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UNMASKING EVIL: A DEEP DIVE
INTO THE BRILEY BROTHERS
BOOK

In  the  annals  of  American  true  crime,
few stories are as chilling and unsettling
as  that  of  the  Briley  brothers.  For  a
terrifying  stretch  in  the  late  1970s,
Richmond, Virginia, was held hostage by
a trio of siblings whose murderous spree
left  a  permanent  scar  on  the  city's
psyche.  While  their  crimes  have  been
the subject of documentaries, television
specials, and countless news articles, the
most  comprehensive  and  enduring
exploration  of  their  descent  into
madness is found within the pages of a
dedicated true crime volume. For anyone
seeking  to  understand  the  dark
psychology,  the  investigative  failures,
and the sheer terror of this case, The
Briley  Brothers  Book  serves  as  the
definitive  guide.  This  article  will  explore
the  harrowing  story  behind  the  book,
what  you  can  expect  to  find  within  its
chapters,  and  why  it  remains  a  vital
piece of true crime literature.

THE REIGN OF TERROR:
UNDERSTANDING THE BRILEY
BROTHERS

Before  diving  into  the  literature,  it  is
essential to understand the men at the
hea r t  o f  t he  s t o ry .  The  B r i l ey
brothers—Linwood,  James,  and
Anthony—were  not  masterminds  of
crime. Instead, they were a trio of deeply

disturbed  individuals  who  found  a
perverse  synergy  in  their  shared
violence. Their killing spree, which lasted
from 1979 to 1980, involved a series of
brutal  home  invasions,  robberies,  and
murders that terrorized the residents of
Richmond. The brothers operated with a
brazen confidence, often entering homes
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  targeting
victims indiscriminately.

Linwood Briley:
The Charismatic
Psychopath
Linwood  was  widely  considered  the
ringleader. He was charming, intelligent,
and  utterly  devoid  of  empathy.  The
Briley  Brothers  Book  often  portrays
him as the architect of the spree, using
his charisma to manipulate his younger
siblings into carrying out his plans. His
self-control and calculated nature made
him the most dangerous of the three, as
he could switch from charming to deadly
in an instant.

James Briley: The
Volatile Enforcer
James,  the  middle  brother,  was  the
opposite of Linwood. He was hot-headed,
impulsive, and prone to explosive rage.
If Linwood was the brains, James was the
weapon.  The  narrative  in  The  Briley
Brothers Book frequently highlights the

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 The Briley Brothers Book 2023-12-16

volatile dynamic between the two, where
James’s brutality was often unleashed at
Linwood’s command. His lack of restraint
often escalated situations into murder.

Anthony Briley:
The Reluctant
Accomplice
Anthony was the youngest and, by many
accounts,  the  most  conflicted.  While  he
participated  in  the  murders,  there  are
indications in many accounts within The
Briley  Brothers  Book  that  he  was

heavily influenced and dominated by his
older brothers. His role was often that of
a  l o o k o u t  o r  a  d r i v e r ,  b u t  h i s
participation was no less damning in the
eyes of the law.

A CHRONICLE OF HORROR: WHAT
TO EXPECT FROM THE BRILEY
BROTHERS BOOK

The  comprehensive  works  on  this
subject, most notably those by authors
like Jack Rosewood or Mike M. T., are not
merely  lists  of  crimes.  They  are  deep
psychological and sociological studies. A
well-researched  edition  of  The  Briley
Brothers Book


