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UNVEILING THE
UNTOLD
SACRIFICE: A DEEP
DIVE INTO BLACKS
WHO DIED FOR
JESUS BY MARK
HYMAN

The annals of Christian
history  are  filled  with
stories  of  martyrdom,
faith,  and  ultimate
sacrifice.  Yet,  for
c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e
narratives  of  African
and African-descended
believers  who  gave
their lives for their faith

h a v e  b e e n
m a r g i n a l i z e d ,
overlooked,  or  simply
e r a s e d  f r o m  t h e
mainstream  historical
r e c o r d .  I n  h i s
c o m p e l l i n g  a n d
m e t i c u l o u s l y
researched  work ,
Blacks Who Died For
Jesus A History Book
Mark Hyman  delivers
a  powerful  corrective.
This  volume  is  not
merely a list of names
a n d  d a t e s ;  i t  i s  a
profound exploration of
faith,  resilience,  and
the cost of discipleship
in  the  face  of  racial
oppress ion .  Mark
Hyman’s book reclaims
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t h e s e  p o w e r f u l
testimonies,  inviting
readers to witness the
c o u r a g e  o f  B l a c k
Christians  from  the
early  church  through
the modern era. In this
article, we will explore
the  content,  themes,
and significance of this
essential  historical
work, examining why it
matters  for  both  the
church and the broader
unders tand ing  o f
Christian  history.

The
Author’s
Vision:
Why Mark
Hyman

Wrote
This Book
Every  great  historical
work  begins  with  a
pressing question or a
forgotten  story.  Mark
Hyman,  a  respected
author  and  Christian
apologist, recognized a
glar ing  gap  in  the
available  literature.
Whi le  many  books
detail the lives of white
martyrs  and  ear ly
church  fathers,  the
accounts  o f  B lack
believers  who  faced
p e r s e c u t i o n ,
enslavement,  and
d e a t h  f o r  t h e i r
confession  of  Christ
rema ined  la rge ly
invisible.  Blacks  Who
D i e d  F o r  J e s u s  A
History  Book  Mark
Hyman  was born from
a  desire  to  restore
these  voices  to  the
global  conversation.



Blacks Who Died For Jesus A History Book Mark
Hyman 3

3

Hyman’s vision is clear:
to document and honor
the  fa i th  o f  B lack
Chr i s t i ans  whose
sacrifices were not only
for the Gospel but also
often  occurred  within
the  brutal  context  of
colonialism,  slavery,
and racism. He aims to
correct  the  historical
record,  showing  that
the body of Christ has
always  been  multi-
ethnic  and  that  the
cost of discipleship has
been  paid  in  full  by
people of every color.

A
Panorami
c View of
Christian

Martyrdo
m Across
the
African
Diaspora
The  book  covers  an
expansive  timeline,
tracing  the  lives  of
Black martyrs from the
earliest  centuries  of
Christ ianity  to  the
present  day.  Unlike
many works that focus
solely on one region or
era,  Hyman’s  text
t a k e s  a  g l o b a l
approach. Readers will
encounter stories from
North  Africa,  where
some  o f  t he  mos t
influential  early  church
t h e o l o g i a n s — l i k e
Tertullian, Cyprian, and
Augustine—were  part
of  a  vibrant  Christian
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culture  that  faced
s e v e r e  R o m a n
persecu t i on .  Bu t
Hyman  also  moves
beyond  the  classical
era  to  examine  the
horrific  realities  of  the
transatlantic  slave
trade, where countless
unnamed Africans died
holding onto their new
faith.  The  book  does
not shy away from the
complex intersection of
f a i t h  a n d  f o r c e d
convers ion,  but  i t
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
remarkable accounts of
enslaved  people  who,
d e s p i t e  b e i n g
bruta l i zed,  chose
m a r t y r d o m  o v e r
renouncing  Christ.

EARLY AFRICAN
MARTYRS: THE
FORGOTTEN
FOUNDATIONS

One of  the most  eye-
opening  sections  of
Blacks  Who  Died  For

Jesus  A  History  Book
Mark Hyman deals with
the  early  church  in
North  Africa.  Many
Christians are unaware
that the African church
was  a  powerhouse  of
theology  and  piety.
Hyman  brings  to  life
the  stories  of  martyrs
l ike  Perpetua  and
Felicity—two  young
mothers  who  were
executed  in  Carthage
i n  2 0 3  A D .  W h i l e
Perpetua was of Berber
descent  and  Felicity
w a s  a n  e n s l a v e d
woman,  their  story  is
often  told  without
emphasiz ing  their
African identity. Hyman
corrects  this,  placing
them  firmly  within  the
context  of  Afr ican
Christianity.  He  also
details the lives of the
Scill itan  Martyrs,  a
g r o u p  o f  t w e l v e
C h r i s t i a n s  f r o m
Numidia  (modern-day
Alger ia)  who  were
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executed in 180 AD for
refusing  to  swear  by
the  gen ius  o f  t he
emperor. Their simple,
p o w e r f u l
confession—“We  are
Christ ians”—echoes
throughout the book as
a  refrain  of  undying
faith.

RESISTANCE AND
FAITH DURING THE
ERA OF
ENSLAVEMENT

The transatlantic slave
trade represents one of
history’s  greatest
moral  horrors,  and
Hyman  ded ica tes
significant space to the
faith  of  the  enslaved.
Blacks  Who  Died  For
Jesus  recounts  the
stories  of  African-born
Christians  who  were
captured  and  forced
onto  ships,  yet  who
continued to pray and
lead  others  to  Christ
even  in  the  holds  of

slave  vessels.  One  of
the  most  poignant
accounts is that of the
“ Igbo  Land ing”  in
1803, where a group of
enslaved  Igbo  people
in  Georgia  chose  to
walk  into  the  swamp
and drown rather than
submit  to  a  l i fe  o f
chattel  slavery.  While
this is often interpreted
as  a  suicide,  Hyman
presents  it  through  a
C h r i s t i a n  l e n s :  a
c o l l e c t i v e  a c t  o f
resistance grounded in
a belief that death was
preferrable  to  a  life
without God’s freedom.
The book also explores
the  l i ves  o f  B lack
p r e a c h e r s  l i k e
Denmark  Vesey,  who
used  Scr ip ture  to
inspire  rebellion  and
w h o  d i e d  f o r  h i s
faith—though his story
is  complicated  by  the
polit ics  of  the  era.
Hyman  handles  these
n a r r a t i v e s  w i t h
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s e n s i t i v i t y ,
acknowledging  the
trauma while honoring
the faith.

The
Theologic
al
Themes:
Suffering,
Identity,
and Hope
Beyond  the  historical
details,  Blacks  Who
D i e d  F o r  J e s u s  A
History  Book  Mark
Hyman  is  r ich  with
theological  reflection.
Hyman does not simply
compi le  fac ts ;  he
invi tes  readers  to
c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e
meaning of suffering in

the Christian life.  One
central  theme  is  the
idea  of  “redemptive
suffering”—the  belief
that  their  pain  and
death  could  be  offered
to God as a testimony.
Another  crucial  theme
is  that  of  identity:
t h e s e  m a r t y r s
understood themselves
first  and  foremost  as
Chr ist ians,  not  as
slaves  or  second-class
citizens.  This  identity
empowered  them  to
resist  dehumanization.
Hyman  also  explores
t h e  h o p e  o f
resurrection,  which
s u s t a i n e d  t h e s e
believers  in  their  final
moments.  For  many
readers,  this  section
w i l l  c h a l l e n g e
contemporary  notions
of  comfort  and  ease
w i t h i n  W e s t e r n
Christianity.  The  book
f o r c e s  a
reconsideration of what
it  truly means to take
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up  one’s  cross  and
follow  Jesus.

A Crucial
Resource
for the
Modern
Church
Why  should  a  21st-
century  Christian  read
Blacks  Who  Died  For
Jesus  A  History  Book
Mark  Hyman?  The
reasons  are  manifold.
F i r s t ,  t h e  b o o k
addresses  a  significant
historiographical  gap.
For too long, Christian
history  has  been  told
from  a  predominantly
European  perspective.
Hyman’s work enriches
the  historical  record
and  provides  a  more
complete picture of the
global church. Second,

the book serves as an
inspiration for believers
today,  especially  for
t h o s e  f a c i n g
persecution.  In an era
when  Christ ians  in
many  par ts  o f  the
world  are  being  killed
for  their  faith,  these
stories from the Black
diaspora offer  powerful
e x a m p l e s  o f
steadfastness. Third, it
i s  a  too l  for  rac ia l
reconciliation  within
t h e  c h u r c h .  B y
acknowledging  the
suffering  and  faith  of
Black  Christians,  the
broader  church  can
b e g i n  t o  h e a l  o l d
wounds  and  build  a
more  unified  body.
Hyman’s  book  is  not
merely  an  academic
e x e r c i s e ;  i t  i s  a
pastoral  gift  to  the
church.

Educational
Value: Provides
detailed
accounts of Black
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martyrs not
found in
standard history
textbooks.
Inspirational
Content: Stories
of courage that
can encourage
modern believers
facing trials.
Corrective
Work:
Rebalances the
narrative of
Christian
martyrdom to
include African
and African-
descended
voices.
Devotional
Use: Each
chapter can
serve as a
meditation on
the cost of
discipleship.

Critical
Reception
and
Influence
Upon  i t s  re lease ,
Blacks  Who  Died  For
Jesus  A  History  Book
Mark  Hyman  received
a c c l a i m  f r o m
historians, pastors, and
lay readers alike. Many
p r a i s e d  H y m a n ’ s
rigorous  research  and
his  abi l i ty  to  make
c o m p l e x  h i s t o r y
accessible.  The  book
has  been  adopted  in
seminary  courses  on
global  Christianity,
A f r i can  Amer ican
religious  history,  and
martyrdom  studies.
Critics have noted that
Hyman  successfully
balances  scholarly
a c c u r a c y  w i t h  a
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narrative  style  that
reads  almost  l ike  a
devotional.  The  book
h a s  a l s o  s p a r k e d
i m p o r t a n t
conversations  about
how we remember and
honor  martyrs.  Some
r e a d e r s  h a v e
expressed  that  the
book  changed  their
unders tand ing  o f
church history,  forcing
them to recognize the
diversity  of  the  early
church.  Others  have
used it as a launchpad
for  further  study  into
Af r i can  Chr i s t ian
origins.  The  work  has
b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n
Christian  magazines,
p o d c a s t s ,  a n d
conferences,  further
c e m e n t i n g  i t s
influence.

Practical

Takeawa
ys for
Readers
Whether  you  are  a
student,  a  pastor,  or
s i m p l y  a  c u r i o u s
believer,  this  book
offers  several  practical
takeaways.  Here  are
some ways to engage
with  Blacks  Who Died
For  Jesus  A  History
Book  Mark  Hyman:

Study in a1.
Group: Read the
book with your
small group or
Sunday school
class. Discuss
how the stories
challenge your
own faith
assumptions.
Apply to2.
Modern
Persecution:
Use the book as



10

10 Blacks Who Died For Jesus A History
Book Mark Hyman

2025-01-28

a lens to
understand and
pray for
persecuted
Christians in
countries like
Nigeria, Sudan,
and India, where
many Black
Christians face
violence for their
faith.
Teach Your3.
Children:
Introduce these
stories to the
next generation.
Children’s
versions or
simplified
summaries can
help young
people
understand the
legacy of faith in
the Black
community.
Integrate into4.
Liturgy: Church
leaders can
incorporate the
names and

testimonies of
these martyrs
into prayers of
remembrance,
ensuring their
sacrifice is not
forgotten.
Support Racial5.
Reconciliation:
Use the book as
a starting point
for conversations
about race and
faith.
Acknowledge
that the body of
Christ has
suffered
together, and
that healing is
possible through
honest history.

Conclusio
n: A
Legacy of
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Faith
Worth
Rememb

ering
Blacks Who Died For
Jesus A History Book
Mark  Hyman  is  far
more than a historical
account; it is a sacred
act  of  remembrance.
M a r k  H y m a n  h a s
p e r f o r m e d  a n
invaluable  service  for
t h e  c h u r c h  b y
unear th ing  these
hidden  stories  and
presenting  them  with
dignity,  theological
depth,  and  historical
precision.  The  book
stands as a testament
to the undeniable truth
that  fa i th  in  Jesus
Christ transcends race,
cu l ture ,  and  even
death  itself.  These

Black  Christians—from
the  ea r l y  A f r i can
martyrs  to  those  who
suffered  in
c h a i n s — p u r c h a s e d
their  heavenly  crowns
at  an  earthly  cost.
Their witness cries out
across  centur ies ,
cha l leng ing  us  to
e x a m i n e  o u r  o w n
commitment  to  the
Gospel.  For  anyone
seeking a fuller,  more
a c c u r a t e
unders tand ing  o f
Christian history, or for
anyone  in  need  of
inspiration  to  remain
faithful under trial, this
b o o k  i s  a n
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
resource. In reading it,
we  not  on ly  honor
those  who  have  gone
before  but  we  also
equip ourselves to walk
t h e  s a m e  p a t h  o f
sacrificial  love.  It  is  a
history book that is, at
i t s  co re ,  a  ca l l  t o
discipleship.


