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UNLOCKING THE
MYSTERY OF THE
LED ZEPPELIN
HOUSES OF THE
HOLY TAB

For  generations  of
guitarists,  the  name
L e d  Z e p p e l i n
represents the pinnacle
o f  r o c k  g u i t a r
achievement.  The
band’s  catalogue  is  a
veritable  treasure
trove of riffs, solos, and
chord  progressions
that continue to inspire
players  of  a l l  sk i l l
levels .  Among  the
m a n y  s o n g s  t h a t
gui tar is ts  seek  to

master,  the title  track
from  the  1973  album
Houses  of  the  Holy
holds  a  unique  and
often  misunderstood
place. While the album
itself is a masterpiece,
the  song  “Houses  of
the Holy” was actually
left  off that  record  and
la te r  re leased  on
1975’s Physical Graffiti.
This  fascinating  piece
of rock history is  only
m a t c h e d  b y  t h e
complexity of its guitar
work .  Fo r  anyone
searching  for  a  Led
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The Holy tab, you are
e m b a r k i n g  o n  a
journey  into  one  of
J immy  Page’s  most
inventive and textured
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performances.
This  article  will  serve
as your comprehensive
guide to the song, the
t a b l a t u r e  t h a t
represents  it,  and  the
techniques required to
p l a y  i t  w i t h
authenticity.  We  will
explore  not  just  the
notes on the page, but
the feel, the gear, and
the  musical  context
that makes this track a
true test of a guitarist's
ability.  Whether  you
are a seasoned player
looking  to  refine  your
interpretation  or  a
dedicated fan eager to
learn your hero’s licks,
understanding the Led
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The Holy tab requires
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t
m e m o r i z i n g  f r e t
positions; it demands a
deep  appreciation  for
Jimmy Page’s genius.

THE SONG THAT

ALMOST WASN’T:
CONTEXT FOR THE
TAB

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  Led
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The  Holy  tab ,  it  is
essential to understand
the  song’s  unusual
history.  Recorded
during the sessions for
the album of the same
name  in  1972,  the
track  was  ultimately
left  off  the  final  cut.
The band felt it did not
fit  the  overall  flow  of
the  album.  Instead,  it
became  a  standout
t rack  on  Phys ica l
Graffiti.  This  context
matters  because  the
song  represents  a
transitional  period  for
the  band.  It  features
the  swagger  of  their
earlier blues-rock work
combined  with  the
more  nuanced,  funk-
inflected  rhythms  that
would define their later
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sound.
A  guitarist  attempting
to learn this piece must
approach  it  with  this
duality  in  mind.  The
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of The Holy tab is not
a straightforward blues
shuffle;  it  is  a  genre-
blending  composition
that demands rhythmic
precision  and  a  light
touch,  even during its
heavier  moments.  The
song  i s  bu i l t  on  a
deceptively  simple  riff
that ,  when  played
correctly, grooves with
a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e
momentum.

DECONSTRUCTING
THE MAIN RIFF:
THE HEART OF THE
TAB

The  opening  riff  of
“Houses of the Holy” is
one  of  Jimmy  Page’s
most memorable, yet it
i s  o f t e n  p l a y e d
incorrectly  by  aspiring

guitarists.  The  Led
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The Holy tab for this
sec t i on  typ i ca l l y
involves a syncopated,
staccato  pattern  that
relies  heavily  on  the
relationship  between
the root note and the
fifth.  Page  uses  a
combination  of  palm
muting and open string
resonance to create a
sound that is both tight
and expansive.

Rhythm
and
Syncopati
on
What makes this riff so
difficult  to  nail  is  the
rhythmic placement of
the chords. The accent
falls  on  the  off-beats,
giving  the  riff  a  funk-
driven,  almost  James
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Brown-inspired  feel.
When  reading  a  Led
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The  Holy  tab ,  pay
close  attention  to  the
rests.  Many  players
r u s h  t h r o u g h  t h e
silence,  missing  the
crucial space that gives
the  riff  its  swagger.
The secret is to lock in
with John Bonham’s hi-
ha t  and  John  Pau l
Jones’s  bass  line.  The
gu i t a r  i s  no t  j u s t
playing  a  riff;  it  is  part
o f  a  r h y t h m i c
conversation.

Chord
Voicings
and
Finger

Placemen
t
P a g e  r a r e l y  u s e s
standard open chords.
In  the  Led  Zeppelin
Houses Of The Holy
tab, you will encounter
unusual  voicings.  A
c o m m o n  s h a p e
involves  using  the  A
and  D  strings  for  the
root  and  fifth,  while
muting the low E string
with  the  side  of  your
fretting  hand.  This
technique  requires
precise muting to avoid
unwanted string noise.
The  index  finger  often
acts as a mute across
multiple  strings  while
the  r ing  and  pinky
fingers  handle  the
melody notes. This is a
hallmark  of  Page’s
style, and mastering it
is  key  to  making  the
riff sound authentic.
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THE ICONIC SOLO:
PHRASING OVER
SPEED

The  gu i tar  so lo  in
“Houses of the Holy” is
a  m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
melodic  phrasing.
U n l i k e  s o m e  o f
Z e p p e l i n ’ s  m o r e
aggressive, high-speed
so los ,  t h i s  one  i s
deliberate, soulful, and
remarkably  restrained.
A basic Led Zeppelin
Houses Of The Holy
tab  will  show you the
notes,  but  it  cannot
teach  you  the  feel.
Page  bends  notes
s l o w l y  a n d
deliberately,  often
holding  a  single  bend
for  several  bars  while
the  rhythm  section
shifts  beneath  him.

Bend

Techniqu
e and
Vibrato
One of the most critical
elements in this solo is
the pre-bend. Page will
bend  a  s t r ing  to  a
target  note  before
striking  it,  creating  a
seamless  legato  effect.
When  working  with  a
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of The Holy tab, look
f o r  t h e  s y m b o l s
indicating  a  pre-bend
(usually a curved arrow
pointing upward before
the note). Additionally,
his vibrato is wide and
slow,  almost  vocal  in
qua l i t y .  He  i s  no t
shaking  the  str ing
f ran t i ca l l y ;  he  i s
singing  through  the
guitar.  To  replicate
this,  relax  your  wrist
and  use  a  broad,  fluid
motion  rather  than  a
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tight, fast tremble.

Pentatoni
c and
Blues
Scales
Like  many  of  Page’s
so los ,  t h i s  one  i s
r o o t e d  i n  t h e
pentatonic minor scale.
However, he frequently
a d d s  c h r o m a t i c
passing tones and the
occasional  major  third
(the  “blue  note”)  to
create tension. A good
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of The Holy tab  will
highlight  these  subtle
departures  from  the
standard  scale.  Pay
special attention to the
way  he  s l ides  into
these notes; it is rarely
a  direct  hit.  There  is
always  a  slight  smear
or  glide  that  adds  to

t h e  e x p r e s s i v e
character of the line.

ESSENTIAL
TECHNIQUES FOR
PLAYING THE TAB
CORRECTLY

Many  guitarists  can
read  a  Led Zeppelin
Houses Of The Holy
tab  a n d  p l a y  t h e
correct  fret  numbers,
but they fail to capture
the  essence  of  the
performance.  To  truly
sound like Jimmy Page,
you  must  incorporate
several  specific
techniques  that  are
often  overlooked  in
basic  tablature.

Palm Muting
Dynamics: The
verses require
heavy palm
muting from the
picking hand,
which tightens
the low-end and
creates a
percussive
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attack. The
chorus, however,
requires you to
release this mute
completely,
letting the
chords ring out
and breathe. This
dynamic shift is
what gives the
song its ebb and
flow.
Dagger
Picking: Page
often uses a
down-picking
attack that is
aggressive but
controlled. For
the main riff,
ensure you are
striking the
strings with the
pick at a slight
angle to avoid a
harsh, brittle
sound. You want
a thick, chunkty
rhythm.
String Bending
Precision: Most
tablature

indicates a full
step (two frets)
or half step (one
fret) bend.
However, Page
frequently bends
to notes that are
slightly out of
tune, creating a
soulful, crying
effect. Use your
ear to ensure
your bends are
hitting the
correct pitch, but
do not be afraid
to add a
microtonal
inflection here
and there.
Use of the Les
Paul: Page
famously used a
1959 Gibson Les
Paul Standard for
this era. While
you do not need
the exact guitar
to play the Led
Zeppelin
Houses Of The
Holy tab,
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understanding
the tonal
characteristics of
humbuckers is
helpful. The neck
pickup is often
employed for the
cleaner, fatter
tones, while the
bridge pickup
provides the bite
for the solo.

WHERE TO FIND
ACCURATE
TABLATURE

The  internet  is  flooded
with  user-submitted
t a b s ,  b u t  t h e i r
accuracy varies wildly.
When  searching  for  a
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of The Holy tab, you
should prioritize quality
over quantity. Look for
tabs  that  have  been
rated  highly  by  the
community  and  that
i n c l u d e  d e t a i l e d
notation  for  timing,
bends,  and  slides.

Official1.
Songbooks: The
most reliable
source is the
official Led
Zeppelin guitar
tablature book
published by
Alfred Music.
These
transcriptions are
created by
professional
musicians and
are as close to
the source as
you can get
without sitting in
the studio with
the band.
Reputable Tab2.
Websites:
Websites like
Ultimate Guitar
often have
multiple versions
of the same
song. Look for
tabs marked as
“Official” or
those with a high
number of
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positive reviews.
Pay attention to
the comments
section, where
users often point
out errors.
Lesson3.
Platforms:
Platforms like
Songsterr offer
interactive
tablature that
plays along with
you. This can be
incredibly helpful
for
understanding
the rhythm and
timing that static
tablature cannot
capture.

Pro  Tip:  Once  you
have  found  a  reliable
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of The Holy tab, use
it  as  a  starting  point.
Cross-reference it with
live  performances  on
YouTube.  You  wi l l
n o t i c e  t h a t  P a g e
himself  changes  the
parts  sl ightly  from

show to show. The tab
is  a  map,  but  your
interpretation  is  the
journey.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
LEARNING THE
SONG

Even  exper ienced
guitarists  fal l  into
several  common traps
when  learning  this
track.  Being  aware  of
these pitfalls  will  help
you  save  t ime  and
frustration.

Neglectin
g the
Rhythm
Section
Many  players  focus
entirely  on  the  guitar
and  ignore  what  John
Paul  Jones  and  John
Bonham are doing. The
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Led Zeppelin Houses
Of  The  Holy  tab  is
only  one  piece  of  a
larger  puzzle.  The
guitar  riff  is  designed
to  interlock  with  the
bass  drum  and  bass
guitar. Practice playing
along with the original
track,  and  focus  on
locking into the groove
rather than just playing
the  notes .  I f  your
timing is off, the riff will
sound stiff and lifeless.

Overplayi
ng the
Solo
The solo in this song is
sparse. There are long
h e l d  n o t e s  a n d
significant  spaces
between  phrases.  A
common mistake is to
fill  these  gaps  with
unnecessary  licks  or
fast  runs.  Trust  the

silence.  The  power  of
Page’s  playing  comes
from what he does not
play. When reading the
Led Zeppelin Houses
Of  The  Holy  tab ,
respect  the  rests  as
much  as  you  respect
the notes.

Incorrect
Tuning
While  “Houses  of  the
Holy”  i s  p layed  in
s t a n d a r d  t u n i n g
(EADGBe), the setup of
Page’s  gu i tar  was
unique. He often used
extremely  light  gauge
strings,  which  allowed
him to bend notes with
e a s e .  I f  y o u  a r e
struggling  with  the
large bends in the solo,
consider adjusting your
string  gauge  or  your
a c t i o n .  T h e  L e d
Zeppelin  Houses  Of
The Holy tab assumes
a  level  of  playability
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that might not exist on
a  p o o r l y  s e t - u p
instrument.

THE GEAR BEHIND
THE TONE

While  tablature  tells
you where to put your
fingers,  it  does  not  tell
you how to sound like
Jimmy Page.  The tone
on  “Houses  o f  the
Holy”  is  characterized
by  a  warm,  slightly
overdriven crunch that
cleans  up  beautifully
w h e n  t h e  g u i t a r
volume is rolled back.
For  your  amplifier,  aim
for a sound that is just
o n  t h e  e d g e  o f

breakup.  A  Marshall-
style amp with the gain
set around 6 or 7 is a
good  starting  point.
Use a treble booster or
a clean boost to push
the  front  end  of  the
amp  without  adding
excessive  distortion.
The goal is clarity and
d y n a m i c s ,  n o t
saturation.  When  you
play the Led Zeppelin
Houses Of The Holy
tab ,  you  should  be
able  to  hear  every
string ringing out, even
when playing chords.
Reverb  and  de lay
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d
sparingly.


