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INTRODUCTION: THE STORY
BEHIND A MODERN CHRISTMAS
CLASSIC

Few modern Christmas songs have
captured the imagination of listeners
quite like "Mary, Did You Know?" Written
by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene,
this poignant ballad has become a staple
of the holiday season, performed by

countless artists across genres. The song
poses a series of heartfelt questions to
the Virgin Mary, reflecting on the divine
nature and future ministry of her son,
Jesus. But the journey from a simple
question to a globally beloved anthem is
a fascinating tale of collaboration,
inspiration, and spiritual reflection.
Understanding the story of Mary Did
You Know Mark Lowry Buddy
Greene reveals not only the creative
process but also the deep theological
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and emotional resonance that has made
the song endure for decades.

The collaboration between Mark Lowry, a
comedian and singer, and Buddy
Greene, a gifted musician and
songwriter, produced a work that
transcends its humble beginnings. What
started as a line in a church Christmas
pageant script evolved into a song that
has been recorded hundreds of times
and translated into numerous languages.
To fully appreciate its impact, we must
explore the minds behind the music, the
lyrics that challenge and comfort, and
the legacy that continues to grow each
Advent season. This is the story of how a
question asked to Mary became a
guestion asked of all who encounter the
mystery of the Incarnation.

WHO ARE MARK LOWRY AND
BUDDY GREENE?

Mark Lowry: The
Comedian with a
Poet's Heart

Mark Lowry is best known as a member
of the Gaither Vocal Band, a group that
has defined Southern Gospel music for
generations. However, his talents extend
far beyond singing. Lowry is a gifted
storyteller and comedian, known for his
warm, self-deprecating humor that often
weaves in deep spiritual truths. It was
during a period of creative brainstorming
for a Christmas program at his church in
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the early 1980s that Lowry first penned
the questions that would become the
foundation of "Mary, Did You Know?" He
was not a seasoned songwriter at the
time; he was simply a man trying to
make the story of Christmas fresh and
compelling for a modern audience. His
spoken word piece posed a series of
hypothetical questions to Mary, designed
to make listeners think about the
humanity and divinity of the baby in the
manger. This original piece was well-
received in his local church, but it lacked
one crucial element: music.

Buddy Greene:

The Musical
Architect

Buddy Greene is a virtuoso multi-
instrumentalist, singer, and songwriter,
renowned for his mastery of the
harmonica and guitar. A session
musician and recording artist in his own
right, Greene's musical style blends folk,
gospel, and bluegrass influences. When
Lowry approached him with the lyrical
concept for "Mary, Did You Know?",
Greene recognized its potential
immediately. He felt that the words
deserved a melody that was both simple
and profound, capable of carrying the
weight of its theological implications.
Greene crafted the gentle, flowing



melody that has become synonymous
with the song, a tune that rises and falls
like a lullaby but swells with the power of
revelation. The partnership of Mark
Lowry and Buddy Greene was a
perfect alchemy of word and music,
where the poet's questions found their
home in the musician's melody.

THE GENESIS OF A MASTERPIECE

From Church
Pageant to
Global

Phenomenon

The birth of "Mary, Did You Know?" was
not an overnight success. After Lowry
wrote the lyrics in 1984, they sat for
several years. He had written them as a
narrative piece for a Christmas pageant,
a series of rhetorical questions meant to
create a moment of quiet reflection. It
was not until 1991 that Lowry showed
the lyrics to Buddy Greene during a
concert tour. Greene recalls being
moved to tears by the words and
immediately began working on a
melody. The song was first recorded by
Michael English on his 1991 self-titled
debut album, but it was the 1993
recording by Mark Lowry and Buddy
Greene on Lowry's album "Remakes"
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that truly introduced the song to the
world. From that point, it spread like
wildfire through the Christian music
community and beyond.

The Lyrical Heart
of the Question

The genius of Mary Did You Know
Mark Lowry Buddy Greene lies in its
perspective. The song does not simply
narrate the Christmas story; it invites the
listener into the mind of Mary, the
mother of Jesus. Each verse asks Mary if
she knew the full scope of her son's
identity and mission. "Mary, did you
know that your baby boy would one day
walk on water?" "Mary, did you know
that your baby boy would save our sons

and daughters?" These questions are not
meant to suggest ignorance on Mary's
part but to highlight the astonishing
truth of the Incarnation. The song forces
us to consider the paradox of a helpless
infant who is also the King of Kings. It is
a meditation on the mystery that God
became flesh, and it does so through the
intimate lens of a mother's love.

THEOLOGICAL DEPTH IN THE
LYRICS

Exploring the
Incarnation




Through
Questions

The lyrics of "Mary, Did You Know?" are a
masterclass in theological compression.
In just a few verses, Lowry and Greene
touch on core doctrines of Christianity:
the virgin birth, the divinity of Christ, his
miracles, his atoning death, his
resurrection, and his second coming.
Lines like "When you kiss your little
baby, you've kissed the face of God" are
both tenderly human and profoundly
divine. The song does not preach; it
wonders. This approach makes it
accessible to believers and seekers
alike. It is a song that can be sung in a
cathedral, a living room, or a concert hall

because its questions are universal. The
partnership of Mark Lowry and Buddy
Greene created a piece that functions
as both a lullaby and a creed, a gentle
song that carries the weight of
orthodoxy.

Mary's Role in
Salvation History

One of the most striking aspects of the
song is its high view of Mary. While some
Protestant traditions shy away from
focusing on Mary, "Mary, Did You Know?"
places her at the center of the narrative
and celebrates her unique role. The song
acknowledges the immense
responsibility and blessing that was
placed upon her shoulders. It asks if she
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knew that her child would be "the great |
Am," a direct reference to the divine
name revealed to Moses. This is not a
song of speculation but of revelation. It
assumes that Mary, like all believers,
had to grow in her understanding of who
her son was. The song, therefore,
becomes a vehicle for the listener to
experience the same journey of
discovery that Mary herself likely
experienced.

THE MUSICAL ARRANGEMENT
AND BUDDY GREENE'S
CONTRIBUTION

Simplicity as a

Virtue

Buddy Greene's musical setting for
"Mary, Did You Know?" is deceptively
simple. The melody is primarily stepwise,
making it easy to sing and remember.
There are no dramatic leaps or complex
rhythms. This simplicity is its greatest
strength. It allows the lyrics to remain
front and center, never overshadowed
by musical pyrotechnics. Greene's
arrangement for the original recording
featured acoustic guitar, piano, and
subtle strings, creating an intimate,
almost fragile atmosphere. This stands
in stark contrast to many modern covers
that add bombast and drama. Greene's
original vision was for a quiet, reflective
song that invited listeners to lean in and



listen closely. The melody he crafted has
proven to be incredibly durable, capable
of being interpreted in countless styles
while retaining its essential character.

The Crafting of a
Timeless Melody

Greene has said in interviews that he
wanted the melody to feel like it had
always existed, as if it were discovered
rather than written. This is the hallmark
of a truly great songwriter. The melody
of "Mary, Did You Know?" follows the
natural cadence of speech, rising and
falling with the emotional weight of the
questions. The chorus builds to a
climactic moment with the line "the
sleeping Child you're holding is the great

| Am," which is both a musical and lyrical
peak. Greene's harmonica playing on
early recordings added a plaintive,
almost folk-like quality that grounded
the song in a sense of history and
tradition. The collaboration of Mark
Lowry and Buddy Greene on the
music and lyrics created a seamless
whole where the music serves the
message perfectly.

CULTURAL IMPACT AND
ENDURING LEGACY

A Song for All
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Generations

Since its release, "Mary, Did You Know?"
has been covered by an astonishing
array of artists, including Kenny Rogers,
Wynonna Judd, Carrie Underwood,
Pentatonix, Dolly Parton, and Ceelo
Green. Each rendition brings a new
flavor, from bluegrass to pop to a
cappella, proving the song's remarkable
versatility. The Pentatonix version, in
particular, introduced the song to a
younger, mainstream audience,
amassing hundreds of millions of
streams on digital platforms. The song
has become a modern standard, as
ubiquitous during the Christmas season
as "Silent Night" or "O Holy Night." Its
enduring popularity is a testament to the

timeless quality of the question it poses.
It is a song that never grows old because
the mystery it explores is inexhaustible.

Why the Song
Connects with
Listeners

The success of Mary Did You Know
Mark Lowry Buddy Greene can be
attributed to its emotional honesty. The
song does not pretend to have all the
answers. Instead, it creates space for
wonder and awe. In a world that often
demands certainty, this song invites us
to embrace mystery. It allows believers
to connect with the humanity of Mary



and the divinity of Christ in a single
breath. For those who may not share the
Christian faith, the song remains a
beautiful piece of art that tells a
powerful story. It is a song that can be
appreciated on multiple levels: as a
theological meditation, as a piece of
musical craftsmanship, or simply as a
touching story about a mother and her
child. This multifaceted appeal is what
has made it endure for over thirty years
and ensures it will be sung for
generations to come.

NOTABLE RECORDINGS AND
PERFORMANCES

10

The Original
Recordings

The first recording of "Mary, Did You
Know?" was by Michael English in 1991,
but it was the 1993 recording by Mark
Lowry that truly launched the song.
Lowry's version, featuring Buddy Greene
on harmonica and guitar, remains a
definitive interpretation. It is warm,
intimate, and deeply reverent. In 1998,
the song found a new audience when it
was recorded by Kenny Rogers and
Wynonna Judd for Rogers' Christmas
album. This version brought the song to
country music fans and introduced it to a
broader secular audience. Each
subsequent cover has added to the
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song's rich tapestry, but the original
recordings by the creators remain
special for their authenticity.

Modern
Interpretations
and New
Audiences

The a cappella group Pentatonix
released a stunning version of "Mary, Did
You Know?" in 2014 that became a viral
sensation. Their arrangement, which
features intricate vocal harmonies and a
powerful bass line, brought the song to a
new generation. It has since been
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certified multi-platinum. Carrie
Underwood's version, released in 2020,
is another standout, showcasing her
powerful voice and emotional range.
Dolly Parton recorded a rendition for her
2020 holiday album, adding her unique
country charm. These modern
interpretations prove that the song
created by Mark Lowry and Buddy
Greene is not a relic of the 1990s but a
living piece of music that continues to
evolve. Each new artist brings their own
perspective, but the core of the song
remains unchanged: a tender, wondering
qguestion addressed to a young mother.

THE SONGWRITING PROCESS: A
LESSON IN COLLABORATION




Trusting the
Creative
Partnership

The story of how Mark Lowry and
Buddy Greene created this song is a
testament to the power of collaboration.
Lowry had the words but needed the
music. Greene had the musical skill but
needed the inspiration. When they came
together, each trusted the other's
instincts. Lowry did not micromanage
Greene's melody, and Greene did not try
to rewrite Lowry's lyrics. This mutual
respect allowed the song to breathe and
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find its natural form. The result is a piece
that feels unified and whole, as if it were
born fully formed. It is a reminder that
great art often comes from the synergy
between two complementary talents,
each bringing their unique gifts to the
table.

Lessons for
Aspiring Artists

For anyone interested in songwriting, the
story of "Mary, Did You Know?" offers
valuable lessons. First, inspiration can
come from the most ordinary places, like
writing a script for a church program.
Second, not all great ideas are
immediately recognized as such; the
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