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UNLOCKING THE
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MASTERPIECE
WITH A ROSE FOR
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by Sims & Weston

William Faulkner’s “A
Rose for Emily” is a
cornerstone of
American literature, a
haunting short story
that explores themes
of tradition, change,
isolation, and the
macabre. For
educators and students
alike, navigating its
complex narrative
structure and layered
symbolism can be both
challenging and

rewarding. This is
where a well-designed
A Rose For Emily
Worksheet becomes
an indispensable tool.
It transforms passive
reading into active

analysis, helping
readers decode
Faulkner’s intricate
prose and uncover the
story’s deeper
meanings. Whether

you are a high school
teacher preparing a
lesson plan, a college
student tackling a
literary analysis essay,
or a lifelong learner
revisiting a classic, this
guide will explore how
to use a worksheet to
fully engage with this
Southern Gothic tale.
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We will break down the
essential components
of a comprehensive
worksheet, from
character dissection
and theme exploration
to vocabulary building
and critical thinking
prompts.

WHY USE A
STRUCTURED
WORKSHEET FOR
“A ROSE FOR
EMILY»>?

Reading a story as
dense as “A Rose for
Emily” requires more
than just turning
pages. Faulkner’s use
of a non-linear
timeline, an unnamed
narrator representing
the collective voice of

the town, and a
shocking, climactic
ending demands

careful attention. A A
Rose For Emily
Worksheet serves as
a roadmap, guiding the
reader through the text

section by section. It
encourages annotation,
note-taking, and
thoughtful  reflection.
Instead of simply
absorbing the plot,
students are prompted
to ask critical
questions: Why did
Emily Grierson act the
way she did? What
does the changing
town represent? What
is the significance of
the rose in the title? By
structuring these
inquiries, a worksheet
helps solidify
comprehension and
prepares students for
richer classroom
discussions and more
sophisticated writing
assignments.

Tracking
the Non-
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Linear
Narrative

One of the first
challenges any reader
faces is Faulkner’s
disjointed chronology.
The story jumps from
Emily’s death, to her
youth with her father,
to the arrival of Homer
Barron, to the
mysterious smell
around her house, and
back again. An
effective A Rose For
Emily Worksheet will
include a timeline
activity. This might
involve asking students
to arrange key events
in chronological order
as they happened in
the story’s reality,
rather than in the order
they are presented.
This exercise clarifies
the plot and highlights
Faulkner’s intentional
choice to withhold

information, a
technique that builds
suspense and shapes
our perception of
Emily.

CORE
COMPONENTS OF
A COMPREHENSIVE
WORKSHEET

To get the most out of
your study, a high-
quality worksheet
should cover several
key areas. Below are
the essential sections
that any thorough A
Rose For Emily
Worksheet should
include.

Character
Analysis
and



Motivatio
n

Understanding Emily
Grierson is the central
puzzle of the story. She
is a complex figure: a
relic of the Old South, a
victim of an
overbearing father, a
woman capable of
great pride, and
ultimately, a murderer.
A worksheet should
delve into her
psychology with
targeted questions.

e Emily as a
Symbol: How
does Emily
represent the
"Old South" and
its resistance to
change? Use
specific quotes
from the text.
The worksheet
should ask
students to

connect her
physical
appearance and
her house to the
theme of decay.
The Father’s
Influence: What
was the impact
of Mr. Grierson’s
control over his
daughter? How
did his death
change her life,
and how did she
reacttoit? A
good A Rose
For Emily
Worksheet will
prompt an
analysis of the
tableau scene
where her father
stands in the
doorway with a
horsewhip.

The
Relationship
with Homer
Barron: Was
Emily in love with
Homer, or was
he simply an
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escape? Why
does she decide
to keep him?
This is the pivotal
question leading
to the story’s
horror, and a
worksheet should
guide students to
examine the
clues Faulkner
leaves behind.

e The
Townspeople:
Who is the "we"
that narrates the
story? How
reliable is this
narrator? What
does their gossip
and their
judgment of
Emily reveal
about the
community
itself?

Exploring

Major
Themes
and
Symbolis
m

Faulkner weaves a rich
tapestry of themes into
this short story. A
dedicated section of
the A Rose For Emily
Worksheet should
help students identify
and analyze these
deeper currents.

1. Tradition
versus Change:
How does the
conflict between
Emily’s old-
fashioned world
and the
modernizing
town drive the
plot? Consider



the arrival of the
mailboxes, the
new generation
of town leaders,
and the paving of
the sidewalks.

. Isolation and
Loneliness:
Trace the
instances of
Emily being
isolated. Is it by
her father’s
design, her own
pride, or the
town’s treatment
of her? How does
this isolation
contribute to the
story’s tragic
end?

. The Power of
Death: Death
hangs over the
entire story, from
the death of
Emily’s father to
the death of
Homer. How
does Emily try to
resist or deny
death? This is

central to
understanding
her final,
desperate act.

. The Rose: The

title is a key
symbol. What
does the rose
represent?
Possibilities
include love,
pity, a memorial,
or a tribute. A
worksheet should
encourage
students to form
their own
interpretation
and defend it
with evidence
from the text.

Literary
Devices
and
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Language

Faulkner's prose is
famous for its richness.
A strong A Rose For
Emily Worksheet will
include a section on
literary terms.

e Foreshadowing
: Identify the
moments that
hint at the
story’s shocking
conclusion (e.g.,
the purchase of
arsenic, the
disappearance of
Homer Barron,
the smell).

e Imagery: Find
examples of
Southern Gothic
imagery. How
does Faulkner
use descriptions
of decay, dust,
and the Grierson
house to create a
mood of gloom
and horror?

e Metaphor and

Simile: Look for
key comparisons,
such as the
description of
Emily as a "fallen
monument" or
her house as
"lifting its
stubborn and
coquettish decay
above the cotton
wagons."

» Dialect and
Diction: Analyze
the language of
the narrator.
How does the
informal, gossipy
tone of the
town’s voice
affect the story’s
authenticity and
perspective?

PUTTING THE
WORKSHEET INTO
ACTION:
PRACTICAL
EXERCISES

A A Rose For Emily
Worksheet is not just



a list of questions; it is

a tool for active
learning. Here are
some practical

exercises that can be
included to make the
analysis more
dynamic.

Close
Reading
Passages

Select 3-4 of the most
important paragraphs
from the story. These
might include the
opening description of
Emily’s house, the
scene where she buys
the poison, the death
of her father, and the

final reveal in the
upstairs bedroom. The
worksheet should
instruct students to
annotate these
passages directly,
looking for  specific

word choices, tone,
and details that reveal
character and theme.
This is a fundamental
skill for any literary
analysis.

Comparat
ive and
Discussio
n
Questions

Move beyond simple
comprehension to
higher-order thinking.
A great A Rose For
Emily Worksheet will
include prompts for
discussion or short
written responses.

e Compare and
Contrast: How
is Emily similar
to other
Southern Gothic
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characters, such
as Miss Maudie in
"To Kill a
Mockingbird" or
characters in the
works of
Flannery
O’Connor? What
makes her
unique?

Ethical
Dilemma: Is
Emily a villain, a
victim, or a tragic
hero? Defend
your position
using evidence
from the text.
Modern
Connection:
How does the
story’s theme of
resisting change
apply to modern
communities or
individuals? Can
you think of a
contemporary
parallel to
Emily’s isolation?

Essay
Prompts
and
Thesis
Develop
ment

For more advanced
students, the
worksheet should
serve as a pre-writing

tool. It can include
potential essay
prompts.

1. Analyze how
Faulkner uses
the setting of the
decaying
Southern town to
reflect Emily’s
internal state.

2. Discuss the role
of the
community as a



character and
narrator in "A
Rose for Emily."
How does the
town’s
perception shape
our
understanding of
the story?

. Argue for or
against the idea
that Emily
Grierson is a
sympathetic
character. What
is Faulkner
asking us to feel
for her?

A good worksheet will
ask students to
formulate a clear thesis
statement in response
to one of these
prompts before they
begin writing.

VOCABULARY
BUILDING FROM
THE TEXT

Faulkner wuses a
specific and sometimes
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challenging
vocabulary. A useful A
Rose For Emily
Worksheet will
include a vocabulary
list. Words like
tarnished,
encroached,
temerity,
vindication, pallid,
and sibilant should be
defined in context.
Students can be asked
to use each word in a
new sentence related
to the story, deepening
their understanding of
both the vocabulary
and the narrative.

INTEGRATING
MULTIMEDIA AND
GROUP WORK

While the worksheet is
a text-based tool, it

can also guide
multimedia
exploration. Suggest

that students watch a
film adaptation of the
story and compare it to
the text. How does the
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director interpret the
ending? What is added
or left out? Group work
can also be structured
around the worksheet,
with different groups
analyzing different
symbols or characters
and then presenting
their findings to the
class. The A Rose For
Emily Worksheet
thus becomes a
flexible framework that
can be adapted for
individual study,
collaborative learning,
or whole-class
instruction.

CONCLUSION: THE
VALUE OF
STRUCTURED
LITERARY
ANALYSIS

In conclusion, a well-
crafted A Rose For
Emily Worksheet is
more than just
homework; it is a
bridge between the
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reader and a complex
work of art. It
demystifies Faulkner’s
narrative techniques
without diminishing
their power. By
breaking down the
story into manageable
sections—character,
theme, language, and
structure—it empowers
students to build a
sophisticated
interpretation from the
ground up. Whether
you are using it to
prepare for a test,
write a paper, or
simply enjoy the story
on a deeper level, this
worksheet approach
turns the solitary act of
reading into an active,
analytical, and
rewarding intellectual
adventure. It ensures
that Faulkner’s chilling
story of love, death,
and decay is not just
read, but truly
understood.



