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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOU NEED THE DORK DIARIES
SERIES LIST IN ORDER

If  you  have  a  tween  or  teen  at  home  who  loves  hilarious,
heartfelt,  and relatable stories,  chances are you have already
heard of Dork Diaries.  Written by Rachel Renée Russell,  this
massively popular book series follows the life of Nikki Maxwell as
she navigates the ups and downs of middle school, friendship,
crushes,  and  family  drama—all  through  her  illustrated  diary
entries. Since the first book was released in 2009, the series has
sold millions of  copies worldwide and spawned spin-offs, activity
books, and even a stage musical.
For new readers and collectors alike, knowing the Dork Diaries
series  list  in  order  is  essential.  Reading  the  books  in  the
correct  order  allows  you  to  follow  Nikki’s  character  growth,
understand  ongoing  subplots  (like  the  rivalry  with  Mackenzie
Hollister or the slow-burn romance with Brandon), and appreciate
the inside jokes that build over time. In this article, we provide a
complete,  up-to-date  list  of  every  main  Dork  Diaries  book  in
publication  order,  along  with  key  details  about  each  entry.
Whether  you  are  starting  the  series  for  the  first  time  or  filling

gaps in your collection, this guide will help you keep everything
straight.

OVERVIEW OF THE DORK DIARIES PHENOMENON

Before diving into the Dork Diaries series list in order, it helps
to understand what makes these books so engaging. The series is
written in a first-person diary format,  complete with hand-drawn
illustrations and doodles that bring Nikki’s world to life. Each book
tackles  typical  middle-school  challenges:  fitting  in,  dealing  with
mean  girls,  surviving  embarrassing  moments,  and  trying  to
impress your crush—all while keeping your sense of humor intact.
Rachel  Renée Russell  originally  wrote  the  series  for  her  own
daughter,  and  that  authentic,  parent-friendly  voice  shines
through. The books are targeted at readers aged 9 to 13, but
they have a broad crossover appeal. Parents often enjoy reading
them alongside their children. With over 40 books in the main
series  and  several  companion  titles,  having  a  reliable  Dork
Diaries series list in order is invaluable for both planning what
to read next and organizing your bookshelf.
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Why Reading Order Matters
While each Dork Diaries  book contains a self-contained story,
there  are  recurring  characters  and evolving  relationships.  For
example,  the  rivalry  between  Nikki  and  Mackenzie  escalates
across several books, and the romantic tension between Nikki
and Brandon develops slowly over  the series.  Reading out  of
order could spoil  certain reveals or leave you confused about
character backstories. Therefore, a clear Dork Diaries series
list  in  order  helps  you  experience  the  story  exactly  as  the
author intended.

COMPLETE DORK DIARIES SERIES LIST IN ORDER
(MAIN BOOKS)

Below is the definitive Dork Diaries series list in order of the
main  numbered  books.  Each  entry  includes  the  title,  original
publication year, and a short summary of the plot.

Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Fabulous Life1.
(2009) – Nikki Maxwell starts at a new private school,
where she tries to hide her family’s financial struggles and
avoid the school’s most popular mean girl, Mackenzie.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Popular Party Girl2.
(2010) – Nikki is invited to a huge Halloween party but must
navigate strict parents, costume disasters, and her crush,
Brandon.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Talented Pop Star3.
(2011) – Nikki enters a school talent show to get closer to

Brandon, but competition heats up when Mackenzie also
signs up.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Graceful Ice4.
Princess (2012) – Nikki’s secret diary is exposed at an ice
skating competition, leading to major embarrassment.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Smart Miss Know-5.
It-All (2012) – Nikki accidentally volunteers to be an advice
columnist for the school newspaper and must keep her
identity hidden.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Happy6.
Heartbreaker (2013) – Valentine’s Day drama erupts
when Nikki receives a mysterious secret admirer note.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Glam TV Star7.
(2014) – Nikki lands a role in a school TV production, but
everything goes wrong behind the scenes.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Happily Ever After8.
(2014) – Nikki’s parents ground her for a month,
threatening her social life and her chance to go to the
school dance.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Dorky Drama9.
Queen (2015) – Nikki and her friends scheme to win a
school art contest and a trip to Paris.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Perfect Pet Sitter10.
(2015) – Nikki agrees to dog-sit seven hyperactive puppies,
with chaotic results.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Friendly Frenemy11.
(2016) – A new student, Tiffany, seems nice but might be
working with Mackenzie to sabotage Nikki.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Secret Crush12.
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Catastrophe (2017) – Nikki tries to prepare a huge
birthday surprise for Brandon while keeping it a secret from
everyone else.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Happily Ever After13.
(Again) (2018) – Nikki dreams of a fairy-tale life, but reality
keeps getting in the way, especially during a school trip.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Best Friend14.
Forever (2019) – Nikki and her best friend Chloe go into
business together, but success tests their friendship.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Posh Paris15.
Adventure (2020) – Nikki wins a trip to Paris, where she
faces new adventures and old rivalries across the ocean.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Smooth Sleepover16.
(2022) – A planned sleepover turns into a disaster when
unwanted guests show up and secrets spill out.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Super Summer17.
(2023) – Nikki’s summer plans go awry when she is forced
to attend a dreaded summer camp.
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-Spooky Summer18.
(2024) – The latest installment takes Nikki on a summer trip
with supernatural twists and scary good fun.

Note:  The  series  is  ongoing,  and  new  titles  are  released
regularly.  This  Dork  Diaries  series  list  in  order  reflects  the
most  recent  entries  as  of  2025.  Always  check  the  official
publisher  website  for  upcoming  releases.

BEYOND THE MAIN SERIES: COMPANION BOOKS AND

SPECIAL EDITIONS

In addition to the numbered books, there are several companion
titles that enhance the Dork Diaries experience. While not strictly
part of the main Dork Diaries series list in order, they are
worth knowing about:

Dork Diaries: How to Dork Your Diary (2011) – A guide
with tips on writing your own diary, plus extra doodles and
activities.
Dork Diaries: OMG! All About Me Diary! (2013) – A
personalized journal for readers to fill in their own stories.
Dork Diaries: Dear Dork (2015) – A compilation of fan
letters and advice from Nikki herself.
Dork Diaries: Pop Star Superstar (2014) – A graphic
novel adaptation of the third book in comic format.
Dork Diaries: TV Star Superstar (2016) – Graphic novel
adaptation of book 7.
Dork Diaries: Frenemies Forever? (2019) – A special
crossover book with the “Dork Diaries” characters and the
“Max Crumbly” series (also by Rachel Renée Russell).

These companion books can be read at any time, but they often
reference events from the main series. For the best experience,
follow the Dork Diaries series list in order for the numbered
novels and pick up the extras as you go along.

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THE DORK DIARIES
SERIES

Now that you have the complete Dork Diaries series list in
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order, here are a few tips for readers and parents:

Start at the beginning. Even if a later book sounds more
exciting, the first book establishes Nikki’s world and
introduces all the key characters. You will appreciate the
inside jokes much more if you begin with Book 1.
Read at your own pace. Each book is relatively short
(around 300 pages with lots of illustrations), so they are
great for reluctant readers or as a quick, fun break between
longer novels.
Discuss the themes. The books deal with friendship,
bullying, self-esteem, and forgiveness. They offer great
conversation starters for parents and kids.
Encourage creativity. The diary format often inspires
readers to start their own journals or doodle books. The
companion “How to Dork Your Diary” is perfect for this.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DORK
DIARIES SERIES ORDER

Is it necessary to read the
books in order?
While each book contains its own plot, the Dork Diaries series
list  in  order  ensures  you  catch  ongoing  storylines,  such  as
Nikki’s evolving relationship with her friends and her rivalry with
Mackenzie. Skipping around might spoil some surprises, but the

books are enjoyable even if read out of sequence.

How many Dork Diaries
books are there?
As of 2025, there are 18 main numbered books, plus several
companion guides, journals, and graphic novel adaptations. The
series continues to expand, so bookstores and online retailers
always have new releases.

Are there any spin-off
series?
Yes! Rachel Renée Russell also writes the Max Crumbly series,
which  is  set  in  the  same  universe  and  features  a  male
protagonist. There is even a crossover book mentioned above. If
you  finish  the  Dork  Diaries  series  list  in  order,  the  Max
Crumbly  books  are  a  natural  next  step.

CONCLUSION: YOUR JOURNEY THROUGH NIKKI’S
WORLD

Tracking down the complete Dork Diaries series list in order
is the first step toward hours of laughter, empathy, and creative
inspiration. Whether you are a parent looking for age-appropriate
reads for your child or a young reader ready to dive into Nikki’s
hilarious  diary  entries,  this  series  offers  a  wonderful  blend  of
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humor, heart, and real-life middle school challenges. From the
first  awkward  day  at  a  new  school  to  the  latest  summer
adventure, Nikki Maxwell’s stories remind us that it is okay to be

a  little  dorky—and  that  true  friendship  can  survive  any
catastrophe.
So grab Book 1,


