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PLAN YOUR VISIT: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM HOURS

Nestled in the heart of Jerusalem, the Bible Lands Museum is a
cultural treasure that offers visitors a journey through the ancient
civilizations that shaped the biblical world. Whether you are a
history enthusiast, a pilgrim, or a curious traveler, understanding
the Bible Lands Museum hours is essential to making the most
of your experience. This guide provides a thorough overview of
the  museum’s  opening  times,  seasonal  variations,  special
schedules, and practical tips to ensure your visit is smooth and
memorable.

Why the Bible Lands
Museum Deserves a Spot
on Your Itinerary
The Bible Lands Museum is renowned for its vast collection of
artifacts from Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, and the Holy Land,
spanning thousands of years. Visitors can explore galleries that
illuminate daily life, religion, and trade in the ancient Near East.
The museum’s unique focus on the context of the Bible makes it
a must-see attraction for anyone interested in archaeology or
biblical history.
Given the museum’s popularity among locals and tourists alike,
knowing the exact Bible Lands Museum hours before you go
can  save  you  from  disappointment.  The  museum  adjusts  its
schedule during Israeli holidays, weekends, and special events,
so it pays to plan ahead.

STANDARD BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM HOURS
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

The  museum  generally  operates  under  a  consistent  weekly
schedule,  though  it’s  always  wise  to  confirm  before  visiting,
especially during holiday seasons. Below are the typical opening
times:

Sunday through Thursday
On weekdays, the Bible Lands Museum hours are usually from
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The last admission is typically one hour
before  closing.  These  hours  allow ample  time to  explore  the
permanent collection and any temporary exhibitions.

Friday and Holiday Eves
On Fridays  and days  preceding  Jewish  holidays,  the  museum
often  closes  earlier.  Standard  Friday  Bible  Lands  Museum
hours  are from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  (last  entry at  1:00
p.m.).  Note that during winter months,  these times may shift
slightly, so checking the official website is recommended.

Saturday (Shabbat)
The museum is closed on Saturday (the Jewish Sabbath) for
most of the year. However, there are occasional special openings
during specific weekends or events. If you are in Jerusalem for a
Saturday,  you  may  need  to  plan  your  visit  for  another  day.
Always  double-check  the  Bible  Lands  Museum  hours  for
Saturday during your travel period.

HOLIDAY AND SEASONAL ADJUSTMENTS TO MUSEUM
HOURS

Israel observes several religious and national holidays that affect
public  attractions.  The  Bible  Lands  Museum  hours  often
change during these periods. Understanding these adjustments
can help you avoid arriving at a closed door.

Jewish High Holidays
During Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot, the museum
either closes entirely or  operates on a reduced schedule.  For
example,  the  museum  may  be  closed  on  the  eve  of  Rosh
Hashanah and on Yom Kippur  itself.  On intermediate days of
Sukkot, the museum sometimes opens with regular hours, but it’s
best to verify.

Passover and Hanukkah
During  Passover  week,  the  museum  may  open  on  Sundays
through Thursdays with standard hours, but Fridays and the first
and last days of the holiday often see closures. Similarly, during
Hanukkah,  there  may  be  extended  evening  hours  or  special
family  programs.  Again,  checking  the  specific  Bible  Lands
Museum  hours  for  those  weeks  is  crucial.

Summer and Winter
Variations
In the summer (June to August), the museum sometimes extends
its hours on certain days to accommodate tourists. Winter hours
may shorten  on  Friday  afternoons  due  to  early  sunsets.  The
museum’s website always publishes the most current schedule.

HOW TO CHECK THE MOST UP-TO-DATE BIBLE LANDS
MUSEUM HOURS

While the general schedule is reliable, last-minute changes can
occur  due  to  private  events,  maintenance,  or  unforeseen
circumstances.  Here  are  the  best  ways  to  confirm  the  Bible
Lands  Museum  hours  for  your  visit:

Official Website: The museum’s homepage features a
“Visit” or “Hours” section with a detailed calendar. Look for
a downloadable PDF of opening times.
Phone Call: Call the museum directly at +972-2-561-1066.
The staff usually speak English and can confirm hours for
specific dates.
Email Inquiry: Send an email to info@blmj.org. Expect a
response within a day.
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Social Media: The museum posts updates on Facebook
and Instagram, especially for holiday closures or special
extended hours.
Third-Party Listings: Sites like Google Maps or
TripAdvisor often list Bible Lands Museum hours, but
they can be outdated. Always cross-reference with the
official source.

TIPS FOR PLANNING YOUR VISIT AROUND THE
MUSEUM’S OPENING HOURS

Knowing the Bible Lands Museum hours  is  just  the first  step.
To have an enriching experience, consider the following practical
advice:

Arrive Early to Beat Crowds
The museum is a favorite destination for school groups and tour
buses.  Arriving right when it  opens at  9:30 a.m. gives you a
quieter atmosphere and better access to popular exhibits. Early
mornings  are  also  ideal  for  photography  without  throngs  of
people.

Allocate Sufficient Time
Most  visitors  spend  between  two  to  four  hours  touring  the
museum. The permanent collection alone contains thousands of
artifacts. If you plan to see the rotating gallery, attend a lecture,
or use the audio guide, budget a full morning or afternoon. Since
the museum closes at 5:30 p.m. on weekdays, a late arrival may
leave you rushed.

Consider Guided Tours
The  museum  offers  guided  tours  in  English  and  Hebrew.  Tours
are  typically  scheduled  at  specific  times,  so  check  the  Bible
Lands Museum hours for your chosen date to ensure you can
attend  a  tour.  The  tours  last  about  90  minutes  and  provide
profound insights into the exhibits.

Check for Special Evening
Events
Occasionally, the museum hosts evening events such as lectures,
concerts,  or  wine tastings.  These events  often have separate
Bible Lands Museum hours extending into the night. If you are
interested, look for a “Special Events” section on the website.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARRIVE OUTSIDE OF MUSEUM
HOURS

Even if you cannot visit during the regular Bible Lands Museum
hours,  you  are  not  without  options.  The  museum’s  grounds
feature a pleasant garden and a cafe that may be accessible
before  or  after  closing  (check  with  staff).  Additionally,  the
museum shop sells books and replicas even during limited hours.
If  you  find  yourself  with  time  before  opening  or  after  closing,
consider  exploring  the  nearby  Israel  Museum or  the  Knesset
(Israeli Parliament) grounds, both within walking distance.

Nearby Attractions to

Complement Your Visit
Since  the  Bible  Lands  Museum  is  located  in  the  Givat  Ram
neighborhood of  Jerusalem, you can easily combine your visit
with other landmarks. Plan your day so that the Bible Lands
Museum hours fit seamlessly with other stops:

Israel Museum: Just a 10-minute walk away. It opens
earlier (usually 10 a.m.) and has different hours, so check
both schedules.
Supreme Court of Israel: Free guided tours are available
in English on certain days.
Bloomfield Science Museum: Great for families, with
different hours especially on Fridays.
Valley of the Cross Monastery: A serene spot near the
museum, open daily but with limited visiting times.

Coordinate the opening times of all attractions to maximize your
time. For example, visit the Bible Lands Museum first thing in the
morning, then walk to the Israel Museum after lunch.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT BIBLE LANDS
MUSEUM HOURS

To further assist  your planning, here are answers to common
queries related to the museum’s schedule:

Is the museum open on
Sundays?
Yes,  the  museum  is  open  on  Sundays  (regular  weekdays  in
Israel). Sunday hours are the same as Monday through Thursday:
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The Bible Lands Museum hours  on
Sundays are consistent throughout the year except for holidays.

Can I visit on Friday
afternoon?
During  standard  time,  the  museum  closes  at  2:00  p.m.  on
Fridays. In winter, it may close earlier. If you arrive after 1:30
p.m., you will likely not have enough time to see the exhibits.
Plan for a morning visit on Fridays.

What about entrance fees?
Are they affected by hours?
Entrance fees are consistent regardless of time, but the museum
sometimes  offers  reduced  rates  in  the  last  hour  of  operation.
However, a truncated visit  may not be worthwhile for the full
experience. Check for any “Happy Hour” discounts directly with
staff.

Is photography allowed
during all hours?
Photography without flash is  generally permitted throughout the
museum.  However,  some  temporary  exhibitions  may  restrict
photography. Always ask at the entrance.
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Are there days when the
museum is completely
closed?
Yes,  the  museum  is  closed  on  Yom  Kippur,  the  first  day  of
Passover,  and occasionally  on other major  holidays.  It  is  also
closed on Saturdays (Shabbat) for most of the year. Verify the
Bible  Lands  Museum  hours  for  your  specific  dates  to  avoid
closures.

PLAN YOUR TRIP WITH CONFIDENCE

Visiting the Bible Lands Museum is a rewarding experience that
transports  you  deep  into  the  ancient  world.  By  familiarizing
yourself with the Bible Lands Museum hours, you can avoid
frustrating  surprises  and  make  the  most  of  your  time  in
Jerusalem.  Whether  you  are  a  local  looking  for  a  cultural
afternoon or a tourist with a packed schedule, a little advance
planning ensures a smooth visit.
Remember  to  check  the  official  website  one  or  two  days  before
your intended visit.  Holidays and special  events can shift  the
Bible  Lands  Museum  hours  unexpectedly.  If  you  have
flexibility, try to visit on a weekday morning when the museum is

quieter and the staff can give you more personalized attention.
Once inside, allow the artifacts to tell their stories. From ancient
pottery  to  cuneiform tablets,  each  piece  adds  depth  to  your
understanding of the Bible’s historical and cultural context. The
museum’s thoughtful layout guides you chronologically through
different civilizations, making it easy to follow along at your own
pace.
After your tour, relax at the museum’s cafe or take a stroll in the
sculpture garden.  The peaceful  setting is  a  lovely  way to  reflect
on what you have seen. If you have purchased tickets online, you
can bypass the ticket line and head directly to the entrance,
saving more time to explore.

CONCLUSION

Knowing  the  Bible  Lands  Museum  hours  is  the  key  to
unlocking an unforgettable journey into the ancient Near East.
With regular Sunday–Thursday hours from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
early  Friday  closes,  and  Saturday  closures,  the  schedule  is
generally  straightforward—but  holiday  variations  demand
attention. By double-checking the official schedule, arriving early,
and planning your route to nearby attractions, you can enjoy a
seamless and insightful visit. The Bible Lands Museum is more
than a  collection  of  artifacts;  it  is  a  bridge  to  the  past  that
enriches every traveler’s understanding of history and faith. Take
the time to plan, and you will leave with memories that last a
lifetime.


