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YOUR ULTIMATE
GUIDE TO TV
LISTINGS IN
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

Whether  you ’ re  a
devoted  sports  fan,  a
f a n  o f  p r i m e t i m e
dramas,  or  someone
who loves  keeping up
with  local  news  and
e v e n t s ,  h a v i n g  a
re l iable  Tv  Guide
Grand  Rapids  Mi  is
e s s e n t i a l .  T h e
television  landscape
h a s  c h a n g e d
dramatically  over  the
las t  decade ,  w i th
streaming  services,
antenna  broadcasts,

and cable packages all
competing  for  your
a t tent ion .  In  th i s
comprehensive  guide,
we’l l  walk  through
everything you need to
know  to  find  the  best
TV  listings  for  Grand
Rapids,  Michigan,
f rom  over - the-a i r
channels  to  premium
streaming  platforms,
local  programming
highlights, and tips for
never  missing  your
favorite  show.
Grand  Rapids,  as  the
second-largest  city  in
Michigan, has a vibrant
media  market  served
by  ma jor  network
affiliates,  independent
stations, and a growing
number  of  digital-only
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channels.  Whether
you’re new to the area
or  a  lifelong  resident
looking to cut the cord,
understanding  how  to
navigate  the  local  TV
schedule will save you
t ime,  money ,  and
frustration.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GRAND
RAPIDS TV
MARKET

T h e  G r a n d
Rapids–Kalamazoo–Bat
tle  Creek  designated
market  area  (DMA)  is
ranked  39th  in  the
United  States,  making
it a sizable market with
plenty  of  local  and
national  programming.
Major network affiliates
include  WOOD-TV
(NBC),  WZZM (ABC),
WWMT  (CBS) ,  and
WXMI  (Fox).  There
are  also  PBS  stations
like WGVU and a host
of subchannels offering
classic TV, movies, and

specialty content.
When  searching  for  a
Tv Guide Grand Rapids
Mi, you’ll want to know
which  channels  are
avai lable  through
various  providers.
Over-the-air  (OTA)
antenna  reception
remains  excellent  in
most  parts  of  Kent
County,  and  many
h o u s e h o l d s  a r e
switching  to  antennas
paired  with  streaming
devices  to  cut  costs.
Cable  subscribers  can
rely  on  Xfinity,
Spectrum,  or  AT&T U-
verse,  while  satellite
options  like  DirecTV
and Dish Network also
serve the region.

Over-the-
Air (OTA)
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Channels
in Grand

Rapids
If  you’ve  decided  to
ditch cable or satellite,
an antenna is your best
friend. Grand Rapids is
relatively  flat,  which
means  signals  travel
well. Here are some of
t h e  m a j o r  O T A
channe ls  you  can
expect  to  receive:

Channel 8 –
WOOD-TV
(NBC): Home to
local news, The
Voice, Chicago-
verse shows, and
NFL Sunday
Night Football.
Channel 13 –
WZZM (ABC):
ABC
programming
including Grey’s
Anatomy, The

Bachelor, and
local morning
shows.
Channel 3 –
WWMT (CBS):
CBS hits like
NCIS, Survivor,
and NFL games.
Channel 17 –
WXMI (Fox):
Fox sports, The
Simpsons, 9-1-1,
and local news.
Channel 35 –
WGVU (PBS):
Educational
programming,
Masterpiece
Theatre, and
children’s shows.
Channel 52 –
WLLA
(Independent/R
eligious).
Various
subchannels:
Movies!, MeTV,
Bounce, Grit,
ION, and more.

With a proper antenna,
y o u  c a n  r e l i a b l y
r e c e i v e  2 0  t o  4 0



4

4 Tv Guide Grand Rapids Mi 2022-09-16

channels  for  free.  To
find  the  best  antenna
placement,  use  online
signal maps or consult
a  local  electronics
store.

Cable
and
Satellite
Providers
For  those  who  prefer
t r a d i t i o n a l  T V
packages,  the  main
providers  in  Grand
Rapids  include:

Xfinity
(Comcast):
Offers extensive
channel lineups,
On Demand, and
the X1 platform.
Spectrum
(Charter):
Popular in many
suburbs, with no

contracts and a
straightforward
pricing model.
AT&T U-verse:
IPTV service with
a wide range of
channels.
DirecTV and
Dish Network.

Each  provider  offers
l o c a l  c h a n n e l
packages, sports tiers,
and premium channels
like  HBO,  Showtime,
a n d  S t a r z .  W h e n
comparing  options,
consider  not  just  the
monthly  cost  but  also
e q u i p m e n t  f e e s ,
contract  terms,  and
whether  they  carry
y o u r  m u s t - h a v e
channels  like  Bally
Sports  Detroit  (for
Detroit  Tigers,  Red
Wings,  P istons)  or
ESPN .

HOW TO FIND THE
BEST TV GUIDE
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FOR GRAND
RAPIDS

Gone are  the  days  of
flipping  through  a
printed  newspaper
supplement.  Today’s
Tv  Gu ide  G rand
Rapids  Mi  comes  in
many  digital  forms.
Here  are  the  most
reliable  ways  to  get
accurate,  up-to-date
listings:

Online TV
Listing
Websites
Websites  like  Zap2It,
T i t a n T V ,  a n d
TVGuide.com  allow
you to  enter  your  zip
code and see a grid of
what’s  on.  For  Grand
Rapids, enter 49501 or
your  specific  area
code. These sites often
let  you  filter  by  genre,
time,  and  channel.

They also provide show
descriptions,  ratings,
and  reminders  v ia
e m a i l  o r  m o b i l e
notification.

Mobile
Apps
A p p s  s u c h  a s  T V
Guide  (iOS/Android),
Reelgood  (which also
integrates  streaming),
and Yidio are excellent
for on-the-go planning.
Many  cable  providers
also  have  their  own
apps – for example, the
Xfinity  Stream  app
gives you a full channel
guide  and  allows  you
to set  DVR recordings
remotely.

Antenna-
Specific
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Guides
I f  you ’ re  us ing  an
antenna,  apps  l ike
AntennaGuide  or  TV
Antenna  Guide  can
tell  you exactly  which
channels  are available
based on your location.
They  often  include
s i g n a l  s t r e n g t h
indicators.

Local
Newspap
ers and
Websites
The  Grand  Rapids
Press  (MLive.com)
provides  a  weekly  TV
schedule  in  print  and
online.  Additionally,
many local TV stations
h a v e  t h e i r  o w n
websites  with  detailed
programming  guides

and  news  segments
you  can  stream.

POPULAR SHOWS
AND
PROGRAMMING IN
GRAND RAPIDS

Depending  on  your
interests,  here’s  a
breakdown  of  what’s
popular  among  Grand
Rapids  viewers  and
how  to  tune  in:

Local
News and
Weather
Grand Rapids residents
rely  heavily  on  local
news  fo r  weather
updates  (especially
lake-effect  snow),
traffic  on  I-96  and
U S - 1 3 1 ,  a n d
community  stories.
Top-rated  newscasts
include:
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WOOD-TV
News 8 –
morning, noon,
5, 6, and 11 p.m.
WZZM 13 On
Your Side –
known for
investigative
reports and
community
events.
WWMT
Newschannel 3
– covers West
Michigan with a
focus on
Kalamazoo and
Battle Creek.
WXMI Fox 17 –
offers a younger,
energy-driven
approach.

Most of these stations
also  stream  live  on
their websites or apps,
so  you  can  wa tch
breaking  news  even
without  a  TV.

Sports
Program
ming
West  Michigan  is  a
passionate  sports
region. While we don’t
h a v e  a  m a j o r
professional  team  in
Grand  Rapids  itself,
fans  fol low  Detroit
teams  closely.  Key
s p o r t s  c h a n n e l s
include:

Bally Sports
Detroit – Tigers,
Red Wings,
Pistons, and
Detroit City FC.
ESPN, FS1, NFL
Network –
national games
and analysis.
Big Ten
Network –
college sports
(University of
Michigan,
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Michigan State).
Stadium and
local sports
subchannels.

For  local  sports,  you
c a n  c a t c h  Grand
Rapids  Griffins  (AHL
hockey)  on  cable  or
streaming, and college
games  from  Grand
V a l l e y  S t a t e
University .

Primetim
e Hits
National  primetime
shows  airing  on  the
major  networks  are
available  to  all  Grand
Rapids  households.
S o m e  c o n s i s t e n t
favorites  include:

NBC: Law &
Order: SVU, The
Voice, Chicago
Fire.
ABC: The
Masked Singer,

9-1-1, The Good
Doctor.
CBS: Survivor,
NCIS, Young
Sheldon.
Fox: The
Simpsons, Family
Guy, 9-1-1: Lone
Star.

STREAMING
OPTIONS FOR
CORD CUTTERS

Many  Grand  Rapids
residents  are  cutting
the cord but still want
a c c e s s  t o  l o c a l
channels. Here are the
b e s t  s t r e a m i n g
services  that  include
local broadcasts and a
Tv  Gu ide  G rand
Rapids Mi experience:

YouTube
TV
Offers  all  major  local
channels  (NBC,  ABC,
CBS ,  Fox ,  PBS )  i n
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Grand  Rapids,  plus
unlimited  DVR.  The
p r i c e  i s  a r o u n d
$72.99/month  but
often  includes  free
trials.

Hulu +
Live TV
Includes  Hulu’s  on-
demand  library  plus
live  local  channels.
Also  includes  Disney+
and ESPN+.

DirecTV
Stream
Former ly  AT&T  TV
Now,  this  service  has
all local channels and a
g u i d e  s i m i l a r  t o
satell ite.

Sling TV
Cheaper  but  may  not
include  all  four  major

networks  in  Grand
Rapids  (CBS  and  NBC
c a n  b e  m i s s i n g
depend ing  on  the
package).  You  can
supplement  with  an
antenna.

Locast (if
still
active) /
Free
alternativ
es
Locast  streamed  local
broadcasts for free, but
i t  has  faced  lega l
challenges. Check if it’s
operating in your area.
Alternatively,  many
local  stations  stream
newscasts for  free via
their own apps.
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TIPS FOR
NAVIGATING YOUR
TV GUIDE IN

GRAND RAPIDS

To  make  the  most  of
y o u r  v i e w i n g
experience, keep these
tips in mind:

Set your time1.
zone: Grand
Rapids is in the
Eastern Time
Zone. Ensure any
guide or app is
set to Eastern.
Check for2.
channel
number
changes: With
the 2009 digital
transition and
ongoing repack,
some channels
have changed
frequencies.
Rescan your
antenna every
few months.
Use DVR3.
functionality:
Whether through

cable, TiVo, or a
streaming
service,
recording shows
lets you watch on
your schedule.
Combine4.
antenna with
streaming: For
the best of both
worlds, use an
antenna for local
broadcasts and a
streaming
service for cable
channels.
Follow local TV5.
station social
media: Stations
like WoodTV and
WZZM often post
schedule
changes,
specials, and
news alerts.

SPECIAL EVENTS
AND SEASONAL
PROGRAMMING

Throughout  the  year,
G r a n d  R a p i d s  T V
guides highlight special
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events:

ArtPrize
coverage –
Local stations
often broadcast
from the festival.
Thanksgiving
Day Parade –
The America’s
Thanksgiving
Parade in Detroit
is shown on local
affiliates.
High school
sports
championships
– Many games
are carried on
local cable or
PBS.
Severe
weather
coverage – In
spring and
winter, stations

break into
regular
programming for
tornado warnings
and blizzard
updates.

CONCLUSION

Whether you rely on a
t rad i t i ona l  cab le
subscription,  a  digital
a n t e n n a ,  o r  a
streaming  service,
having an accurate Tv
Guide Grand Rapids
Mi  ensures you never
miss the shows, news,
and events that matter
to  you.  The  Grand
Rap ids  TV  market
offers  a  rich  variety  of
local  and  nat ional
programming, and with
the tools and resources
outlined in


