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Grout, the porous
material that fills the
gaps between tiles, is
often the unsung hero
of a beautiful tiled
surface. Over time,
however, it can
become stained,
cracked, moldy, or
simply outdated. When
cleaning no longer
restores its
appearance, learning
how to remove grout
from tiles becomes a

necessary skill for any
homeowner or DIY
enthusiast. Whether
you are refreshing a
backsplash, renovating
a bathroom floor, or
preparing for a full
retiling project,
removing old grout
correctly is the first
step toward a
professional-looking
finish.

This comprehensive
guide will walk you
through every method
available—from
manual tools to power
grinders and chemical
softeners. You will
learn the pros and cons
of each approach,
essential safety
precautions, and tips to
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avoid damaging your
precious tiles. By the
end of this article, you

will have the
confidence to tackle
this messy but

rewarding task.

WHY REMOVE OLD
GROUT? COMMON
SCENARIOS

Before diving into the
removal process, it is
helpful to understand
when and why grout
removal is necessary.

Common reasons
include:
e Stubborn

stains that resist
cleaning, such as
rust, wine, or
mold.

e Cracked or
crumbling
grout that
compromises the
integrity of the
tile installation.

e Mold and
mildew growth

deep within the
grout lines that
cannot be
eradicated by
surface cleaners.

e Desire for a
color change or
update to match
new decor.

e Preparation for
regrouting to
create a fresh,
sealed surface.

Regardless of the
reason, the core
challenge remains the
same: removing the
grout without chipping,
scratching, or
loosening the
surrounding tiles.
Mastering how to
remove grout from
tiles efficiently
protects your
investment and saves
time and money.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS
AND MATERIALS
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FOR GROUT along grout lines

REMOVAL before using
larger tools.
Having the right « Oscillating
equipment on hand will multi-tool - with
make the job smoother a grout removal
and safer. Depending blade
on the method you attachment,
choose, your toolkit offers more
may include some or power and
all of the following precision than
items: manual saws.

e Dremel or
M a n U a | rotary tool -

compact and

Removal great for tight

corners or
intricate
Tools

e Grout saw or
grout removal POWE r

hand tool - a

small, handheld TOOlS for

tool with a

carbide or F a St

diamond-coated

blade designed
wscapecit REMOVa
grout.

e Utility knife - e Angle grinder
useful for scoring with a diamond



blade -
extremely
effective but
requires careful
control to avoid
tile damage.

e Grout removal
vacuum
attachment -
reduces dust
when used with
power tools.

e Specialized
electric grout
removal tool -
designed
specifically for
this task, often
with depth-
control features.

Chemical
Grout
Softeners

& Safety
Gear

e Grout
dissolving gel
or liquid - helps
soften

cementitious
grout, making
manual scraping
easier.

Safety glasses,
gloves, and
dust mask -
essential when
working with
power tools or
chemicals.
Drop cloths
and painter's
tape - protect
surrounding
surfaces and
fixtures.
Vacuum
cleaner and
damp sponge -
for cleanup and
dust control.
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Choosing the right
combination of tools
depends on the type of
grout (cement-based
vs. epoxy), the width of
the joints, and the
fragility of the tiles. For
instance, how to
remove grout from
tiles without damaging
porcelain requires a
gentler touch than
removal from quarry
tiles.

STEP-BY-STEP
METHODS FOR
REMOVING GROUT

Below are the three
primary approaches to
grout removal, ordered
from least aggressive
to most aggressive.
Evaluate your specific
situation before
selecting a method.

Method

1: Manual
Grout
Saw or
Utility
Knife

Best for: Small areas,
narrow grout lines, soft
or old grout, and when
working with delicate
tiles like natural stone
or glass.

1. Prepare the
area: Clear the
workspace. Lay
down drop cloths
and tape off
edges if needed.

2. Score the
grout: Using a
utility knife,
score along the
center of each
grout line. This
creates a groove



for the saw blade
to follow.

. Work the grout
saw: Hold the
saw at a slight
upward angle
and push it back
and forth along
the grout line.
Apply gentle
pressure to avoid
scraping tile
edges.

. Remove debris:
Periodically
vacuum or brush
away loosened
grout dust to see
your progress.

. Finish with a
utility knife: For
stubborn
remnants at the
bottom of the
joint, carefully
chip them out
with the knife
point.

. Clean up:
Vacuum
thoroughly, then
wipe tiles with a

damp sponge to
remove dust.

Pro tip: Keep the saw
blade perpendicular to
the tile surface to
prevent accidental
scratches. This manual
method is labor-
intensive but gives you
maximum control.

Method
2:
Oscillatin
g Multi-
Tool or
Rotary
Tool

Best for: Medium-
sized areas, standard-
width joints, and when
you want a balance

How To Remove Grout From 2023-07-30
Tiles



How To Remove Grout From Tiles 7

between speed and 4. Use light, even
precision. passes: It is

better to make
1. Select the

correct blade:
Use a carbide-
grit blade for
cement grout or
a diamond-
coated blade for
harder grout. A
blade with a
depth stop can
prevent going
too deep.

. Set depth: If
your tool allows,
set the depth
slightly shallower
than the grout
joint depth
(typically 1/16 to
1/8 inch above
the tile surface).
. Work in a
straight line:
Turn on the tool
and guide it
along the grout
line. Let the tool
do the work—do
not press down
hard.

multiple passes
than to gouge
the tile in one
aggressive pass.
5. Clean as you
go: Attach a
vacuum to the
tool if possible,
or stop
frequently to
vacuum debris.
6. Final cleanup:
Use a manual
saw or knife for
corners and
intersections that
the power tool
cannot reach.

When learning how to
remove grout from
tiles with an oscillating
tool, practice first on a
scrap piece or an
inconspicuous area.
The vibration can be
tricky to control at first.



Method
3: Angle
Grinder
with

(4 to 4.5 inches)
offers better
control.

Set depth
guide: Many
angle grinder
attachments
have depth-
adjustable shoes
that ride on the

D | a m O n dtile surface,

Blade

Best for: Large floors, 3
thick grout lines, and
cementitious grout that

is well-adhered. This
method is fast but
carries the highest risk

of tile damage.

1. Choose the

right blade: A 4.

diamond cup
wheel or a tile-
specific grout
removal blade
with a guard is
advisable. A
blade with a
smaller diameter

preventing the
blade from
cutting into the
tile.

. Protect the

area: Cover
nearby fixtures
and ensure good
ventilation. Wear
full safety gear
including a
respirator.
Begin cutting:
Hold the grinder
with both hands
and start at one
end of the grout
line. Move
steadily along
the joint, letting
the blade grind

8 How To Remove Grout From 2023-07-30

Tiles



How To Remove Grout From Tiles 9

away the grout.

5. Check depth
regularly: Stop
frequently to
examine your
progress. You
want to remove
the grout
completely
without hitting
the tile edge or
the underlying
substrate.

6. Finish edges
manually: Use a
grout saw or
utility knife for
the final bits near
corners and wall

edges.
Warning: Angle
grinders generate

enormous dust. Always
work with a vacuum
attachment and wear a
P100 respirator. This
method is not
recommended for
glazed ceramic or glass
tiles as it can easily
chip them.

USING CHEMICAL

GROUT

REMOVERS: WHEN
AND HOW
Chemical grout

softeners can be used
in conjunction with any
of the above methods,
especially when
dealing with stubborn,
hardened cement
grout. They work by
penetrating and
softening the grout,
making mechanical
removal easier.

How to
Use
Chemical
Softeners
Safely

1. Read the label:
Different



products have
different dwell
times and
application
instructions.
Some are acidic,
others alkaline.

2. Apply the gel:
Use a small
brush or
applicator to
apply the
chemical directly
into the grout
lines. Avoid
getting it on the
tile surface as it
can etch certain
materials.

3. Allow it to sit:
Typically 10 to
30 minutes.
Cover the area
with plastic wrap
if the product
calls for it to
prevent drying.

4. Scrape gently:
Use a grout saw
or putty knife to
remove the
softened grout. It

10

should come
away much
easier than dry
grout.

5. Neutralize and
clean: Follow the
manufacturer's
instructions to
neutralize the
chemical, then
rinse thoroughly
with water.

Chemical methods are
effective, but they
require patience and
careful application.
They are particularly
helpful when you are
learning how to
remove grout from
tiles in a shower
where moisture may
have weakened the
grout less evenly.

TIPS TO AVOID
DAMAGING YOUR
TILES

Tile damage is the
most common mistake
during grout removal.
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Follow these guidelines
to keep your tiles
intact:

e Always work at
a shallow angle
- whether using
a hand saw or
power tool, avoid
digging into the
side of the tile.
Use depth
stops - on
power tools, set
the blade depth
to match the
grout thickness,
not the tile
thickness.

Test in an
inconspicuous
area - practice
on a corner or
behind furniture
to gauge the
hardness of the
grout and the
fragility of the

tile.
» Keep tools
sharp - dull

blades require
more pressure
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and increase the
risk of slipping.
Protect edges -
apply painter's
tape along the
edges of tiles if
you are using a
chemical
remover or
aggressive
scraping.

CLEANUP AND
PREPARATION FOR
REGROUTING

Once all grout has
been successfully
removed, your tiles
need proper
preparation before new
grout can be applied.

1. Vacuum
thoroughly -
remove all dust
and debris from
the joints and tile
surfaces.

. Wipe with a
damp sponge -
this removes
residual dust and



any chemical
residues. Allow
to dry
completely.

3. Inspect the
joints - make
sure the gaps are
clean and free of
old grout
fragments. Use a
toothpick or
small screwdriver
to dislodge any
remnants.

4. Prime the
edges - if
recommended by
your new grout
manufacturer,
apply a grout
primer or
bonding agent to
help the new
grout adhere,
especially over
old thinset.

Proper cleanup is often
overlooked but is just
as important as the
removal itself. Dust left
behind can create
weak spots in the new

grout and
discoloration.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT GROUT
REMOVAL

Can |
remove
grout
without
damaging
my tiles?

Yes, with patience and
the right technique.
Using manual tools for
fragile tiles and power

cause

tools with depth
control for sturdy
porcelain greatly

reduces the risk.
Always err on the side
of caution and remove
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material slowly.
should |
How deep
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