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INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD OF POG COLLECTING

If  you  grew  up  in  the  1990s,  you  probably  remember  the
satisfying slap of a slammer hitting a stack of cardboard discs.
Pogs were more than a playground craze; they were a gateway to
collecting, trading, and community. Today, a new generation is
discovering the joy of hunting for rare milk caps, while nostalgic
adults are rebuilding the collections they traded away years ago.
This Pog Collectors Guide will walk you through everything you
need to know about starting, growing, and preserving a collection
of these iconic pieces of 90s memorabilia.
Whether you are a complete beginner digging through a box of
childhood treasures or a seasoned collector looking to fill gaps in
a themed set,  understanding the nuances of Pog collecting is
essential.  The  market  for  vintage  pogs  has  seen  a  steady
resurgence, with rare pieces commanding impressive prices. Let
us dive into the colorful, competitive, and surprisingly deep world
of pog collecting.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF POGS: FROM MILK CAPS TO

MANIA

Before becoming a global phenomenon, Pogs were simple milk
caps used by the Haleakala Dairy on the Hawaiian island of Maui.
These cardboard discs  sealed glass  milk  bottles.  In  the early
1990s, children in Hawaii began collecting and playing a game
with  these  caps,  flipping  and  stacking  them  with  a  heavier  disc
called a slammer. The game took off, and soon a teacher named
Blossom Galbiso introduced the game to her students as a way to
improve hand-eye coordination.
The fad quickly spread to the mainland United States and then
worldwide.  By  1994,  Pogs  were  ubiquitous,  appearing  in
lunchboxes, toy stores, and even as promotional items for movies
and fast-food chains. Manufacturers like World POG Federation
(WPF)  and  Canada  Games  produced  official  sets,  while
countless  other  companies  jumped  on  the  bandwagon  with
unofficial  variants.  Although  the  craze  faded  by  the  late  1990s,
the collector base remained dedicated, preserving a unique slice
of pop culture history that a Pog Collectors Guide can help you
navigate.

WHY START A POG COLLECTION?

Collecting pogs offers a blend of nostalgia,  art  appreciation, and
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treasure hunting. Unlike many modern collectibles that require
significant  upfront  investment,  pogs  remain  relatively  affordable
to start with, though rare pieces can be valuable. Here are a few
reasons why pog collecting is rewarding:

Nostalgia: Reconnecting with childhood memories is a
powerful motivator.
Affordability: Common pogs can be found for pennies,
making it easy to build a large collection on a budget.
Art and Design: Pogs feature a vast array of artwork,
from cartoons and skulls to neon geometric patterns and
licensed characters.
Community: Online forums, Facebook groups, and local
collector meetups keep the hobby social and vibrant.
Investment Potential: Rare and mint condition pogs have
appreciated in value over the years.

UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT TYPES OF POGS

A well-rounded Pog Collectors Guide must address the variety
of  discs  available.  Not  all  pogs  are  created  equal,  and
understanding these categories is crucial for any collector.

Official WPF Pogs
The World POG Federation was the original and most recognized
brand.  WPF  pogs  usually  feature  a  glossy  finish,  vibrant  colors,
and  the  official  POG  logo.  These  are  often  considered  the  gold
standard  for  collectors.  Sets  were  produced  in  series,  with
themes ranging from sports to fantasy art.

Promotional Pogs
Many companies used pogs as marketing tools. You can find pogs
for fast-food chains like McDonald's and Taco Bell, as well as for
movies,  TV shows,  and even political  campaigns.  Promotional
pogs are highly sought after because they often have limited
print runs. A pog featuring a popular movie character can be a
prized find for any collector using this Pog Collectors Guide.

Homemade and Custom
Pogs
During the height of the craze, many kids made their own pogs
using  paper  and  cardboard.  While  these  typically  hold  little
monetary  value,  they  can  be  fun  additions  to  a  personal
collection and often have sentimental significance.

Slammers
Slammers  are  the  heavier  discs  used  to  flip  pogs  during
gameplay. They can be made of plastic, metal, or even resin.
Collecting slammers is  a sub-niche within pog collecting,  with
rare metal slammers being particularly valuable.
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Official Sets vs. Unlicensed
Pogs
After the initial craze, many unlicensed manufacturers produced
pogs. While some of these are well-made, they generally do not
hold  the  same  collector  value  as  official  WPF  or  Canada  Games
sets. However, some unlicensed pogs feature unique artwork that
appeals to specific collectors.

HOW TO START YOUR POG COLLECTION

Starting  a  collection  can  feel  overwhelming  given  the  sheer
number of pogs produced. A structured approach will help you
build a meaningful collection without wasting money.

Define Your Focus
It  is  very  easy  to  try  to  collect  everything  at  once.  Instead,
choose  a  focus  to  guide  your  purchases.  Popular  collecting
themes include:

Specific Series: Completing a full set of WPF Series 1 or
another numbered series.
Theme: Collecting only skulls, animals, neon designs, or
licensed characters.
Era: Focusing on the original 1994-1996 boom period.
Manufacturer: Collecting only official WPF or Canada
Games pogs.

Regional Rarity: Seeking pogs that were only released in
specific countries or regions.

Set a Budget
Pogs can range from a few cents for common discs to hundreds
of dollars for rare slammers or complete mint sets. Decide how
much you are willing to spend per month and stick to it. The
beauty of pog collecting is that even a small budget can yield a
satisfying collection.

Sourcing Your First Pogs
Beginner collectors have several avenues for finding pogs:

Online Marketplaces: eBay, Etsy, and specialized
collector forums are the primary sources. Be sure to check
seller ratings and ask for clear photos.
Thrift Stores and Garage Sales: These are excellent
places to find bulk lots for very little money. You never
know what treasures might be hiding in a bag of old toys.
Toy Collector Shows: Many retro toy conventions have
vendors specializing in 90s memorabilia, including pogs.
This allows you to inspect items in person before buying.
Online Communities: Facebook groups and Reddit
communities often have members selling or trading pogs.
These can be great places to build relationships and find
fair deals.
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EVALUATING POG VALUE AND RARITY

Not all pogs are created equal when it comes to value. As a Pog
Collectors Guide, it is important to understand what makes a
pog valuable. Use the following factors to assess any disc you
encounter.

Condition
Condition is paramount in the collector market. Pogs are fragile
and easily damaged. Collectors use a grading scale similar to
trading cards:

Mint (M): No visible wear, sharp corners, vibrant colors, no
scratches.
Near Mint (NM): Very minor wear, maybe a tiny edge
scuff.
Excellent (EX): Some light wear but still appealing.
Good (G): Noticeable wear, scuffs, possibly bent corners.
Poor (P): Heavy damage, creases, writing, or tears. Worth
very little.

Always buy the best condition you can afford. A mint rare pog is
worth significantly more than a well-loved copy.

Rarity
Rarity is  driven by print  run numbers.  Promotional  pogs from
small runs, regional releases, and store exclusives are generally
rarer. Limited edition slammers, especially those made of metal

or featuring holographic elements, are highly prized. Some of the
rarest pogs were never widely distributed and were only given to
employees or attendees of specific events.

Demand
A pog might be rare, but if nobody wants it, it will not command a
high price. Demand is driven by nostalgia and the popularity of
the theme. Pogs featuring popular 90s characters, iconic designs,
or complete sets tend to have the highest demand. Keep an eye
on online auction results  to  see what collectors  are currently
chasing.

Provenance
Pogs with a known history, such as those from a famous collector
or a well-documented promotional event, can carry a premium.
However, provenance is less of a factor in the pog market than in
other collectibles.

STORAGE AND PRESERVATION TIPS

Proper  storage is  essential  to  maintain  the  condition  of  your
collection. Unlike trading cards, pogs are not typically stored in
binders due to their shape and thickness. Here are some best
practices every Pog Collectors Guide should include.

Use Cardboard Boxes: The best storage for loose pogs is
a sturdy cardboard box with dividers. This prevents them
from rubbing against each other.
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Plastic Tubes: Original pog tubes are excellent for
storage. They protect the edges and keep pogs organized.
Avoid tubes that are too tight, as this can cause edge wear
when removing them.
Coin Flips or Card Sleeves: For valuable pogs, use soft
plastic coin flips or rigid top-loaders designed for trading
cards. This protects them from scratches and fingerprints.
Environment: Store pogs in a cool, dry place away from
direct sunlight. Heat and humidity can warp cardboard and
fade colors. Avoid basements and attics where conditions
fluctuate.
Handle with Care: Always hold pogs by the edges. Oils
from your fingers can damage the surface over time. For
high-value items, consider wearing cotton gloves.

BUILDING A THEMED COLLECTION

Once you have the basics covered, you may want to focus on a
specific  theme.  Themed  collections  are  highly  satisfying  and
often become the core of a collector's identity. Here are some
popular  themes  to  consider  as  you  refine  your  Pog  Collectors
Guide journey.

Skulls and Horror
Skulls were a massively popular design motif in 90s pogs. Many
series  featured  detailed,  colorful,  or  glow-in-the-dark  skulls.
Collecting these is a favorite sub-niche. Look for skull pogs from

the WPF Horror  series,  Alien  series,  and various  independent
releases.

Licensed Characters
Pogs featuring licensed characters from cartoons, movies, and
comics  are  always  in  demand.  Sets  for  Star  Wars,  Marvel,
Looney Tunes,  and  Disney  exist  and  are  highly  collectible.
Completing a full licensed set can be challenging and rewarding.

Glow-in-the-Dark Pogs
Glow-in-the-dark pogs have a special appeal. They were popular
in the 90s and remain a favorite among collectors today. The
glow  effect  was  achieved  with  phosphorescent  inks,  and  some
examples still  glow strongly after thirty years. These pogs are
often featured in horror and fantasy series.

Holographic and Foil Pogs
Holographic and foil-stamped pogs are among the most visually
striking. They catch the light and stand out in any collection.
These were often used for special edition sets or as premium
promotional items. They are more susceptible to scratching, so
careful storage is a must.

THE POG COLLECTOR COMMUNITY

Collecting does not have to be a solitary hobby. The


