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REDISCOVERING
HERITAGE
THROUGH SOUND:
AN EXPLORATION
OF THE
"EVERYDAY USE"
BY ALICE WALKER
AUDIO
EXPERIENCE

Few short stories have
captured  the  essence
of  cultural  conflict,
familial bonds, and the
t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f
heritage  as  powerfully
as Alice Walker’s 1973
m a s t e r p i e c e ,
"Everyday  Use."  For
decades, readers have
been  drawn  to  the

vivid  kitchen  setting,
the  fierce  dialogue
between a mother and
her daughters, and the
poignant symbol of two
handmade  qu i l t s .
However,  there  is  a
dimension of this story
t h a t  o f t e n  g o e s
overlooked  until  one
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e
Everyday  Use  by
Alice  Walker  audio
version.  Listening  to
this narrative breathed
into  life  by  a  skilled
narrator  transforms  a
power fu l  read ing
e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o
something  deeply
intimate and visceral.
I n  a n  a g e  w h e r e
a u d i o b o o k s  a n d
narrative  podcasts
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h a v e  s u r g e d  i n
p o p u l a r i t y ,
e x p e r i e n c i n g
" E v e r y d a y  U s e "
through  audio  offers  a
unique  lens  through
which  to  appreciate
Walker’s  lyrical  prose.
This article dives deep
into the story itself, the
themes  that  make  it
timeless,  and why the
Everyday  Use  by
Alice  Walker  audio
r e n d i t i o n  i s  a n
essential  experience
for students,  literature
en thus i as t s ,  and
anyone grappling  with
questions  of  identity
and  inheritance.

THE STORY AT A
GLANCE: WHAT IS
"EVERYDAY USE"?

Before  exploring  the
audio experience, it  is
helpful  to  revisit  the
narrative.  "Everyday
Use"  is  told  from the
first-person
perspective of a Black

mother  living  in  the
rural  South.  She  lives
with  her  shy,  scarred
younger  daughter,
Maggie, and awaits the
visit of her older, more
sophisticated daughter,
Dee, who has changed
her name to Wangero
Leewanika  Kemanjo.
Dee  arr ives  with  a
boyfriend  or  husband,
Hakim-a-barber,  and
immediately  begins
photographing  the
modest  home  and  its
inhabitants  as  if  they
a re  a r t i f ac t s  o f  a
bygone  era.
The  central  conflict  of
the  story  revolves
around  two  heirloom
quilts.  Dee,  who  has
embraced  a  form  of
A f rocent r i sm  and
intellectualism,  wants
to  take  the  quilts  to
d i s p l a y  t h e m  a s
cultural  art  pieces.
M a g g i e ,  w h o
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
practical and emotional
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h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
qu i l ts—they  were
made  from  scraps  of
c l o t h i n g  w o r n  b y
generations  of  their
family—wants them for
their intended purpose:
everyday  use.  The
mother ,  Mama,  i s
f o r c e d  t o  m a k e  a
choice that  defines the
story ’s  emot ional
cl imax.

WHY THE
"EVERYDAY USE"
BY ALICE WALKER
AUDIO VERSION
MATTERS

Reading  a  text  is  a
cerebral  exercise.  We
interpret  tone,  dialect,
and  emotion  through
punctuation  and  our
inner  voice.  However,
hearing the Everyday
Use by Alice Walker
a u d i o  b r i n g s
s o m e t h i n g
irreplaceable  to  the
table: the human voice
acting as a vessel  for

the author's intent.

The
Power of
Dialect
and Voice
Alice  Walker’s  writing
is  renowned  for  its
a u t h e n t i c  u s e  o f
Southern  A f r i can
American  Vernacular
English  (AAVE).  The
n a r r a t o r ,  M a m a ,
speaks in a voice that
is  grounded,  earthy,
and  unpretentious.
When  you  read  the
line, "I am a large, big-
boned  woman  with
rough,  man-working
hands,"  you  imagine
the  sound  o f  tha t
voice.  But  when  you
hear it in an Everyday
Use by Alice Walker
audio  recording,  the
narrator’s cadence, the
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slight  drawl,  and  the
weight  behind  the
w o r d s  b e c o m e
palpable.
The  aud io  f o rmat
allows  the  listener  to
h e a r  t h e  s u b t l e
nuances  of  Mama’s
resignation,  her  pride,
and  her  fierce  love.
S i m i l a r l y ,  D e e ’ s
v o i c e — e d u c a t e d ,
s o m e w h a t
condescending,  and
performative—is  given
a  sharpness  that  text
alone  can  sometimes
soften.  The  contrast
between  Maggie’s
t i m i d ,  a l m o s t
whispered speech and
D e e ’ s  b o o m i n g
confidence  is  starkly
highlighted  in  audio,
making  the  fami ly
dynamics  instantly
understandable.

Emotional
Resonanc
e and
Pacing
One  of  the  greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e
Everyday  Use  by
Alice Walker audio
rendition is its ability to
control pacing. A
skilled narrator knows
when to slow down,
particularly during the
tense moments
regarding the quilts. As
Mama describes the
house burning down in
the past, or as she
makes her final
decision about who
gets the quilts, the
narrator’s voice can
convey a depth of
sorrow and resolve
that is deeply moving.
For  students  studying
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this  story,  the  audio
version is an invaluable
t o o l  f o r
comprehension.  I t
removes the barrier of
decoding  dialect  and
allows  the  listener  to
focus  entirely  on  the
emotional stakes of the
narrative.  Hearing  the
story  aloud  can  spark
deeper  discussions
a b o u t  t o n e ,
characterization,  and
the  author’s  purpose.

EXPLORING THE
CORE THEMES
THROUGH THE
AUDIO LENS

The
Authentic
ity of

Heritage
The  central  debate  in
"Everyday Use" is what
it truly means to honor
one’s  heritage.  Dee
b e l i e v e s  s h e  i s
honoring  her  roots  by
changing  her  name
and  displaying  the
quilts as artifacts. She
sees  her  mother  and
sister  as  backward,
s t u c k  i n  a  l i f e  o f
oppression  she  has
escaped. However, the
Everyday  Use  by
Alice  Walker  audio
format makes it easier
to hear the patronizing
tone  in  Dee’s  voice.
She  uses  the  word
"heritage" often, but it
sounds  hollow  when
spoken aloud in a voice
that  lacks  connection
to  the  actual  d i r t ,
sweat, and love of the
family home.
Mama,  on  the  other
hand,  does  not  use
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fancy words. She lives
her heritage. The audio
allows  us  to  hear  the
q u i e t  d i g n i t y  i n
Maggie’s  voice  when
she  offers  to  let  Dee
h a v e  t h e  q u i l t s ,
k n o w i n g  s h e  c a n
remember  Grandma
Dee without them. The
l istener  hears  the
breaking  point  when
Mama finally stands up
to  Dee,  a  moment  of
empowerment  that  is
electrifying in audio.

Education
vs.
Wisdom
D e e  r e p r e s e n t s
intellectual  education.
S h e  h a s  g o n e  t o
college and learned to
see the world through
a  l ens  o f  cu l tu ra l
critique.  Mama  and
Maggie  represent

experiential  wisdom.
They know the history
of the butter churn, the
dasher,  and the quilts
because  they  have
touched  them,  used
them,  and  lived  with
them.  The  Everyday
Use by Alice Walker
a u d i o  v e r s i o n
highlights  the  tension
between  these  two
forms  of  knowledge.
Dee speaks quickly and
confidently,  citing
abstract  concepts.
Mama  speaks  slowly
and  de l iberate ly ,
rooted  in  concrete
reality. The clashing of
these two vocabularies
is almost musical in its
discordance.

The
Symbolis
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m of the
Quilts
The  qu i l ts  are  the
story's  most  potent
symbol.  For Dee, they
are  to  be  hung  on  a
wall—a museum piece.
For Maggie, they are a
living connection to her
grandmother.  She  will
use  them  until  they
wear out, and then she
will  make  new  ones.
The Everyday Use by
Alice  Walker  audio
experience  heightens
the  tension  around
these  qu i l t s .  The
listener can almost feel
the weight of them in
t h e  s c e n e .  T h e
narrator’s  description
o f  t h e  p i e c e s  o f
cloth—Grandma  Dee’s
dress, Grandpa Jarrell’s
shirt—becomes a litany
of family history. When
Mama  snatches  the
quilts  from  Dee  and

gives them to Maggie,
t h e  a u d i o  f o r m a t
captures  the  gasp  of
surprise,  the  finality  of
the act, and the quiet
resolution that follows.

A DEEP DIVE INTO
CHARACTER
PORTRAYALS IN
AUDIO

Mama
(The
Narrator)
Mama is  the  heart  of
t h e  s t o r y .  I n  t h e
Everyday  Use  by
Alice  Walker  audio
versions,  the  narrator
typically adopts a voice
that  i s  s t rong  yet
weary,  observant  yet
humble. Mama dreams
of being on a television
talk  show  where  Dee
would be proud of her,
but she knows that is a
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fantasy.  The  audio
allows  us  to  hear  the
self-deprecation in her
ability  to  imagine  her
o w n  d e a t h .  T h e
strength  of  Mama’s
final
decision—choosing  to
g ive  the  qu i l t s  to
M a g g i e — i s  a
triumphant  moment
that  resonates  deeply
when  heard.  It  is  the
sound  of  a  mother
finally  seeing her  quiet
daughter and choosing
genuine  connection
over  performative
appreciation.

Dee
(Wangero
)
D e e  i s  a  c o m p l e x
character. She is not a
v i l la in ,  but  she  i s
deeply  flawed.  The
Everyday  Use  by

Alice  Walker  audio
r e c o r d i n g  o f t e n
portrays  her  with  a
voice  that  is  bright,
assertive,  and  slightly
a g g r e s s i v e .  H e r
p ronunc i a t i on  o f
"Wangero" is crisp, her
laughter is  sharp,  and
her compliments often
feel  like  insults.  The
a u d i o  m a k e s  i t
explicitly  clear  that
Dee  views  her  family
as a tourist attraction.
She  wants  the  churn
top  for  a  centerpiece,
not for churning butter.
The sound of her voice
as  she  insists  that
M a g g i e  c a n n o t
appreciate the quilts is
condescending  and
elitist.  Hearing  this
makes  the  listener’s
frustration  with  Dee
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
personal.
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Maggie
Maggie  is  the  quiet
soul  of  the  family.
Scarred  from a  house
fire,  she  is  physically
and emotionally  timid.
In  an  Everyday  Use
by  A l i ce  Walker
a u d i o  v e r s i o n ,
Maggie’s voice is often
low, hesitant, and filled
w i t h  a  d e e p ,
unexpressed  pain.
When she speaks, it is
a  revelation.  Her  offer
to give Dee the quilts
i s  hea r tb reak ing
because  the  listener
c a n  h e a r  t h e
res ignat ion  in  her
voice.  She  is  used  to
losing;  she is  used to
l e t t i n g  D e e  h a v e
everything. This makes
Mama’s  decision  to
defy Dee and give the
quilts to Maggie all the
more  powerful.  The
a u d i o  c a p t u r e s
Maggie’s  surprised

s i l e n c e  a n d  t h e
subsequent  smile  that
spreads  across  her
face,  a  moment  of
pure,  earned  joy.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS:
USING THE AUDIO
IN EDUCATION
AND LEISURE

For
Students
and
Teachers
If you are an educator
teaching  American
l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e
Everyday  Use  by
Alice Walker audio is
a  p e d a g o g i c a l
goldmine.  Listening  to
the  story  as  a  class
a l l o w s  f o r  g r o u p
analysis  of  tone  and
inference. Ask students
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t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e
narrator’s voice in the
opening  paragraphs.
How does the narrator
feel  about  her  body?
About  her  daughters?
The  audio  provides
clues  that  the  text
sometimes  hides.
Furthermore, the story
is  short  enough to be
played in a single class
period. It is perfect for
teach ing  l i te ra ry
devices such as irony,
symbolism,  and  point
of  v iew.  The  audio
format  helps  auditory
learners  grasp  the
m a t e r i a l  m o r e
effectively  than  silent
reading  alone.

For
Audioboo
k

Enthusias
ts
For  those  who  simply
love a good story, the
Everyday  Use  by
Alice Walker audio is
a perfect short listen. It
is  often  included  in
collections of  Walker’s
short  stories,  such  as
"In  Love  &  Trouble:
S t o r i e s  o f  B l a c k
W o m e n . "  T h e s e
c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e
frequently narrated by
talented  voice  artists
who bring a full range
of emotion to the work.
Listening  during  a
commute  or  whi le
d o i n g  h o u s e h o l d
chores allows the story
to  wash  over  you,
making  the  final
confrontation over  the
quilts  a  truly  visceral
experience.
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WHERE TO FIND
"EVERYDAY USE"

IN AUDIO FORMAT

Finding  a  high-quality
Everyday  Use  by
Alice  Walker  audio
recording is easier than
ever.  The  story  is  a
staple  of  l iterature
anthologies  and  is
t he re fo re  w ide l y
available.

Audiobook
Platforms:
Services like
Audible, Apple
Books, and
Google Play
Books often
include
"Everyday Use"
in collections of
Alice Walker’s
short stories or in
larger
anthologies of
American
literature.
Library Apps:
Free apps like
Libby or Hoopla,

which connect to
your local library
card, frequently
have this story
available for
streaming or
download.
YouTube and
Podcasts: Many
universities and
public radio
stations have
released free
recordings of
"Everyday Use."
These are often
narrated by
professional
actors or literary
scholars. A
simple search for
Everyday Use
by Alice Walker
audio will yield
several free
options, though it
is worth checking
the quality of the
narration before
committing to a
full listen.
Academic
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Databases: If
you are a
student, your
school’s library
database (like
JSTOR or Project
MUSE) may have
audio recordings
associated with
the text.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF A HEARD
STORY

Alice  Walker  wrote
"Everyday  Use"  over
fifty  years  ago,  yet  its
questions  about  race,
identity,  education,
and  fami ly  remain
startlingly  relevant.
The story challenges us
to ask what  we value
and who gets to define
"heritage."  While  the
w r i t t e n  t e x t  i s  a
treasure  of  American
literature,  seeking  out

the Everyday Use by
Alice  Walker  audio
v e r s i o n  a d d s  a n
irreplaceable  layer  of
understanding.  I t
transforms  symbols
into sounds, characters
into  living,  breathing
people,  and  conflict
into a palpable tension
that hangs in the air.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
hearing  the  quiver  in
Maggie’s  voice as she
offers  to  give  up  the
quilts, the sharpness in
Dee’s  demand  for
"art,"  or  the  firm,
l ov i ng  r e so l ve  i n
Mama’s  final  refusal,
t h e  a u d i o  f o r m a t
invites  you  into  the
story in a way that is
uniquely  immersive.  It
reminds us that  these
stories were born from
oral  traditions—tales
told  around  fires,  on
p o r c h e s ,  a n d  i n
kitchens


