
Money Worksheets For First Grade 1

Money Worksheets For First Grade

Money Worksheets For First Grade
Downloaded from everybodystreet.com

by Morse & Costa

Teaching first  graders  about  money is  one of  the most  practical
and exciting milestones in early math education.  At  this  age,
children are naturally curious about coins, bills, and the concept
of  buying  and  selling.  Money  worksheets  for  first  grade
provide  a  structured,  hands-on  way  to  introduce  these
foundational skills. Whether you are a parent looking for extra
practice at home or a teacher assembling a math center, the
right  worksheets  can  transform  abstract  ideas  into  concrete
learning. This article explores everything you need to know about
using  money  worksheets  effectively,  from identifying  pennies  to
solving simple word problems.

WHY MONEY SKILLS MATTER IN FIRST GRADE

Understanding money is more than a math standard. It builds
real-world  reasoning,  mental  math,  and decision-making.  First
graders are developmentally ready to recognize coins and their
values, count small sums, and begin comparing amounts. Money
worksheets for first grade bridge the gap between classroom
lessons and everyday experiences. When children learn to count
dimes and nickels, they also practice skip counting by 5s and
10s, reinforcing other math concepts. Moreover, money lessons
naturally  incorporate  language arts  when students  read word
problems or write amounts using cent symbols and dollar signs.
Research shows that early financial literacy correlates with better
numeracy outcomes. By using targeted worksheets,  educators
can ensure each child progresses at their own pace. The tactile
nature of  handling play coins combined with worksheet  tasks
creates  multiple  learning  pathways.  First  graders  benefit  from
repetition, but variety in worksheet formats keeps engagement
high.

KEY CONCEPTS COVERED IN FIRST GRADE MONEY
WORKSHEETS

Effective money worksheets for first grade typically focus on
a  set  of  core  competencies.  These  align  with  Common Core
standards  (specifically  2.MD.C.8,  which  often  begins  in  first
grade) and state math frameworks. Here are the essential areas:

Coin Identification and
Value
Before counting, children must recognize pennies, nickels, dimes,
and quarters. Worksheets often show images of both front and
back sides of coins. Tasks may include matching coins to their
names,  drawing  lines  to  values,  or  coloring  coins  with  specific
attributes. For example, a worksheet might ask, "Color all  the
dimes blue." This simple activity reinforces visual memory.

Counting Mixed Coins
Once identification is  solid,  students  count  groups of  coins.  First
grade worksheets typically use pennies, nickels, and dimes, with
quarters  introduced later.  Counting  mixed coins  requires  skip
counting and addition – a foundational skill.  A typical problem
might show three dimes and four pennies, asking for the total

amount. Many worksheets include a space for writing the answer
with a cent symbol.

Comparing Amounts
Comparing  money  values  builds  number  sense.  Worksheets
might show two piggy banks or two groups of coins and prompt
students to circle the one worth more. Some include <, >, or =
symbols. This subskill also reinforces the concept of greater than
and less than.

Making Change (Simple)
While  full  change-making  is  more  advanced,  first  graders  can
handle simple "How much more do you need?" problems. For
example, if an item costs 15 cents and you have 10 cents, how
many more cents do you need? These problems rely on addition
and subtraction within 20.

Money Word Problems
Realistic  scenarios  –  buying  a  pencil  for  25  cents,  saving
allowance  –  connect  math  to  life.  Word  problems  on  first  grade
money  worksheets  use  simple  language  and  one  step.  They
encourage reading comprehension alongside arithmetic.

TYPES OF MONEY WORKSHEETS FOR FIRST GRADE
LEARNERS

Variety keeps learning fresh. Below are common formats that
teachers  and  parents  can  choose  from,  each  serving  a  different
purpose.

Worksheet Type Example Activity Skill Focus

Coin Identification Match coin picture to
name Recognition

Counting Single Coins Count all the nickels Skip counting
Counting Mixed Coins
(P,N,D)

How much money in
this group? Addition

Comparing Coins Which is worth more? Comparison
Adding Money 5¢ + 10¢ = __ Basic addition

Word Problems
Tom has 3 dimes. He
finds a nickel. How
much now?

Application

Maze or Puzzle Follow the path of
coins totaling 50¢ Critical thinking

Cut and Paste Glue coins next to
price tags

Fine motor +
math

This table is  just a quick reference – actual  worksheets often
blend types. For instance, a single page might start with coin
identification  and  end  with  a  word  problem.  The  best  money
worksheets  for  first  grade  are  those  that  scaffold  learning,
gradually  increasing  difficulty.

HOW TO USE MONEY WORKSHEETS EFFECTIVELY IN
THE CLASSROOM OR AT HOME

Simply  handing  a  worksheet  to  a  first  grader  is  not  enough.  To
maximize learning, follow these best practices:
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Introduce with Real Coins
or Play Money
Before pencil  meets paper,  let  children touch and sort  actual
coins  (or  high-quality  plastic  replicas).  Hands-on  exploration
activates prior  knowledge.  Then,  use the worksheet to record
findings.  For  example,  after  sorting  coins  into  groups,  students
complete  a  worksheet  that  asks  them  to  count  each  group.

Use a Gradual Release
Model
Start  with  "I  do"  (teacher  models),  then  "We  do"  (guided
practice),  and  finally  "You  do"  (independent  worksheet).  For
money,  the  "We do"  phase  can  involve  solving  one  problem
together on the board using large coin cutouts. Then students try
a similar problem on their worksheet. This builds confidence.

Incorporate Mini-Lessons on
Coin Values
Before counting, ensure every student knows that a nickel equals
five pennies. Use anchor charts. Practice counting by 5s and 10s
chorally.  Worksheets  then  become  application  tools,  not
discovery  tools.

Offer Scaffolded Versions
Some  first  graders  may  still  be  mastering  counting  by  ones.
Provide worksheets with fewer coins or with pennies only. Others
may be ready for quarters and half-dollars. Differentiation within
the same class is key. Many printable money worksheets for
first grade come in leveled versions (easy, medium, challenge).

Make It Fun with Games
and Rewards
Turn a worksheet into a race: "Finish all the problems correctly
and earn a sticker." Alternatively, laminate worksheets and use
dry-erase markers for repeated practice. Puzzles, color-by-coin,
and even bingo-style pages keep young learners engaged.

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES AND WORKSHEET IDEAS

Here are a few original activity ideas that can be adapted into
worksheets. They emphasize active learning and can be easily
created by parents or teachers.

Coin Caterpillar: Draw a caterpillar with each body
segment containing a coin. Students count and write the
total at the end. This combines art and math.
Grocery Store Flyer: Use a simplified flyer with prices
under $1.00. Students cut and paste coins next to each
item to "pay" for it. This works as a cut-and-paste
worksheet.
Race to the Bank: A board game style worksheet where
students roll a die, move a token, and must correctly
identify or count coins shown in the square to stay.
Mystery Picture: Assign each coin value a color (penny =
brown, nickel = gray, dime = silver, quarter = blue).

Students color squares according to coin images to reveal a
hidden picture.
Daily Money Calendar: A week-long worksheet where
each day has a simple money task: Monday – draw a
penny, Tuesday – count 5 pennies, etc. This reinforces daily
practice.

All  these  ideas  can  be  formatted  as  printable  money
worksheets  for  first  grade  with  clear  instructions  and  ample
space for answers.

BENEFITS OF USING MONEY WORKSHEETS FOR FIRST
GRADERS

Worksheets serve many purposes beyond mere practice. They
offer measurable benefits when used thoughtfully.

Skill Reinforcement: Repeated exposure to coin images1.
and values solidifies memory. Worksheets provide spaced
repetition, which is critical for recall.
Assessment Tool: Teachers can quickly see which2.
students confuse dimes and nickels. Error analysis guides
future instruction.
Home-School Connection: Worksheets sent home allow3.
parents to understand what their child is learning. Many
parents appreciate having a concrete activity to do
together.
Independent Work Time: While the teacher works with a4.
small group, other students can complete money
worksheets independently, building stamina and
responsibility.
Cross-Curricular Integration: Money problems often5.
incorporate reading, writing (spelling coin names), and
even social studies (coins as part of culture).

When designed well, money worksheets for first grade are far
from busywork. They are strategic learning instruments.

DIGITAL VS. PRINTABLE MONEY WORKSHEETS:
WHICH IS BETTER?

Both formats have advantages. Printable worksheets offer tactile
engagement – students can write directly, use coins alongside,
and take them anywhere. They are also easy to modify, such as
cutting into strips for students who need shorter tasks. On the
other hand,  digital  worksheets (fillable PDFs or  interactive apps)
provide instant feedback and can be completed on tablets. Many
teachers use a hybrid approach: print for guided practice and
digital for stations. The key is to ensure the content is grade-
appropriate and visually clear. Regardless of format, high-quality
money worksheets for first grade should use large, clear coin
images (not confusable between dime and nickel)  and simple
fonts.

TIPS FOR PARENTS: SUPPORTING FIRST-GRADE
MONEY LEARNING AT HOME

Parents  often  ask  how  to  supplement  schoolwork.  Here  are
actionable tips:

Use real coins during daily routines: Let your child
count change at the grocery store, sort coins from a jar, or
help you pay small amounts.
Play store: Set up a pretend shop with priced toys (all
under $1). Use worksheets as "receipts" where your child
writes the total.
Practice skip counting: Sing songs or chant by 5s and
10s. This directly helps when counting nickels and dimes.
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Print themed worksheets: Look for seasonal worksheets
(e.g., Halloween candy money, holiday shopping). Many
free resources are online.
Celebrate successes: When your child completes a
worksheet correctly, celebrate. Positive reinforcement
builds a love for math.

Remember, the goal is not perfection every time. Mistakes are
opportunities to learn. Encourage your first grader to explain their
thinking.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW TO OVERCOME
THEM

Teaching money is not without hurdles. Here are frequent issues
and solutions.

Confusing Dimes and
Nickels
Both coins are small and silver. Solution: Use color-coding (nickel
gray, dime silver) and emphasize size: dimes are smaller than
nickels. Worksheets that require sorting by size help.

Difficulty with Skip
Counting

Counting by 5s and 10s is  not  automatic  for  many first  graders.
Solution:  Include  number  lines  on  worksheets.  Practice  skip
counting separately before money problems.

Understanding "How Much
More" Problems
Subtraction  in  word  problems  can  be  tricky.  Solution:  Use
concrete manipulatives. Have students physically remove coins
to find the difference, then transfer that action to the worksheet.

Lack of Engagement
Some  children  find  worksheets  boring.  Solution:  Gamify.  Use
timers, partner work, or reward systems. Incorporate stickers or
stamps for completed pages.
By anticipating these challenges, educators can select or design
money  worksheets  for  first  grade  that  proactively  address
them.

CONCLUSION

Mastering money in first grade sets the stage for financial literacy
and advanced math skills.  Money worksheets for first grade
are a versatile resource that supports coin recognition, counting


