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INTRODUCTION TO THE HERMLE
FLOOR CLOCK: A LEGACY OF
PRECISION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP

For  centuries,  the  floor  clock  has  stood
as a symbol  of  stability,  heritage,  and
meticulous artistry. Among the pantheon
of clockmakers who have mastered this
form, few names resonate with the same
authority  as  Hermle.  A  Hermle  floor
clock  is  more  than  a  timekeeping
instrument; it is a sculptural statement,

a functional heirloom, and a testament
to German engineering. Whether you are
a  seasoned  collector  or  a  homeowner
looking to add a focal point to your living
space, understanding what makes these
clocks  exceptional  will  deepen  your
appreciation for their craft. In this article,
we will  explore the history, mechanics,
design  variations,  and  care  of  Hermle
floor  clocks,  providing  you  with  a
thorough  guide  to  one  of  the  world's
most respected clockmaking traditions.

THE HERITAGE OF HERMLE: A
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GERMAN CLOCKMAKING
DYNASTY

Founded in 1922 by Franz Hermle in the
Black  Forest  region  of  Germany,  the
Hermle  company quickly  established a
reputation for precision. The Black Forest
had been a center of clockmaking since
the 17th century, and Hermle inherited
this  rich tradition of  innovation.  Unlike
many manufacturers that focus solely on
quartz movements, Hermle is celebrated
for  i ts  mechanica l  movements,
particularly  the  Hermle  floor  clock
movements  that  power  thousands  of
clocks  worldwide.  The  company's
dedication  to  maintaining  a  high
standard of craftsmanship means that a
Hermle floor clock often features a hand-
finished  movement,  intricately  carved

cases, and a deep, resonant chime that
can  fill  a  room.  Over  the  decades,
Hermle  has  supplied  movements  to
many other clock brands, solidifying its
status as an industry leader. When you
invest  in  a  Hermle  floor  clock,  you  are
not just buying a clock; you are acquiring
a piece of horological history.

ANATOMY OF A HERMLE FLOOR
CLOCK: KEY COMPONENTS

To  fully  appreciate  a  Hermle  floor
clock,  it helps to understand its major
parts.  Each component plays a role in
both function and aesthetics.
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The Case: From
Classic to

Contemporary
The  case  of  a  Hermle  floor  clock  is
typically  crafted  from solid  hardwoods
such  as  cherry,  oak,  mahogany,  or
walnut.  Traditional  designs  feature  a
crown or bonnet at the top, a trunk that
houses the pendulum and weights, and a
base  that  provides  stability.  Common
styles include:

Traditional (Grandfather)
Clocks: These feature elaborate
carvings, finials, and sometimes
inlaid marquetry. They often have

a full-length waist door and a
moon-phase dial.
Regulator Clocks: A simpler,
more functional design with a
glass front and sides, allowing full
visibility of the pendulum and
weights. These are popular for
their clean, academic look.
Modern and Transitional: Some
Hermle floor clocks offer sleeker
lines with minimal ornamentation,
using the natural beauty of the
wood grain as decoration.

The Movement:
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The Heart of the
Clock
The  movement  is  the  engine  of  the
clock.  Hermle  manufactures  both
mechanical  (key-wound)  and  quartz
(battery-operated)  movements.
Mechanical  movements  are  prized  by
purists for their intricate gear trains and
the  satisfying  ritual  of  winding.  A
mechanical  Hermle  floor  clock
typically  runs  for  eight  days  on  a  full
wind.  Quartz  movements  offer  greater
accuracy  and  less  maintenance,  often
including  features  like  automatic  night
silence and remote control.  Both types
maintain the high reliability standards of
the brand.

The Pendulum
and Weights
T h e  p e n d u l u m  r e g u l a t e s  t h e
timekeeping, while the weights provide
the  energy.  In  a  Hermle  floor  clock,  the
weights  are  often  brass-cased  and
polished.  The  pendulum  bob  may  be
brass or steel, depending on the model.
The rhythmic swing of the pendulum is
not  only  functional  but  also  visually
hypnotic, adding a dynamic element to
the clock's presence.

The Dial and
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Hands
The dial is the face of the clock. Hermle
dials are often made of brass or silvered
metal,  with  either  Roman  or  Arabic
numerals.  Some  high-end  models
feature a moon-phase dial at the top,
which displays the lunar cycle and adds
a romantic,  astronomical  element.  The
hands  are  typically  spade-shaped  or
serpentine, crafted from blued steel or
polished brass.

The Chime
System
One of the most enchanting features of a
Hermle  floor  clock  is  its  chime.  Most

models  offer  selectable  chime melodies,
such as:

Westminster Chime: The most
famous, using four notes to play
the classic melody.
Whittington Chime: A more
complex, fuller tone.
St. Michael Chime: A melodious,
lesser-known option.

The chimes are struck on polished brass
rods, producing a warm, resonant sound
that  is  both  crisp  and  mellow.  Many
clocks also feature an automatic  night
silencer option to avoid disturbing sleep.

WHY CHOOSE A HERMLE FLOOR
CLOCK? BENEFITS AND
CONSIDERATIONS
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When  selecting  a  floor  clock,  several
fac to rs  se t  Hermle  apar t  f rom
competitors  like  Howard  Miller  or
Ridgeway.

German Precision: Hermle1.
movements are renowned for their
accuracy and longevity. A well-
maintained mechanical Hermle
floor clock can run for generations.
Value Retention: Heritage2.
brands tend to hold value better,
and a Hermle in good condition is
a sought-after item in the vintage
and antique market.
Sound Quality: The brass rod3.
chimes of Hermle are considered
by many to be superior in tonal
quality compared to tubular bells
or electronic sound modules.

Craftsmanship: Even entry-level4.
Hermle floor clocks exhibit a level
of fit and finish that reflects the
brand's commitment to quality.

However, there are some considerations.
Mechanical  Hermle  floor  clocks  require
regular  maintenance  every  few  years,
including oiling and adjusting. They are
also heavy (often over 100 pounds), so
moving  them  can  be  a  challenge.
Additionally,  they  are  sensitive  to
humidity and temperature changes, so a
stable environment is ideal.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT
HERMLE FLOOR CLOCK FOR YOUR
HOME

Choosing  a  Hermle  floor  clock  is  a
personal and practical decision. Here are
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some steps to guide you:

Assess Your
Space
Measure  the  height  and  width  of  the
area where you plan to place the clock.
Standard floor clocks are about 72 to 84
inches  tall,  with  a  width  of  18  to  24
inches. Ensure the base is stable on your
flooring.  If  you  have  carpet,  consider  a
protective  mat.

Match Your

Decor
Consider the architectural style of your
room.  A  dark  mahogany  clock  with
ornate carving may look out of place in a
minimalist,  modern  loft.  Conversely,  a
cherry  regulator  clock  might  be  too
simple for a Victorian parlor. Think about
the color  of  existing furniture  and the
period of your home.

Choose
Mechanical or
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Quartz
Do  you  enjoy  the  ritual  of  winding  a
clock each week, hearing the click of the
gears, and seeing the pendulum swing?
If yes, choose a mechanical model. If you
prefer "set it and forget it" convenience,
a quartz model is more practical. Many
quartz  Hermle  floor  clocks  still  have  a
pendulum  that  swings,  driven  by  a
battery, for the visual effect.

Consider
Features and

Complications
Do  you  want  a  moon  phase  dial?  A
calendar? A triple-chime option? These
features add to the cost but also to the
charm. For many enthusiasts, the moon
phase is a must-have because it adds a
celestial  dimension  to  the  clock's
function.

New or Pre-
Owned?
A  new  Hermle  floor  clock  comes  with  a
warranty  and brand-new movement.  A
vintage or used Hermle can be found at
a  lower  price,  but  it  may  require
servicing. If you buy used, ask for photos
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of the movement and inquire if  it  has
been recently oiled or adjusted.

MAINTAINING YOUR HERMLE
FLOOR CLOCK: A GUIDE TO
LONGEVITY

Proper care will keep your Hermle floor
clock  running  accurately  and  looking
beautiful for decades.

Regular Dusting
and Cleaning
Use  a  soft,  dry  microfiber  cloth  to  dust
the case regularly. For intricate carvings,
a soft brush can reach crevices. Avoid
spray polishes that can build up on the
wood and attract  dust.  Instead,  use  a

quality  furniture  wax  once  or  twice  a
year.

Movement
Servicing
Mechanical  movements  should  be
professionally  serviced  every  3  to  5
years. This involves cleaning, oiling, and
adjusting  the  gears.  A  clockmaker  will
also check the pivot points and bushings
for  wear.  Neglecting  this  can  lead  to
inaccurate  timekeeping  and  eventual
damage.



10

10 Hermle Floor Clock 2025-04-07

Winding the
Clock
Wind your mechanical Hermle floor clock
fully once a week. Use the winding key
that  came  with  the  clock,  turning  it
gently until you feel resistance. Do not
force it.  Over-winding can damage the
spring.  The  three  winding  holes  (for
time,  strike,  and  chime)  should  all  be
wound.

Maintaining the

Chime
If  the  chime becomes  sluggish  or  the
notes  sound  off,  the  chime  rods  may
need  adjustment.  This  is  a  job  for  a
professional. Never attempt to bend the
chime  rods  yourself ,  as  they  are
precisely  calibrated.

Lighting and
Environment
Keep  the  clock  out  of  direct  sunlight,
which can fade the wood finish and dial.
Maintain  a  stable  temperature  and
humidity level.  Avoid placing the clock
near  heating  vents,  fireplaces,  or  drafty
windows.



Hermle Floor Clock 11

11

THE HERMLE FLOOR CLOCK AS A
FOCAL POINT: INTERIOR DESIGN
IDEAS

A  Hermle  floor  clock  can  anchor  a
room. Here are some interior design tips:

Living Room: Place the clock
against a solid wall, perhaps near
a fireplace or a large piece of art.
Allow it to breathe and not be
crowded by furniture.
Entryway or Foyer: A floor clock
makes a grand first impression. It
sets the tone for the entire home.
Library or Study: A regulator-
style Hermle floor clock fits
perfectly in a scholarly
environment, alongside books and
a leather chair.
Hallway: In a wide hallway, a floor

clock can break up a long stretch
of wall and add visual interest.

Lighting  can  enhance  the  clock's
presence. Consider a small accent light
directed  at  the  dial  or  the  pendulum
window.  The  rhythmic  reflection  of  the
brass  pendulum  can  be  a  soothing
feature in a dimly lit room.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT
HERMLE FLOOR CLOCKS

Are  Hermle  floor  clocks  good
quality? Yes, Hermle is widely regarded
as  one  of  the  best  clock  movement
manufacturers  in  the  world.  Their  floor
clocks are built to last and offer excellent
value.
How long does a  Hermle floor  clock
last?  With  proper  care,  a  mechanical
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Hermle  floor  clock  can last  for  over  100
years. Many from the mid-20th century
are still running perfectly today.
Can I set the chime to be silent at
night? Many modern Hermle floor clocks
have  a  night  silencer  feature  that
automatically  mutes  the  chime  from
10:00 PM to 6:00 AM. This is sometimes
adjustable.  Check  your  specific  model's
features.
What  is  the  weight  of  a  typical
Hermle  floor  clock?  Most  weigh
between 80 and 130 pounds, depending
on the size and wood thickness.
Is  a  Hermle  floor  clock  worth
collecting?  Absolutely.  Hermle's
her i tage  movements  are  highly
collectible.  Limited  edition  models  and
older  mechanical  examples  are

particularly  sought  after  by  clock
enthusiasts.

CONCLUSION: THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF A HERMLE FLOOR
CLOCK

In  an  era  of  digital  distractions  and
disposable consumer goods,  a Hermle
floor  clock  stands  as  a  quiet  reminder
of  enduring  values:  precision,  artistry,
and patience. It  is a piece of furniture
that has a pulse,  a voice,  and a soul.
From the deep resonance of its chime to
the  graceful  sweep  of  its  pendulum,
every  detail  invites  you  to  slow down
and  appreciate  the  passage  of  time.
Whether you are drawn to the intricate
mechanics of a key-wound movement or
the elegant simplicity of a quartz model,
a  Hermle  floor  clock  is  an  investment
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that enriches your home and your life. It
is not merely a clock; it is a companion
for generations. Take the time to choose

one that speaks to you, care for it well,
and it will  reward you with decades of
faithful service and quiet beauty.


