
pillar,  even  when  you
are  a  pirate.  Edward
can  hide  in  bushes,
s ta lk  guards  f rom
above, and use smoke
bombs to escape. The
PS3’s  controls  map
t h e s e  a c t i o n s
intu i t ive ly .  IGN’s
review highlighted the
improved  parkour,
which  allowed  Edward
to  nimbly  traverse

jungle  canopies  and
rocky  cliffs.  While  not
as  advanced  as  later
entries,  the  stealth
systems  in  Black  Flag
are functional and fun.
T h e  g a m e  a l s o
introduces  blowpipes
and  berserk  darts,
adding variety to silent
takedowns.

Ship
Upgrades
and Crew
Managem
ent
A major portion of the
gameplay loop involves
earn ing  money  to
upgrade the Jackdaw.
You  can  improve  hull
s t rength ,  cannon
damage,  speed,  and
storage  capac i ty .
R e c r u i t i n g  c r e w
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members from taverns
or rescued sailors adds
to your team, allowing
you  to  send  them on
naval  missions  via  a
meta-game.  IGN’s
review  praised  this
system  for  g iv ing
players  a  sense  of
progression beyond the
main  story.  On  PS3,
m a n a g i n g  t h e s e
upgrades  via  the  in-
g a m e  m e n u s  w a s
straightforward,  and
t h e  r e w a r d s  f e l t
tangible  when  facing
tougher  enemies.

IGN’S REVIEW IN
FOCUS: WHAT
THEY LOVED AND
CRITIQUED

I G N ’ s  r e v i e w  o f
Assassin’s  Creed  4
Black  Flag  on  PS3
was  overwhelmingly
positive.  The  reviewer
g a v e  t h e  g a m e  a
8.5/10,  calling  it  “the
best pirate game ever
made.”  The  review

particularly praised the
open world, the sailing
m e c h a n i c s ,  a n d
Edward  Kenway’s
character. It also noted
t h a t  t h e  g a m e
successfully revitalized
the franchise after the
s o m e w h a t  m i x e d
reception of Assassin’s
Creed III. However, IGN
did  point  out  some
d r a w b a c k s :  t h e
modern-day  segments
felt like an interruption,
the  stealth  could  be
clunky  at  times,  and
t h e  P S 3  v e r s i o n
suffered  from  longer
l o a d i n g  s c r e e n s
compared to the PC or
Xbox 360 versions.

Score
Breakdow
n and
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Impact
In the IGN review, the
presentation  scored
high  for  its  art  style
and  voice  acting.  The
gameplay  score  was
similarly strong due to
the  addictive  naval
combat.  The  story
received  praise  for
being  more  focused
than  previous  entries.
Interestingly,  IGN’s
reviewer noted that the
PS3  version,  whi le
technically  weaker
than  the  next-gen
ports  (which  launched
later),  still  delivered a
compelling experience.
The  review  helped
solidify Black Flag as a
mus t -buy  fo r  PS3
owners  dur ing  the
ho l iday  season  o f
2013.

Comparin
g with
Other
Contemp
orary
Reviews
Other  out lets  l ike
G a m e S p o t  a n d
Eurogamer  echoed
IGN’s sentiments, often
giving  scores  in  the
high 8s or low 9s. Many
agreed that the game’s
shift toward the pirate
f a n t a s y  w a s  i t s
greatest  strength.
IGN’s review stood out
f o r  i t s  t h o r o u g h
analysis  of  the  PS3
performance, making it
a  trusted resource for
p l a y e r s  o n  t h a t
platform.  For  anyone
s e a r c h i n g  f o r
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“Assassins  Creed  4
B l a c k  F l a g  P S 3
review  IGN , ”  the
ar t i c l e  rema ins  a
valuable  reference
even  today.

LEGACY OF BLACK
FLAG AND WHY IT
STILL MATTERS

More  than  a  decade
a f te r  i t s  re lease ,
Assassin’s  Creed  4
B l a c k  F l a g  i s
considered a high point
in the series. It inspired
later  naval-focused
games  like  Skull  and
Bones  and  influenced
the open-world  design
o f  s u b s e q u e n t
Assassin’s Creed titles.
IGN’s  review  helped
cement  its  status  by
clearly articulating why
the  game worked.  On
PS3,  it  represents  the
t a i l  e n d  o f  a n
era—when  developers
still  pushed  the  aging
hardware  to  create
sprawling worlds. Even

today,  playing  Black
Flag  on  a  PS3  offers  a
nostalgic  yet  thrilling
pirate  adventure.

Is It Still
Worth
Playing
on PS3?
Absolutely.  While  the
remastered versions on
PS4 and PC offer higher
r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d
smoother  frame rates,
t h e  P S 3  v e r s i o n
r e m a i n s  a  s o l i d
experience.  The story,
characters,  and  world
design are identical. If
y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  a
functioning  PS3  and
have not played Black
Flag,  do  yourself  a
favor and grab a copy.
IGN’s review from 2013
remains  accurate:  this
i s  a  g a m e  t h a t
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captures  the  romance
and brutality of piracy
like no other. The open
sea  ca l l s ,  and  the
Jackdaw  awaits.

CONCLUSION

I n  s u m m a r y ,
Assassin’s  Creed  4
B l a c k  F l a g  P S 3
review  IGN  reflects  a
game that dared to be
different  and
succeeded  brilliantly.
With  its  compelling
protagonist,  thrilling
naval combat, and vast
world,  Black  Flag is  a
masterpiece  of  i ts
generation.  The  IGN

review highlighted both
its strengths and minor
flaws,  but  overall
endorsed  i t  as  an
essential  title  for  any
PS3  owner.  Whether
you are a longtime fan
o f  t he  se r i e s  o r  a
newcomer looking for a
pirate adventure, Black
F l a g  d e l i v e r s  a n
unforgettable  journey
across  the  Caribbean.
So hoist the sails, sing
a  shanty ,  and  se t
c o u r s e  f o r
adventure—Edward
Kenway’s  story  is  one
you  will  not  want  to
miss.


