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INTRODUCTION: A
WHIRLWIND
ADVENTURE DOWN
THE YELLOW
BRICK ROAD

When two of the most
beloved  characters  in
animat ion  h istory
collide with one of the
most cherished stories
ever told, the result is
n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f
magical.  Tom  And
Jerry Wizard Of Oz is
a  delightful  direct-to-
video  animated  film
that  reimagines  L.
Frank  Baum's  classic
tale through the lens of
the  iconic  cat-and-
mouse  duo.  Released

in 2011, this charming
c rossove r  b r i ngs
together  the  timeless
slapstick  comedy  of
Tom and Jerry with the
fantastical world of Oz,
creating an experience
t h a t  a p p e a l s  t o
children  and  adults
alike.  The  film
masterfully weaves the
f a m i l i a r  b e a t s  o f
Dorothy's journey with
the  signature  chase-
and-collision  antics
that  have  made  Tom
and  Jerry  household
names for generations.
Whether  you  are  a
longtime  fan  of  the
f r a n c h i s e  o r  a
newcomer  cur ious
about  th is  un ique
retelling,  this  article

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Tom And Jerry Wizard Of Oz 2024-11-03

will take you deep into
t h e  m a k i n g ,
characters, music, and
lasting  appeal  of  this
whimsical adventure.

THE PREMISE:
HOW TOM AND
JERRY ENTER THE
LAND OF OZ

The  story  begins  in
rural  Kansas,  where
Dorothy Gale lives with
her Aunt Em and Uncle
Henry .  Un l ike  the
original  tale,  however,
Dorothy is not alone on
the  farm.  Tom  and
Jerry are also residents,
carrying on their usual
r iva l ry  o f  chases ,
crashes,  and  creative
retaliation.  When  a
t o r n a d o  s w e e p s
Dorothy's  house  away
to the magical Land of
Oz, Tom and Jerry are
accidentally  caught  in
the whirlwind alongside
her.  The  house  lands
on the Wicked Witch of
the  East,  setting  off  a

chain  of  events  that
leads Dorothy to meet
Glinda the Good Witch,
a c q u i r e  t h e  r u b y
slippers,  and set off on
the  Yellow Brick  Road
toward  the  Emerald
City.
Tom and Jerry  do not
s i m p l y  s e r v e  a s
passive  observers  in
this journey. They each
take  on  distinct  roles
that mirror their classic
dynamic.  Jerry,  ever
t h e  c l e v e r  a n d
resourceful  mouse,
becomes  Dorothy's
loyal  companion  and
protector. Tom, initially
pursuing  Jerry  out  of
habit,  eventually  finds
himself  reluctantly
d r a w n  i n t o  t h e
adventure.  Along  the
way,  the  duo  meets
the Scarecrow, the Tin
Man, and the Cowardly
Lion, each of whom is
given  a  fresh  twist
through  the  inclusion
o f  o u r  f e l i n e  a n d
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murine  friends.  The
film  stays  remarkably
faithful  to  the  original
story  structure  while
in jec t i ng  enough
physical  comedy  and
visual gags to keep the
t o n e  l i g h t  a n d
entertaining.

CHARACTER
ADAPTATIONS:
FAMILIAR FACES IN
NEW ROLES

Dorothy
and Toto
Dorothy  is  portrayed
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
e a r n e s t n e s s  a n d
k i n d n e s s  t h a t
audiences  expect,  but
her  bond  with  Jerry
adds an extra layer of
warmth. Toto, her dog,
is  present  as  wel l ,
l e a d i n g  t o  s o m e
amusing  interactions
with  both  Tom  and
Jerry. The voice acting,

led by Grey DeLisle as
Dorothy,  captures  the
w o n d e r  a n d
determination  of  the
character  without
veering  into  imitation
of  Judy  Garland.  This
Dorothy  feels  fresh
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g
respec t fu l  o f  t he
source  material.

The
Scarecro
w, Tin
Man, and
Cowardly
Lion
T h e  t h r e e  i c o n i c
companions are voiced
by talented actors such
as  Joe  Alaskey  and
Michael Donovan. Each
character  retains  their
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c o r e  t r a i t s .  T h e
Scarecrow longs  for  a
brain,  the  Tin  Man
desires  a  heart,  and
t h e  L i o n  s e e k s
c o u r a g e .  T h e i r
interactions  with  Tom
and Jerry provide some
of  the  film's  funniest
moments. For instance,
Tom's  attempts  to
chase  Je r ry  o f ten
inadvertently  help  the
group  solve  problems,
and  Jerry's  cleverness
frequently  saves  the
day  in  ways  that  the
o the r  cha rac te r s
cannot.  The  film
cleverly  uses  the  cat-
and-mouse dynamic to
advance  the  plot  and
a d d  c o m i c  r e l i e f
without  derailing  the
emotional beats of the
story.

The

Wicked
Witch of
the West
The  Wicked  Witch  of
the West is as sinister
and menacing as ever,
but she also becomes a
target  o f  Tom  and
Jerry's  ant ics.  Her
flying  monkeys  are
given a comedic edge,
often  finding
themselves outsmarted
b y  J e r r y ' s
resourcefulness  or
T o m ' s  c l u m s y
inter ference.  The
witch's  pursuit  of  the
ruby  slippers  remains
the central conflict, but
the  presence  of  Tom
and  Jerry  introduces
u n p r e d i c t a b l e
elements that keep the
story  lively.  The  film
does  not  shy  away
f r o m  t h e  d a r k e r
m o m e n t s  o f  t h e
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original  tale,  but  it
balances  them  with
e n o u g h  h u m o r  t o
remain family-friendly.

VOICE CAST AND
PERFORMANCES

One  of  the  standout
aspects  of  Tom  And
Jerry Wizard Of Oz is
its  voice  cast.  Grey
D e L i s l e  b r i n g s  a
youthful  and  sincere
energy to Dorothy. Joe
Alaskey,  a  legendary
voice  actor  known for
his work on numerous
Warner  B ros .  and
H a n n a - B a r b e r a
productions,  voices
both  the  Scarecrow
and the Cowardly Lion
w i t h  d i s t i n c t
personality and charm.
M ichae l  Donovan
voices the Tin Man with
a  gent le ,  meta l l ic
resonance  that  suits
the character perfectly.
The  film  also  features
T o m  K e n n y ,  b e s t
known as the voice of

S p o n g e B o b
SquarePants ,  in  a
supporting  role.  The
vocal  performances
elevate  the  material,
ensuring  that  each
character  feels  fully
realized  even  within
the  confines  of  a
direct-to-video  release.
It is worth noting that
T o m  a n d  J e r r y
themselves  do  not
speak, in keeping with
the  tradition  of  the
classic  shorts.  They
communicate  through
gestures,  expressions,
and  the  un iversa l
language  of  physical
comedy.  This  choice
preserves the essence
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l
f r a n c h i s e  w h i l e
al lowing  the  voice
actors  for  the  human
and  anthropomorphic
characters to carry the
dialogue. The result is
a  seamless  blend  of
s i lent  comedy  and
spoken  storytelling
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that  fee ls  natura l
rather  than  forced.

ANIMATION STYLE
AND VISUAL
APPEAL

The animation in Tom
And Jerry Wizard Of
Oz  is  bright,  colorful,
and  faithful  to  the
visual  sty le  of  the
classic  Tom  and  Jerry
c a r t o o n s .  T h e
backgrounds evoke the
pastoral  beauty  of
K a n s a s  a n d  t h e
fantastical  landscapes
of Oz with equal care.
The  Emera ld  C i t y
sh immers  in  v iv id
green,  the dark forest
teems  with  shadowy
m e n a c e ,  a n d  t h e
poppy  field  glows  with
deceptive  beauty.  The
character designs stay
true  to  the  original
T o m  a n d  J e r r y
a e s t h e t i c  w h i l e
incorporat ing  the
distinct looks of the Oz
characters.  Dorothy

wears  her  iconic  blue
gingham  dress,  the
Scarecrow  is  stitched
together with care, and
the  Tin  Man  gleams
under the Oz sun.
The  action  sequences
are  choreographed
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
p r e c i s i o n  a n d
inventiveness  that
defined  the  theatrical
shorts. Tom's elaborate
schemes to catch Jerry
backfire  in  spectacular
fashion,  and  Jerry's
escapes  often  involve
c l e v e r  u s e  o f  t h e
environment.  The  film
does not rely solely on
recyc led  gags ;  i t
creates new set pieces
that take advantage of
the  Oz  setting.  For
example ,  a  chase
through the poppy field
involves Tom and Jerry
bouncing  on  flower
p e t a l s ,  a n d  a n
encounter  with  the
flying  monkeys  turns
into  a  mid-air  pursuit
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that  rivals  any  of  the
classic  cartoons.  The
animation respects the
legacy of the franchise
while  exploring  new
creative  territory.

MUSICAL
ELEMENTS: A
FRESH TAKE ON A
CLASSIC SCORE

M u s i c  p l a y s  a
significant  role  in  Tom
And Jerry Wizard Of
Oz.  The  film  features
original  songs  as  well
as familiar  tunes from
the MGM musical. The
songs  are  woven  into
the narrative in a way
that  feels  organic.
D o r o t h y  s i n g s  a
heartfelt number about
wanting  to  go  home,
the  Scarecrow,  Tin
Man,  and  Lion  each
h a v e  s o n g s  t h a t
express  their  desires,
and the Wicked Witch
gets a menacing villain
song  that  adds  depth
to  her  character.  The

music is composed by
Michael  Tavera,  who
captures  the  spirit  of
Harold  Arlen  and  E.Y.
Harburg's  or iginal
score  while  creating
something that  stands
on its own.
The underscore during
chase  sequences
echoes  the  playful,
percussive  rhythms  of
classic  Tom  and  Jerry
cartoons.  The  sound
effects  are  also
faithfully  reproduced.
The  sliding,  banging,
and  crashing  sounds
that  accompany  Tom
and  Jerry's  antics  are
instantly  recognizable
to fans.  This attention
to auditory detail helps
the  film  feel  like  a
genuine  extension  of
the  franchise  rather
t h a n  a  g e n e r i c
crossover. The balance
be tween  mus i ca l
numbers  and  comedic
set  p ieces  is  wel l -
maintained,  ensuring



8

8 Tom And Jerry Wizard Of Oz 2024-11-03

that  neither  element
overwhelms  the  other.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
LOYALTY,
COURAGE, AND
FRIENDSHIP

Beneath the surface of
slapstick  comedy  and
fantastical  adventure,
T o m  A n d  J e r r y
W i z a r d  O f  O z
explores  themes  that
are central to both the
Oz story and the Tom
and  Jerry  dynamic.
Dorothy's  journey  is
about  finding  her  way
home,  but  it  is  also
about discovering that
home  is  where  the
hear t  i s .  Tom  and
Jerry's  journey  mirrors
this  in  an  unexpected
way.  Throughout  their
adventures,  they  find
themselves  working
together  to  overcome
obstacles.  While  they
never  fully  abandon
their rivalry, there are
moments  of  grudging

cooperation  and  even
genuine  care.  Jerry
protects Dorothy when
she is  in  danger,  and
Tom, despite his selfish
tendencies,  ultimately
helps  the group when
it matters most.
The  film  suggests  that
even the most unlikely
adversaries  can  find
common ground when
faced  with  a  greater
challenge.  This  is  a
subtle  but  meaningful
message  for  young
viewers.  It  does  not
preach  or  moralize;  it
simply  demonstrates
through  action  that
cooperation can lead to
positive  outcomes.  At
the same time, the film
c e l e b r a t e s
indiv idual i ty .  The
Scarecrow,  Tin  Man,
and  Lion  each  learn
that  they  a l ready
possess  the  qualities
they  seek.  Dorothy
learns that she has the
power to return home
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all along. And Tom and
Jerry,  despite  their
endless  chasing,  learn
that they are part of a
larger  community that
includes each other.

RECEPTION AND
LEGACY

Upon its release, Tom
And Jerry Wizard Of
Oz  received  generally
positive  reviews  from
critics  and  audiences.
Fans  of  the  classic
cartoons  appreciated
the  faithful  recreation
of  the animation style
and  the  humorous
integration of  the cat-
and-mouse  duo  into
the  Oz  nar ra t i ve .
Parents found it to be a
suitable introduction to
the Wizard of Oz story
for young children who
might  find  the  original
film  too  intense.  The
film  was  also  praised
for  its  voice  cast  and
its  original  songs.  It
has  since  become  a

staple  of  DVD  and
streaming  libraries,
often  watched  during
family movie nights or
holidays.
The  success  of  this
crossover led to other
Tom  and  Jerry  direct-
to-video  films  that
c o m b i n e d  t h e
characters  with  other
classic stories, such as
Tom  and  Jerry:  Robin
Hood  and  His  Merry
Mouse  and  Tom  and
Jerry: The Lost Dragon.
While  each  of  these
films  has  its  own
charm, Tom And Jerry
Wizard Of Oz remains
a standout because of
the natural  fit  between
the  source  material
and the franchise. The
Land  of  Oz,  with  its
whimsical  inhabitants
and episodic structure,
provides  the  perfect
backdrop for Tom and
Jerry's  antics.  The  film
honors both the Baum
book  and  the  MGM
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musical  while  carving
out its own identity.

WHERE TO WATCH
AND WHY IT
MATTERS

If  you  are  looking  to
i n t r o d u c e  a  n e w
generat ion  to  the
magic of Oz or to the
timeless  comedy  of
Tom and Jerry, this film
is an excellent starting
point. It is available on
D V D  a n d  c a n  b e
streamed  on  various
plat forms  such  as
Amazon  Prime  Video,
Y o u T u b e ,  a n d
s o m e t i m e s  o n
Boomerang  or  other
c l a s s i c  c a r t o o n
streaming  services.
T h e  r u n t i m e  o f
approx imate ly  60
minutes makes it ideal
for a single sitting, and
the  pacing  ensures
that  there  is  never  a
dull moment.
Why  does  Tom  And

Jerry  Wizard  Of  Oz
matter  in  the  broader
c o n t e x t  o f  b o t h
f r a n c h i s e s ?  I t
demonstrates  that
classic  characters  can
be reinvented for new
audiences  without
losing their essence. It
shows that a story as
wel l -known  as  The
Wizard  of  Oz  can  be
retold with a fresh twist
that honors the original
while  offering
something new. It also
proves  that  physical
comedy  and  heartfelt
storytelling  are  not
mutually  exclusive.  In
an era when animation
i s  o f t e n  d i v i d e d
between  high-budget
theatrical releases and
qu ick ly  p roduced
streaming content, this
film  stands  as  a
reminder that direct-to-
video  projects  can  be
crafted  with  care,
talent, and respect for
the source material.
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CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS JOURNEY
WORTH TAKING

T o m  A n d  J e r r y
Wizard Of Oz is more
than  just  a  novelty
c rossove r .  I t  i s  a
l o v i n g l y  c r a f t e d
animated  film  that
brings  together  two
beloved  worlds  in  a
way  that  feels  both
fresh and familiar. With
its  engaging  story,
talented  voice  cast,
beautiful  animation,
and memorable music,
it  offers  something  for
everyone. Whether you
are  watching  for  the

first  time  or  revisiting
an  old  favorite,  the
adventure  down  the
Yellow Brick Road with
Tom and  Jerry  is  one
that you will  not soon
forget.  The  film
captures  the  enduring
a p p e a l  o f  b o t h
franchises  and  proves
that  there  is  always
room for one more trip
to Oz, especially when
it is accompanied by a
chas ing  cat  and  a
c leve r  mouse .  So
gather  the  family,
press play, and let the
whirlwind  of  laughter
and  magic  carry  you
away.


