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DISCOVER THE
INCREDIBLE
DIVERSITY: A
COMPLETE LIST OF
MARSUPIALS IN
AUSTRALIA

Australia is renowned
for its extraordinary
wildlife, and no group
of animals is more
emblematic of the
continent than its
marsupials. These
fascinating mammals,
which give birth to
relatively undeveloped
young that continue to
grow and develop in a
pouch, have evolved
over millions of years

to fill nearly every
ecological niche. From
the iconic kangaroo
bounding across the
arid outback to the
tree-dwelling koala
munching eucalyptus
leaves, the list of
marsupials in Australia
is both long and
remarkable. This article
provides a
comprehensive,
naturally flowing
overview of the major
marsupial species
found across the
country, organized by
family and type, to
give you a deeper
appreciation of these
unique creatures and
the habitats they call
home.
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UNDERSTANDING
MARSUPIALS: A
BRIEF

INTRODUCTION
Marsupials are
distinguished from

placental mammals by
their reproductive
strategy. After a very
short gestation period,
the tiny, bean-sized
young - called joeys for
many species - crawl
into their mother’s
pouch, where they
latch onto a teat and
continue to develop.
Australia is home to
roughly half of the
world's known
marsupial species,
ranging in size from
the tiny long-tailed
planigale (weighing
just a few grams) to
the massive red
kangaroo (reaching up
to 90 kilograms). This
incredible variety is a
result of Australia's
long geographic

isolation, which
allowed marsupials to
evolve into many forms
that elsewhere were
occupied by placental
mammals.

MACROPODS: THE
KANGAROOS,
WALLABIES, AND
THEIR KIN

The family
Macropodidae -
meaning “big foot” - is
perhaps the most
famous group on any
list of marsupials in
Australia. These
herbivorous animals
are known for their
powerful hind legs,
long tails, and hopping
gait. Macropods are
found everywhere from
rainforests to deserts,
and they play a crucial
role in shaping
Australia’s ecosystems.
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Red

Kangaroo

(Osphrant
er rufus)

The red kangaroo is
the largest marsupial
in the world and an
icon of the Australian
outback. Males can
stand over 1.8 meters
tall and cover more
than 8 meters in a
single bound. They are
well-adapted to arid
conditions and can go
for long periods
without water by
seeking shade and
conserving energy.

Eastern

Grey
Kangaroo
(Macropu
S
giganteus

)

Common in the fertile
eastern parts of the
continent, the eastern
grey kangaroo is
known for its soft grey

fur and sociable
nature. It thrives in
forests, grasslands,

and even suburban
areas, often grazing in
large mobs at dawn
and dusk.

Wallabies



and Rock-
Wallabies

Smaller than
kangaroos, wallabies
are equally diverse.
The swamp wallaby
(Wallabia bicolor) is a
solitary species found
in dense undergrowth,
while the agile wallaby
(Notamacropus agilis)
prefers open
woodlands of northern
Australia. Rock-
wallabies (genus
Petrogale) are
specialized climbers
that inhabit rocky
escarpments and
boulder piles. Their
padded feet and strong
tails allow them to leap
nimbly among rocks,
making them a
fascinating addition to
any list of marsupials
in Australia.

Tree-
Kangaroo
S

Less known but equally
remarkable, tree-
kangaroos (genus
Dendrolagus) live in
the rainforest canopies
of Queensland and
New Guinea. Unlike
their ground-dwelling
cousins, they have
strong forelimbs and
shorter hind legs for
climbing. The
Lumholtz's tree-
kangaroo (Dendrolagus
lumholtzi) and
Bennett’s tree-
kangaroo (Dendrolagus
bennettianus) are two
species found in
Australia, both
threatened by habitat
loss.
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THE ARBGREAlyptus

SPECIALISTS:

KOALAS,

POSSUMS, AND

GLIDERS

Australia’s forests are
home to a rich array of
tree-dwelling
marsupials. These
animals have evolved
extraordinary
adaptations for life
high above the ground,
from prehensile tails to
gliding membranes.

Koala
(Phascola
rctos
cinereus)

Perhaps the most
beloved marsupial on
the planet, the koala is
not a bear but a
marsupial that feeds
almost exclusively on

leaves.
These leaves are toxic
to most animals, but
koalas have a
specialized digestive
system and a long
cecum to break down
the fibrous foliage.
They sleep up to 20
hours a day to
conserve energy. While
not listed as
endangered nationally,
koala populations in
Queensland, New
South Wales, and the
Australian Capital
Territory are
considered vulnerable
due to habitat
destruction, disease,
and climate change.

Common
Brushtail
Possum



(Trichosu
rus
vulpecula

)

One of the most
adaptable marsupials,
the common brushtail
possum has
successfully made its
home in both wild
forests and urban
backyards. With its
bushy black tail and
pointed ears, it is a
familiar nocturnal
visitor to many
Australian gardens. It

eats leaves, fruits,
flowers, and
occasionally small
birds' eggs.

Common

Ringtail
Possum
(Pseudoc
heirus
peregrinu
S)

Smaller and more
delicate than the
brushtail, the common
ringtail possum has a
long, prehensile tail
with a white tip. It
builds a nest, called a
drey, of twigs and
leaves high in the
trees. Ringtails are
social animals, often
living in small family
groups.
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Gliders:

Sugar,
Squirrel,

and

Greater

Gliding possums are
among the most
spectacular members
of any list of
marsupials in Australia.
They possess a
membrane of skin
(patagium) stretching
from their wrists to
their ankles, allowing
them to glide from tree
to tree. The sugar
glider (Petaurus
breviceps) is a small,
omnivorous species
that is also popular as
an exotic pet overseas.
The squirrel glider
(Petaurus norfolcensis)
is similar but slightly

larger. The greater
glider (Petauroides
volans) can glide up to
100 meters and is the
largest gliding
marsupial, with a fluffy,
cat-sized body. All
gliders rely on
connected forest
canopies, making them
vulnerable to
deforestation.

BURROWING AND
GROUND-
DWELLING
MARSUPIALS

While many marsupials
are arboreal or hopping
macropods, others
have evolved to live on
or beneath the ground.

Wombats
(Vombatu
s ursinus



and

Bandicoot

Lasiorlsimnd

us
species)

Wombats are sturdy,
burrowing marsupials
that resemble small
bears. There are three
species: the common
wombat (Vombatus
ursinus), the southern
hairy-nosed wombat
(Lasiorhinus latifrons),
and the critically
endangered northern
hairy-nosed wombat
(Lasiorhinus  krefftii).
Wombats dig extensive
burrow systems with
their powerful claws
and backward-facing
pouches that prevent
dirt from entering while
they dig. They are
herbivorous and mostly
nocturnal.

Bilbies

Bandicoots are small,
omnivorous marsupials
with elongated snouts
and strong hind legs.
They are important for
soil aeration as they
dig for insects and
tubers. The eastern
barred bandicoot
(Perameles gunnii) and
long-nosed bandicoot
(Perameles nasuta) are
common in parts of
Victoria and New South
Wales. The bilby
(Macrotis lagotis) is a
desert-dwelling relative
with large ears and a
soft, silky coat. Bilbies
once ranged across
much of Australia but
are now endangered
due to predation by
foxes and cats, and
competition from
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rabbits. They have
become an Australian
icon, especially
associated with Easter.

PREDATORY
MARSUPIALS:
QUOLLS,
TASMANIAN
DEVILS, AND
OTHERS

Australia also has a
number of carnivorous
and omnivorous
marsupials that are
crucial for maintaining
ecological balance.

Tasmania
n Deuvil
(Sarcophi
lus
harrisii)

Now found only in the
wild on the island of

Tasmania, the
Tasmanian devil is the
world’s largest
carnivorous marsupial.
It has a powerful bite, a
black coat with white
patches, and a
famously loud,
screeching

vocalization. Devils are
primarily scavengers,
but they also hunt
small prey. Since the
late 1990s, a
contagious facial tumor
disease has decimated

wild populations,
leading to intense
conservation  efforts,
including captive

breeding and the
establishment of
disease-free insurance
populations on Maria
Island and in mainland
sanctuaries.

Quolls

Quolls (genus
Dasyurus) are cat-
sized, spotted



marsupials that are
excellent hunters.
There are four
Australian species: the
spotted-tailed quoll
(Dasyurus maculatus),
the eastern quoll
(Dasyurus viverrinus),
the western quoll
(Dasyurus  geoffroii),
and the northern quoll
(Dasyurus hallucatus).
All have declined since
European settlement,
with the eastern quoll
considered extinct on
the mainland and

persisting only in
Tasmania. The
northern quoll has

declined severely due
to cane toad poisoning.

Antechin
uses and
Planigale

10

S

These small, mouse-
like dasyurids are
voracious insectivores.
The agile antechinus
(Antechinus agilis) and
the brown antechinus
(Antechinus stuartii)
are known for their
semelparous
reproductive strategy:
males mate so fiercely
that they die from
stress-induced immune
collapse shortly after
the breeding season.
The common planigale
(Planigale maculata) is
one of the smallest
marsupials, capable of
squeezing through
crevices just a few
millimeters wide.

UNIQUE AND
LESSER-KNOWN
MARSUPIALS

Beyond the famous
names, Australia hosts
many other remarkable
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marsupials that
deserve attention in
any list of marsupials
in Australia.

Numbat
(Myrmeco
bius
fasciatus)

The numbat is a
termite-eating

marsupial with a
striking striped back
and a bushy tail. Unlike
most marsupials, it is
diurnal (active during
the day) and has no
proper pouch - instead,
the young cling to the
mother's belly fur and
teats. Once widespread
across southern
Australia, numbats are
now limited to a few
protected areas in
Western Australia due
to introduced

11

predators. Ongoing fox
baiting and
translocation programs
have helped stabilize
some populations.

Honey
Possum
(Tarsipes
rostratus)

This tiny, mouse-sized
marsupial is a
specialist nectar and
pollen feeder, filling a
niche similar to a
hummingbird. Its
elongated snout and
brush-tipped tongue
allow it to extract
nectar from banksias
and other flowers. The
honey possum is found
only in the southwest
of Western Australia
and is the only entirely
nectarivorous

marsupial in the world.
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Marsupial
Moles
(Notoryct
es
typhlops
and N.
caurinus)

Perhaps the strangest
on any list of
marsupials in Australia,
the marsupial mole is a
blind, sand-dwelling
creature that “swims”

through desert dunes.
It has a leathery nose
shield, tiny eyes
hidden under skin, and
powerful front claws for
burrowing. Extremely
rare and rarely seen,
these moles are a true
oddity of evolution.

MARSUPIALS OF
TASMANIA AND
THE ISLANDS

Tasmania serves as a
stronghold for several
species that have
vanished from
mainland Australia.
The Tasmanian devil is
the most famous, but
the island also hosts
the eastern quoll, the
Tasmanian pademelon
(Thylog
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