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UNDERSTANDING THE AARP
PAPER APPLICATION PROCESS

For decades, AARP (formerly known as
the  American  Association  of  Retired
Persons) has been a trusted resource for
people  aged  50  and  older,  offering
advocacy, community, and a wide range
of  member  benefits.  While  the  digital
age has made many services available
online,  a  significant  number  of
individuals  still  prefer  traditional
methods for signing up. This is where the
Aarp  Paper  Application  becomes
essent ia l .  Whether  you  are  not
comfortable  with  online  forms,  lack
reliable internet access, or simply like to
have a physical copy for your records,
the  paper  application  provides  a
straightforward, offline way to become a
member.  In  this  comprehensive  guide,
we will explore everything you need to
know about the AARP paper application,
from where to obtain it to tips for filling it
out correctly.

WHAT IS AN AARP PAPER
APPLICATION?

The  Aarp  Paper  Application  is  a
physical form that allows individuals to
enroll  in  AARP  membership  by  mail.
Unlike  the  online  enrollment  process,
wh i ch  r equ i r e s  a  compute r  o r
smartphone,  the paper  application can
be  filled  out  by  hand,  enclosed  in  an
envelope,  and  posted  to  AARP’s
processing center. This method has been

a  cornerstone  of  AARP’s  membership
drive for years, especially among older
a d u l t s  w h o  p r e f e r  t a n g i b l e
documentation  and  a  slower,  more
considered approach to  signing  up  for
services.  The  form  itself  collects
standard  personal  information,
membership  options,  and  payment
details, much like its digital counterpart.

WHY CHOOSE THE PAPER
APPLICATION METHOD?

While  online  enrollment  is  convenient,
the  AARP  paper  application  offers
several  distinct  advantages  that
resonate  with  a  specific  segment  of  the
population.

No digital barriers: If you are
not comfortable with online forms
or do not own a computer, the
paper application removes the
technological hurdle.
Privacy and security: Some
people feel safer mailing a
physical form rather than entering
their financial details online. With
a paper application, you control
the document until it is posted.
Clear, unhurried review: You
can read every line, compare
membership plans, and check your
answers before sending—all
without the pressure of an online
timer.
Record keeping: By making a
photocopy before mailing, you
have a physical record of exactly
what you submitted, which can be
helpful for follow-up.
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Accessibility for caregivers:
Family members or caregivers can
assist in filling out the form
without needing to share
passwords or navigate websites
together.

For  these  reasons,  the  AARP  paper
application remains a popular and valid
option  for  many  new  and  renewing
members.

HOW TO OBTAIN THE AARP
PAPER APPLICATION FORM

You can acquire a physical copy of the
AARP  membership  application  through
several  channels.  The  most  reliable
method is to request one directly from
AARP. Below are the primary ways:

Call AARP: Dial AARP’s member1.
services phone line
(1-888-687-2277) and ask for a
paper application to be mailed to
your home. This is the simplest
way to ensure you receive a
current, official form.
Download and print: Visit the2.
official AARP website and navigate
to the membership section. Look
for a link or PDF labeled “Paper
Application” or “Mail-In Form.” You
can then print as many copies as
you need.
Visit a local AARP office: Some3.
regional offices or community
partner locations (such as libraries
or senior centers) may carry
physical applications. Call ahead to
confirm availability.
Request via mail: If you receive4.
AARP correspondence or a
magazine that includes a
membership offer, often a tear-out
application is included. You can
also write a letter to AARP

Membership Services requesting a
form.

Always ensure you are using the most
recent  version  of  the  Aarp  Paper
Application to avoid processing delays.
Outdated forms may not include current
membership  options  or  payment
processing  addresses.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
COMPLETING THE AARP PAPER
APPLICATION

Filling out the AARP paper application is
straightforward, but attention to detail is
important.  Below  is  a  step-by-step
walkthrough to help you minimize errors
and expedite your membership.

Step 1: Gather
Your Information
Before  you  write  anything,  have  the
following items ready:

Your full legal name (as it appears
on your identification).
Your date of birth (must be at least
50 years old, but younger
spouses/partners may also join).
Your mailing address and phone
number.
Your email address (optional, but
helps with renewal reminders).
Payment method: either a check,
money order, or credit card details
(if allowed on the form).

Step 2: Choose
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Your Membership
Type
The  paper  application  typically  offers
several options. Most people select the
standard  annual  membership,  but  you
may  also  see  multi-year  plans  with
discounted  rates.  AARP  sometimes
includes  a  spouse  or  partner  option.
Read each choice carefully and mark the
box that suits your needs.

Step 3: Complete
Personal
Information
Section
Use  uppercase  l e t te rs  o r  nea t
handwriting  to  fill  in  the  fields.  Double-
check  your  date  of  birth  because  it
determines  eligibility  and  may  be
verified. If you are applying for a spouse
or domestic partner, include their details
as requested.

Step 4: Payment
Section
If  you  are  paying  by  check  or  money
order,  make it  payable to “AARP” and
include your membership ID number (if
you have one) in the memo line. If the
form accepts credit card payments, fill in
the card number,  expiration date,  and
CVV code with caution. Never send cash
through the mail.

Step 5: Review
and Sign
Once all sections are completed, review
every entry for accuracy. Sign and date
the  form  where  indicated.  Unsigned
applications cannot be processed. Make
a photocopy of the completed form for
your records.

Step 6: Mail the
Application
Place  the  form  and  payment  in  an
envelope.  Address it  to the processing
center listed on the application. Usually,
the  address  is  something  like:  AARP
Membership Center, PO Box 93109, Long
Beach,  CA  90809-3109.  Affix  proper
postage and mail it. Allow 2–4 weeks for
processing.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO
INCLUDE ON YOUR AARP PAPER
APPLICATION

To avoid rejection or delays, pay special
attention to the following details  when
c o m p l e t i n g  y o u r  Aarp  Paper
Application :

Accurate date of birth: AARP
membership is open to anyone
age 50 or older. Spouses or
partners of any age can join if the
primary member is over 50.
Correct address: Your
membership card and renewal
notices will be mailed here. If you
move soon, include a forwarding
address or update later.
Clear payment information: For
checks, ensure the signature
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matches your bank records. For
credit cards, copy the numbers
carefully to avoid transposition
errors.
Membership ID (if renewing): If
you already have a membership
number from an expired card or a
prior offer, include it to link your
records.
Optional email: Providing your
email can give you faster
confirmation and digital card
access.

WHERE TO MAIL YOUR
COMPLETED AARP PAPER
APPLICATION

The mailing address for the AARP paper
application  depends  on  the  type  of
membership and whether you are paying
by check or credit card. Always refer to
the enclosed instructions. However, the
most  common  address  for  standard
membership  applications  is:
AARP Membership Center
P.O. Box 93109
Long Beach, CA 90809-3109
If  your  application  is  for  a  special  offer,
gift  membership,  or  renewal,  a  different
processing center may be listed. Check
the upper right corner of the form for a
specific  return  address.  For  Canadian
residents, there are separate addresses
in  Ontario  or  Nova  Scotia.  If  you  are
unsure, call AARP before mailing.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
AARP PAPER APPLICATION

How long does it

take to process a
paper
application?
Once AARP receives  your  mailed  form
and payment, processing typically takes
2  to  4  weeks.  You  will  receive  your
membership card and welcome packet
at  the  address  you  provided.  If  you
include  an  email  address,  you  may
receive a digital confirmation sooner.

Can I apply for
AARP
membership
without internet?
Yes.  The  AARP  paper  application  is
specifically  designed  for  individuals  who
prefer offline enrollment. You can obtain
the  form  by  phone,  mail,  or  from  a
physical location as described above.

Is there a fee for
the paper
application?
No, the paper application form itself is
free. You only pay the membership fee
(currently  around  $12  for  a  one-year
membership,  but  prices  may  vary).
Some  special  promotions  offer  reduced
rates  for  multi-year  terms.
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What if I make a
mistake on the

form?
I f  you  make  a  minor  error  (e.g. ,
misspelling a name), cross it out neatly
and  write  the  correction  above.  For
major  errors  (wrong  birthdate  or
payment), it is safer to start with a fresh
copy to prevent confusion. Always check
before mailing.

Can I use the
paper application
to renew my
membership?
Yes. The AARP paper application can be
used  for  both  new  enrollments  and
renewals.  If  you are  renewing,  include
your membership number and expiration
date from your previous card or renewal
notice.

TIPS FOR A SMOOTH AARP PAPER
APPLICATION EXPERIENCE

Use black or blue ink: Ballpoint
pen ensures the form remains
legible after scanning.
Keep a copy: Photocopy the
completed application before

mailing. This protects you in case
it is lost in transit.
Send via certified mail
(optional): If you want proof of
delivery, use a trackable mail
service.
Watch for special offers: Paper
applications often come with
promotional codes or
discounts—use them if available.
Don't send cash: AARP does not
accept cash through the mail. Use
a personal check, money order, or
credit card (if permitted).

CONCLUSION

The Aarp Paper Application remains a
trusted  and  accessible  method  for
jo in ing  or  renewing  your  AARP
membership,  especially  for  those  who
value simplicity and offline reliability. By
following  the  steps  outlined  in  this
article,  you  can  confidently  fill  out  and
submit  your  form,  knowing  you  have
chosen the  right  membership  for  your
needs. Whether you are turning 50 and
considering  the  benefits,  or  you  are  a
caregiver helping a family member, the
paper application ensures that everyone
c a n  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  A A R P
community—no computer required. Take
the  time  to  obtain  a  current  form,  fill  it
out carefully, and mail it in. Within a few
weeks, you will be enjoying discounts on
travel, insurance, health resources, and
exclusive  member  programs.  Paper
applications are not a relic of the past;
they are a deliberate, secure choice for
millions of members every year.


