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EXPLORING THE CAST OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE

The 2005 film adaptation of C.S. Lewis's beloved novel, The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe, brought the magical world of Narnia
to  life  for  a  new  generation.  Much  of  the  film's  success  can  be
attributed  to  its  remarkable  cast,  which  blended  established
talent with fresh young faces. The ensemble cast of Narnia: The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe delivered performances that
felt both timeless and deeply human, grounding the fantastical
story in genuine emotion. From the icy villainy of the White Witch
to  the  quiet  bravery  of  the  Pevensie  children,  every  actor
contributed  to  the  film's  enduring  appeal.  Let  us  take  a  closer
look at the key members of the cast and the roles they brought to
life.

THE PEVENSIE CHILDREN: THE HEART OF THE STORY

Central  to  the  narrative  are  the  four  Pevensie  siblings,  who
stumble into Narnia through a magical  wardrobe.  The casting
directors  faced  the  significant  challenge  of  finding  young  actors
who  could  carry  a  big-budget  fantasy  film  while  embodying  the

distinct personalities of Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. Their
search  led  to  four  talented  newcomers  who  would  become
synonymous with these iconic characters.

William Moseley as Peter
Pevensie
William Moseley was cast as Peter, the eldest Pevensie child, who
assumes the role of protector and leader for his siblings. Moseley
brought a natural gravitas to the role, portraying Peter's journey
from a worried older brother to the High King of Narnia. At the
time  of  casting,  Moseley  had  limited  professional  acting
experience,  but  his  earnest  demeanor  and  strong  screen
presence made him a perfect fit. He convincingly depicted Peter's
internal struggle with responsibility and his eventual embrace of
courage,  particularly  in  the  film's  climactic  battle  sequences.
Moseley's performance anchored the sibling dynamic, providing a
steady, reassuring presence amidst the chaos of war and magic.

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Cast Of Narnia The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe 2023-08-15

Anna Popplewell as Susan
Pevensie
Anna Popplewell played Susan, the practical and cautious second
eldest  sibling.  Popplewell  effectively  portrayed  Susan's  initial
skepticism  about  Narnia,  as  well  as  her  protective  instincts
toward  her  younger  brother  and  sister.  Susan  is  often
remembered  as  the  "motherly"  figure  among  the  children,  and
Popplewell  embodied  this  trait  with  a  gentle  but  firm  authority.
Her  character's  journey  involves  learning  to  trust  in  the
impossible,  and Popplewell's  nuanced performance made that
transition believable. Equipped with her bow and arrows, Susan
becomes a formidable warrior, and Popplewell handled the action
sequences with impressive poise. Her chemistry with the other
child actors felt genuine, creating a believable family unit.

Skandar Keynes as Edmund
Pevensie
Skandar  Keynes  took  on  the  complex  role  of  Edmund,  the
conflicted  middle  child  who  initially  betrays  his  siblings  to  the
White Witch. This is arguably the most challenging character arc
in the story, and Keynes delivered a compelling performance. He
captured  Edmund's  resentment,  jealousy,  and  vulnerability,
making his initial poor choices understandable rather than purely

villainous. Keynes's portrayal of Edmund's gradual redemption is
one  of  the  film's  emotional  highlights.  His  scenes  with  Tilda
Swinton's  White  Witch  crackle  with  tension,  as  he  conveys
Edmund's seduction by power and his subsequent regret. Keynes
successfully  showed the internal  transformation of  a boy who
learns from his mistakes and ultimately becomes a wise and just
king.

Georgie Henley as Lucy
Pevensie
Georgie Henley was cast as Lucy, the youngest Pevensie and the
first  to  discover  Narnia.  Henley  was  only  eight  years  old  during
filming,  and  she  brought  an  infectious  sense  of  wonder  and
sincerity to the role. Her wide-eyed discovery of the lamppost and
her  first  encounter  with  Mr.  Tumnus  remain  some  of  the  most
memorable  moments  in  the  film.  Henley's  Lucy  is  brave,  kind,
and  unfailingly  loyal,  and  the  young  actress  conveyed  these
qualities  with  remarkable  naturalness.  Her  special  bond  with
Aslan is central to the story's emotional core, and Henley held her
own opposite Liam Neeson's powerful  vocal  performance. She
perfectly  captured  Lucy's  unwavering  faith  and  gentle  spirit,
making her the moral compass of the group.

THE VILLAIN AND THE MENTORS: ANCHORING THE
FANTASY WORLD

While  the Pevensie  children are the protagonists,  the cast  of
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Narnia:  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe  also  featured
powerhouse performances  from seasoned actors  who brought
depth and texture to the magical realm.

Tilda Swinton as the White
Witch
Tilda Swinton's portrayal  of  Jadis,  the White Witch,  is  nothing
short  of  iconic.  Swinton brought  an icy,  regal  menace to the
character  that  is  both  terrifying  and  mesmerizing.  Her
performance is marked by a controlled stillness and a chilling lack
of empathy. She delivers lines with a soft, almost seductive tone
that  makes  her  cruelty  all  the  more  disturbing.  Swinton
completely  committed  to  the  role's  physicality,  with  her  pale
makeup, dark lips, and imposing costumes. She understood that
the  White  Witch  is  not  merely  a  monster  but  a  tragic  figure
corrupted  by  power  and  fear.  Her  interpretation  set  a  new
standard  for  cinematic  fantasy  villains,  making  the  Witch  a
character audiences love to fear.

Liam Neeson as the Voice
of Aslan
Liam Neeson provided the voice and facial reference for Aslan,
the great lion and true king of Narnia. Neeson's deep, resonant
voice brought a sense of wisdom, power, and gentle authority to

the role. He imbued Aslan with a timeless, almost otherworldly
quality while still making him feel warm and accessible. Neeson
recorded his dialogue separately, but his vocal performance is
perfectly integrated with the stunning CGI animation. His delivery
of key lines, particularly during Aslan's sacrifice and resurrection,
carries  profound  emotional  weight.  Neeson's  Aslan  is  both  a
fierce protector and a compassionate guide, and his performance
remains one of the most beloved aspects of the entire film series.

James McAvoy as Mr.
Tumnus
James McAvoy played Mr. Tumnus, the gentle faun who befriends
Lucy. McAvoy, whose career would soon skyrocket,  brought a
delightful mix of charm, nervous energy, and genuine kindness to
the role. His Mr. Tumnus is a creature torn between his fear of the
White Witch and his innate goodness. McAvoy's expressive face
and comic timing make his scenes with Georgie Henley a joy to
watch.  He  perfectly  captures  the  character's  endearing
awkwardness and his deep love for music and poetry. McAvoy's
performance  grounds  the  film's  earliest  moments,  establishing
Narnia  as  a  place  of  both  wonder  and  danger.

THE SUPPORTING CAST OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE

Beyond the principal players, the film featured a rich ensemble of
supporting characters brought to life by a remarkable group of
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actors.

Dawn French as Mrs.
Beaver
The beloved British comedian Dawn French provided the voice for
Mrs.  Beaver,  the  warm and  no-nonsense  wife  of  Mr.  Beaver.
French's  performance  is  filled  with  humor  and  heart,  bringing  a
cozy, domestic energy to the Beavers' underground home. Her
delivery is quick-witted and full  of affection, making Mrs. Beaver
an instantly likable character. French's voice work adds a layer of
warmth that contrasts nicely with the cold world of the White
Witch.

Ray Winstone as Mr.
Beaver
Ray  Winstone  voiced  Mr.  Beaver,  the  loyal  and  slightly  gruff
talking  beaver  who  guides  the  Pevensie  children.  Winstone's
distinctive,  gravelly  voice  lends  the  character  a  sense  of
grounded,  working-class  wisdom.  His  Mr.  Beaver  is  practical,
brave, and deeply faithful to Aslan. Winstone brought a touch of
humor and a lot of heart to the role, making the Beavers feel like
surrogate parents to the children during their time in Narnia.

Rupert Everett as the Fox
Rupert Everett voiced the Fox, a brief but memorable character
who aids the Pevensie children and is later turned to stone by the
White Witch. Everett's refined, aristocratic voice is a perfect fit for
the elegant fox. Though his screen time is limited, his character's
fate  serves  as  a  stark  reminder  of  the  Witch's  cruelty,  and
Everett's performance leaves a lasting impression.

Jim Broadbent as Professor
Kirke
Jim Broadbent appeared as Professor Digory Kirke, the eccentric
and wise old professor who hosts the Pevensie children at his
sprawling  country  house.  Broadbent  brings  a  twinkling-eyed
intelligence to the role. His Professor Kirke is the only adult who
fully understands what the children have experienced, and his
final,  knowing  smile  to  Lucy  is  a  perfect  ending  to  the  film.
Broadbent's presence bookends the story with a sense of mystery
and scholarly wonder.

THE CREATURES AND VOICES OF NARNIA

A significant portion of the cast of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and
the  Wardrobe  consisted  of  voice  actors  and  performers  who
brought the many mythical creatures to life.

Michael Madsen voiced Maugrim, the ruthless captain of
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the White Witch's secret police. Madsen's tough-guy voice
gave the wolf a menacing edge.
Kiran Shah played Ginarrbrik, the treacherous dwarf who
serves the White Witch. Shah's performance is slimy and
cruel, providing a physical foil to the Witch's elegance.
Patrick Kake played Oreius, the noble centaur general of
Aslan's army. Kake's commanding presence brought dignity
and strength to the role.
Elizabeth Hawthorne played Mrs. Macready, the stern
housekeeper at the Professor's home. Her character adds a
touch of comic menace to the children's early adventures.

The voice cast for the various creatures was equally impressive.
Phillip Philmar voiced the Phoenix, while Shane Rangi played
multiple  creatures  including  a  Minotaur  and  a  Cyclops.  The
diversity  of  voices  and  physical  performances  helped  make
Narnia  feel  like  a  fully  inhabited  world,  filled  with  characters  of
different temperaments and loyalties.

CASTING CHOICES THAT SHAPED THE FILM

The  decision  to  cast  relatively  unknown  child  actors  was  a
deliberate and successful strategy. It allowed audiences to see
the characters  without  preconceived notions,  creating a more
immersive experience. The chemistry between the four young
actors  was  carefully  cultivated  during  a  lengthy  rehearsal
process,  which  involved  team-building  exercises  and  outdoor
adventures. This bond is evident on screen, making their sibling
relationships feel authentic.
The casting of established stars like Tilda Swinton, Liam Neeson,

and Jim Broadbent provided the film with a sense of gravitas and
quality. Swinton, in particular, was a bold choice for the White
Witch.  Her unconventional  screen presence and willingness to
embrace the character's  coldness elevated the role beyond a
standard fantasy villain. Neeson's casting as Aslan brought an
immediate  sense  of  authority  and  warmth  to  the  character,
making the lion's sacrifice and resurrection all the more powerful.
James  McAvoy's  casting  as  Mr.  Tumnus  was  a  career-making
moment. His performance combines vulnerability, humor, and a
deep-seated goodness that perfectly sets the tone for the entire
Narnia series. His scenes with Georgie Henley are among the
most beloved in the film.

THE LEGACY OF THE CAST

For many of the young actors, appearing in the cast of Narnia:
The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe  was  a  transformative
experience. William Moseley, Anna Popplewell, Skandar Keynes,
and Georgie Henley were thrust into the global spotlight. They
reprised  their  roles  in  two  sequels,  Prince  Caspian  and  The
Voyage  of  the  Dawn  Treader,  growing  up  alongside  their
characters.  The  franchise  launched  McAvoy  into  international
stardom, and Swinton's performance remains one of her most
celebrated roles.
The film's casting director, Pippa Hall, deserves significant credit
for assembling such a perfect ensemble. Every actor, from the
leads  to  the  supporting  voices,  contributes  to  the  film's  magic.
The cast of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe created
a  world  that  feels  lived-in  and  real,  despite  being  filled  with
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talking  animals,  witches,  and  mythical  creatures.  Their
performances are the reason the film has endured as a beloved
classic for nearly two decades.

CONCLUSION

The success of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe rests firmly
on the shoulders of its exceptional cast. From the fresh-faced
innocence of Georgie Henley's Lucy to the icy grandeur of Tilda

Swinton's White Witch, each actor brought a vital piece to the
puzzle. The cast of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
blended youthful energy with seasoned professionalism, creating
a film that respects its source material while standing on its own
as a work of art. The performances continue to resonate with
audiences, reminding us that the best fantasy stories are always,
at  their  core,  about very real  human emotions.  The Pevensie
children, Aslan, the White Witch, and all the creatures of Narnia
live on in the hearts


