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INTRODUCTION: THE TIMELESS
FOUNDATION OF CARD MAGIC

For over seven decades, one book has
stood as the undisputed starting point
for anyone serious about learning sleight
of hand with playing cards: The Royal
Road To Card Magic. Written by two of
the 20th century’s most respected card
magicians,  Jean  Hugard  and  Frederick
Braue,  this  volume is  far  more than a
simple  instruction  manual.  It  is  a

carefully  structured  curriculum  that
takes the reader from absolute beginner
to  a  confident  performer  capable  of
executing  dozens  of  classic  tricks  and
fundamental sleights. Whether you are a
hobbyist looking to impress friends or an
aspiring professional, The Royal Road To
Card Magic  remains the gold standard
for building a solid, lasting foundation in
the art.
In this article, we will explore the origins
of  this  landmark book,  break down its
content, and discuss why it continues to
be recommended by working magicians
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and teachers alike. We will also look at
practical  ways  to  study  the  material,
common pitfalls to avoid, and how The
Royal  Road  To  Card  Magic  compares
with other popular card magic resources.
By the end, you will understand why this
single volume is often called the “Bible”
of card magic.

THE HISTORY AND AUTHORS
BEHIND THE BOOK

Who Were
Hugard and

Braue?
Jean  Hugard  (1872–1959)  was  an
Australian-born  magician  who  spent
much of his career in the United States.
He wrote extensively on magic, editing
The  Hugard’s  Magic  Monthly  and
producing numerous books on close-up
and  stage  magic.  Frederick  Braue
(1899–1963)  was  an  American  card
expert  and  close-up  performer  who
contributed  many original  sleights  and
tricks to the magical literature. Together,
they formed a partnership that produced
some of the most methodical and clear
instructional texts ever written.
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When Was The
Royal Road To
Card Magic

Published?
First published in 1948, The Royal Road
To Card Magic was revolutionary for its
time.  Early  card  magic  books  often
assumed the reader already knew basic
moves,  leaving  beginners  frustrated.
Hugard  and  Braue  changed  that  by
writing  a  step-by-step  course  that
progressed  logically.  The  book  was
initially released as a series of lessons in
The  Hugard’s  Magic  Monthly  before

being compiled into a single volume. Its
success was immediate, and it has never
been out of print since.

WHAT DOES THE BOOK COVER?

The Royal Road To Card Magic is divided
into four  main parts,  each building on
the  previous  one.  The  structure  is
designed  so  that  you  can  master
fundamental sleights before moving on
to full routines. Here is a breakdown of
the major sections.

Part One: The
Basic Sleights
This  sect ion  begins  at  the  very
beginning. Topics include the proper way
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to  hold  a  deck,  the  overhand  shuffle,
the  riffle  shuffle,  and  the  cut.  More
importantly,  it  introduces the essential
moves  that  every  card  magician  must
know:

The Glide – a simple technique for
controlling a bottom card.
The Double Lift – turning over
two cards as one, a cornerstone of
countless effects.
The Palm – hiding a card in the
hand while appearing natural.
The Pass – a quick, invisible cut
that brings a chosen card to the
top or bottom.
The Force – making a spectator
select a predetermined card.

Each sleight is explained with clear text
and  accompanying  line  drawings.  The

authors  emphasize  correct  hand
positions and naturalness of motion,
which are crucial for avoiding suspicion.

Part Two:
Elementary
Tricks
Once the basic sleights are understood,
the book presents a set of  simple but
effective  tricks  that  use  only  the
techniques  from Part  One.  This  allows
the reader to practice the mechanics in
the context of a performance. Tricks like
“The  Card  in  the  Pocket”  and  “The
Ambitious  Card”  (a  basic  version)  are
included. These routines are designed to
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build  confidence  and  demonstrate  that
even  the  simplest  sleights  can  be
powerful  when  performed  well.

Part Three:
Advanced
Techniques and
Routines
This section introduces more challenging
sleights  such  as  the  Diaconis/Braue
Pass,  the  Hindu  Shuffle  for  control,
and the Top Change.  It  also explores
multiple  lifts,  false  cuts,  and  more
sophisticated  palming  methods.  The
tricks here become longer and require

coordination of several sleights within a
single  routine.  The  famous  “Triumph”
(where the deck is mixed face up and
down yet magically rights itself) appears
in this section, as does a version of “The
Miser’s Dream” with cards.

Part Four:
Complete Card
Sessions
The  final  part  of  the  book  brings
e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  f u l l
performance pieces, or “acts.” These are
designed  to  be  performed  for  an
audience without needing to constantly
switch  decks  or  reset.  The  authors
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d i s c u s s  p a t t e r  –  t h e  s p o k e n
presentation  that  frames  the  magic  –
and  offer  sample  scripts.  They  also
emphas i ze  t he  impo r tance  o f
misdirection  and showmanship.  The
sessions  include  effects  like  “The
Collectors,”  “The  Three-Card  Monte,”
and  a  full  “Spelling  Bee”  routine.

WHY THE ROYAL ROAD TO CARD
MAGIC IS ESSENTIAL FOR
BEGINNERS

It Teaches the
“Why” Behind

the Moves
Many modern magic books and videos
focus  on  flashy,  high-impact  tricks
without  explaining  the  underlying
principles. Hugard and Braue, however,
take  the  time  to  explain  why  each
move works and what the audience
sees  versus  what  the  magician  does.
This  understanding  is  critical  for
developing  naturalness  and  for
eventually creating your own routines.

Progressive
Difficulty Keeps
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You from Getting
Overwhelmed
By  the  time  you  reach  the  advanced
techniques, you have already performed
dozens  of  successful  tricks  using  the
earlier  sleights.  This  builds  muscle
memory and confidence.  The book does
not throw complex moves at you before
you  are  ready;  instead,  it  carefully
scaffolds  each  new  skill.

Focus on

Fundamentals
Over Gimmicks
The vast majority of effects in The Royal
Road To Card Magic rely on sleight of
hand  alone.  You  do  not  need  special
decks,  g immicks,  or  expens ive
equipment.  This  emphasis  on  pure
technique makes the book valuable even
decades after publication. The skills you
learn  are  transferable  to  any  deck  of
cards and any performing situation.

HOW TO STUDY THIS BOOK
EFFECTIVELY

Read Each Lesson Slowly – Do1.
not skim. Hugard and Braue pack a
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great deal of information into each
page. Read a paragraph, then try
the move with cards in hand.
Use a Mirror – Practice the2.
sleights while watching your
reflection. This helps you see what
the audience would see and
correct any unnatural angles or
flashy motions.
Master One Sleight Before3.
Moving On – The book is
sequential. If you rush through the
overhand shuffle control and then
try a complex pass, you will
struggle. Be patient.
Practice the Tricks, Not Just4.
the Moves – Learning a double lift
is one thing; performing “The
Ambitious Card” is another.
Running a full routine teaches

timing, pacing, and audience
management.
Adapt the Patter to Your5.
Personality – The sample scripts
in the book are a guideline. Feel
free to rewrite them in your own
words. The magic will feel more
authentic.
Review Regularly – Even after6.
finishing the book, return to the
early chapters. Many professional
magicians revisit The Royal Road
To Card Magic to refine their
basics.

COMPARISON WITH OTHER CARD
MAGIC RESOURCES
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The Royal Road
vs. Expert Card

Technique
Expert Card Technique (also by Hugard
and  Braue)  is  often  considered  the
“advanced”  sequel.  While  The  Royal
Road  To  Card  Magic  is  a  course  for
beginners through intermediate, Expert
Card  Technique  is  a  comprehensive
encyclopedia  of  sleights  that  assumes
you already know the basics.  The two
books complement each other perfectly:
study The Royal Road first, then move to
Expert  Card  Technique  for  deeper
variations.

The Royal Road
vs. Modern Video
Courses
Today,  many  magicians  learn  from
YouTube  tutor ia ls  or  paid  video
downloads.  Video can be  excellent  for
seeing moves in real time, but it often
lacks  the  structured  pedagogy  of  The
Royal Road. A beginner who jumps from
one flashy video to another may develop
gaps in their knowledge. The book forces
you to understand the mechanics in a
way that a two-minute clip cannot. The
best approach is to use both: learn the
fundamentals  from  the  book,  then
supplement with video to clarify  tricky
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points.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

Many  beginners  put  down  The  Royal
Road  To  Card  Magic  because  they  find
the  ea r l y  s l e igh ts  awkward  o r
impossible.  The  pass  is  famously
difficult and can take months to execute
invisibly.  The key is  to remember that
mastery  is  a  long-term  goal.  Do  not
obsess over the pass; focus on the glide
and double lift  first.  Some sleights can
be  performed  well  enough  for  most
audiences after a few hours of dedicated
practice.  Others,  like  the  classic  pass,
may always be a work in progress. That
is normal.
Another common pitfall is neglecting the
presentation. The book includes many

tricks that are mathematically strong but
need engaging patter to be entertaining.
Remember that  magic  is  a  performing
art, not a technical puzzle. Always work
on  your  script  and  your  eye  contact,
even with the simplest tricks.

THE LEGACY AND CONTINUING
RELEVANCE

The  Royal  Road  To  Card  Magic  has
influenced  generations  of  magicians,
from street  performers  to  stars  of  the
Magic  Castle.  Its  lessons  have  been
quoted,  adapted,  and  expanded  in
countless  later  works.  The  reason  is
simple: the fundamentals of card magic
have not  changed since 1948.  A false
shuffle is still a false shuffle; a double lift
still deceives the eye. By mastering the
material  in  this  book,  you  are  doing
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exactly what the greats did before you.
Moreover, the book teaches a respect
for  the  art .  Hugard  and  Braue
constantly  remind  the  reader  that  a
magician’s primary goal is to entertain,
not  to  show  off  skill.  This  philosophy  is
timeless.

CONCLUSION

If  you are  serious  about  learning card
magic, The Royal Road To Card Magic is

not optional—it  is  essential.  It  remains
the  clearest,  most  logical,  and  most
comprehensive  introduction  ever
written.  The  journey  from  the  first
overhand  shuffle  to  the  final  polished
routine is long, but every step is laid out
for you. Pick up a deck, open to Lesson
One,  and  begin  your  own  royal  road.
With patience and practice, you will not
only  learn  tricks—you  will  understand
the art of card magic itself.


