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DOES THE LSAT HAVE MATH?
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT THE LAW SCHOOL
ADMISSION TEST

If you are considering law school, one of
the  first  questions  you  might  ask  is:
“Does  the  LSAT  have  math?”  It  is  a
natural  concern,  especially  if  you  are
coming  from  a  non-quantitat ive
background or  if  you have always felt
more  comfortable  with  words  than
numbers.  The  short  answer  is  no—the
LSAT does not include traditional math
problems  like  calculus,  algebra,  or
geometry.  However,  the  test  does
require logical reasoning skills that can
sometimes  involve  basic  numerical
concepts. Let’s explore exactly what you
will encounter on the LSAT, how it differs
from  other  graduate  entrance  exams,
and  why  your  math  skil ls  (or  lack
thereof) are not a barrier to a high score.

UNDERSTANDING THE LSAT
STRUCTURE

The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is
designed  to  measure  the  reading
comprehension,  analytical  reasoning,
and  logical  reasoning  skills  that  are
essential  for  success  in  law  school.
Unlike the GRE or GMAT, the LSAT does
not  have  a  dedicated  quantitative
section. Instead, the test consists of four
scored sections: two Logical  Reasoning
sections,  one  Reading  Comprehension
section,  and  one  Analytical  Reasoning

(commonly called Logic Games) section.
There  is  also  an  unscored  variable
section  and  a  writing  sample.

Logical
Reasoning: No
Math, Just Logic
The Logical Reasoning sections make up
roughly  half  of  your  LSAT score.  Each
question presents a short argument or
set of statements, and you are asked to
analyze  the  reasoning,  ident i fy
assumptions, strengthen or weaken the
argument,  or  draw  conclusions.  While
some  passages  might  ment ion
percentages, numbers, or statistics, you
do not need to perform any calculations.
Instead, you need to understand how the
n u m b e r s  a r e  u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e
argument—for  example,  spotting  a
flawed  comparison  between  two  groups
or  recognizing  a  misuse  of  statistical
data.  The  emphasis  is  on  crit ical
thinking,  not  arithmetic.

Analytical
Reasoning (Logic
Games):
Categorical
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Thinking, Not
Math
Many students  mistakenly  believe that
the Analytical Reasoning section is math-
heavy  because  it  involves  ordering,
grouping, and matching elements under
a set of rules. However, this section is
actually a test  of  your ability to apply
conditional  logic and make deductions.
You will work with categories like people,
days of the week, or objects, and you will
n e e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p o s s i b l e
arrangements or identify contradictions.
The skills required are closer to solving a
puzzle  than  solving  an  equation.  No
algebra,  no  formulas,  no  number
crunching—just  pure  logical  deduction.

Reading
Comprehension:
Understanding
Complex
Passages
The  Reading  Comprehension  section
tests  your  abi l i ty  to  read  dense,
academic  texts  and  answer  questions
about  main  ideas,  details,  inferences,
and the author’s  tone.  Passages cover
topics  from  law,  humanities,  social
sciences,  and  natural  sciences.
Occasionally a passage might include a
graph or a table, but you only need to
interpret  the  information  conceptually,
not  per form  any  mathemat ica l
o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  f o c u s  i s  o n
comprehension  and  analysis,  not

computation.

WHY THE LSAT AVOIDS
TRADITIONAL MATH

The  LSAT  is  specifically  designed  to
predict success in law school, where the
primary skills required are reading large
volumes of text, understanding complex
arguments, and thinking logically under
time  pressure.  Law  school  does  not
requ i re  ca l cu lus  o r  advanced
mathematics, so the LSAT does not test
them.  Instead,  the  test  evaluates  the
kind  of  reasoning  you  will  use  daily:
parsing  statutes,  identifying  flaws  in
opposing  arguments,  and  constructing
sound  legal  arguments.  By  excluding
math,  the  LSAT  levels  the  playing  field
for humanities and social science majors,
who may not have taken math courses
recently.

COMPARING THE LSAT TO OTHER
GRADUATE EXAMS

If  you  are  also  considering  business
school  (GMAT)  or  graduate  school  in
other  fields  (GRE),  you  will  encounter  a
very  different  experience.  Both  the
GMAT  and  GRE  include  quantitative
sections  that  test  algebra,  geometry,
data  analysis,  and  arithmetic.  For
students who are not confident in math,
these  sections  can  be  a  significant
hurdle.  The  LSAT,  by  contrast,  offers  a
path to graduate education that does not
depend on your ability to solve quadratic
equations or calculate probabilities. This
is why many students who struggle with
math prefer the LSAT—or even choose
law  school  over  other  graduate
programs.
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Key Differences
at a Glance

LSAT: No quantitative section.
Logical reasoning, reading
comprehension, analytical
reasoning (logic games).
GRE: Includes quantitative
reasoning (arithmetic, algebra,
geometry, data analysis) and
verbal reasoning.
GMAT: Has a quantitative section
(problem solving, data sufficiency)
and an integrated reasoning
section that includes graphics
interpretation and multi-source
reasoning.

If you are considering multiple graduate
paths,  you  may  need  to  prepare  for
math on one exam but not on the LSAT.
However,  keep in mind that some law
schools  now  accept  the  GRE  as  an
alternative to the LSAT. In that case, a
math  section  could  be  part  of  your
application.  Always  check  the  specific
requirements  of  the  schools  you  are
applying to.

WHAT ABOUT NUMBERS ON THE
LSAT? THE ROLE OF
QUANTITATIVE REASONING

Even  though  the  LSAT  has  no  math
section,  you  may  sti l l  encounter
numbers—especia l ly  in  Logical
Reasoning  questions.  For  example,  a
question might present a survey showing
that 60% of people prefer one product
over another, and then conclude that the
product is  superior.  Your job is  to see
whether  the  numbers  actually  support
the  conclus ion,  or  i f  there  is  an
assumption about the sample size, the

population,  or  the  way  the  data  was
collected.  This  requires  “numeracy”
—the  ability  to  think  critically  about
numbers—but not  computational  math.
Similarly,  in  Logic  Games,  you  might
count possibilities or recognize patterns,
but  you  never  need  to  add,  subtract,
multiply, or divide complex numbers.

DO I NEED TO PREPARE FOR
MATH ON THE LSAT?

For the vast majority of test-takers, the
answer is no. You do not need to review
algebra,  geometry,  or  statistics.
However, if a logical reasoning question
uses a percentage or a ratio, you should
be comfortable understanding what that
number means in context. For instance,
you should know that “twice as many”
does not necessarily mean the same as
“an  increase  of  100%”  if  you  are
comparing different baselines. But these
are  conceptual  dist inctions,  not
mathematical  computations.  If  you can
handle  everyday  arithmetic—like
doubling a recipe or calculating a 15%
tip—you already  have  the  quantitative
skills you need for the LSAT.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT LSAT MATH

Many  prospective  law  students  worry
that  the  LSAT  includes  a  “math”
component  because  of  the  Analytical
Reasoning  section.  Others  confuse  the
LSAT with the older version of the test,
which  once  had  a  “mathematical
reasoning” section (it did not—that has
never been the case). Let’s clear up a
few myths:

Myth: Logic Games are like math
puzzles. Fact: They are logic
puzzles that require deductive
reasoning, not arithmetic.
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Myth: You need to know algebra
to solve some LSAT questions.
Fact: The LSAT does not test
algebraic equations or formal
mathematics.
Myth: If you are bad at math, you
cannot do well on the LSAT. Fact:
Many top scorers have humanities
backgrounds and excel on the
LSAT precisely because it focuses
on verbal and logical skills.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE LSAT
IF YOU’RE NOT A MATH PERSON

Since  the  LSAT  is  free  of  math,  your
preparation  should  concentrate  on  the
three  core  areas:  logical  reasoning,
analytical  reasoning,  and  reading
comprehension. Here are some effective
strategies:

Practice Logical Reasoning1.
Daily: Use official LSAT prep
materials or reputable online
platforms. Focus on identifying
argument structures, assumptions,
and flaws.
Master Logic Games: Many2.
students find this section the most
challenging initially, but also the
most improvable. Learn
diagramming techniques for
ordering and grouping games.
Build Reading Stamina: Read3.
dense legal or academic texts.
Practice summarizing paragraphs
and identifying the author’s main
point.
Take Timed Practice Tests:4.
Simulate real exam conditions to
build speed and endurance.
Review your mistakes to
understand why you got an answer
wrong.
Consider a Prep Course or5.
Tutor: If you need structured

guidance, many courses focus
exclusively on LSAT-specific logic
and reading skills without any
mention of math.

THE BOTTOM LINE: NO MATH,
BUT YES TO ANALYTICAL
THINKING

So, does the LSAT have math? No—not
in the form of equations, problem sets,
or quantitative comparisons. The test is
entirely  about  logical  reasoning,
analytical  thinking,  and  reading
comprehension. However, that does not
mean  it  is  easy.  The  LSAT  demands
sharp  critical  thinking,  attention  to
detail, and the ability to process complex
information quickly. But if your concern
is about math, you can put it to rest. The
LSAT  is  designed  to  be  accessible  to
students from all academic backgrounds,
and  your  success  depends  on  your
logical  reasoning  skills—not  your
performance  in  calculus  class.

CONCLUSION

The  question  “Does  the  LSAT  have
math?”  is  one  of  the  most  common
concerns  among  prospective  law
students.  The  clear  answer  is  no—the
LSAT does not include a math section,
and you  will  not  be  required  to  solve
algebraic equations, compute geometric
areas, or perform advanced arithmetic.
While some logical reasoning questions
involve numbers or statistics, they test
your ability to evaluate arguments, not
your  computational  speed.  If  you  are
strong in reading, analysis,  and logical
deduction,  you can excel  on the LSAT
regardless  of  your  mathematical
background. Focus your preparation on
logic  games,  reading  comprehension,
and argument analysis, and you will be
we l l  on  your  way  to  law  schoo l
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admission.


