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INTRODUCTION

If you still have an iPad 2 gathering dust in a drawer, you’re not
alone. This iconic tablet, launched in 2011, was a game-changer
in its day. But as Apple moved on, the iPad 2 got left behind on
iOS 9.3.5. No more official updates. No more new apps. However,
many users are discovering that by learning how to jailbreak
iPad 2, they can breathe new life into it. Jailbreaking unlocks the
device’s full potential, allowing you to install tweaks, customize
the interface, and even run apps that are no longer compatible
with the App Store. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you
through everything you need to know about jailbreaking an iPad
2, from the basics to the step-by-step process, while keeping your
data safe and your device functional.
Whether you’re a tech tinkerer or a curious beginner, this article
will help you make an informed decision. We’ll cover the risks,
the rewards, and the exact methods you can use today. Let’s get
started.

WHAT IS JAILBREAKING?

Jailbreaking  is  the  process  of  removing  software  restrictions

imposed by Apple on iOS devices. It gives you root access to the
operating system, allowing you to install  applications,  tweaks,
and  extensions  that  are  not  available  through  the  official  App
Store. For an older device like the iPad 2, jailbreaking is often the
only way to get modern features, improve performance, or use
apps that require newer iOS versions.
There  are  different  types  of  jailbreaks:  untethered,  semi-
untethered, and tethered. For the iPad 2 on iOS 9.3.5, the most
common jailbreak is semi-untethered (using tools like Phoenix),
meaning you need to re-run the jailbreak app after every reboot
to restore the jailbroken state. So part of understanding how to
jailbreak  iPad  2  is  knowing  what  type  of  jailbreak  you’re
getting.

WHY JAILBREAK AN IPAD 2?

The iPad 2 is a 32-bit device that maxes out at iOS 9.3.5. Apple
no  longer  signs  that  firmware,  and  many  modern  apps  require
iOS  10  or  higher.  Jailbreaking  provides  several  key  benefits:

Extend the life of your device – With new tweaks and
community support, your iPad 2 can feel faster and more
capable.
Install incompatible apps – Through tweaks like
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AppAdmin or LowerInstall, you can download older versions
of apps that still work on iOS 9.
Customize the user interface – Change icons, fonts,
control center, and more.
Add functionality – Enable multitasking gestures, file
management via iFile or Filza, and system-wide ad
blocking.
Unlock hidden features – Access features like tethering
or Bluetooth file sharing that may have been restricted.

For many owners, learning how to jailbreak iPad 2 is the only
way to keep the tablet useful in 2025 and beyond.

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS AND RISKS

Before  you  proceed,  it’s  essential  to  understand  the  risks
involved.  Although  jailbreaking  is  generally  safe  when  done
correctly, it can void your warranty (though warranty on a device
this old is likely already expired). More importantly:

Security – Jailbreaking removes some of Apple’s sandbox
protections. Only install tweaks from trusted sources like
Cydia or reputable repositories.
Stability – Some tweaks may cause crashes, battery drain,
or boot loops. Always research tweaks before installing.
Bricking – While rare, a bad tweak can render your device
unusable. Always have a backup of your data.
Loss of official support – Apple may refuse service for
jailbroken devices, but again, the iPad 2 is obsolete by
Apple’s standards.

To minimize risks, make sure you follow a trusted guide on how
to jailbreak iPad 2 and use only well-known jailbreak tools like
Phoenix for iOS 9.3.5.

PREREQUISITES AND PREPARATION

Before starting the jailbreak process, gather the following:

A computer with iTunes installed (or a Mac with1.
Finder). You may need to restore the iPad if something
goes wrong.
USB cable to connect the iPad to your computer.2.
Backup your data – Use iCloud or iTunes to create a full3.
backup. Jailbreaking itself usually doesn’t wipe data, but it’s
better to be safe.
Check your iOS version – Go to Settings > General >4.
About > Software Version. The iPad 2 can be on iOS 9.0
through 9.3.5. Most will be on 9.3.5.
Disable passcode and Find My iPad – This avoids5.
complications during the exploit process.
Charge your device to at least 50% to prevent6.
interruption.

Having these prerequisites in place ensures a smooth experience
when you follow the steps for how to jailbreak iPad 2.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO JAILBREAK IPAD 2

The exact method depends on your iPad 2’s iOS version. Below
we cover the most common scenario: iOS 9.3.5 using the Phoenix
jailbreak tool. For older iOS versions (8.x, 7.x), tools like Pangu or
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TaiG  are  available,  but  we’ll  focus  on  9.3.5  as  it’s  the  final
firmware  for  iPad  2.

Method: Jailbreaking iPad 2
on iOS 9.3.5 with Phoenix
Phoenix is a semi-untethered jailbreak for 32-bit devices including
the iPad 2. It was developed by the team behind HomeDepot and
is considered stable. Here’s how to do it:

Download the Phoenix IPA file from the official source1.
(e.g., jailbreakupdates.com or the developer’s GitHub). Do
not use random download links.
Install the IPA on your iPad 2. You can use a signing2.
service like Cydia Impactor (now deprecated) or AltStore,
but for an older iPad you may need an alternative like
sideloadly or simply download the OTA version directly via
Safari. Some guides provide a direct mobileconfig file that
installs the app without a computer. We recommend the
OTA method: Visit the Phoenix website on your iPad 2 and
download the jailed app profile.
Trust the developer certificate – After installation, go to3.
Settings > General > Profiles & Device Management. Tap
the Phoenix certificate and trust it.
Open the Phoenix app on your home screen. You’ll see a4.
“Prepare for Jailbreak” button. Tap it.
The exploit will run. Your iPad may reboot or respring. If5.
it succeeds, the app will display “Jailbreak complete” and

you will see Cydia on your home screen.
If the exploit fails, try again. Sometimes it takes multiple6.
attempts. Ensure your Wi-Fi is off and you close all
background apps.
After a reboot, if you lose the jailbreak, simply open7.
Phoenix again and tap the button. The jailbreak is semi-
untethered, so you must re-run it after every restart.

That’s the core of how to jailbreak iPad 2 on iOS 9.3.5. It is
reliable and widely used.

Jailbreaking iPad 2 on iOS
9.0 – 9.1 (Untethered)
If  you  are  still  on  an  earlier  iOS  9  version  (uncommon,  but
possible), you can use the Pangu 9 jailbreak which is untethered.
The process is similar, but you download Pangu 9 for Windows or
Mac. Connect your iPad, run the tool, and follow the on-screen
instructions. An untethered jailbreak means you never need to re-
run the tool after a reboot. However, since most iPad 2 units have
been updated to 9.3.5, Phoenix is your best bet.

POST-JAILBREAK: WHAT TO DO NEXT

Once you’ve successfully completed the jailbreak and see Cydia
on your home screen, you have a whole new world available.
Here are the first steps:

Update Cydia – Open Cydia, let it reload the sources, and
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upgrade essential packages.
Add trusted repositories – By default, Cydia includes
BigBoss, ModMyi (now defunct), and others. Add repos like
repo.hackyouriphone.org or cydia.akemi.ai for useful
tweaks.
Install basic tweaks – Consider: Activator (gesture
controls), NoPlsOC (disable OTA update nag), AppAdmin
(downgrade apps), Filza File Manager (browse system files),
and iCleaner Pro (free up space).
Back up your SHSH blobs – Using a tool like
TinyUmbrella or Odysseus to save your current iOS blobs,
so you can restore to this firmware in the future if needed.
This is optional but recommended for advanced users.

Learning how to jailbreak iPad 2 is just the beginning; the real
fun is customizing your tablet to your liking.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

Even with a solid guide, you might run into problems. Here are
some frequent issues and how to fix them:

Phoenix app crashes or fails to exploit – Try rebooting1.
your iPad, disabling Wi-Fi, and closing all apps. If it still fails,
restore your iPad to iOS 9.3.5 via iTunes and try again.
Cydia is missing after jailbreak – This can happen if the2.
exploit didn’t complete. Re-run Phoenix and look for Cydia
on the second page of your home screen.
Stuck in a boot loop after installing a tweak – Hold the3.
Home and Power buttons to force restart. Then quickly hold
the Volume Up button to enter No Substrate mode (Safe
Mode). Remove the problematic tweak via Cydia.
Jailbreak lost after reboot – Normal for semi-untethered.4.
Just re-open Phoenix and re-apply the jailbreak. You will
keep all your tweaks and settings.
Battery drain – Some tweaks are poorly optimized. Use5.
CocoaTop or BatteryLife to identify the culprit, or restore


