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EMMANUELLE 2 AND
EMANUELLE: A TALE OF TWO
EROTIC ICONS

The world of erotic cinema in the 1970s
was defined by a handful of iconic
characters, but none loomed as large as
Emmanuelle. The sensual fantasies of
the French noblewoman created by
Emmanuelle Arsan captivated audiences
worldwide. Yet, for every film fan who
knows the soft-focus sophistication of

the original French Emmanuelle and its
immediate sequel Emmanuelle 2, there
is a parallel universe of Italian
exploitation cinema that gave us a
different spelling and a different star:
Emanuelle, portrayed by the magnetic
Laura Gemser. The keyword
Emmanuelle 2 Emanuelle perfectly
encapsulates this dual legacy, a
crossroads where art-house eroticism
met pulp entertainment. In this article,
we explore the two branches of this
cinematic tree, revealing how a single
silent letter and a change of nationality
created one of the most fascinating
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phenomena in adult film history.

The Birth of a
Legend:
Emmanuelle
(1974) and the
Urge for More

To understand Emmanuelle 2, we must
first appreciate the cultural earthquake
of the original 1974 film. Directed by Just
Jaeckin and starring Dutch actress Sylvia
Kristel, Emmanuelle shattered taboos
with its elegant, almost dreamlike
depiction of a young woman’s sexual

awakening in Bangkok. It was not
hardcore pornography but soft-core
cinema that sought to be artistic,
philosophical, and liberating. The film
became a huge commercial success,
grossing hundreds of millions of dollars
worldwide and making Sylvia Kristel an
international sex symbol.

Naturally, a sequel was inevitable. But
how do you follow up a film that defined
an entire genre? The answer came in
1975 with Emmanuelle 2 (full title:
Emmanuelle: The Joys of a Woman).
Directed by Francis Giacobetti, this
second chapter took Emmanuelle away
from the exotic locales of Bangkok and
brought her to Hong Kong, where her
erotic journey deepened.
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EMMANUEULE 2tTEBBmanuelle 2 apart from its

ANTICIPATED SEQUEL

Plot and Setting

Emmanuelle 2 picks up where the first
film left off. Our heroine, now more
experienced and confident, accompanies
her husband Jean (played again by
Daniel Sarky) on a business trip to Hong
Kong. There, she continues her
exploration of sensuality, free from the
constraints of conventional morality. The
film introduces new characters, including
a mysterious and alluring woman named
Anna-Maria and a young man who
becomes her lover. The narrative is
structured as a series of erotic vignettes,
punctuated by philosophical discussions
about love, jealousy, and freedom.

predecessor is a slightly more polished
production and a greater emphasis on
the emotional and psychological aspects
of Emmanuelle's relationships. While the
first film was ground-breaking for its
time, the sequel benefits from a bigger
budget and a more confident direction.
The cinematography bathes every scene
in warm, golden hues, and the
soundtrack, featuring the iconic theme
by Pierre Bachelet, remains instantly
recognizable.

Critical



Reception and
Legacy

Upon release, Emmanuelle 2 was met
with mixed reviews. Some critics felt it
lacked the freshness and shock value of
the original. Others praised it for
expanding Emmanuelle's character and
for its lush visual style. Commercially, it
performed well, though not quite
matching the box office phenomenon of
the first film. Over time, however, it has
gained a devoted following among fans
of 1970s erotic cinema. The film is often
cited as a perfect example of the "Euro-
erotic" genre, where explicit content is
presented with a certain artistic
pretension.

The importance of Emmanuelle 2
extends beyond its own narrative. It
established the formula for the
numerous sequels and spin-offs that
followed, many of which starred different
actresses in the role. It also solidified the
character of Emmanuelle as a symbol of
female sexual liberation, even if that
liberation was framed through a male
gaze. Today, the film is available on
various home video formats and
streaming services, often as part of the
complete Emmanuelle collection.

THE EMANUELLE PUZZLE: ITALY’'S
ANSWER TO THE FRENCH STAR
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The Arrival of

Laura Gemser
and the Spelling

Shift

While the French Emmanuelle franchise
continued with more sequels, a separate
phenomenon was brewing in Italy. In
1975, the same year as Emmanuelle 2,
an lItalian director named Bitto Albertini
released a film titled Emanuelle nera
(Black Emanuelle). The change in
spelling from "Emmanuelle" to
"Emanuelle"” (with one "m") was
deliberate. The Italian producers wanted

to capitalize on the worldwide fame of
the French character but without paying
licensing fees to the original copyright
holders. The film starred Laura Gemser,
an Indonesian-Dutch model and actress,
as a photojournalist exploring erotic and
exotic cultures.

The choice to cast a woman of color was
revolutionary for the time. Laura
Gemser's exotic beauty and natural
charisma made her an instant star in her
own right. Her version of Emanuelle was
more active, more adventurous, and
often more explicit than Sylvia Kristel’s
Emmanuelle. While the French films
leaned towards soft-core ambiguity, the
Italian Emanuelle films embraced a
harder edge, mixing eroticism with
elements of horror, jungle adventures,
and even pseudo-documentary



travelogues.

The "Black
Emanuelle"
Series: A World
of Exploitation

The most famous entry in this parallel
series is Emanuelle nera (1975) and its
many sequels, including Emanuelle nera
2 (1976) and Emanuelle in Bangkok
(1976). The latter title is particularly
interesting because it mirrors the setting
of the original French Emmanuelle. This
created a confusing landscape for
audiences: was Emanuelle the same

character as Emmanuelle? The Italian
films never provided a clear answer, and
that ambiguity was part of their charm.

Laura Gemser went on to star in a dozen
or more Emanuelle films, often directed
by Joe D'Amato, a prolific exploitation
filmmaker. The films are characterized
by their low budgets, exotic locations
(often shot in Sri Lanka or the
Philippines), and a mix of eroticism and
graphic violence. While they lack the
artistic pretensions of the French
Emmanuelle 2, they have achieved cult
status for sheer audacity and
entertainment value. For many viewers,
the spelling Emanuelle (with one "m") is
synonymous with Laura Gemser’s
fearless, globe-trotting alter ego.
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EMMANU

A SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

Tone and Style

The most significant difference between
Emmanuelle 2 and the Italian
Emanuelle films lies in  tone.
Emmanuelle 2 is a slow, meditative,
and romantic film. Its erotic scenes are
bathed in soft light and often
accompanied by philosophical
voiceovers. The Italian Emanuelle films,
by contrast, are fast-paced, gritty, and
confrontational. They feature more
explicit nudity, more violent encounters,
and a sometimes disjointed narrative
that jumps from one exotic location to
another.

lﬁ.ﬁévrsaEElf%UIELLE:
Development

In Emmanuelle 2, the title character is
a woman of leisure, elegant and
introspective. She seeks pleasure but
also understanding. In the Italian
Emanuelle films, Emanuelle is a
professional photographer or journalist,
always on the move, always
investigating something. She is an active
protagonist who gets involved in political
intrigue, mysterious cults, and
dangerous love affairs. This makes her a
very different kind of feminist icon: less
a passive object of desire and more an
agent of her own fate, even if that fate
often involves graphic sex.



Cutttrat fipdct

The French Emmanuelle 2 is part of a
broader cultural acceptance of soft-core
cinema in mainstream art houses. It was
screened at regular cinemas and
reviewed in serious magazines. The
Italian Emanuelle films, on the other
hand, were largely relegated to
grindhouse theaters and later to VHS
shelves. Yet, in terms of longevity and
cult following, the Italian series arguably
has a more dedicated fanbase. The term
"Emanuelle" has become shorthand for a
certain brand of 1970s exploitation film,
while "Emmanuelle" remains associated
with highbrow eroticism.

EMMANUELLE 2 AND EMANUELLE

Nostalgia and
Retro Aesthetics

For modern audiences, both
Emmanuelle 2 and the Emanuelle
films offer a time capsule of 1970s
fashion, music, and attitudes. The
interiors, the hairstyles, the use of exotic
locales—all of this contributes to a
strong sense of nostalgia. Many film
enthusiasts appreciate these films not
just for their erotic content but as
historical artifacts of a more liberated
(and perhaps more naive) era. The
keyword Emmanuelle 2 Emanuelle
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often appears in discussions of vintage
cinema, with fans debating the merits of
each.

Influence on
Later Erotic
Cinema

The impact of both series is undeniable.
The combination of beautiful stars,
exotic settings, and a free-spirited
approach to sexuality paved the way for
later erotic films such as 9% Weeks and
even the cable TV series The Red Shoe
Diaries. Directors like Quentin Tarantino
and Pedro Almoddvar have cited the
Euro-erotic and Italian exploitation

genres as influences. The music of
Emmanuelle 2 in particular has been
sampled and covered by electronic
musicians.

Home Video and
Collectability

In the era of streaming, both French and
Italian series have found new life.
Cinephiles seek out restored versions of
Emmanuelle 2 on Blu-ray, while fans of
cult cinema hunt for the often uncut
Italian Emanuelle films. Boutique labels
such as Vinegar Syndrome and Cult
Epics have released box sets that
include both the French and lItalian lines,
sometimes for the first time in high
definition. The spelling distinction is



crucial for collectors: a search for
Emmanuelle 2 Emanuelle might yield
results that include both the French
sequel and the Italian spin-offs.

WHERE TO BEGIN: A VIEWER'S
GUIDE

If you are new to the world of
Emmanuelle 2 Emanuelle, you might
wonder where to start. For a classic and
relatively accessible experience, begin

10

with the original Emmanuelle (1974) and
then watch Emmanuelle 2. Appreciate
the slow pacing and the lush
cinematography. Then, if you are in the
mood for something wilder, seek out the
first Emanuelle nera (or its sequel
Emanuelle in Bangkok). You will
immediately notice the difference in
energy and explicitness. Both
experiences are valid and represent two
sides of the same erotic

10

Emmanuelle 2 Emanuelle

2023-10-18



