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THE PROFOUND
STORY BEHIND
MAN GAVE NAMES
TO ALL THE
ANIMALS

From the earliest days
o f  h u m a n
consciousness, the act
of  naming  has  been
o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t
defining  and  powerful
abilities.  The  phrase
Man Gave Names To
A l l  The  An imals
evokes  a  scene  o f
p r i m o r d i a l
significance—a
m o m e n t  w h e n
humanity stepped into
a  role  of  stewardship,

c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d
connection  with  the
natural  world.  This
simple  yet  profound
statement is rooted in
ancient  scr ipture,
echoed  in  modern
music,  and  continues
to resonate deeply with
our  understanding  of
language, identity, and
our  relationship  with
the  Earth.
In  th is  ar t ic le ,  we
explore  the  biblical
origins of this concept,
i t s  a r t i s t i c
in terpretat ion  by
legendary  musician
Bob  Dylan,  and  the
broader implications of
naming  i n  human
culture  and  scientific
classification.  We  will
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j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h
history,  theology,
linguistics, and ecology
to understand why this
ancient act remains so
relevant today.

The
Biblical
Foundatio
n:
Genesis
and the
First
Taxonomi
st
The  original  reference
for Man Gave Names
To  All  The  Animals
appears in the Book of

Genesis,  the  first  book
of the Bible. In Genesis
2:19-20,  we  read  one
of the most fascinating
p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e
creation  narrative:
"Now the Lord God had
formed  out  o f  the
ground  all  the  wild
animals  and  all  the
birds  in  the  sky.  He
brought  them  to  the
man  to  see  what  he
would name them; and
whatever  the  man
cal led  each  l iv ing
creature,  that  was  its
name.  So  the  man
gave names to all  the
livestock,  the  birds  in
the sky and all the wild
animals."
T h i s  p a s s a g e  i s
remarkable for several
reasons .  F i r s t ,  i t
e s t a b l i s h e s  a
partnership  between
the  div ine  and  the
human.  God  does  not
simply  dictate  what
each  creature  should
be called.  Instead,  He
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invites  Adam—whose
name  itself  means
"earth" or "ground"—to
part ic ipate  in  the
c rea t i ve  p rocess
through language. The
act of naming becomes
a n  a c t  o f  s h a r e d
creation.
Second,  the  passage
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d
discernment. For Adam
to  name  the  animals,
he  had  to  see  them,
understand  them,  and
distinguish  one  from
another.  This  is  the
ear l i es t  mode l  o f
scientific  observation.
In  a  very  real  sense,
Adam  was  the  first
biologist,  the  first
taxonomist,  the  first
naturalist. The moment
Man Gave Names To
Al l  The  Animals ,
humanity  began  its
l o n g  j o u r n e y  o f
studying,  classifying,
and understanding the

living world.
Theologically,  this
p a s s a g e  a l s o
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
concept  o f  human
stewardsh ip  over
creation.  By  giving
names,  Adam  was
exercising  authority
and  responsibility.  In
ancient  Near  Eastern
c u l t u r e ,  t o  n a m e
something was to have
a degree of power over
it  or  responsibility  for
i t .  T h i s  s e t s  t h e
foundation  for  the
biblical  mandate  to
"tend  and  keep"  the
g a r d e n — a
responsibil ity  that
extends  to  all  living
creatures.

Bob
Dylan's
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Musical
Interpreta
tion: A
Folk

Classic
While the biblical story
is  ancient,  the  phrase
Man Gave Names To
A l l  The  An imals
g a i n e d  r e n e w e d
cultural  prominence
through  one  of  the
most  iconic  singer-
songwriters of the 20th
century: Bob Dylan. In
1979,  Dylan  released
the  song  "Man  Gave
N a m e s  t o  A l l  t h e
Animals" on his album
Slow Train Coming.
The song is  a  playful,
a l m o s t  c h i l d l i k e
retelling of the Genesis
s tory .  Each  verse
presents  a  s imple

riddle about an animal,
describing  its  physical
characteristics  and
s o u n d s ,  b e f o r e
revealing  its  name  in
the  final  line.  The
melody  is  gentle  and
accessible,  resembling
a  fo lk  lu l laby  or  a
children's song.
Dylan's version of Man
Gave  Names  To  All
T h e  A n i m a l s  i s
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s
unexpected  ending.
After  several  verses
n a m i n g  f a m i l i a r
animals  like  the  cow,
the  bear ,  and  the
sheep,  the  final  verse
introduces  an  animal
that "was not like the
others." This animal is
described  as  having
"long sharp teeth" and
being  "covered  with
h a i r . "  T h e  s o n g
f a m o u s l y  e n d s
abruptly,  leaving  the
animal  unnamed.  This
h a s  l e d  t o  m u c h
speculation  among
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fans  and  scholars.
What  is  the  unnamed
animal? Some suggest
it is a snake, others a
lion,  and  still  others
believe  it  represents
s o m e t h i n g  m o r e
abstract—perhaps  sin,
t e m p t a t i o n ,  o r
something that cannot
be  tamed  by  human
language.
Dylan's choice to leave
the  final  animal
unnamed is a powerful
artistic  statement.  It
reminds  us  that  while
Man Gave Names To
Al l  The  Animals ,
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l
m y s t e r i e s  i n  t h e
natural  world  that
e l u d e  o u r
understanding  and
control.  It  also echoes
the  biblical  idea  that
s o m e  t h i n g s  a r e
b e y o n d  h u m a n
naming—the  divine,
t h e  w i l d ,  t h e
untamable.
The  song  has  been

covered  by  numerous
artists  and  remains  a
favorite  among  Dylan
f a n s .  I t  i s  o f t e n
performed in children's
music  programs,  and
its  simple  structure
makes it easy to learn
and sing along to. Yet
beneath  its  simple
exter ior ,  the  song
c a r r i e s  d e e p
t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d
philosophical weight.

The
Power
and
Significan
ce of
Naming
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in Human
Culture
The story of Man Gave
Names  To  All  The
Animals resonates far
beyond its biblical and
musical  contexts .
N a m i n g  i s  a
fundamental  human
activity that shapes our
unders tand ing  o f
reality.  Linguists  and
anthropologists  have
long  recognized  that
names are not merely
labels; they are acts of
c r e a t i o n  a n d
classification.
W h e n  w e  n a m e
something, we bring it
into a relationship with
us. A named animal is
no  longer  a  distant,
anonymous creature. It
becomes  part  of  our
world,  our stories,  our
consciousness.  This  is
why  scientific
classification uses Latin

binomial  names—to
create  a  universal
system that transcends
local  languages  and
cultures.  When  Carl
Linnaeus  developed
the system of binomial
nomenclature  in  the
18th century,  he was,
in a sense, reenacting
the  biblical  moment
w h e n  M a n  G a v e
Names  To  All  The
Animals .  He  was
bringing  order  to  the
natural  world  through
language.
This act of naming has
p ro found  e th i ca l
implications.  Animals
that  are  named  and
known are more likely
to  be  protected  and
valued.  Conservation
efforts  often  focus  on
charismatic  species
like pandas, elephants,
and  whales—animals
that  have  names  and
f a c e s  i n  p o p u l a r
culture.  Conversely,
species  that  remain
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unnamed  or  unknown
are  at  greater  risk  of
extinction.  The  act  of
naming  is,  therefore,
an act of preservation.
Indigenous  cultures
around the world have
t h e i r  o w n  r i c h
traditions  of  naming
animals.  These names
often  reflect  deep
ecological  knowledge,
describing the animal's
behavior,  habitat,  or
re la t ionsh ip  w i th
h u m a n s .  I n  m a n y
N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n
traditions,  animals  are
known as "the People"
or  "our  relat ives,"
reflecting  a  worldview
of  kinship  rather  than
dominance.  When  we
say  that  Man  Gave
Names  To  All  The
Animals ,  we  must
r e m e m b e r  t h a t
different  cultures  have
done  so  in  different
ways,  each  reflecting
t h e i r  u n i q u e
relationship  with  the

natural  world.
In modern society, we
continue  this  tradition
of  naming  every  day.
We name our pets, our
farms  animals,  and
even  individual  wild
animals  that  become
famous .  We  name
species  discovered  by
science—over a million
have  been  named  so
far, with millions more
yet  to  be  discovered.
Each name is a story, a
connection, a thread in
the vast web of life.

Language
and
Animal
Names: A
Linguistic
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Perspecti
ve
The story of Man Gave
Names  To  All  The
Animals  also  offers  a
f a s c i n a t i n g  l e n s
th rough  wh i ch  t o
explore  linguistics.
Animal  names  in  any
language reveal  much
about how that culture
perceives  the  natural
world.  Onomatopoeic
names—like  "cuckoo"
or  "buzzard"—imitate
the  sounds  animals
make.  Descript ive
n a m e s  d e s c r i b e
a p p e a r a n c e  o r
behavior.  And  many
animal  names  carry
symbolic  meanings
that go far beyond the
animal itself.
In  Engl ish,  animal
names  often  come
f r o m  a  m i x  o f
Germanic, French, and
L a t i n  r o o t s .  T h i s

reflects  the  layered
history  of  the  English
language  itself.  For
example,  the  animal
"cow" comes from Old
English,  while  "beef"
(the meat of the cow)
comes  from  French.
This  linguistic  division
mirrors  the  soc ia l
hierarchy  of  medieval
England, where Anglo-
Saxon  farmers  raised
animals  and  Norman
French  nobles  ate
them.
When we consider the
phrase  Man  Gave
Names  To  All  The
An ima ls ,  w e  c a n
appreciate  that  every
language  has  its  own
unique  set  of  animal
names,  each  with  its
o w n  h i s t o r y  a n d
cultural  associations.
The diversity of animal
n a m e s  a c r o s s
l a n g u a g e s  i s  a
testament  to  human
creat iv i ty  and  our
d e e p ,  e n d u r i n g
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connection  with  the
animal  kingdom.
Interestingly, the act of
naming also involves a
d e g r e e  o f
anthropomorphism—th
e attribution of human
character ist ics  to
animals. When we call
a  fox  "sly"  or  a  l ion
" b r a v e , "  w e  a r e
pro ject ing  human
qualities onto animals.
This  is  a  natural  and
perhaps  inevitable
aspect of  naming,  but
i t  can  a lso  lead  to
misunders tand ings
about animal behavior
and ecology.

The
Ecologica
l and

Spiritual
Significan
ce Today
In  our  modern  world,
where  biodiversity  is
unde r  t h rea t  and
spec ies  are  go ing
extinct  at  alarming
rates, the story of Man
Gave  Names  To  All
The Animals takes on
n e w  u r g e n c y .  I t
reminds  us  that  our
re la t ionsh ip  w i th
animals  is  not  just  a
matter  of  science  or
economics,  but  of
ethics and spirituality.
Every  species  that
goes extinct is a name
that  w i l l  never  be
spoken  again.  Each
loss diminishes the rich
tapestry  of  life  that
humans  have  been
naming  and  knowing
for  millennia.  The  act
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of naming is an act of
a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d
attention  is  the  first
step  toward  care  and
protection.
Many people today are
rediscover ing  the
spiritual  dimension  of
our  relationship  with
animals.  Nature-based
spiritual  traditions,
animal totems, and the
practice  of  "rewilding"
all  reflect  a  desire  to
reconnect  with  the
n a t u r a l  w o r l d  i n
meaningful  ways.  The
story of Adam naming
the  animals  can  be
seen  as  a  model  for
this  relationship—one
o f  r e s p e c t f u l
observation, thoughtful
d iscernment ,  and
loving  stewardship.
When we sing along to
Bob Dylan's gentle folk
s o n g  o r  r e a d  t h e
a n c i e n t  w o r d s  o f
G e n e s i s ,  w e  a r e
par t ic ipat ing  in  a
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i s

thousands of years old.
We  are  affirming  that
Man Gave Names To
All  The Animals  and
that this act of naming
binds us to the natural
world in ways that are
both  profound  and
sacred.
In  a  time  of  climate
c h a n g e ,  h a b i t a t
des t ruc t i on ,  and
species loss, the act of
naming can also be an
act of resistance. When
we learn the names of
the plants and animals
around  us ,  we  are
pushing  back  against
the  forces  that  would
r e n d e r  t h e  w o r l d
a n o n y m o u s  a n d
disposable.  We  are
reclaiming our  role  as
s t e w a r d s  a n d
caretakers.

Conclusio
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The phrase Man Gave
Names  To  All  The
Animals opens a door
i n t o  a  w o r l d  o f
meaning  that  spans
theo logy ,  mus i c ,
linguistics,  ecology,
and  ethics.  From  the
a n c i e n t  p a g e s  o f
Genesis  to  the  poetic
verses of a folk legend,
this  simple  statement
r e m i n d s  u s  o f  a
fundamental truth: that
l anguage  i s  wha t
connects  us  to  the
living  world,  and  that
naming  is  an  act  of
love and responsibility.
W h e t h e r  w e  a r e
scientists discovering a
new  species,  a  child

learning the names of
farm  animals,  or  a
songwriter  crafting  a
gentle melody, we are
all  participating in the
same ancient tradition.
We are continuing the
work that began at the
dawn of humanity—the
w o r k  o f  s e e i n g ,
knowing,  and  naming
the incredible diversity
of  life  with  which  we
share this planet.
Let  us  approach  this
work  with  humility,
c u r i o s i t y ,  a n d
reverence. For in every
name we give, we are
writing a  new chapter
in the ongoing story of
Man Gave Names To
All  The  Animals—a
story  that  is  far  from
over.


