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INTRODUCTION

In today's interconnected professional world, how to remove a
LinkedIn  profile  is  a  question  that  arises  for  many  users  at
some  point.  Whether  you're  concerned  about  privacy,
transitioning between careers, taking a break from social media,
or simply no longer find value in the platform, understanding the
process  is  essential.  LinkedIn  offers  two  primary  options:
deactivation  (temporary)  and  permanent  deletion.  Each  has
distinct implications for your data, network, and future access.
This  comprehensive  guide  will  walk  you  through  every  step,
explain the differences, and help you decide which route best fits
your needs. By the end, you'll know exactly how to remove a
LinkedIn profile quickly and securely, avoiding common pitfalls.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE: DEACTIVATE VS.
DELETE

Before  learning  the  technical  steps,  it's  crucial  to  grasp  the
fundamental distinction between deactivating and deleting your
LinkedIn profile. Many users mistakenly believe these actions are
the same, but they lead to very different outcomes.

Deactivation: Temporarily hides your profile from search
and the network. Your data is retained, and you can
reactivate at any time by logging back in. Your connections
remain intact, and any pending messages or invitations are
preserved.
Deletion (Permanent Removal): Irreversibly erases your
profile, connections, recommendations, activity, and
messages. After a 30-day grace period, your data is
permanently removed from LinkedIn's active databases.
Recovery is not possible once the grace period expires.

When  researching  how  to  remove  a  LinkedIn  profile,  clarity
on this distinction will save you potential regret. For most users,
deactivation  serves  as  a  safer  first  step,  allowing  a  trial  period
away from the platform.

PREREQUISITES BEFORE REMOVING YOUR LINKEDIN
PROFILE

Before  you  proceed  with  the  removal  process,  take  these
preparatory  steps  to  avoid  losing  valuable  information  or
professional  relationships.

Download Your Data: LinkedIn allows you to export your1.
profile data, including connections, messages,
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recommendations, and activity history. Go to Settings &
Privacy > Data Privacy > Get a copy of your data and
request a full archive. This process may take up to 24
hours.
Inform Key Connections: If you have strong professional2.
relationships, consider notifying your most important
contacts about your departure. Provide alternative ways to
stay in touch (email, personal website, other platforms).
Save Access to Shared Content: If you've contributed to3.
LinkedIn articles, groups, or have recommendations,
consider saving screenshots or text copies. Once you
delete your account, these become inaccessible.
Cancel Premium Subscriptions: If you're a Premium4.
member or use Sales Navigator, cancel your subscription
first to avoid being charged after your profile is removed.
Review Your LinkedIn Recruiter Account: If you have a5.
Recruiter seat, deletion of your personal profile will also
remove your Recruiter access. Coordinate with your
organization's admin if needed.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: HOW TO REMOVE A LINKEDIN
PROFILE (DESKTOP)

Most users prefer to perform this action on a computer due to the
clearer  navigation.  Follow these precise steps to  permanently
delete your LinkedIn profile via desktop.

Step 1: Log In and Access
Settings
Go to LinkedIn.com and log in with the credentials you wish to
delete.  In  the  top  right  corner,  click  your  profile  picture  or  the
"Me" icon. Select Settings & Privacy from the dropdown menu.

Step 2: Navigate to
Account Management
On the Settings & Privacy page, look for the Account tab on the
left sidebar. Click it.  Under "Account management",  you'll  see
options  including  "Change  your  password,"  "Close  your
LinkedIn account," and others. Select "Closing your LinkedIn
account" to proceed with the removal process.

Step 3: Choose "Close
Account"
LinkedIn will display information about what happens when you
close  your  account.  Read  this  carefully.  If  you  still  want  to
proceed, click the blue button that says "Close account." You
may  be  asked  to  provide  a  reason  for  leaving.  Choose  an
appropriate option or select "Other" and type briefly.
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Step 4: Verify Your Action
To confirm this is not an accidental click, LinkedIn will prompt you
to enter your password once more. Provide your password and
click  "Close  account."  A  confirmation  message  will  appear
noting that your account is scheduled for deletion and you have
30 days to change your mind.
And that's it — you have successfully initiated the permanent
removal  process.  After  30  days,  your  LinkedIn  profile  will  be
completely  gone.

HOW TO REMOVE A LINKEDIN PROFILE USING MOBILE
APP

For  those  who  prefer  mobile  devices,  the  process  is  equally
straightforward  but  slightly  different  due  to  app  navigation.
Here's how to remove a LinkedIn profile from the iOS or Android
app.

Step 1: Open the LinkedIn
App and Go to Your Profile
Tap your profile picture icon on the top left of the home screen.
Then tap "View Profile." On your profile page, tap the three-dot
menu (More) next to the "Add section" or "Open to" button.

Step 2: Access Settings
From the dropdown menu, select "Settings." This will take you
to a mobile-optimized settings page.

Step 3: Find Account
Preferences
Scroll down and tap "Account preferences."  Under "Account
management,"  tap "Close account."  LinkedIn will  explain the
implications again.

Step 4: Confirm Closure
Tap "Close account," then enter your password when prompted.
Confirm  once  more,  and  the  30-day  deletion  process  begins.
You'll  receive  an  email  confirming  the  request.
Remember: Deletion from the mobile app works exactly the same
way  as  on  desktop.  The  30-day  retention  period  applies
regardless of the platform used.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES WHEN
REMOVING A LINKEDIN PROFILE

Even  with  clear  instructions,  some users  encounter  obstacles
when trying  to  remove their  LinkedIn  profile.  Here  are  the  most
frequent issues and how to resolve them:
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Can't find the "Close account" option: Ensure you're
using the latest version of the app or website. Sometimes
LinkedIn moves the option under "Other account actions" or
"Privacy" temporarily. Try searching in the settings help
box.
Account locked or temporarily restricted: If LinkedIn
has flagged your account (e.g., for suspicious activity), you
must resolve the restriction first. Contact LinkedIn support
from the help center.
Unable to delete due to pending payments:
Outstanding invoices or active subscriptions block account
deletion. Cancel all subscriptions and settle any dues
before retrying.
You forgot your password but want to delete: Use the
"Forgot password" link to reset it. Once logged in, you can
proceed with the removal process.
You have multiple accounts: You must delete each
account separately. LinkedIn does not offer bulk deletion.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOU REMOVE YOUR LINKEDIN
PROFILE?

After  initiating  the  permanent  deletion  process,  many  users
wonder about the aftermath. Here's what you can expect:

30-Day Grace Period: Your profile becomes invisible to1.
others immediately, but you can still log in to cancel the
deletion request. After 30 days, the request is final.
Data Removal: LinkedIn retains your data in backup2.
systems for a period of time (usually up to 90 days) after

deletion but removes it from active use. Public requests like
GDPR data erasure may expedite full removal.
Connections Lost: Your connections will no longer see3.
you in their network. They will receive no notification; you
will simply disappear from their list.
Recommendations and Endorsements: All4.
recommendations you gave and received are permanently
removed. Saved content disappears.
Groups: You automatically leave all LinkedIn groups.5.
Group conversations and posts you've made may remain
(with your name removed or replaced with "LinkedIn
Member").
Messages: You lose access to your inbox. Conversations6.
are deleted from your side, but recipients may still retain
copies.

Understanding these consequences reinforces the importance of
downloading your data before proceeding.

ALTERNATIVES: DEACTIVATING INSTEAD OF
PERMANENTLY REMOVING

For those unsure about permanently deleting their professional
network,  deactivation  offers  a  flexible  alternative.  You  might
choose  to  deactivate  if:

You need a break but plan to return to job searching within
a few months.
You want to keep your data intact without the worry of
losing connections.
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You are testing whether professional networking adds value
to your career.

To  deactivate:  Follow the  same path  as  deletion  (Settings  &
Privacy > Account > Account management > Close account), but
when  prompted,  choose  "Temporarily  deactivate  my
account."  This  hides  your  profile  until  you  next  log  in.
When you reactivate, your profile returns exactly as it  was, with
no data loss. This is the safest option for individuals who are still
deciding  whether  how  to  remove  a  LinkedIn  profile  is  the
right  long-term  decision.

CONCLUSION

Understanding how to remove a LinkedIn profile is a valuable
skill  for  any  professional.  Whether  you  choose  temporary
deactivation  or  permanent  deletion,  the  process  is
straightforward when you follow the correct steps. Remember to
download  your  data,  inform  your  network,  cancel  any
subscriptions, and clearly understand the consequences of each
action.  A  30-day  grace  period  gives  you  a  final  safety  net,  but
once  that  window  closes,  removal  is  irreversible.  If  you're
uncertain,  deactivation  offers  a  risk-free  trial  away  from  the
platform.  Always  weigh  your  personal  and professional  needs
before making this decision. With this guide, you can confidently
manage your online presence and decide what's best for your
career journey.


