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UNLOCK YOUR INNER ARTIST: A COMPLETE GUIDE ON
HOW TO DRAW SPONGEBOB AND PATRICK

Do  you  remember  the  laughter,  the  jellyfishing  trips,  and  the
unforgettable Krabby Patties? SpongeBob SquarePants and his
best friend Patrick Star have been staples of animated comedy
for over two decades. Their simple yet expressive designs make
them perfect subjects for beginners and seasoned artists alike.
Whether you are looking for a fun weekend project, a way to
teach a child the basics of drawing, or simply want to revisit a
piece of your childhood, learning how to draw SpongeBob and
Patrick is a rewarding journey. This step-by-step guide will break
down the process into easy, manageable steps, ensuring that by
the  end,  you  will  have  two  of  Bikini  Bottom’s  most  beloved
residents on your page.

Essential Tools to Get
Started
Before diving into the details of drawing these characters, you
need the right equipment. The beauty of this drawing tutorial is
that it requires very little. A standard No. 2 pencil, an eraser, and
some paper are perfectly fine for practice. However, if you want a
cleaner,  more  professional  look,  consider  using  a  fine-tipped
black marker for the final outline and colored pencils or markers
to bring SpongeBob and Patrick to life. A ruler is optional but can
help keep SpongeBob’s square body truly square. As you follow
this step-by-step guide, remember that sketching lightly at first
will make erasing mistakes much easier.

PART 1: HOW TO DRAW SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS

SpongeBob’s design is deceptively simple. Getting his proportions
right—specifically  his  large  eyes,  wide  smile,  and  rectangular
shape—is key to capturing his optimistic personality. Follow these
steps carefully.

Step 1: The Square
Foundation
Start by drawing a large, slightly curved rectangle in the center of
your paper. Do not make the lines perfectly straight; a subtle
wave will give his body more character. The rectangle should be
taller  than it  is  wide (about a 3:2 ratio).  This is  SpongeBob’s
torso. Below this rectangle, sketch two short, thick cylinders for
legs. At the end of each leg, draw a small oval or rounded square
for his shoes. Remember, his shoes are black with white cuffs and
a small white highlight.

Step 2: Adding the Big Eyes
and Nose
Inside the top half  of  your  rectangle,  draw two large circles.
These are his eyes. They should be about one-third the width of

the rectangle each, with a space between them roughly the width
of one circle. Inside each eye, draw a smaller circle for the iris
(typically blue or light blue) and an even smaller dot for the pupil.
SpongeBob’s pupils are usually looking straight ahead or slightly
to the side. Right below the space between his eyes, draw a long,
slightly  curved  line  that  ends  in  a  small  circle—this  is  his
prominent nose.

Step 3: The Signature Smile
and Cheeks
Now for his iconic grin. Draw a wide, wavy horizontal line across
the lower part of his face. This line should curve upward at the
ends.  Add  three  vertical  lines  on  each  side  of  the  smile  to
represent his cheek dimples. To make him look cheerful, draw
two oval-shaped cheeks directly under his eyes on either side of
his nose. These cheeks are usually a darker yellow or orange.

Step 4: The Details That
Define Him

Pores and Spots: SpongeBob has a porous surface. Add
small, irregular ovals across his body. Do not overdo
it—about five to seven spots placed randomly is enough.
Also add a few tiny dots inside the spots for texture.
Eyelashes: On top of each large eye, draw three short,
thick eyelashes pointing outward and slightly upward.
Mouth and Teeth: Inside his wide smile, draw a horizontal
line for the mouth opening. Then add two prominent front
teeth in the center. You can also add a small tongue below
the teeth.
Collars and Tie: At the top of his square body, draw a
white collar from his shirt. It is a simple V-shape. Below
that, draw a small triangle for his red tie. Add a few lines to
give the tie some folds.

Step 5: Arms and Hands
SpongeBob has thin, noodle-like arms. Draw one arm extending
outward or upward, and the other hanging down. At the end of
each arm, draw a small oval for his hand. Add four short, straight
lines  on  each  hand  for  fingers.  Do  not  forget  his  shirt
sleeves—draw two small half-circles on his shoulders where the
arms attach.

Step 6: The SquarePants
and Belt
Below  his  body,  draw  a  thin  rectangle  for  his  belt.  Add  a
rectangular buckle in the center. His actual pants are brown, but
the belt and buckle are the key visual indicators. Draw a straight
line across his waist. Then draw two short legs extending down
from  the  pants.  Finally,  sketch  his  black  shoes  with  white
highlights.
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PART 2: HOW TO DRAW PATRICK STAR

Patrick  is  the  perfect  counterbalance  to  SpongeBob—round,
relaxed, and slightly clueless. His drawing process is even simpler
than SpongeBob’s, focusing on soft curves and minimal details.

Step 7: The Starfish Shape
Begin by drawing a large, irregular circle. This will be Patrick’s
body. It does not need to be perfectly round; a slightly squashed
shape adds to his laid-back look. Then, draw five stubby, rounded
triangles  extending  outward  from  the  body—like  a  starfish,  but
with very short and wide points. Two of these points on the top
sides will be his arms, two on the lower sides will be his legs, and
one at the bottom will be his tail. The top point of the starfish is
actually his head, which we will shape separately.

Step 8: Shaping the Head
and Face
Patrick’s head is not really a separate part; it is the top, slightly
wider lobe of his starfish body. Draw two large oval eyes near the
top  of  his  body,  close  together.  He  usually  has  a  sleepy  or
surprised expression. Draw a small, curved line for his nose (a
simple upside-down U). Below the nose, draw a wide zigzag line
for his open mouth when he is smiling, or a simple upward curve
for a calm expression. His mouth should take up a good portion of
the lower half of his face.

Step 9: Adding Patrick’s
Unique Details

Belly Button: Patrick has a prominent belly button. Draw a
small, vertical oval in the center of his body, just below his
face.
Brow Lines: He has thick, visible eyebrows. Draw two
horizontal lines above his eyes. For a confused look, draw
one eyebrow higher than the other.
Pants: Patrick wears green flower-print shorts. Draw a
horizontal line across his waist (about halfway down his
body). Below that line, draw a series of small, irregular
circles or blobs to represent the flowers on his shorts. Do
not try to make them perfect—randomness is his style.
Arm and Leg Details: Unlike SpongeBob, Patrick’s arms
and legs are just the points of his starfish body. You can
add two small curved lines on his hands to suggest fingers,
but it is not necessary. Often, Patrick’s hands look like
rounded nubs.

Step 10: Final Touches and
Expression
Patrick’s charm lies in his simplicity. Add a few small dimples to
his cheeks if he is grinning widely. His head (the top point) can
have a slight curve. If you want to show him wearing his “thinking
cap,” draw a simple rectangular shape on his head—he often
imagines himself as a genius with a graduation cap. Alternatively,
you can keep him bare-headed, which is his classic look.

BRINGING THEM TOGETHER: COMPOSITION AND
BACKGROUNDS

Now that you know how to draw each character individually, try
placing  them  together  in  one  scene.  SpongeBob  is  typically
standing on the left or right, with Patrick next to him. Consider
their  height  difference:  SpongeBob  is  taller  and  leaner,  while
Patrick is wider and shorter. Use this contrast to create dynamic
poses.  For example,  have SpongeBob pointing enthusiastically
while  Patrick  looks  puzzled.  Add  a  few  simple  background
elements like a piece of coral, a jellyfish, or the iconic pineapple
house in the distance. Keep the background light and sketchy so
the characters remain the focus of your cartoon drawing.

Coloring Your Bikini Bottom
Duo
Adding color is where the magic happens. Use a bright, sunny
yellow for SpongeBob’s body. Do not forget the tiny red tie and
brown pants. For Patrick, use a soft pinkish-coral for his body. His
shorts should be a lime green with bright pink or yellow flowers.
SpongeBob’s  eyes  are  sky  blue,  while  Patrick’s  are  usually  a
darker  blue  or  gray.  Stick  to  the  official  color  palette  for  a
recognizable look, but feel free to experiment with shades for a
personal  touch.  Always  outline  the  final  drawing  with  a  black
marker  before  coloring  to  keep  the  lines  crisp.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

Even with a comprehensive guide, beginners often run into a
few pitfalls.  One of the most common is making SpongeBob’s
body too square. Remember that his body should have a gentle,
organic  curve—he is  a  sea sponge,  after  all.  For  Patrick,  the
biggest error is making his star points too long or too thin, which
makes  him  look  like  a  regular  starfish  rather  than  the  lovable
lump he is. Keep his body and limbs short and chunky. Also, be
careful with spacing. SpongeBob’s eyes are large but should not
touch each other; leave a gap for his nose. Finally, do not rush.
This art tutorial is meant to be relaxing and fun. Take your time
with each stroke.

ADVANCED TIPS FOR EXPERIENCED ARTISTS

If you already have basic drawing skills, you can elevate your
SpongeBob and Patrick illustrations by focusing on character
expression  and  dynamics.  Try  drawing  them  in  different
poses—SpongeBob holding a jellyfish net, Patrick eating a Krabby
Patty, or both of them laughing. Use lines of action to guide the
flow  of  their  bodies.  For  example,  an  S-curve  through
SpongeBob’s body can make him look more animated. Patrick’s
simplicity  allows  for  exaggerated  facial  expressions:  raise  his
eyebrows high, drop his jaw low, or scrunch his eyes shut in
laughter.  You  can  also  experiment  with  shading.  Use  a  light
source from one corner  to  add depth to  SpongeBob’s  square
shape and Patrick’s round form. Adding a drop shadow beneath
them will ground the characters on the page.

WHY THESE CHARACTERS ARE PERFECT FOR
PRACTICE

SpongeBob and  Patrick  are  ideal  for  artists  of  all  skill  levels
because  they  combine  basic  geometry  (squares,  circles,
triangles) with expressive features. Mastering them teaches you
fundamental  principles  like  proportion,  symmetry,  and  facial
expression. Furthermore, the simplicity of their design means you
can  focus  on  the  emotional  core  of  the  characters—joy,
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friendship, and a touch of absurdity. As you learn how to draw
SpongeBob and Patrick, you are not just copying lines; you are
learning how to capture a personality with minimal strokes. This
skill transfers directly to drawing more complex characters later
on, from other cartoons to realistic portraits.

Building a Portfolio of Bikini
Bottom
Once you are comfortable with these two, challenge yourself to
add  other  characters.  Draw  Squidward’s  long,  sad  face,  Mr.
Krabs’s  sideways  eyes,  or  Sandy’s  astronaut  helmet.  Each
character  shares  the  same  world  but  uses  different
shapes—triangles for Squidward’s nose, ovals for Krabs, circles

for  Sandy.  By  expanding  your  repertoire,  you  will  develop  a
versatile  drawing style.  You can even create your own comic
strips  or  greeting  cards  featuring  your  favorite  underwater
friends. The key is to keep practicing and to have fun with the
process.

CONCLUSION

Drawing SpongeBob SquarePants and Patrick Star is more than
just a nostalgic pastime—it is a delightful way to sharpen your
artistic  skills  while reconnecting with two of  animation’s most
beloved characters. By following this detailed guide, you have
learned to break down complex shapes into simple steps, master
proportions,  and  add  the  unique  details  that  define  each
personality. Whether you use a pencil, pen, or digital tablet, the
same principles apply: keep it loose, focus on expression, and
enjoy the creative process. So grab your


