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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR FIRST STEPS
IN THE BLOCKY
WILDERNESS

Stepping into the vast,
b l o c k y  w o r l d  o f
Minecraft  for  the  first
t i m e  c a n  b e  b o t h
e x h i l a r a t i n g  a n d
overwhelming. The sun
is  shining,  the  grass
sways gently, and then
you  realise:  night  is
coming. For every new
player,  the  first  day
sets  the  tone  for  the
entire  adventure.  This
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Minecraft  Survival
Guide  is  designed  to
help  you  thrive  from

t h e  m o m e n t  y o u
spawn,  whether  you
a r e  a  c o m p l e t e
beginner or looking to
refine  your  early-game
strategy. Mastering the
Minecraft  survival
guide  essent ia l s
means knowing how to
gather resources, build
a secure shelter, keep
your  hunger  bar  full,
and  fend  off  the
dangers of the dark. By
f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e
Minecraft  survival
tips, you will transform
from  a  vulnerable
n e w c o m e r  i n t o  a
confident  survivor,
ready to explore caves,
build impressive bases,
a n d  c o n q u e r  t h e
Overwor ld .  Let  us
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begin  your  journey
with  the  most  critical
phase: the first day.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE
SURVIVAL
MECHANICS

Before  div ing  into
specific  actions,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  two
ma in  meters  tha t
govern  your  survival:
health  and  hunger.
Y o u r  h e a l t h  i s
displayed  as  hearts,
and  you  lose  health
when you take damage
from  falls,  mobs,  or
starvation. Your hunger
b a r ,  s h o w n  a s
d rums t i ck  i cons ,
depletes over time and
when  you  perform
strenuous  actions  like
sprinting, jumping, and
mining.  When  your
hunger bar is full, you
will  slowly  regenerate
health. If it drops below
18 points  (out  of  20),

you stop regenerating.
If  it  reaches zero, you
start  taking  starvation
damage.  Therefore,
securing a steady food
supply is just as crucial
as  building  a  shelter.
T h i s  b e g i n n e r
s u r v i v a l  g u i d e
Minecraft  emphasises
balancing  these  two
pillars  from  the  very
start.

GETTING STARTED:
THE FIRST 10
MINUTES

Your first moments in a
n e w  w o r l d  a r e
precious.  Spawn  with
nothing  but  your  fists.
Immediate ly  look
around  for  wood—any
tree will do. Punch the
trunk  until  a  block  of
wood  d rops ,  then
collect  it.  Repeat until
you have at least 8–10
l o g s .  O p e n  y o u r
inventory and craft the
logs  into  planks.  Use
four planks to create a
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crafting  table.  Then,
use two planks to craft
sticks,  and  combine
sticks  with  planks  to
m a k e  a  w o o d e n
pickaxe.  This  is  your
first  tool,  and it  will  let
you mine stone, which
is  a  major  upgrade.
With  a  stone  pickaxe,
y o u  c a n  m i n e
cobblestone,  which  is
more  durab le  and
allows  you  to  craft
better  tools,  swords,
and  a  furnace.  These
initial  steps  are  the
foundat ion  of  any
Minecraft  survival
guide and set you up
for the rest of the day.

Prioritisin
g
Resource

Gathering
While  collecting wood,
keep  an  eye  out  for
o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l
resources .  B reak
leaves  to  find  saplings
and  sticks.  Saplings
allow  you  to  replant
trees near your future
b a s e ,  e n s u r i n g  a
r e n e w a b l e  w o o d
supply.  Also,  look  for
wool from sheep if you
see any. Wool is useful
for  craft ing  a  bed,
w h i c h  i s  a  g a m e -
changer because it lets
you sleep through the
night  and  set  your
spawn  point.  If  you
cannot  find  sheep,  you
can  ki l l  spiders  for
string  and  combine
three strings with three
wood planks to craft a
fishing  rod,  or  later
combine  string  with
other  mater ials  to
make a bow. However,
the absolute priority is
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stone. Once you have a
stone  pickaxe,  mine
enough cobblestone to
make a full set of stone
tools:  pickaxe,  axe,
shovel, and a sword. A
stone  sword  deals
more  damage  than
your  fists  and  is
essential for defending
yourself  from  hostile
mobs.

BUILDING YOUR
FIRST SHELTER

As  the  sun  begins  to
dip toward the horizon,
you r  c l ock  s ta r t s
ticking.  Hostile  mobs
l i k e  z o m b i e s ,
skeletons,  creepers,
and  spiders  spawn  in
darkness.  The  safest
place  is  inside  a  fully
enclosed  space  with
light  level  above  0.
Your  first  shelter  does
n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  a
palace. A simple dirt or
cobblestone  box  is
perfectly  adequate.
The key elements  are

walls,  a  floor,  a  roof,
and a door. Dig or build
a  structure  at  least
three  blocks  high.
Place  your  crafting
table  and  furnace
inside.  Use  torches
(crafted  with  a  stick
and a piece of coal or
charcoal)  to  light  the
interior.  If  you have a
bed, place it and right-
click to sleep, skipping
the  night  entirely.  If
you do not have a bed,
you  can  wait  out  the
night safely inside your
shelter,  or  you  can
s t a r t  m i n i n g
underground.  Many
experienced  survivors
choose  to  spend  the
first  night  digging  a
staircase  down  to  find
coal,  iron,  and  other
minerals.  This  dual-
purpose  strategy  is  a
hallmark of an efficient
Minecraft  survival
guide.
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Making a
Furnace
and
Cooking
Food
A  furnace  is  crafted
from eight cobblestone
blocks  arranged  in  a
square  (leaving  the
center empty). Place it
on the ground. You can
smelt raw iron ore into
iron  ingots,  cook  raw
meat  (beef,  porkchop,
chicken,  rabbit)  into
cooked meat, and turn
logs  into  charcoal,
which  is  a  substitute
for  coal.  Charcoal  is
ex t reme ly  use fu l
because  i t  can  be
produced  from  any
wood,  making  you
independent  of  coal
deposits.  To  make

charcoal, place logs in
the top slot and a fuel
source  in  the  bottom
s lo t  ( any  wooden
plank,  stick,  or  coal).
Each  charcoal  can
sme l t  up  to  e igh t
items.  Cooked  meat
restores  more  hunger
points  than  raw  meat
and  never  gives  you
food  poisoning,  unlike
raw  chicken.  Always
cook your food before
eating  it  if  possible.
This is one of the most
important  Minecraft
survival  t ips  fo r
maintaining  health.

EXPLORING AND
MINING SAFELY

O n c e  y o u  h a v e  a
secure  base,  basic
tools, and some food, it
is  t ime  to  expand.
Mining  is  the  primary
way to obtain valuable
resources  like  iron,
g o l d ,  d i a m o n d s ,
redstone,  and  lapis
l a z u l i .  T h e  b e s t
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strategy is to dig down
to level Y=11 (press F3
to  see  coordinates  on
Java Edition, or use the
d e b u g  m e n u  o n
Bedrock). At this level,
you are above the lava
lakes that generate at
Y=-54, and you have a
high  chance  of  finding
d i a m o n d s  i n  t h e
deepslate  layers.  Use
the  "branch  mining"
technique:  dig  a  main
tunnel,  then  dig  side
tunnels  every  three
blocks  apart .  This
e x p o s e s  a s  m a n y
blocks  as  possible
while  minimising  the
amount  of  stone  you
n e e d  t o  r e m o v e .
Always  carry  a  water
bucket to turn lava into
o b s i d i a n  a n d  t o
extinguish  fire  if  you
fall  into  lava.  Also,
bring  torches  to  light
up  your  tunnels  and
prevent mob spawns. A
sword, pickaxe, shovel,
and  some  blocks  to

pi l lar  up  or  br idge
a c r o s s  g a p s  a r e
essential.  Remember
to keep an eye on your
hunger  and  health
bars, and always have
an exit strategy.

Combat
and
Defense
Hostile  mobs  are  not
the  only  threat.  You
also  need  to  manage
f a l l  d a m a g e ,
suffocation,  and
drowning.  But  mobs
are the most common
c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .
Learning basic combat
is  a  key  part  of  any
Minecraft  survival
guide.  The  strafing
techn ique—mov ing
s i d e w a y s  w h i l e
attacking—helps  you
avo id  zombie  and
skeleton attacks. Use a
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s h i e l d  t o  b l o c k
incoming  projectiles
from skeletons and to
block  melee  damage.
To  c ra f t  a  sh ie ld ,
combine one iron ingot
with six wood planks in
a  Y-shaped  pattern.
Right-click  with  the
shield to raise it. When
fighting  a  creeper,
either  kill  it  quickly
with a bow or run away
to  minimise  explosion
damage.  Spiders  can
be  jumped  on  or  hit
from above. Endermen
are neutral unless you
look directly at them; if
y o u  d o ,  w e a r  a
pumpkin on your head
or keep your crosshair
away. As you explore,
consider  building  a
mob  farm  to  collect
gunpowder,  string,
bones, and other useful
drops.  A  simple  dark
r o o m  w i t h  w a t e r
c h a n n e l s  c a n  b e
constructed  early  in
the  game.

SECURING A
SUSTAINABLE
FOOD SOURCE

Relying  on  hunting
animals  alone  is  not
sustainable.  Animals
can  be  killed  off,  and
you must travel farther
to  find  new  ones.  The
best long-term solution
is  farming.  Create  a
simple  crop  farm  by
tilling  dirt  with  a  hoe
near  water.  Water
hydrates  up  to  four
blocks  away  in  each
direction, so one water
source  can  support  a
9x9 farm. Plant wheat
seeds  (from  breaking
tall  grass),  carrots,
potatoes,  or  beetroot
seeds.  Carrots  and
potatoes  are  often
found in village farms.
Another  option  is  to
breed  animals:  feed
two  cows  wheat,  two
sheep  wheat ,  two
chickens seeds, or two
pigs carrots.  They will
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produce  a  baby,  and
you  can  eventually
create a steady supply
of  meat  and  other
products.  Fishing  is
a l so  r e l i ab l e  and
provides  food  plus
enchanted  books  and
other treasure. With a
fishing  rod,  cast  the
line and wait. Fishing is
a  re lax ing  way  to
gather  food while  you
plan your next move. A
b a l a n c e d  d i e t  o f
cooked  meat,  bread,
and  baked  potatoes
will  keep your  hunger
bar consistently high.

Enchantin
g and
Advanced
Progressi

on
A f t e r  y o u  h a v e
stockpiled iron, built a
decent  base ,  and
maybe  found  a  few
diamonds,  you  should
consider  enchanting.
Enchanting allows you
to add powerful effects
to  your  tools,  armor,
and  weapons.  You
need  an  enchanting
table (crafted with two
d i a m o n d s ,  f o u r
obs id ian,  and  one
book), bookshelves (to
increase  the  level  of
enchantments),  and
exper ience  levels
(gained  by  mining,
smelting, killing mobs).
Place  the  enchanting
table in a room with 15
bookshelves  placed
one  block  away  in  a
square  pat tern  to
achieve the  maximum
enchantment  level  of
30. Enchant a pickaxe
with  Efficiency  to  mine
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faster,  a  sword  with
Sharpness  for  more
damage,  and  armor
with  Protect ion  to
reduce  damage  from
all  sources.  You  can
also  use  an  anvil  to
combine  enchanted
items  or  repair  them
with  the  appropriate
m a t e r i a l  ( e . g . ,
diamonds for  diamond
tools). This progression
from  stone  tools  to
diamond  gear  is  the
hallmark of  a  survivor
who has truly mastered
t h e  M i n e c r a f t
survival  guide .

EXPLORATION AND
THE NETHER

O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  in  the
Overworld,  the  next
major step is  entering
the  Nether.  Build  a
nether  portal  using at
leas t  10  obs id ian
blocks  arranged  in  a
vert ical  rectangle
(minimum 4x5). Light it

with  a  flint  and  steel
(crafted  with  one  iron
ingot  and  one  flint).
T h e  N e t h e r  i s  a
dangerous  dimension
filled with lava, ghasts,
piglins,  and  hoglins.
However,  it  contains
unique  resources  like
nether quartz, glowing
obsidian,  and  ancient
debris  (for  netherite).
The  most  important
reason  to  go  to  the
Nether  is  to  find  a
fortress, where you can
collect  blaze  rods  (for
brewing)  and  nether
wart  (for  potions).
Blaze  powder  is  also
essential  for  crafting
Eyes  of  Ender,  which
guide  you  to  the  End
portal. Before entering
the  Nether,  invest  in
good armor, a stack of
blocks, a water bucket,
and  fire  resistance
potions if possible. The
Nether  is  unforgiving,
but  the  rewards  are
i m m e n s e .  M a n y
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s u r v i v a l  g u i d e s
consider mastering the
Nether  the  turning
point  in  the  game.

Brewing
and Swift
Travel
Brewing  is  a  complex
but rewarding system.
With  a  brewing  stand
(crafted from one blaze
r o d  a n d  t h r e e
cobblestone),  you  can
create  potions  from
nether wart and other
ingredients.  A  water
bottle plus nether wart
makes  an  Awkward
Potion,  which  is  the
base for most potions.
Add  blaze  powder  to
m a k e  a  P o t i o n  o f
Strength, or sugar for a
Potion  of  Swiftness.
T h e  m o s t  u s e f u l
survival  potions  are
F i r e  R e s i s t a n c e

( m a g m a  c r e a m  +
awkward  pot ion) ,
Healing  (glistering
melon) ,  and  Night
Vision  (golden  carrot).
You  can  also  create
sp lash  pot ions  by
adding  gunpowder,
and  lingering  potions
by  adding  dragon's
breath  (collected  from
the  End).  Potions  can
b e  l i f e - s a v i n g  i n
dangerous  situations.
Additionally,  you  can
use  the  Nether  to
travel  quickly.  One
block  in  the  Nether
equals  eight  blocks  in
the  Overwor ld ,  so
building  a  network  of
portals  and  tunnels
allows  you  to  cover
enormous  distances
rapid ly .  This  is  an
advanced  technique
that makes exploration
and  base  building  far
more efficient.

VILLAGES AND
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TRADING

Villages  are  scattered
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
Overworld  and  are
treasure  troves  of
resources. If  you find a
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  b e s t
approach is to secure it
by lighting up the area,
building  walls,  and
protecting the villagers
f r o m  z o m b i e s
(especially  during  a
zombie siege or  raid).
Villagers  can  trade
items  with  you.  By
trading, you can obtain
enchanted  books,
d i a m o n d  g e a r ,
emeralds,  and  rare
building  blocks.  To
advance  a  villager's
trades, you can cure a
zombie  villager  (using
a golden apple  and a
s p l a s h  p o t i o n  o f
weakness)  or  simply
trade  repeatedly  with
the  same  villager  to

unlock  new  levels.
Building a trading hall
in your base is a long-
te rm  pro jec t  that
prov ides  a  steady
supply  of  valuable
items.  Villages  also
have farm plots, which
can  jumpstart  your
food  production.  Use
the  farm  to  col lect
wheat,  carrots,  and
potatoes  immediately.
Villagers  are  also  a
source of iron golems,
which drop iron ingots.
Iron farms are a classic
survival  project  that
can be built  after you
have some experience.

Redstone
Basics for
Survivors
Redstone is


