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BUILDING A STRONG
FOUNDATION IN MATHEMATICS:
EXPLORING THE SAXON MATH 7
6 STUDENT EDITION

For many students, the transition from
elementary arithmetic to more abstract
mathematical  concepts  can  feel  like  a
daunting  leap.  Parents  and  educators
alike search for curricula that not only
teach  procedures  but  also  cultivate  a
genuine,  lasting  understanding  of

mathematical  principles.  For  decades,
one  name  has  s tood  ou t  i n  the
homeschooling and traditional education
communities  for  its  unique,  rigorous
approach:  Saxon  Math.  Among  its
celebrated lineup, the Saxon Math 7 6
Student  Edition  holds  a  particularly
strategic  place.  Designed  for  students
who  have  completed  a  standard  fifth  or
sixth-grade  math  program or  who  are
ready  to  solidify  their  skills  before
moving into pre-algebra, this textbook is
more than just a collection of problems.
It  is  a  carefully  structured  system for
building mathematical maturity.
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In this article, we will take an in-depth
look at the Saxon Math 7 6 Student
Edition,  exploring  its  methodology,
content,  target  audience,  and  why  it
remains a top choice for those seeking a
thorough,  incremental  approach  to
learning.  Whether  you  are  a  parent
selecting a curriculum for next year or a
teacher  looking  for  effective  classroom
resources,  understanding  the  structure
of this textbook is essential for making
an informed decision.

WHAT IS THE SAXON MATH 7 6
STUDENT EDITION?

To  understand  the  Saxon  Math  7  6
Student  Edition,  it  is  helpful  to  first
grasp the Saxon philosophy. Saxon Math
is famous for its use of an "incremental
development"  model.  Instead  of

present ing  a  top ic  in  a  s ing le ,
concentrated unit, the curriculum breaks
concepts down into smaller, manageable
pieces. These pieces are introduced one
at a time, and then they are reviewed,
revisited, and built upon throughout the
year.  This  is  a stark contrast  to many
modern  math  programs,  which  might
cover a topic fully in a chapter and then
move on, rarely to be seen again until a
final exam.
The  "7/6"  designation  is  intentional.  It
indicates that the book is designed for a
student who is  advanced for  the sixth
grade or who is on-level for the seventh
grade.  In  short,  it  bridges  the  gap
between basic arithmetic and the more
formal world of pre-algebra. The Saxon
Math  7  6  Student  Edition  assumes
the student already has a solid grasp of
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multiplication tables and basic division.
From there, it takes them on a journey
through  fractions,  decimals,  percents,
geometry,  measurement,  and  an
introduction  to  algebraic  thinking.

Target Audience:
Who Should Use
This Book?
Determining the right placement for this
textbook  is  critical  for  success.  The
Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition  is
typically used by:

Advanced 6th graders: Students
who have completed a strong 5th-
grade math program and are

ready for a challenge.
On-level 7th graders: Students
who are at grade level and need a
comprehensive, year-long
curriculum that prepares them for
Algebra 1 or Saxon 8/7.
Students who need a solid
review: Older students who may
have gaps in their foundational
knowledge and need a rigorous,
thorough review before tackling
higher-level math.

The  book  is  written  directly  to  the
student,  which  makes  it  highly  effective
for  independent  learning.  However,
parental or instructor involvement is still
recommended, particularly for the initial
teaching  of  new  concepts  and  for
grading  the  daily  assessments.
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THE POWER OF INCREMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT AND SPIRAL
REVIEW

The single most defining characteristic of
the Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition
is  its  relentless  commitment  to  spiral
review.  In  a  typical  lesson,  a  student
might  learn  about  dividing  fractions.
However, the homework assignment for
that lesson will also include problems on
adding  decimals,  converting  percents,
and finding the area of a rectangle. This
is  not  a  random  assortment;  it  is  a
deliberate strategy.
Why Spiral Review Works:

Retention: By constantly
revisiting past concepts, the
information is moved from short-

term memory to long-term
memory. This prevents the "learn
it, forget it, re-learn it for the final
exam" cycle.
Mastery: Students cannot simply
memorize a procedure for a test
and then forget it. They must
demonstrate consistent
competence throughout the year.
Confidence: Every problem set
contains a mix of easy review
problems and challenging new
material. This gives the student a
sense of accomplishment as they
realize they have mastered
concepts from weeks or months
ago.

While  some  critics  argue  that  spiral
review  is  repetitive,  advocates—and
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millions  of  successful  students—would
argue that it is the very mechanism that
ensures  true  fluency.  The  Saxon  Math
7  6  Student  Edition  trusts  that  the
student will learn a concept better over
time through repeated exposure, rather
than  through  intense,  short-term
cramming.

INSIDE THE SAXON MATH 7 6
STUDENT EDITION: A LOOK AT
THE CONTENT

The book is dense with content. It is not
a  thin,  glossy  workbook  filled  with
colorful pictures. It is a serious textbook
that treats the student with respect for
their ability to learn. The Saxon Math 7
6 Student Edition typically covers the
following major domains:

Number Sense
and Operations
A  significant  portion  of  the  text  is
dedicated  to  deepening  the  student's
understanding  of  numbers.  This  goes
beyond  simple  computation.  Students
work extensively with:

Fractions and mixed numbers
(addition, subtraction,
multiplication, division,
simplification).
Decimals (place value, operations,
rounding).
Percents (converting to fractions
and decimals, finding percent of a
number).
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Factors and multiples (GCF, LCM,
prime factorization).
Integers (an introduction to
negative numbers and their
operations).

Geometry and
Measurement
The geometry covered is  practical  and
foundational. Students learn to calculate:

Perimeter, area, and volume of
basic shapes.
Lines, angles, and polygons.
Customary and metric
measurement systems (including
unit conversions).
Introduction to pi and the

circumference of a circle.

Algebraic
Thinking and
Functions
This is where the "7/6" level truly begins
to  prepare  students  for  higher  math.
Concepts include:

Order of operations (PEMDAS).
Simplifying algebraic expressions.
Solving simple one-step and two-
step equations.
Graphing ordered pairs on a
coordinate plane.
Understanding patterns and
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sequences.

Data, Statistics,
and Probability
Students  learn to  work with real-world
data through:

Reading and creating bar graphs,
line graphs, and pie charts.
Calculating mean, median, mode,
and range.
Basic probability of single and
compound events.

Each  of  these  topics  is  introduced
incrementally. A student might first learn
to  find  the  average  of  a  data  set  in
Lesson 40, but they will still be reviewing

that  skill  in  Lesson  100.  This  layered
approach ensures that by the end of the
book ,  the  s tudent  has  a  deep ,
interconnected  web  of  mathematical
knowledge.

THE DAILY STRUCTURE OF A
LESSON

One of the reasons the Saxon Math 7 6
Student  Edition  is  so  effective  is  its
predictable  and  consistent  daily
structure.  This  routine  helps  students
know  what  to  expect  and  reduces
anxiety.  A  typical  day  looks  like  this:

1. The Lesson
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(Fact Meeting
and Teaching)
Each  lesson  begins  with  a  brief  "Fact
Sheet" or mental math exercise to warm
up the brain. Then, the parent or teacher
presents the new concept for the day.
The  textbook  provides  clear,  concise
explanations and examples. This is not a
"discovery"  method;  i t  is  direct
instruction,  which  research  shows  is
highly  effective  for  mathematics.

2. The Problem

Set (The
"Homework")
This is the heart of the spiral review. A
standard  problem  set  in  the  Saxon
Math  7  6  Student  Edition  contains
approximately  25  to  30  problems.
Usually,  only  the  first  few  problems  are
on  the  new  concept  introduced  in
today's  lesson.  The  remaining  20+
problems are a carefully curated review
o f  c o n c e p t s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s
lessons—some from the beginning of the
year,  some from last  week,  and some
from yesterday. This is not busy work; it
is the mechanism that builds retention.
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3. The Tests and
Assessments
The  program  inc ludes  regu lar ,
cumulative  tests.  After  every  five
lessons, there is a test. This test covers
everything the student has learned up to
that point. Because of the spiral review,
students  rarely  find  these  tests  to  be
surprising.  They  have  been  practicing
the  mater ia l  da i ly .  Th is  bu i lds
tremendous test-taking confidence.

WHY CHOOSE THE SAXON MATH
7 6 STUDENT EDITION?

In  a  market  flooded  with  colorful,
technology-driven  math  programs,  the
Saxon approach can seem old-fashioned.

However,  its  track  record  speaks  for
itself. Here are some compelling reasons
why educators and parents continue to
choose this edition:

Academic Rigor
The Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition
is  challenging. It  does not dumb down
the material. Students who complete this
book  are  genuinely  well-prepared  for
pre-a lgebra  and  Algebra  1.  The
vocabulary is precise, and the problems
require critical thinking, not just pattern
matching.

Independence
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and
Accountability
Because  the  book  is  written  to  the
student,  it  encourages  independent
learning. A student can read the lesson,
look at the examples, and attempt the
work.  This  builds  self-reliance  and
discipline—skills that are just as valuable
as the math itself. The grading process
(which is usually done by the parent or
instructor)  provides  immediate
accountabil ity.

Proven Results in

Test Scores
Numerous studies and anecdotal reports
suggest that students using Saxon Math
consistently score well  on standardized
tests. The constant review ensures that
they  do  not  forget  key  concepts.  For
parents who are concerned about state
assessments or college entrance exams,
the Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition
provides a reliable path to success.

Minimal Parent
Preparation Time
For busy homeschooling parents, this is
a significant advantage. You do not need
to create your own worksheets, design



Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition 11

11

r e v i e w  g a m e s ,  o r  s e a r c h  f o r
supplemental  materials.  The  lesson
script is in the book, the problem set is
ready, and the test is provided. It is a
complete,  open-and-go  program.  The
Saxon  Math  7  6  Student  Edition
comes with a full Solutions Manual (sold
separately)  that  shows  every  step  to
solve  every  problem,  making  grading
straightforward even if math is not your
strongest subject.

POTENTIAL DRAWBACKS AND
HOW TO ADDRESS THEM

No curriculum is perfect for every child.
It  is  important  to  acknowledge  the
criticisms of the Saxon approach so that
you can make an informed decision.

Repetition and
Boredom
Some  students  find  the  spiral  review
tedious. They may feel that they have
already mastered a concept and do not
want  to  keep reviewing it.  To address
this,  parents  can  sometimes  allow  a
student to skip the review problems on
concepts where they have consistently
scored  100%  on  tests.  However,  the
gene ra l  adv i ce  i s  t o  t r u s t  t he
process—review  is  what  ensures  long-
term retention.
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Lack of Visual
Engagement
The Saxon Math 7 6 Student Edition
is  not  flashy.  It  is  primarily  black  and
white  with  simple  diagrams.  For  a
student who is a highly visual learner or
who  requires  high-interest  graphics  to
stay engaged, this can be a challenge.
Supp lement ing  w i th  hands -on
manipulatives  (like  fraction  tiles  or
geometric shapes) or online videos can
help bridge this gap.

Pacing
The lessons are dense.  Some students
may  find  it  difficult  to  complete  a  full

lesson and problem set in a single day. It
is  perfectly  acceptable  to  stretch  a
lesson over two days,  especially if  the
new concept is particularly challenging.
The key is to maintain the daily habit of
doing some math, not to rush through
the book.

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF
THE SAXON MATH 7 6 STUDENT
EDITION

Success  with  this  curriculum  requires
consistency.  Here  are  a  few  best
p r a c t i c e s  f o r  m a x i m i z i n g  i t s
effectiveness:

Do all the problems. It is1.
tempting to skip problems, but
every problem in the set serves a
purpose. If a student can
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consistently do the review problems correctly, the new
material will be easier


