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UNLOCKING THE
VALUE OF YOUR
CHILDHOOD
HEROES: THE
ULTIMATE GI JOE
ACTION FIGURES
PRICE GUIDE

For generations, GI Joe
action  figures  have
been  more  than  just
toys—they  have  been
symbols  of  adventure,
c o u r a g e ,  a n d
camaraderie. From the
original  12-inch  figures
of  the  1960s  to  the
iconic  3.75-inch  Real
American  Hero  line
that  dominated  the
1980s  and  beyond,
these  military-themed

figures  have  captured
the  imaginations  of
collectors  worldwide.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  collector,  a
n o s t a l g i c  f a n
rediscovering  your
attic  treasures,  or  a
savvy  reseller  looking
to  flip  a  profit,
understanding  the
market value of  these
figures  is  essential.
This comprehensive GI
Joe  action  figures  price
guide  wil l  help  you
navigate  the  complex
w o r l d  o f  G I  J o e
collecting, identify key
factors  that  influence
value,  and  give  you
r e a l i s t i c  p r i c e
expectations  for  some
of  the  most  sought-
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after  pieces  in  the
franchise.

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF GI JOE AND
WHY IT MATTERS
FOR PRICING

Before  div ing  into
specific  prices,  it  is
crucial  to  understand
the  history  of  GI  Joe
and  how  different  eras
impact  collectibility.
Hasbro launched GI Joe
in  1964,  creating  the
first  action  figure
marketed  specifically
to  boys.  The  12-inch
figures, known for their
articulated bodies  and
realistic  uniforms,  set
the  standard  for  the
industry.  In  1982,
howeve r ,  Hasb ro
revolutionized  the  toy
world  by  introducing
the  3.75-inch  Real
American  Hero  line.
This  smal ler  scale
allowed  for  vehicles,
p l a y s e t s ,  a n d  a
spraw l ing  cas t  o f

characters,  each  with
their  own  file  card
d e t a i l i n g  t h e i r
specialty,  code  name,
and biography.
The  Real  American
Hero  l ine  ran  from
1 9 8 2  t o  1 9 9 4 ,
producing hundreds of
figures  across  multiple
waves. This era is the
most collected and the
most complex when it
comes to pricing. Later
revivals,  including  the
1997-2006 Anniversary
and  Valor  vs.  Venom
l i n e s ,  t h e  2 5 t h
Anniversary  series
(2007-2008),  and  the
m o d e r n  G . I .  J o e :
Classified Series (2020-
present),  have  also
generated  significant
collector interest. Each
era  has  its  own  price
dr ivers,  inc luding
rarity,  condition,  and
demand.
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Key Eras
at a

Glance
1964–1976 (12-
inch Adventure
Team): Original
large-scale
figures. High
value for mint-in-
box examples,
especially early
releases.
1982–1994
(Real American
Hero): The
golden age of
3.75-inch
collecting. Most
pricing guides
focus heavily on
this era.
1997–2006
(Revival and
Anniversary):
Reissues and
new sculpts.
Some exclusives

command
premium prices.
2007–2018
(25th
Anniversary
and Modern
Era): Highly
detailed updates
with classic card
art. Strong
collector base.
2020–Present
(Classified
Series):
Premium 6-inch
scale figures.
Current retail,
but some
exclusives
already
appreciate
significantly.

WHAT
DETERMINES THE
PRICE OF A GI JOE
ACTION FIGURE?

Several  critical  factors
influence  the  value  of
any  GI  Joe  figure.
Understanding  these
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variables  is  essential
before you consult any
price guide.

Condition
Is King
In  the  world  of  toy
collecting,  condition  is
everything.  A  figure
that  is  mint  in  sealed
packaging  (MIB  or
M O C )  w i l l  a l m o s t
always  command  a
dramatically  higher
pr ice  than  a  loose
figure,  even  if  the
figure  itself  is  rare.
Grading scales, such as
t h o s e  u s e d  b y
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o y
graders  (e.g.,  CGA  or
A F A ) ,  p r o v i d e  a
standardized  way  to
assess  condition.  A
figure  graded  85  or
higher  can  sel l  for
multiples  of  what  a
similar  figure  in  fair
condition  might  bring.
Loose  figures  are

priced  based  on  joint
tightness,  paint  wear,
and whether they have
a l l  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l
a c c e s s o r i e s .  A
complete  figure  with  a
file  card  and  all
w e a p o n s  i s
significantly  more
v a l u a b l e  t h a n  a
miss ing-appendage
orphan.

Rarity
and
Productio
n
Numbers
Some  figures  were
p roduced  i n  ve ry
limited  quantities,
either  because  they
were  store  exclusives,
mail-aways,  or  part  of
a short-lived wave. For
example,  the  1983
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Cobra  Commander
with  a  hooded  head
sculpt, the 1984 Storm
Shadow  with  si lver
l ogo ,  o r  the  1987
Python  Patrol  figures
are  notoriously  difficult
to  find.  The  law  of
supply  and  demand
applies  directly  here:
the fewer available, the
higher the price.

Character
Popularit
y
I con ic  characters
cons is tent ly  ho ld
higher  values.  Snake
Eyes,  Storm  Shadow,
Cobra  Commander,
Destro,  and  Scarlett
are perennial favorites.
E v e n  i f  a  r a r e
background  character
exists, a mint-condition
Snake  Eyes  will  often
outperform  it  in  price

b e c a u s e  o f  h i g h
demand.  The  GI  Joe
action  figures  price
guide  must  account
for this emotional and
nostalgia-driven factor.

Accessori
es and
Complete
ness
Loose  figures  that
come with all  of  their
original  accessories,
including  weapons,
backpacks,  and  file
c a r d s ,  a r e  w o r t h
considerably  more
t h a n  i n c o m p l e t e
figures.  Original
accessories  are  often
lost  over  decades  of
play,  so  finding  a
complete  figure  is  a
major  bonus .  F i le
cards, in particular, are
important to condition-
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sensitive collectors.

Variants
and
Errors
Variants—figures  with
different  paint
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,
a c c e s s o r i e s ,  o r
packaging—can  be
highly  collectible.  The
famous  1983  Storm
Shadow variant with a
s i l ve r  a r row  l ogo
v e r s u s  t h e  m o r e
common white logo is
a  p r ime  example .
Similarly,  figures  with
production errors, such
as misassembled parts
or  wrong  accessories,
can sometimes fetch a
premium  among  error
collectors.

PRICE RANGES FOR
POPULAR GI JOE

FIGURES BY ERA

Below  is  a  detailed
breakdown  of  price
ranges for some of the
most  notable  GI  Joe
figures.  These  prices
reflect  current
aftermarket  trends  on
platforms  like  eBay,
W h a t n o t ,  a n d
dedicated  collector
forums.  Remember
that  prices  fluctuate
b a s e d  o n  m a r k e t
conditions, seasonality,
and  specific  auction
dynamics.  A lways
check  recent  so ld
listings  for  the  most
accurate data.

1982–198
5: The
Foundatio
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n Years
These early figures are
the bedrock of the Real
American  Hero  line.
M a n y  o r i g i n a l
c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e
introduced  during  this
period.

Snake Eyes
(1982, v1): A
staple of any
collection. Loose,
complete with
filecard and
accessories:
$80–150. Mint on
card: $400–800.
Storm Shadow
(1984, v1):
Iconic ninja
figure. Loose
complete:
$100–200. MOC:
$500–1,200. The
silver logo
variant is even
higher.
Cobra
Commander
(1983, v1,

hooded): Highly
sought after.
Loose complete
hooded version:
$120–250. MOC:
$600–1,500.
Destro (1983,
v1): Loose
complete:
$60–100. MOC:
$250–500.
Duke (1983,
v1): Loose
complete:
$40–80. MOC:
$200–400.
Scarlett (1982,
v1): Loose
complete:
$40–70. MOC:
$250–500.

1986–198
8: The
Expansio
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n Era
Th is  per iod  saw  a
massive  expansion  of
characters,  including
many fan favorites and
the introduction of new
factions.

Hawk (1986,
v1, battle
helmet): Loose
complete:
$30–60. MOC:
$150–300.
Zartan (1984,
v1): Unique for
its color-
changing action.
Loose complete:
$50–90. MOC:
$300–600.
Firefly (1984,
v1): Loose
complete:
$60–100. MOC:
$300–600.
Tomax and
Xamot (1985,
v1): The Crimson
Twins. Loose
complete each:

$40–80 each.
MOC: $200–400
each.
Serpentor
(1986, v1):
Loose complete:
$30–60. MOC:
$150–350.
Python Patrol
Trooper (1987,
exclusive):
Loose complete:
$100–200. MOC:
$500–1,000.

1989–199
4: The
Late Era
and Neon
Years
The late Real American
Hero years are known
for  more  co lor fu l ,
sometimes  garish,
figures and a decline in
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o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y .
However ,  some  of
these  figures  are  quite
rare.

Night Force
Flint (1989,
exclusive):
Loose complete:
$80–150. MOC:
$400–800.
Eco-Warriors
Flint (1991,
v2): Loose
complete:
$20–40. MOC:
$100–200.
Headman
(1992, v1):
Loose complete:
$30–60. MOC:
$150–300.
Street Fighter
Movie Figures
(1994,
crossover):
Loose complete:
$20–50. MOC:
$100–250.
Battle Corps
Figures
(1993–1994,
general): Most

are common,
with loose
complete figures
ranging from
$10–30. Rare
variants exist.

Modern
Era: 25th
Anniversa
ry and
Classified
Series
The  25th  Anniversary
l ine  (2007–2008)
re ign i ted  modern
c o l l e c t i n g  w i t h
improved  sculpts  and
vintage-inspired  card
art.  The  Classified
Series  (2020  onward)
has  become  a  major
fo rce  i n  p remium
action  figures.
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25th
Anniversary
Snake Eyes
(single card):
Loose: $15–30.
MOC: $40–100.
25th
Anniversary
Cobra
Commander
(silver foil
card, variant):
MOC: $100–250.
Classified
Series Snake
Eyes (v1,
2020): Reduced
retail, but early
releases: Loose
$25–50. MIB:
$60–120.
Classified
Series Storm
Shadow (v1,
2020): Loose:
$30–60. MIB:
$80–150.
Classified
Series Zartan
(2021, deluxe):
Loose: $40–70.
MIB: $100–200.

Classified
Series Python
Patrol Viper
(2022,
exclusive):
Loose: $40–80.
MIB: $100–200.

WHERE TO BUY
AND SELL GI JOE
ACTION FIGURES

Knowing  the  price  is
only  half  the  battle.
You also need to know
where to transact. The
following platforms are
popular  among GI  Joe
collectors.

eBay: The
largest
marketplace for
vintage toys. Use
advanced search
to filter by sold
listings to get
real price data.
Beware of
counterfeits for
high-value
figures.
Whatnot: A live-
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stream auction
platform popular
for toys. You can
often find deals,
but prices can be
unpredictable
due to auction
dynamics.
Mercari and
Facebook
Marketplace:
Good for local
sales and finding
lots. Priced often
below eBay due
to lower fees.
YoJoe.com
Forums and
Hisstank.com:
Dedicated
collector
communities
where serious
selling happens.
Prices are often
more realistic
and fair.
Conventions
and Toy
Shows: Events
like JoeFest, the
GI Joe

Convention, and
local toy shows
offer the chance
to inspect figures
in person. Prices
can be premium,
but you avoid
shipping
damage.

TIPS FOR
ACCURATE
PRICING

Always check
recent sold
listings on eBay
rather than
relying on list
prices. Sellers
often ask for
unrealistic
amounts.
Account for
accessories. A
figure missing a
single weapon
can lose 30–50%
of its value. A
complete figure
with filecard is
the gold
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standard.
Consider
grading. For
high-value MOC
figures,
professional
grading can add
a premium and
provide buyer
confidence.
Be aware of
reproductions.
Many
accessories, file
cards, and even
card backs are
being

reproduced.
Always ask for
detailed photos.
Factor in market
timing. Prices
often rise around
the holidays and
during tax refund
season. Summer
garage sale
season can see
lower prices.

CONCLUSION

The  world  of  GI  Joe
action  figure  collecting
is  vast,  rewarding,


