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THE POWER OF A
SINGLE SYLLABLE:
EXPLORING
WORDS THAT
RHYME WITH HOP

Rhyme is the heartbeat
of poetry, the hook in a
song, and the glue that
m a k e s  a  p h r a s e
memorable. Among the
countless words in the
Engl ish  language,
some  o f  t he  mos t
v e r s a t i l e  a n d
frequently  used  are
short, punchy syllables.
The  word  hop  i s  a
perfect  example.  It  is
a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d ,
playful,  and  instantly

recognizable.  Whether
you  are  a  songwriter
search ing  fo r  the
perfect  line,  a  poet
crafting  a  stanza,  a
teacher  planning  a
phonics  lesson,  or  a
word game enthusiast,
understanding  the  full
range  of  words  that
rhyme  with  hop  can
open up  new creative
possibi l i t ies.  This
art ic le  prov ides  a
comprehensive,  easy-
to-digest  guide  to
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
perfect end rhymes to
near rhymes and multi-
syllable  combinations,
all  designed  to  help
you use these sounds
n a t u r a l l y  a n d
effectively.
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Rhyming is more than
just  a  matching  of
sounds; it is a tool for
rhythm, emphasis, and
emotional  resonance.
When  you  know  the
right words that rhyme
wi th  hop,  you  can
c rea te  l i nes  t ha t
bounce with energy or
settle  into  a  steady
b e a t .  B e l o w ,  w e
explore every category
of rhyme for this lively
word,  complete  with
examples and practical
tips for  using them in
your writing.

PERFECT RHYMES
FOR HOP: WORDS
THAT MATCH
EXACTLY

A perfect rhyme occurs
when two words share
the same ending vowel
and consonant sounds,
s ta r t ing  f rom  the
stressed  syllable.  For
hop, the core sound is
/ɒp/  (as  in  "hot"  plus
"p"). The following one-

syllable words make up
the  classic  perfect
rhyme  set.  These  are
your  go-to  options  for
traditional  poetry,
children's  verse,  and
catchy  song  lyrics.

bop – A style of
jazz or a light hit.
Example: "He
gave the ball a
gentle bop."
chop – To cut
with a sharp
blow. Example:
"Use the axe to
chop the wood."
cop – Informal
for police officer,
or to obtain.
Example: "The
cop stopped the
car."
crop – A plant
harvest, or to cut
short. Example:
"Farmers harvest
the wheat crop."
drop – To fall or
let fall. Example:
"Watch the leaf
drop from the
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tree."
flop – To fall
heavily, or a
failure. Example:
"The movie was
a total flop."
glop – A sticky,
thick substance.
Example: "The
glue formed a
blob of glop."
knop – A
decorative knob
or bud (less
common but
valid). Example:
"The staff had a
silver knop."
lop – To cut off,
especially
branches.
Example: "They
had to lop the
overgrown
limbs."
mop – A cleaning
tool, or the
action of
cleaning.
Example: "She
used a mop to
clean the floor."

plop – The sound
of something
dropping into
liquid. Example:
"The stone fell
with a soft plop."
pop – A burst
sound, or popular
music/culture.
Example: "The
balloon went
pop!"
prop – A
support, or a
theatrical object.
Example: "The
actor used a fake
sword as a prop."
shop – A store,
or to go
shopping.
Example: "Let's
shop for
groceries today."
slop – Spilled
liquid or waste
food. Example:
"The pigs ate the
kitchen slop."
strop – A leather
strap for
sharpening
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razors, or a bad
mood. Example:
"He was in a real
strop after the
argument."
swap – To
exchange.
Example: "Let's
swap seats so
you can see
better."
top – The
highest point, or
a spinning toy.
Example: "Climb
to the top of the
hill."
whop – To hit
hard (also
spelled wop).
Example: "He
gave the ball a
mighty whop."

Notice that  while  hop
itself  has  a  short  /ɒ/
sound  (as  in  British
pronunciation  'hot'),
American English often
uses a slightly different
vowel  in  words  like
" t o p "  a n d  " p o p " .
However, they are still

considered  perfect
rhymes  in  practice,
especial ly  in  most
d i a l e c t s .  F o r  t h e
strictest  match,  test
the  vowel  sound  in
your  local  accent.
Nevertheless,  the  list
above  works  for  the
vast majority of English
speakers.

Adding
Consonan
t Blends:
Words
Like
'Shop'
and
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'Drop'
Many  perfect  rhymes
for  hop  begin  with
consonant  blends.
Words like shop, drop,
and crop are common
in  everyday  language.
These  are  extremely
useful  because  they
offer  a  variety  of
m e a n i n g s .  F o r
instance,  if  you  are
writing about a market
scene,  you  can  pair
"hop" with "shop" and
"drop"  to  create  a
lively rhythm. Similarly,
i n  a  spor t s  poem,
"hop," "bop," and "top"
can convey movement
and action.
Here is an example of
a  short  verse  using
perfect  rhymes:
The rabbit gave a little
hop,
Then made a  sudden,
joyful drop.
He  landed  near  the
farmer's  crop,

And  then  he  gave  a
sudden bop.
As  you  can  see,  the
cons is tent  rhyme
scheme  creates  a
bouncy,  playful  tone
tha t  matches  the
action of hopping itself.

NEAR RHYMES
AND SLANT
RHYMES FOR HOP

Not all rhymes need to
be perfect.  In  modern
p o e t r y  a n d
songwri t ing,  near
rhymes  (also  called
slant  rhymes,  half
rhymes,  or  imperfect
rhymes) are incredibly
common.  They  add
texture and allow for a
b r o a d e r  r a n g e  o f
vocabulary.  For  hop,
near  rhymes  typically
change  the  vowel
sound slightly  or  alter
the  final  consonant
while keeping a similar
feel.
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Word Sound
Similarity

Example
Usage

tap
Vowel
changes to
/æ/, same
final /p/

"He gave
a gentle
tap, then
a hop."

tip
Vowel
changes to
/ɪ/

"A little
tip to
make the
bottle
drop,
then
hop."

top

Already a
perfect
rhyme (but
listed here
for near
rhyme
comparison
with other
vowels)

N/A

cup
Vowel
changes to
/ʌ/

"Fill the
cup, then
hop
away."

hup
Archaic or
dialect,
similar to
hop

"March in
time:
hup, two,
three,
four."

heap

Change to
long /iː/,
plus final
consonant
shift

"A heap
of leaves
where
the
rabbit
will hop."

hip
Vowel
change to
/ɪ/

"He was
hip to
the new
dance,
but still
liked to
hop."

Other near rhymes can
include words that end
with a similar  but  not
identical  consonant,
like  hot  (changes  final
/ p /  t o  / t / ) ,  h o b
(changes  to  /b/),  or
hock (changes to /k/).
While  these  are  not
true rhymes, they can
create a pleasing echo
in free verse or  when
used in internal rhyme.
For example, a line like
"The water was hot, so
he  gave  a  hop"  uses
assonance  (shared
vowel)  and  a  close
consonant,  adding  a
subt le  rhyme  that
avoids being too sing-
songy.  Mastering  near
rhymes  allows  you  to
c o n v e y  m e a n i n g
without  forcing  an
unnatural word choice.
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MULTI-SYLLABLE
WORDS THAT
RHYME WITH HOP

A d d i n g  s y l l a b l e s
increases the rhythmic
complexity.  For  two-
syllable words, the final
syllable /ɒp/ must carry
the stress for a perfect
m a t c h .  H e r e  a r e
common  multi-syllable
words that rhyme with
hop, either perfectly or
nearly.

Two-
Syllable
Perfect
Rhymes
(Stress
on the

last
syllable)

develop – The
final syllable
/əlɒp/ rhymes
with hop if
pronounced "de-
VEL-op".
However, many
speakers say
"de-VEL-əp"
making the last
vowel a schwa.
In careful speech
or song, it can be
rhymed.
envelop –
Similar to
develop, the final
syllable can be
forced to rhyme.
gallop – Perfect
two-syllable
rhyme: "gal-lop"
matches "hop" in
the last syllable.
scallop – As in
the shell food.
"Ska-lop" rhymes
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perfectly.
wallop – To hit
hard. "Wah-lop"
rhymes perfectly.

These  are  especially
useful  because  they
contain the word "hop"
itself!  For  example,
"The  horse  began  to
gallop ,  wi th  each
graceful  hop."  This
i n t e r n a l  r h y m e
techn ique  i s  both
clever and satisfying.

Near
Multi-
Syllable
Rhymes
Many  longer  words
have  a  similar  ending
but  not  exact .  For
instance:

teardrop –
Contains "drop"
(a perfect rhyme

for hop), so
effectively a
compound word
rhyme.
lollipop – Ends
in "pop", a
perfect rhyme.
"Lollipop" can be
used as a fun,
playful rhyme for
hop in children's
poetry.
overhop – A
verb meaning to
hop over, rare
but usable.
flip-flop – A
compound word
where "flop" is a
perfect rhyme.
Great for
repetitive
sounds.

When  using  mult i -
syllable  rhymes,  pay
attention to the stress
p a t t e r n .  F o r  a
convincing rhyme,  the
final  stressed  syllable
must match the rhyme
sound. In "gallop", the
stress  is  on  the  first
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sy l l ab le ,  and  the
second  syl lable  is
unstressed,  but  the
/ɒp/  is  still  clear.  This
makes it a true rhyme
in most dictionaries.

USING WORDS
THAT RHYME WITH
HOP IN CREATIVE
WRITING

Now that  you  have  a
robust  list  of  words,
how  do  you  weave
them  into  poetry ,
songs,  or  prose?  The
key is to select rhymes
that  fit  the  tone  and
meaning of your piece.
F o r  l i g h t h e a r t e d
children's  verse,  use
words  like  bop,  flop,
and  pop.  For  a  more
serious  or  dramatic
poem, drop, stop (not
a  perfect  rhyme  but
close),  or  crop  can
convey  weight.
Consider  the  following
tips:

Context
matters: "The
crop was ready
for harvest" is
agricultural; "He
took a hop down
the shop" is
everyday.
Choose rhymes
that fit the
scene.
Avoid forced
rhymes: If you
need a rhyme for
hop but none fits,
use a near rhyme
or rearrange the
line. Better a
natural near
rhyme than an
awkward perfect
one.
Use internal
rhyme: Place a
rhyme in the
middle of a line
for surprise and
musicality.
Example: "He
gave a bop and
then a hop, and
then he couldn't


