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UNDERSTANDING THE VIRGINIA COMMUNICATION AND LITERACY ASSESSMENT
(VCLA)

For aspiring educators in Virginia, few milestones carry as much weight as passing the Virginia
Communication and Literacy Assessment, commonly known as the VCLA. This exam is a required
gateway for anyone seeking initial teaching licensure in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and it is
designed to ensure that future teachers possess the essential reading and writing skills necessary
for  effective  classroom  instruction.  Whether  you  are  a  recent  college  graduate,  a  career-changer
entering  the  education  field,  or  a  veteran  teacher  moving  to  Virginia  from  another  state,
understanding the structure, content, and strategies for this test is critical to your professional
success. In this article, we will explore every aspect of the Virginia Communication and Literacy
Assessment VCLA, from its core components to practical preparation tips, so you can approach test
day with confidence.

WHAT IS THE VIRGINIA COMMUNICATION AND LITERACY ASSESSMENT VCLA?

The Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment is  a standardized exam administered by
Evaluation Systems, a division of Pearson Education, under the authority of the Virginia Department
of Education. Its primary purpose is to evaluate the communication and literacy skills of prospective
teachers. Unlike subject-specific content exams, the VCLA focuses squarely on foundational abilities:
reading comprehension, critical analysis of written material, and clear, effective writing. The test is
aligned  with  Virginia's  rigorous  standards  for  educator  preparation  and  is  a  non-negotiable
requirement for licensure in virtually all teaching areas, including elementary education, secondary
education, special education, and administrative roles.
The VCLA is offered year-round at testing centers across Virginia and in select locations nationwide.
Candidates may also take the exam remotely through online proctoring, which provides flexibility for
those with scheduling constraints or geographic challenges. The test is computer-based and includes
two distinct subtests: Reading Subtest (091) and Writing Subtest (092). You may take both subtests
in a single session or schedule them separately, depending on your preference and readiness.

BREAKING DOWN THE SUBTESTS

Reading Subtest (091)
The Reading Subtest of the Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA consists of 40
multiple-choice questions and has a time limit of 90 minutes. This section measures your ability to
comprehend, analyze, and interpret written texts that reflect the kind of reading you will encounter
in  professional  educational  settings.  Passages  are  drawn from a  variety  of  sources,  including
academic journals, policy documents, instructional materials, and general non-fiction.
Questions in the Reading Subtest typically require you to:

Identify main ideas and supporting details
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in context
Analyze the author's purpose, tone, and point of view
Evaluate the structure and organization of a passage
Draw inferences and conclusions based on textual evidence
Distinguish between fact and opinion
Understand relationships between ideas, such as cause and effect or compare and contrast

The passage difficulty level is comparable to what you would find in upper-level college coursework
or professional publications. There are no prior knowledge requirements for this subtest; it is purely
a measure of your reading comprehension skills. This means that even if you are not an English
major, you can succeed by applying careful reading strategies and critical thinking.

Writing Subtest (092)
The Writing Subtest is divided into two parts: a multiple-choice section and a written essay section.
The total time allotted for this subtest is 120 minutes. The multiple-choice portion includes 40
questions  that  assess  your  knowledge of  standard  written  English,  including  grammar,  usage,
punctuation, sentence structure, and organization. You will be asked to identify errors, select the
best revision for a sentence, and choose the most effective way to organize ideas.
The essay portion requires you to compose a clear, coherent, and well-developed argument on a
given topic. You will be presented with a brief prompt that presents two opposing viewpoints on an
education-related issue. Your task is to take a position and support it with logical reasoning and
specific examples. The essay is scored holistically by trained evaluators using a rubric that considers
focus,  organization,  development,  and  language  use.  You  are  expected  to  write  in  standard
academic English, demonstrating control of grammar, diction, and sentence variety.
To pass the Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA, you must achieve a scaled
score of 235 on the Reading Subtest and a scaled score of 235 on the Writing Subtest. If you take
both subtests in a single session, the total passing scaled score is 470. These passing standards are
consistent across all licensure areas, so every candidate must meet the same bar regardless of the
grade level or subject they intend to teach.

WHY THE VCLA MATTERS FOR VIRGINIA EDUCATORS

The Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA is not merely an administrative hurdle; it
is  a meaningful  evaluation of  skills  that are essential  for  effective teaching.  In today's classrooms,
teachers  are  expected  to  communicate  clearly  with  students,  parents,  colleagues,  and
administrators.  They  must  be  able  to  read  and  interpret  complex  curricular  materials,  write
thoughtful  lesson  plans,  provide  written  feedback  on  student  work,  and  draft  professional
correspondence. A teacher who struggles with reading comprehension or written expression will
inevitably face challenges in fulfilling these responsibilities.
Moreover, the VCLA reflects Virginia's commitment to high standards in education. By requiring all
prospective  educators  to  demonstrate  proficiency  in  communication  and  literacy,  the
Commonwealth ensures that every child in Virginia is taught by a teacher who can model strong
language skills. This is particularly important in an era when literacy instruction is a priority at all

grade levels, and when teachers across all content areas are being asked to integrate reading and
writing into their teaching.
It  is  also  worth  noting  that  the  VCLA  fulfills  the  federal  requirement  for  "highly  qualified"  teacher
status under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Passing the exam demonstrates that you have
the basic academic skills necessary to enter the classroom, which is a prerequisite for taking on the
more advanced responsibilities of teaching.

PREPARING FOR THE VIRGINIA COMMUNICATION AND LITERACY ASSESSMENT
VCLA

Understanding the Test Format and
Content
Your preparation should begin with a thorough review of the official VCLA test blueprint and sample
questions, which are available on the Virginia Department of Education's website and the Pearson
VCLA portal. Familiarizing yourself with the structure of the exam will help you manage your time
effectively  and  reduce  test-day  anxiety.  Pay  close  attention  to  the  types  of  passages  used  in  the
Reading Subtest and the style of writing prompts in the Writing Subtest.
Consider taking a full-length practice test under timed conditions. This will give you a baseline score
and help you identify areas where you need the most improvement. Many test-takers find that they
are stronger in one subtest than the other, so targeted study can make a significant difference.

Strategies for the Reading Subtest
For the Reading Subtest, active reading is your best strategy. As you read each passage, underline
or highlight key points, note the author's main argument, and pay attention to transitional phrases
that signal the structure of the text. When answering multiple-choice questions, eliminate obviously
incorrect answers first, then choose the best remaining option based on evidence from the passage.
Practice reading academic articles or editorials regularly to build stamina and improve your ability to
extract meaning quickly.
Vocabulary in context is a common challenge. Rather than memorizing long lists of words, focus on
using context clues to deduce meaning. Look at the surrounding sentences, the tone of the passage,
and any definitions or examples provided within the text.

Strategies for the Writing Subtest
For the multiple-choice portion of the Writing Subtest, a strong foundation in grammar and usage is
essential.  Review the rules of subject-verb agreement, verb tense consistency, pronoun usage,
modifier placement, and punctuation conventions. Many test-prep resources offer targeted drills for
these skills.  If  you tend to make errors in a particular area, such as comma usage or parallel
structure, dedicate extra time to mastering those concepts.
The  essay  requires  careful  planning.  When  you  receive  the  prompt,  take  a  few  minutes  to
brainstorm your position and outline your arguments. A well-organized essay typically includes an
introduction that states your thesis, two or three body paragraphs that develop your reasoning with
specific examples, and a conclusion that reinforces your main point. Use clear topic sentences and
transitions to guide the reader. Aim for a formal but natural tone, avoiding slang and overly casual
expressions.  Proofread  your  essay  for  spelling,  punctuation,  and  grammatical  errors  before
submitting.

Study Materials and Resources
There are numerous resources available to help you prepare for the Virginia Communication and
Literacy Assessment VCLA. Official materials from Pearson include the VCLA Test Blueprint, sample
questions,  and  practice  tests.  Many  test-takers  also  benefit  from commercial  study  guides,  online
courses, and tutoring services. Some universities and school divisions in Virginia offer workshops or
study groups for VCLA candidates. Online forums and social media groups can connect you with
others who are preparing for the exam, allowing you to share tips and support.
Self-study  is  highly  effective  for  this  exam,  provided  you  are  disciplined  and  thorough.  Create  a
study schedule that spans several weeks, dedicating time each day to review content, practice
questions,  and  write  sample  essays.  Consistent  effort  is  far  more  productive  than  cramming  the
night  before  the  test.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE VCLA

One common misconception is that the Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA is
only necessary for English or language arts teachers. In reality, the exam is required for all teaching
licenses,  including mathematics,  science,  physical  education,  music,  and special  education.  No
matter  your  content  area,  you must  demonstrate  that  you can communicate  effectively  in  written
and spoken English.
Another  misunderstanding  is  that  the  test  is  extremely  difficult  and  requires  months  of  intensive
preparation. While the VCLA is certainly challenging, it  is  not an insurmountable obstacle.  The
content is directly aligned with skills that educated adults use every day. With focused preparation,
most  candidates  can pass  the  exam on their  first  attempt.  If  you  do  not  pass,  you are  allowed to
retake the test, though there are waiting periods and fees to consider.
Some candidates worry about the essay portion because they have not written a formal essay in
years. However, the rubric values clarity and organization over stylistic flair. You do not need to be
an award-winning writer to earn a passing score. As long as your essay is well-structured, logically
argued, and free of major errors, you will likely perform well.

TEST DAY TIPS FOR SUCCESS

On  the  day  of  the  exam,  arrive  at  the  testing  center  early  with  the  required  identification  and
confirmation documents. If you are testing remotely, ensure your computer and internet connection
meet the technical requirements and that your workspace is quiet and free from distractions. Get a
good night's sleep beforehand and eat a balanced meal to maintain your energy and focus.
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During the test,  manage your time wisely.  For the Reading Subtest,  spend no more than two
minutes per question, and allow time to review your answers. For the Writing Subtest, allocate about
30 minutes for the multiple-choice section and 60 minutes for the essay, leaving 30 minutes for
review and revision. If you are unsure about a question, mark it and return to it later rather than
wasting time on difficult items.
Stay calm and confident. Remember that the Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA
is designed to measure skills you already possess. Trust your reading and writing abilities, and
approach each question methodically.

CONCLUSION

The Virginia Communication and Literacy Assessment VCLA is a vital step on the path to becoming a
licensed  educator  in  Virginia.  It  ensures  that  every  teacher  entering  the  classroom  has  the
foundational reading and writing skills needed to communicate effectively, support student learning,
and meet the demands of a professional educational environment. By understanding the test's
structure, preparing strategically with high-quality resources, and approaching the exam with a clear
plan, you can achieve a passing score and move forward with your teaching career. The VCLA is not
just a test; it is an opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to excellence in education and your
readiness to inspire the next generation of learners. With determination and thoughtful preparation,
you can succeed and join  the  ranks  of  dedicated educators  who shape Virginia's  future,  one
classroom at a time.


