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THE ART OF
PRECISION: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
ON HOW TO PUT
ON EYELINER

Walking through a
beauty aisle or
scrolling through
makeup tutorials can
feel overwhelming
when you are trying to
master a new skill.
Among the most
sought-after

techniques in makeup
application, learning
how to put on
eyeliner stands out as
both a rite of passage
and an ongoing

challenge. Whether
you are a complete
beginner or someone
looking to refine your
technique, achieving a
sharp, even line can
transform your entire
look. This guide breaks
down every step,
product type, and
method you need to
know so you can
approach your next
application with
confidence and skill.

WHY EYELINER
APPLICATION
MATTERS SO
MUCH

Eyeliner has the power
to define your eyes,
make your lashes
appear fuller, and even
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change the perceived
shape of your face. A
well-applied line draws
attention to your best
features and ties your
entire makeup look
together. Conversely, a
wobbly or uneven line
can distract from an
otherwise flawless
base. Understanding
how to put on
eyeliner is not just
about following a
trend; it is about
learning a foundational
technique that gives
you control over your
appearance. When you
master this skill, you
gain the ability to
create everything from
a subtle everyday
enhancement to a
dramatic, smoky
evening look.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR TOOLS AND
PRODUCTS

Before you even pick
up a liner, you need to

know what you are
working with. The type
of product you choose
dramatically affects
your application
process and the final
result. Each format
requires a slightly
different technique, so
understanding the
differences is essential
when you are learning
how to put on
eyeliner effectively.

Pencil
Eyeliners

Pencil eyeliners are the
most forgiving option
for beginners. They
offer a solid, waxy
texture that glides
across the lash line
with relative ease. You
can sharpen them for a
finer point or keep
them slightly dull for a
softer, smudged look.
Pencils are ideal for
tightlining, which is the
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technique of lining the
upper waterline to
make your lashes
appear denser.
Because you have
more control and can
easily correct mistakes,
this is often the
starting point for
anyone learning how
to put on eyeliner for
the first time.

Liquid
Eyeliners

Liquid eyeliners
provide the most
dramatic, sharp, and
long-lasting results.
They usually come with
a felt tip, brush tip, or a
pen-style applicator.
The pigment is intense,
and the finish is often
glossy or matte
depending on the
formula. However,
liquid liner requires a
steady hand and
practice. It dries

quickly, so mistakes
can be tricky to fix
without ruining your
eyeshadow. For those
who want a precise cat
eye or graphic wing,
mastering how to put
on eyeliner with a
liquid formula is a
worthwhile goal.

Gel
Eyeliners

Gel eyeliners are
typically sold in a small
pot and applied with an
angled brush. They
offer a beautiful
balance between the
control of a pencil and
the intensity of a liquid.
Gel formulas are
creamy, pigmented,
and allow you to build
opacity gradually. They
are excellent for
creating winged looks
because you can work
with the product for a
few seconds before it



EXESfROR are serious
about perfecting how
to put on eyeliner
with precision, gel
liners are a fantastic
option to explore.

Powder
Eyeliners

Powder eyeliners are
less common but very
useful for soft, smoky
looks. You apply them
with a damp angled
brush, using
eyeshadow as liner.
This technique is
perfect for those who
want a diffused, less
harsh line. While not
ideal for sharp wings,
understanding this
method expands your
repertoire when
learning how to put
on eyeliner for
different occasions.

PREPARING YOUR

APPLICATION

Preparation is a step
that many people skip,
but it makes a
significant difference in
your final result. Clean,
dry, and primed eyelids
create a smooth
canvas that allows the
liner to glide on evenly
without skipping or
smudging. Start by
washing your face or at
least wiping your
eyelids with a gentle
cleanser to remove any
oil or residual makeup.
Apply an eyeshadow
primer or a thin layer
of concealer over your
lids and set it with a
translucent powder.
This step prevents your
natural oils from
breaking down the
liner throughout the
day. When you
understand how to
put on eyeliner on a

properly prepped
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surface, you will notice
that the pigmentation
is richer and the line
lasts longer.

STEP-BY-STEP
BEGINNER
TECHNIQUE: HOW
TO PUT ON
EYELINER WITH A
PENCIL

For those who are just
starting, the pencil
method is the safest
and most forgiving
approach. Follow these
steps carefully, and
you will build
confidence quickly.

1. Get
comfortable. Sit
in front of a well-
lit mirror. Rest
your elbow on a
flat surface like a
table or counter.
This stabilizes
your hand and
prevents
shaking.

2. Start at the

outer corner.
Instead of
drawing one
continuous line
from the inner
corner to the
outer corner,
begin at the
outer third of
your upper lash
line. Make small,
short strokes
moving inward
toward the
middle of your
eye.

. Connect the

dots. Once you
have a line from
the outer corner
to the middle,
return to the
outer corner and
draw short
strokes outward
to create a small
flick or simply
extend the line
slightly past your
natural eye
corner.

4. Fill in the inner



ADVANGE. Gently
lift your eyelid by
pulling your
finger from your
temple outward.
This flattens the
skin and makes it
easier to draw
along the inner
lash line. Use the
same short
stroke technique
to connect the
middle to the
inner corner.

5. Smudge for
softness. If the
line looks too
harsh, use a
small smudging
brush or your
fingertip to
gently blur the
edge. This
creates a softer,
more forgiving
look while you
are still learning
how to put on
eyeliner.

TECHNIQUE: HOW
TO PUT ON
EYELINER WITH
LIQUID FOR A
SHARP WING

Once you are
comfortable with a
pencil, you can
graduate to liquid liner
for a more dramatic
effect. The key here is
patience and the right
angle.

1. Map your wing.
Use a small piece
of tape or an
angled brush to
mark where you
want your wing
to go. An easy
guideline is to
imagine a line
extending from
the corner of
your nose to the
outer edge of
your eyebrow.
This creates a
natural lift.
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2. Draw the wing

first. Start by
drawing the
outline of your
wing from the
outer corner of
your eye upward
toward the end
of your eyebrow.
Keep the tip of
the liner flush
against your skin
for a crisp edge.
. Connect the
wing to your
lash line. Draw
a thin line from
the tip of the
wing inward
along your upper
lash line, staying
as close to the
lashes as
possible. Use
short, feathery
strokes. Do not
try to do it in one
SWOoop.

. Fill in the
triangle. The
area between the
wing triangle and

your lash line
should be filled
in completely.
This creates a
seamless
transition from
your natural eye
shape to the
extended wing.

. Perfect the

inner corner.
With the
remaining
product on the
tip of your brush,
draw a very thin
line along the
inner half of your
lash line. Liquid
liner here should
be barely visible;
the focus
remains on the
outer wing.

. Let it dry. Keep

your eyes open
and look straight
ahead for 30
seconds to allow
the liner to set
completely.
Blinking too soon



can transfer the
product to your
lower lash line.

ADAPTING YOUR
TECHNIQUE FOR
DIFFERENT EYE
SHAPES

No two eyes are
exactly alike, and
knowing how to put
on eyeliner in a way
that  flatters  your
specific eye shape is a
game changer. A
technique that looks
amazing on almond
eyes may not work as
well on round or
hooded eyes. Here is
how to customize your
approach.

Almond
Eyes

Almond eyes are
symmetrical and
slightly upturned at the
outer corners. You

have the most
flexibility —with liner.
Almost any style

works, from a simple
tightline to a dramatic
cat eye. Feel free to
experiment with
different  thicknesses
and wing lengths.

Round
Eyes

If you have round eyes,
your goal is to elongate
the shape. Focus your
liner on the outer third
of the upper lash line
and extend it outward
into a subtle wing.
Avoid lining the entire
upper lash line with a
thick line, as this can
make your eyes appear
even rounder. A thin
line on the inner half is
sufficient.
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Hooded
Eyes

Hooded eyes have a
fold of skin that droops
over the crease, hiding
part of the eyelid.
When applying liner,
keep the line as thin as
possible on the lid
itself. The wing needs
to be drawn with your
eye open and looking
straight ahead. Instead
of following the natural
curve of your eye,
draw the wing outward
in a straight line from
the outer corner. This
creates the illusion of a
lifted eye without the
liner getting lost in the
hood.

Monolid

Eyes

Monolid eyes do not
have a visible crease.
The key is to create
dimension. Use a
thicker line that
gradually tapers at the
inner corner. A soft,
smudged liner or a
gradient effect works
beautifully. Winged
liner can be very
striking on monolids;
just make sure the
wing angles upward
sharply to create a
lifting effect.

Downturn
ed Eyes

If the outer corners of
your eyes point
downward, you want to
create an upward lift.
Start your liner thin at
the inner corner and
gradually thicken it as
you move outward. The



wing should go up and
out, not following the
downward curve of
your eye. Avoid lining
the lower lash line
heavily, as this pulls
the eye down further.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO FIX THEM

Even experienced
makeup artists make
mistakes. The
difference is knowing
how to correct them
quickly. When you are
learning how to put
on eyeliner, it is
normal to encounter a
few common pitfalls.

e Wobbly lines:
This usually
happens because
your hand is not
stabilized. Rest
your elbow on a
hard surface and
use your pinky
finger against
your cheek for

10

extra support.
Uneven wings:
Use a cotton
swab dipped in
micellar water to
clean up the
edges. You can
also use
concealer on a
tiny brush to
sharpen the wing
shape.

Eyeliner that
smudges: Make
sure your eyelids
are primed and
set with powder.
Avoid applying
too much
product on the
lower waterline if
you have oily
eyes. A
waterproof
formula is your
best friend.

Too thick too
fast: It is easier
to build thickness
than to remove
it. Start thin and
add more
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product slowly.
Patience is
crucial when you
are perfecting
how to put on
eyeliner.

TIPS FOR LONG-
LASTING WEAR

You spent time
perfecting your line, so
you want it to stay put.
To ensure your liner
lasts all day or night,
follow these simple
tips.

e Always prime
your lids. This
creates a barrier
between your
skin oils and the
liner.

e Set your liner
with a matching
eyeshadow. Use
a small angled
brush to gently
pat a dark
shadow over the
liner. This locks it
in place and adds

intensity.

e Avoid touching
your eyes
throughout the
day. Rubbing or
scratching will
disturb even the
most waterproof
formulas.

e Use a setting
spray. A light
mist over your
completed eye
makeup helps
everything meld
together and
stay intact.

HOW TO PUT ON
EYELINER FOR
DIFFERENT
OCCASIONS

Your technique can
vary depending on
where you are going
and what you are
wearing.

Understanding how to
adapt your approach
ensures you always
look appropriate and



polished.

Everyday
Natural
Look

For work or daytime
errands, stick with a
brown or gray pencil.
Focus on tightlining the
upper waterline and
smudging a soft line
along the upper lashes.
Avoid a wing
altogether. This
enhances your eyes
without looking like
you tried too hard.
Learning how to put

on eyeliner for
everyday wear is about
subtlety and control.

Office-
Appropria
te Look

In a professional
setting, keep your liner
clean and precise. A
thin line with a very
small flick at the outer
corner is acceptable.
Stay away from glitter,
bold colors, or overly
dramatic wings. A
matte finish liquid or a
well-sharp

12 How To Put On Eyeliner

2022-10-05



