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UNDERSTANDING MATH TEACHER SALARY BY STATE:
A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS

For many educators, the decision to pursue a career teaching
mathematics is driven by a passion for numbers and a desire to
shape young minds. However, the practical reality of paying bills,
supporting a family, and building a comfortable life cannot be
ignored. If you are considering entering the profession or are an
experienced  math  teacher  evaluating  your  options,
understanding the math teacher salary by state is essential.
Compensation for math educators varies dramatically across the
United States,  influenced by factors  such as  cost  of  living,  state
budget allocations, union strength, and local demand for STEM
educators. This comprehensive guide breaks down the numbers,
explains  the  influencing  factors,  and  helps  you  make  informed
career  decisions.

Why Math Teacher Salaries

Vary So Widely Across the
Country
Before  diving  into  specific  state  figures,  it  is  important  to
understand  the  underlying  reasons  for  the  significant
discrepancies  in  pay.  While  you  might  assume  that  a  math
teacher in New York City earns more than one in rural Mississippi,
the  gap  is  often  wider  than  simple  geographic  differences
suggest.
Several key factors contribute to these variations:

Cost of Living: States with higher housing costs,
transportation expenses, and general living costs typically
offer higher salaries to attract and retain teachers. A salary
that seems low in California may actually offer more
purchasing power than a higher salary in a more affordable
state.
State and Local Funding: Education funding is often
determined by property taxes and state budget priorities.
Wealthier states and districts with robust tax bases can
allocate more money to teacher salaries.
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Collective Bargaining and Union Influence: States with
strong teachers' unions often have higher salary schedules
and better benefits. Union negotiations can significantly
impact the overall compensation package.
Supply and Demand: Mathematics teachers are
consistently in high demand, particularly in secondary
education. States and districts experiencing severe
shortages often offer higher starting salaries, signing
bonuses, or loan forgiveness programs to attract qualified
candidates.
Years of Experience and Education Level: Most school
districts use a salary schedule that rewards both advanced
degrees (master's or doctorate) and years of classroom
experience. However, the rate at which salaries increase
varies greatly by state.

High-Paying States for Math
Teachers: Where the
Numbers Add Up
If  maximizing  your  annual  income is  a  primary  goal,  certain
states consistently rank at the top of the math teacher salary
by  state  comparison.  These  states  typically  combine  strong
educational funding with a high cost of living, but they also offer
professional environments that many educators find rewarding.

NEW YORK

New York State, particularly the New York City metropolitan area
and affluent suburban districts  like Long Island and Westchester
County,  offers some of  the highest salaries for  math teachers in
the nation. The average annual salary for a math teacher in New
York often exceeds $85,000, with experienced teachers in top
districts  earning  well  over  $100,000.  The  state  strong  union
presence and high cost of living, especially in downstate regions,
drive  these  numbers  upward.  Teachers  should  note  that
certification  requirements  are  rigorous,  and  the  competition  for
positions in desirable districts can be fierce.

CALIFORNIA

California consistently ranks among the top states for average
math teacher salaries, with statewide averages frequently falling
between  $80,000  and  $90,000.  However,  this  figure  can  be
misleading. The cost of living in major metropolitan areas like San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego is among the highest in
the country. A math teacher in the Bay Area might earn a six-
figure  salary  but  still  struggle  to  afford  a  modest  home.
Conversely,  teachers  in  more  affordable  parts  of  the  Central
Valley or inland regions may find that their salary stretches much
further. The state has also made strides in improving starting
salaries to attract new teachers.

MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts is renowned for its high-performing public schools
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and correspondingly high teacher salaries. Math teachers in the
Bay State earn an average annual salary in the range of $78,000
to $88,000.  The state places a high value on education,  and
districts  like  Boston,  Cambridge,  and  Newton  offer  competitive
compensation packages. The high cost of housing, particularly in
the  Greater  Boston  area,  remains  a  significant  factor,  but  the
overall quality of life and professional support for teachers are
strong draws.

CONNECTICUT

Similar  to  its  northeastern  neighbors,  Connecticut  offers  robust
salaries for math educators. The average annual salary is often
reported around $76,000 to $82,000. Wealthy suburban districts
in  Fairfield  County  and  the  Hartford  area  provide  some  of  the
highest pay. However, Connecticut also faces challenges with a
high cost of living and an aging teacher workforce, which can
create  opportunities  for  new teachers  willing  to  navigate  the
competitive job market.

ALASKA

Alaska is an interesting outlier. To attract teachers to remote and
sometimes  harsh  environments,  the  state  offers  significantly
higher-than-average salaries.  The average annual  salary for  a
math teacher in Alaska frequently exceeds $75,000. Some rural
districts  also  provide  housing  assistance  or  other  incentives.
While the cost of living in remote villages can be exceptionally
high due to shipping costs, teachers in more accessible cities like
Anchorage or Fairbanks may find a reasonable balance between

salary and expenses.

Mid-Range States:
Balancing Income and
Lifestyle
Many  states  offer  competitive  salaries  that,  when  adjusted  for
cost of living, provide a comfortable middle-class lifestyle. These
states  represent  a  balanced  approach  to  the  math teacher
salary by state equation.

TEXAS

Texas employs a large number of teachers,  and salaries vary
widely by district. The average annual salary for a math teacher
in Texas is typically between $58,000 and $65,000. While this is
lower than the top-tier states, Texas has no state income tax,
which  can  significantly  boost  take-home  pay.  Fast-growing
suburban districts around Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, Austin, and
San  Antonio  offer  competitive  salaries  and  have  a  high  demand
for qualified math teachers. The cost of living outside of the most
popular neighborhoods remains relatively affordable.

ILLINOIS

Illinois, particularly the Chicago metropolitan area and its affluent
suburbs,  offers  strong salaries  for  math teachers.  The statewide
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average often lands between $65,000 and $75,000.  However,
Illinois  has  faced  significant  budget  challenges  and  pension
funding issues that create uncertainty for educators. Despite this,
the Chicago Public Schools system and many suburban districts
continue  to  offer  competitive  compensation  packages,
particularly  for  teachers  with  advanced degrees and years  of
experience.

NEW JERSEY

New Jersey has some of the highest property taxes in the nation,
which directly  fund its  excellent  public  schools.  Math teacher
salaries  reflect  this,  with  average  annual  earnings  between
$70,000 and $80,000. The state has a strong union presence and
a rigorous certification process. The high cost of living, especially
for housing and property taxes themselves, means that teachers
need to carefully evaluate their personal financial situation when
considering a move to New Jersey.

WASHINGTON

Washington State has seen significant growth in teacher salaries
in  recent  years,  driven by a state Supreme Court  ruling that
mandated  increased  education  funding.  The  average  annual
salary for a math teacher in Washington is now often between
$70,000  and  $80,000.  The  Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue  area  offers
the highest pay, but the cost of living, particularly housing, is
steep. Teachers in other parts of the state, such as Spokane or
the Tri-Cities, may find a more favorable cost-of-living balance.

Lower-Paying States:
Challenges and
Opportunities
It  is  important  to  acknowledge  that  not  all  states  offer
competitive math teacher salaries. In several states, particularly
in the South and parts of the Midwest, average salaries fall well
below the national average. Understanding the math teacher
salary  by  state  in  these  regions  is  crucial  for  educators
considering relocation.

FLORIDA

Florida has a high demand for  teachers,  but average salaries
remain  relatively  low.  The  average  annual  salary  for  a  math
teacher in Florida is often between $50,000 and $58,000. While
the state has no income tax and a lower cost of living than the
Northeast  or  West  Coast,  housing costs  in  popular  areas like
Miami, Orlando, and Tampa have risen sharply. Florida also has a
weaker union presence compared to many northern states.

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi consistently ranks among the lowest in the nation for
teacher salaries. The average annual salary for a math teacher in
Mississippi may fall below $48,000. However, the cost of living is
also among the lowest  in  the country,  meaning that  a  dollar
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earned  in  Mississippi  can  go  further  than  a  dollar  earned  in
California.  For  teachers  who  are  passionate  about  serving  in
underserved communities and who value a low cost of  living,
Mississippi can still be a viable option.

OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma has faced well-publicized teacher walkouts and funding
crises in recent years. While the state has made some progress in
raising salaries,  they remain below the national  average.  The
average annual salary for a math teacher in Oklahoma is typically
between $48,000 and $55,000.  The cost  of  living is  low, and
there is a genuine need for qualified math educators,  which can
lead to quicker hiring and more job security.

WEST VIRGINIA

West  Virginia  is  another  state  where  teacher  salaries  have
historically  been  low,  leading  to  significant  labor  actions.  The
average  annual  salary  for  a  math  teacher  is  often  between
$48,000  and  $54,000.  The  cost  of  living  is  quite  low,  but
opportunities  for  professional  advancement  and  access  to
resources  can  be  limited.  The  state  does  offer  loan  forgiveness
programs for teachers in high-need areas.

The Critical Role of Cost of

Living in Evaluating Salary
Data
When comparing math teacher salary by state, focusing solely
on the raw numbers can be misleading. A salary of $70,000 in a
low-cost  state  like  Texas  or  Georgia  may  provide  a  more
comfortable lifestyle than a salary of $90,000 in an expensive
state like New York or California.
Several  online cost-of-living calculators can help you compare
purchasing power across states. Key factors to consider include:

Housing: This is typically the largest expense. Compare
median home prices and rental rates.
Utilities and Transportation: Consider costs for heating,
cooling, gasoline, and public transit.
Taxes: State income tax, property tax, and sales tax rates
vary dramatically. States like Texas, Florida, and
Washington have no state income tax, which can
significantly increase your net income.
Healthcare and Childcare: These costs can vary
regionally and should be factored into any decision.

Beyond the Base Salary:



6

6 Math Teacher Salary By State 2024-06-17

Other Forms of
Compensation and Benefits
A comprehensive evaluation of math teacher salary by state
must  look  beyond  the  base  pay.  Many  states  and  districts  offer
additional  forms of  compensation  that  can  significantly  enhance
total earnings.
Common incentives for math teachers include:

Signing Bonuses: Some high-need districts offer one-time
bonuses of $5,000 to $15,000 for math teachers who
commit to a certain number of years.
Loan Forgiveness: The federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness
program offers up to $17,500 for highly qualified math
teachers who work in low-income schools for five years.
Some states offer their own programs.
Stipends for Extracurriculars: Coaching math teams,
tutoring clubs, or leading summer school programs can
provide additional income.
Retirement Benefits: Some states offer generous pension
systems, while others are shifting to 401(k)-style plans.
This long-term compensation is a critical consideration.
Health Insurance: The quality and cost of health
insurance plans vary significantly by state and district. A

lower salary with excellent, low-cost health insurance may
be a better deal than a higher salary with expensive, poor-
quality coverage.

Job Outlook and Demand
for Math Teachers
The  demand  for  qualified  mathematics  teachers  remains  strong
across  the  United  States.  This  is  a  critical  factor  to  consider
alongside math teacher salary by state. STEM education is a
national priority, and schools are actively competing for skilled
math educators. Some of the highest-demand areas include:

Rural school districts that struggle to attract any teachers.
Urban school districts that serve high-poverty populations.
Schools specializing in STEM or magnet programs.

Teachers  who  are  certified  and  willing  to  work  in  underserved
areas  often  have  significant  negotiating  power,  especially  for
signing  bonuses  and  other  incentives.

Tips for Maximizing Your
Earnings as a Math Teacher
Understanding the landscape of


