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INTRODUCTION:
MORE THAN JUST A
SETTING

Jane  Austen’s  beloved
n o v e l ,  P r i d e  a n d
P r e j u d i c e ,  i s  a
masterpiece  of  social
commentary, romance,
and wit. While readers
are  captivated  by  the
fiery  dynamic  between
Elizabeth  Bennet  and
Mr.  Darcy,  the  world
they inhabit  is  just  as
crucial  to  the  story’s
magic.  Understanding
where  is  Pride  and
Pre jud ice  set  i s
essential  to  grasping
the novel’s  themes of

class,  reputation,  and
the constraints of 19th-
c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h
society. The answer is
not  just  one  location,
but a carefully crafted
web  of  estates  and
t o w n s ,  e a c h
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a
different stratum of the
social  hierarchy.  This
article will take you on
a journey through the
primary and secondary
settings  of  the  novel,
exploring  how  these
p laces  shape  the
characters  and  drive
the  plot  forward.  We
will delve into the real-
world  inspirations  and
the fictional  geography
that  makes  the  world
of  Hertfordshire  and
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Derbyshire  feel  so
authentic to millions of
readers  worldwide.  By
the end, you will have
a  comprehens ive
understanding  of  the
novel's  physical  and
social  landscapes,
answering the question
of setting in a way that
e n r i c h e s  y o u r
appreciation  of  this
timeless  classic.

THE PRIMARY
SETTING:
HERTFORDSHIRE
AND LONGBOURN

The  vast  majority  of
the  novel  begins  and
ends  in  the  fictional
village  of  Longbourn,
l o c a t e d  i n
Hertfordshire.  When
readers  first  ask
where  is  Pride  and
Prejudice set,  this  is
the immediate answer.
Hertfordshire,  just
north  of  London,  was
known in Austen’s time
as a rural,  agricultural

county  filled  with
country  estates  and
small  market  towns.
T h i s  s e t t i n g  i s
deliberate,  placing the
Bennet  family  firmly  in
the landed gentry, but
on the lower end of the
social scale. Longbourn
is not a grand estate; it
i s  a  comfor tab le ,
modest  home  that
produces an income of
about  £2,000  a  year.
This  fact  is  central  to
the  conflict,  as  the
estate is entailed away
from  the  female  line,
forcing  Mrs.  Bennet’s
frantic  matchmaking.

Longbour
n House:
The Heart
of the
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Bennet
Family
Longbourn  House  is
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a
handsome ,  i f  no t
magnificent,  dwelling.
It  is  the  home of  Mr.
and  Mrs.  Bennet  and
their  five  daughters.
The  sett ing  of  the
house  reflects  the
c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s
i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h e
library, for example, is
M r .  B e n n e t ’ s
sanctuary,  a  place  of
retreat and irony.  The
drawing-room  is  the
stage  for  the  visits
from  Mr.  Collins  and
other  local  gentry,
w h e r e  s o c i a l
per formances  are
enacted  daily.  The
garden  and  the  walks
around  Longbourn  are
where  Elizabeth  finds
solitude and where she
famously  walks  to

Netherfield  to  visit  the
ill  Jane.  This  physical
proximity  to  other
estates  allows  for  the
frequent  social  calls
that drive the plot. The
domestic,  intimate
setting  of  Longbourn
grounds  the  story  in
the reality of daily life,
m a k i n g  t h e  l a t e r
contrasts with grander
estates like Pemberley
all the more striking. It
is here that we witness
the  family  dynamics,
the  gossip,  and  the
anxieties  that  define
the  Bennet  household.

Meryton:
The
Social
Hub
J u s t  a  m i l e  f r o m
Longbourn  l ies  the
small  market  town  of
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Meryton.  This  is  the
social  center  of  the
neighborhood.  When
readers  cons ide r
where  is  Pride  and
Prejudice set in terms
of  public  life,  Meryton
is the answer. It is here
that the Bennet sisters
shop, visit friends, and,
most importantly, meet
the  officers  of  the
mi l i t i a  reg iment .
Meryton is  the setting
for  gossip,  balls,  and
the arrival of new faces
like Mr. Wickham. The
town  functions  as  a
microcosm  of  society,
where  reputations  are
built  and  destroyed
through idle chatter. It
is  in  the  streets  and
shops of  Meryton that
Elizabeth  first  hears
Wickham’s  story  and
deepens her  prejudice
against  Darcy.  The
town  represents  the
limited  world  of  the
rural  gentry—a  world
where everyone knows

e v e r y o n e  e l s e ’ s
business  and  where
soc ia l  currency  is
e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e
Meryton  assemblies
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
important, as they are
the primary venue for
courtship  and  social
mixing.

THE ESTATE OF
NETHERFIELD: A
PLACE OF PRIDE
AND PREJUDICE

Netherfield  Park  is  the
estate  leased  by  the
wealthy  and  aloof  Mr.
B i n g l e y .  I t s
l o c a t i o n — w i t h i n
walking  distance  of
L o n g b o u r n — i s
essential  to  the  plot.
When we ask where is
Pride  and  Prejudice
s e t  i n  t e r m s  o f
dramat ic  tens ion,
Netherfield  is  a  central
stage. The estate itself
is  described  as  large
a n d  m o d e r n ,
rep resen t ing  the
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wealth  of  the  rising
m e r c a n t i l e  c l a s s
(Bingley’s father was in
t r a d e ) .  I t  i s  a t
Netherfield  that
Elizabeth  stays  when
Jane falls ill, leading to
the  famous  verbal
sparring  matches  with
Darcy.  The  drawing-
room  at  Netherfield
b e c o m e s  a
battleground  of  wits,
where Elizabeth’s quick
tongue  and  Darcy’s
pride  clash  directly.
T h e  l i b r a r y  a t
Netherfield  provides  a
s e t t i n g  f o r  d e e p
conversation,  and  the
dining  room  is  where
social  hierarchies  are
on  full  display.  The
garden  and  grounds
serve  as  places  for
walks  and  pr ivate
c o n v e r s a t i o n s .
Netherfield  is  the
symbolic  home of  the
"pride" in the title, as it
is  the  residence  of
Darcy  when  he  first

a r r i v e s  i n
Hertfordshire,  and  his
pride is most evident in
h i s  b e h a v i o r  a t
Bingley’s  ball  held
there.

Netherfiel
d Ball:
The
Climax of
Local
Society
The ball hosted by Mr.
Bingley  at  Netherfield
is a pivotal event. It is
here that Darcy refuses
t o  d a n c e  w i t h
Elizabeth,  cementing
his  reputat ion  for
arrogance. The setting
of  the  ball  itself—the
grand  rooms ,  the
music,  the dancing—is
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a perfect encapsulation
of the social pleasures
and  pressures  of  the
era. It is also here that
Elizabeth  dances  with
Wickham,  solidifying
her preference for him.
The  Netherfield  ball  is
the social event of the
season  for  Meryton,
and  it  provides  the
backdrop  for  several
key misunderstandings
and  revelations.  The
way  the  characters
b e h a v e  i n  t h i s
sett ing—Elizabeth’s
defiance,  Darcy’s
disdain,  and  Bingley’s
amiab i l i ty—revea ls
their true natures. This
event  is  often  cited
when  readers  try  to
pinpoint exactly where
i s  P r i d e  a n d
P r e j u d i c e  s e t
emotionally,  as it  is  a
turning  point  in  the
relationship  between
Elizabeth  and  Darcy.

ROSINGS PARK:
THE SEAT OF
ARROGANCE

Later in the novel, the
s e t t i n g  s h i f t s  t o
Rosings  Park  in  Kent,
t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e
f o r m i d a b l e  L a d y
Catherine  de  Bourgh.
This  estate  is  a  stark
contrast to the modest
h o m e s  o f
Hertfordshire.  Rosings
i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a
grand,  stately  home
with  formal  gardens,
great rooms, and an air
of immense wealth and
power. Lady Catherine
is the patroness of the
neighborhood, and her
estate  represents  the
pinnacle of aristocratic
a r r o g a n c e  a n d
entit lement.  When
Elizabeth  visits  Mr.
Collins  and  Charlotte
Lucas at the Hunsford
p a r s o n a g e ,  h e r
proximity  to  Rosings
al lows  for  several
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confrontations.  The
setting  of  Rosings  is
crucial  for  the famous
proposal  scene  in  the
garden,  where  Darcy
clumsily  declares  his
love  and  is  roundly
rejected  by  Elizabeth.
The  park  itself—the
lawns,  the  walks,  the
grove—provides  the
backdrop  fo r  th i s
intense  emotional
e n c o u n t e r .  T h e
grandeur  of  Rosings
highlights  the  social
gulf between Elizabeth
and Darcy, making her
rejection of him all the
more significant. It  is a
setting where pride  is
e m b o d i e d  i n
a rch i t ec tu re  and
manners,  and  where
Elizabeth’s  prejudices
are  challenged.

Hunsford

Parsonag
e: A
Humble
Contrast
Adjacent to Rosings is
Hunsford  Parsonage,
the home of Mr. Collins
and  Charlotte  Lucas.
This small, neat house
serves as a foil to the
grandeur of Rosings. It
is  here  that  Elizabeth
stays and observes the
fawning behavior of Mr.
C o l l i n s  a n d  t h e
pragmatic,  resigned
attitude  of  Charlotte.
The parsonage setting
p r o v i d e s  a  m o r e
intimate  space  for
conversations between
Elizabeth  and  Darcy,
particularly  when  he
visits  to  speak  with
her .  The  cont ras t
between  the  humble



8

8 Where Is Pride And Prejudice Set 2024-11-06

parsonage  and  the
magnificent  Rosings
underscores the social
climbing  inherent  in
Mr. Collins’s character.
For  readers  asking
where  is  Pride  and
Prejudice set in terms
of  social  critique,  the
juxtaposition  of  these
two homes—one grand
and  arrogant,  one
small and servile—is a
powerful  commentary
on  the  English  class
system.

PEMBERLEY: THE
IDEAL ESTATE

Perhaps  the  most
famous  setting  in  the
novel is Pemberley, Mr.
Darcy ’ s  es ta te  in
Derbyshire.  When
Elizabeth  visits  with
her aunt and uncle, the
Gardiners, she expects
a  home  that  reflects
the  proud,  haughty
man  she  be l ieves
Darcy  to  be.  Instead,
she  finds  a  beautiful,

tasteful ,  and  well-
managed  estate.  The
setting of Pemberley is
transformative.  It  is
described  as  a  large,
h a n d s o m e  s t o n e
building,  standing well
on rising ground, with a
beau t i f u l  s t r eam
running  through  the
park.  The  natural  and
architectural beauty of
Pemberley  causes
Elizabeth to reconsider
her  opinion  of  Darcy.
She  learns  from  the
housekeeper that he is
an  excellent  landlord
and a kind master. The
setting of Pemberley is
the  answer  to  the
question  of  where  is
Pride  and  Prejudice
set  when  looking  for
the  novel’s  ideal  of
harmony  between
nature,  wealth,  and
c h a r a c t e r .  T h e
gardens,  the  stream,
the  gallery  of  family
p o r t r a i t s — a l l
c o n t r i b u t e  t o
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Elizabeth’s  change  of
heart. Pemberley is not
just  a  house;  it  is  a
symbol of Darcy’s true
character :  nob le ,
generous, and orderly.
It  is  the  place  where
"pride"  is  redefined
from arrogance to self-
respect,  and  where
"prejudice"  begins  to
dissolve.

The
Pemberle
y
Gardener
and
Housekee
per:

Voices of
Truth
T h e  P e m b e r l e y
housekeeper,  Mrs.
Reynolds ,  p lays  a
cruc ia l  ro le  in  the
setting.  Her  praise  of
Darcy  is  the  first
external  validation
Elizabeth  receives  of
his good character. The
grounds of Pemberley,
including  the  famous
walk  along  the  river,
are  where  Elizabeth
a n d  D a r c y
unexpectedly  meet
again,  leading  to  a
marked  change  in  his
behavior.  The  natural
l a n d s c a p e  o f
Pemberley is described
in  a  way  that  reflects
the  character  of  its
o w n e r :  e l e g a n t ,
c o n t r o l l e d ,  a n d
b e a u t i f u l .  T h e
fishponds,  the  woods,
and the rolling hills all
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contribute  to  a  sense
o f  p e a c e  a n d
permanence. It is here
that  Elizabeth  first
feels  the  stirrings  of
l o v e ,  a n d  i t  i s  t o
Pemberley  that  she
ultimately  returns  as
its  mistress.  For  any
serious  exploration  of
where  is  Pride  and
P r e j u d i c e  s e t ,
P e m b e r l e y  i s  t h e
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
thematic center of the
novel's second half.

SECONDARY AND
JOURNEY
SETTINGS:
LONDON AND
BATH

While the main settings
are in the countryside,
London and Bath  also
play  important  roles.
London  is  where  the
Gardiners  live,  and  it
serves  as  a  place  of
retreat  and activity.  It
is  to  London  that  Mr.
Bingley goes, much to

Jane’s distress, and it is
in  London  that  Mr.
Darcy  finds  Lydia  and
Wickham and arranges
their marriage. London
in the novel represents
t h e  c o r r u p t i n g
influence of the city, as
well as the place where
business  and  scandal
are  managed.  Mrs.
Gardiner’s  house  in
Gracechurch Street is a
r e s p e c t a b l e  b u t
m o d e s t  h o m e ,  a
counterpoint  to  the
grander  estates.  For
the  modern  reader
wondering  where  is
Pride  and  Prejudice
set  beyond  the  main
e s t a t e s ,  L o n d o n
provides  a  necessary
urban contrast. Bath is
a l s o  m e n t i o n e d ,
though  the  characters
do not visit it directly in
this  novel;  it  is  the
s e t t i n g  f o r  o t h e r
Aus ten  works  bu t
s e r v e s  h e r e  a s  a
symbol of  fashionable,
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idle  society.  These
secondary  settings
prevent the novel from
f e e l i n g
claustrophobically rural
and expand the world
of the story.

Brighton:
The
Scene of
Scandal
Brighton is another key
secondary setting, as it
is  where  the  militia
regiment goes, and it is
from  Brighton  that
Lydia  and  Wickham
elope.  This  seaside
town  was  known  in
Austen’s  t ime  as  a
place  of  p leasure,
fashion,  and  moral
laxity.  The  setting  of
Brighton  is  directly
linked  to  the  plot’s
crisis—the  scandal  of

Lydia’s  elopement
threatens  to  destroy
the  Bennet  family’s
reputat ion.  Whi le
B r i g h t o n  i s  n o t
depicted  directly  in
scenes of the novel, it
looms  large  in  the
background as a place
of  danger.  It  is  the
antithesis of the sober,
controlled  estate  of
P e m b e r l e y .  T h e
contrast  between  the
o r d e r l y  v i r t u e  o f
Derbyshire  and  the
l i cent iousness  o f
Brighton is a subtle but
important  part  of  the
n o v e l ’ s  m o r a l
geography.  When  we
d iscuss  where  is
Pride  and  Prejudice
set in terms of risk and
ruin,  Brighton  is  the
answer.

THE REAL-WORLD
INSPIRATIONS FOR
THE SETTINGS

Jane  Austen  herself
n e v e r  v i s i t e d
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Derbyshire,  but  she
knew the area through
travel  literature  and
accounts  from friends.
The real  Pemberley  is
often  thought  to  be
inspired by Chatsworth
House  or  Lyme  Park,
both  magnificent
estates  in  the  Peak
Distr ict.  However,
A u s t e n  s c h o l a r s
caution that Pemberley
i s  a  compos i t e  o f
several  grand  houses.
The  Hert fordshire
settings  are  closer  to
A u s t e n ’ s  o w n

experience;  she  lived
in Hampshire, and the
rural  landscape  of
southern  England  is
vividly captured in her
descr ipt ions .  The
geography of the novel
i s  p l a u s i b l e  a n d
c o n s i s t e n t ,  w i t h
distances  between
estates  clearly  stated.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,
Longbourn  is  a  mile
from  Meryton,  and
Netherfield  is  within
walking  distance.  This
careful  mapping  of
space  gives  the  novel


