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NAVIGATING THE
SAXON MATH
PLACEMENT TEST
FOR HIGH SCHOOL:
A COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

Choosing  the  right
math  course  in  high
school  can  feel  like  a
high-stakes  decision.
Get  it  right,  and your
s t u d e n t  b u i l d s
confidence  and  a
strong foundation. Get
it wrong, and they may
struggle with concepts
they are not ready for
o r  b e c o m e  b o r e d

without  sufficient
chal lenge.  Th is  i s
where  the  Saxon
Math  Placement
Test for high school
becomes an invaluable
tool.  Unlike  a  simple
diagnostic  quiz,  this
test  is  designed  to
pinpoint exactly where
a student should begin
within  the  rigorous
Saxon Math sequence.
Whether  you  are  a
parent,  a  homeschool
educator, or a student
prepar ing  fo r  the
trans i t ion  to  h igh
s c h o o l - l e v e l
m a t h e m a t i c s ,
understanding  this
placement  process  is
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the  first  step  toward
academic  success.
T h e  S a x o n  M a t h
curriculum  is  unique
b e c a u s e  o f  i t s
i n c r e m e n t a l
deve lopment  and
continuous  review
structure.  This  means
that skipping a step or
starting  in  the  wrong
place can lead to gaps
in  understanding  that
compound over time. A
properly  administered
S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  for
high  school  helps
avoid these pitfalls.  In
this  article,  we  will
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
the  tes t ,  f r om  i t s
structure  and  purpose
to  practical  tips  for
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d
i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e
results.  Our goal  is  to
provide you with clear,
actionable  information
so  you  can  make  the
best  decision  for  your

student's mathematical
journey.

WHAT IS THE
SAXON MATH
PLACEMENT TEST
FOR HIGH
SCHOOL?

T h e  S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  is  a
diagnostic  assessment
specifically  aligned
with  the  Saxon  Math
curriculum. It  is  not  a
general  aptitude  test
o r  a  m e a s u r e  o f
intelligence. Instead, it
evaluates  a  student's
mastery  of  specific
mathematical concepts
that  are  prerequisites
for each course in the
Saxon  sequence.  For
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t h i s
typical ly  involves
a s s e s s m e n t s  f o r
Algebra  1,  Algebra  2,
G e o m e t r y ,  a n d
Advanced Mathematics
( o f t e n  c a l l e d
Precalculus).
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The primary purpose of
t h e  S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  for
high  school  i s  to
ensure  that  a  student
is  placed  in  a  course
where  they  can  be
successful. Saxon Math
builds upon itself  in a
spiral  manner.  Each
lesson  introduces  a
new  concept  whi le
continuously  reviewing
previous material.  If  a
student  starts  in  a
course  that  assumes
knowledge they do not
have, they will struggle
to  keep  up  with  the
r e v i e w s  a n d
i n c r e m e n t a l
a d v a n c e m e n t s .
Conversely,  starting
too  low  can  lead  to
boredom and a lack of
m o t i v a t i o n .  T h e
placement  test  helps
find  the  sweet  spot.

How Is It
Different
from a
Standard
Math
Test?
Many  students  are
familiar  with  end-of-
year standardized tests
or  chapter  tests  from
other  curricula.  The
S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  for
h i g h  s c h o o l  i s
different in several key
ways:

Curriculum-
Specific: It is
designed around
the specific order
and depth of
topics presented
in Saxon
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textbooks. A
student who has
used a different
curriculum may
encounter topics
in a different
order, which can
affect their score.
Diagnostic, Not
Graded: The
purpose is not to
assign a letter
grade but to
identify strengths
and weaknesses.
The results guide
placement, not a
final report card.
Comprehensive
Coverage: The
test covers a
broad range of
topics from
previous courses
to ensure
readiness. For
example, the
Algebra 1
placement test
will cover pre-
algebra and
basic algebra

concepts
thoroughly.
No Time Limit
(Ideally): While
some proctors
may set a
generous time
limit, the test is
designed so that
students can
work at their own
pace. Rushing
can lead to
careless errors
and inaccurate
placement.

WHY PROPER
PLACEMENT
MATTERS IN HIGH
SCHOOL
MATHEMATICS

The stakes are  higher
in high school because
math  courses  build
d i r e c t l y  o n  o n e
a n o t h e r .  A  w e a k
foundation in Algebra 1
makes  success  in
Algebra 2 very difficult,
a n d  a  p o o r
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p e r f o r m a n c e  i n
Geometry  can  hinder
progress  in  Advanced
Mathemat ics .  The
S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  for
high  school  helps
p r e v e n t  t h e s e
cascading  problems.
Here are some of  the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
reasons  to  take  this
process seriously:

Avoids1.
Knowledge
Gaps: Saxon's
spiral approach
relies on
students coming
in with a solid
grasp of the
previous year's
material. The
placement test
identifies any
gaps that might
exist, especially
for students
transitioning
from a different
curriculum.
Builds2.

Confidence:
Nothing destroys
a student's
confidence in
math faster than
being placed in a
course that is too
difficult. Starting
in the right place
allows them to
experience
success from the
beginning, which
fosters a positive
attitude toward
learning.
Ensures3.
College
Readiness: High
school math
courses are a
critical
component of
college
applications and
readiness. A
proper sequence
that includes
Algebra 1,
Geometry,
Algebra 2, and
Advanced
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Mathematics (or
Calculus) is often
expected by
competitive
colleges.
Accurate
placement
ensures that a
student can
complete this
sequence in four
years.
Saves Time4.
and Money: If a
student is placed
incorrectly, they
may need to
repeat a course
or take remedial
classes, which
costs both time
and tuition
money. Getting it
right the first
time is far more
efficient.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STRUCTURE
OF THE TEST

T h e  Saxon  Math
Placement  Test  for

high school  is  not  a
single test but a series
of assessments. Saxon
Publishing  provides
free  placement  tests
on their website. Each
test  corresponds  to  a
specific  textbook.  The
most  common  high
school tests include:

Algebra 1
Placemen
t Test
T h i s  t e s t  c o v e r s
concepts  from  pre-
algebra  and  the  first
ha l f  o f  a  s tandard
a l g e b r a  c o u r s e .
Students  should  be
comfortable with basic
operations on integers
and  fractions,  simple
equations, graphing on
a  number  l ine,  and
basic word problems. A
strong  performance
h e r e  i n d i c a t e s
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readiness  for  Saxon
Algebra  1.

Algebra 2
Placemen
t Test
This  test  assumes
mastery of Algebra 1. It
c o v e r s  l i n e a r
equations,  systems  of
equations,  exponents,
polynomials,  factoring,
and  basic  quadratic
equations.  Students
who  score  well  here
can move directly into
Saxon Algebra 2.

Geometry
Placemen
t Test
It is important to note
that  Saxon  integrates
geometry  throughout
its  curriculum.  The

dedicated  Geometry
course  (often  called
Saxon  Geometry)  is  a
full-year  course.  The
placement test for this
course  covers  basic
geometric  concepts,
including lines, angles,
tr iangles,  c i rc les,
perimeter,  area,  and
volume,  as  wel l  as
some  algebraic  skills
needed  for  geometric
proofs.

Advanced
Mathema
tics
(Precalcul
us)
Placemen
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t Test
T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
challenging of the high
school  p lacement
tests.  It  covers  all  of
A l g e b r a  2  a n d
Geometry,  as  well  as
i n t r o d u c t o r y
t r i g o n o m e t r y ,
l o g a r i t h m s ,  a n d
advanced  functions.  A
student needs a strong
command  of  previous
material  to  place  into
A d v a n c e d
Mathematics.
Each  test  typically
contains  between  50
and  100  questions.
Saxon  recommends
that students without a
time limit work through
as  many  problems  as
they  can.  The  scoring
guide  provided  with
t h e  t e s t  h e l p s
d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h
course  is  appropriate
based  on  the  number
of correct answers.

WHO SHOULD
TAKE THE SAXON
MATH PLACEMENT
TEST?

The  short  answer  is:
any student who is new
to  the  Saxon  Math
curriculum,  or  any
student who has been
using  Saxon  but  is
unsure  i f  they  are
ready to  move to  the
next  level.  Here  are
some  specific
scenarios  where  the
S a x o n  M a t h
Placement  Test  for
h i g h  s c h o o l  i s
especially  useful:

New
Homeschool
Students: If you
are
homeschooling
for the first time
and your student
has used a
different math
program (like
Singapore Math,
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Teaching
Textbooks, or a
public school
curriculum), the
placement test is
essential. The
order of topics
and depth of
coverage may be
very different
from Saxon.
Public or
Private School
Transfers: A
student moving
from a traditional
school to a
homeschool
environment
using Saxon
should always
take the
placement test.
Their previous
school's "Algebra
1" may not have
covered the
same topics as
Saxon's Algebra
1.
Students Who
Struggled

Previously: If a
student had
difficulty in their
last math course,
taking the
placement test
can help
determine if they
need to review
an earlier level
before moving
forward. It is
better to take a
step back and
build a strong
foundation than
to push ahead
and continue to
struggle.
Advanced
Students: For
students who
excel in math,
the placement
test can confirm
readiness for an
advanced
course, such as
moving directly
from Algebra 1 to
Algebra 2 or from
Algebra 2 to
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Advanced
Mathematics.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE SAXON
MATH PLACEMENT
TEST

Since  the  purpose  of
the  test  is  to  find  the
best  fit,  last-minute
c r a m m i n g  i s
counterproductive. The
goal is not to achieve a
h igh  s co re  bu t  t o
achieve  an  accurate
score.  Here  are  some
practical  preparation
tips:

Review
Past
Material
A few weeks before the
test, have your student
review their notes and
previous  textbooks
from  the  last  math
course they completed.

Focus on areas where
they felt less confident.
The  review  should  be
g e n t l e  a n d
comprehensive,  not
stressful.

Take a
Practice
Test
Under
Real
Condition
s
Saxon  provides  free
placement  tests  on
their website. You can
use one of these as a
practice  test.  Have
your student work on it
in a quiet environment
without  interruptions.
This will give you both
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a sense of the format
a n d  t h e  t y p e s  o f
questions  asked.

Do Not
Teach to
the Test
Resist  the  urge  to
teach  a  specific  topic
just so the student can
answer  a  few  more
questions  correctly.  If
they miss questions on
a topic, that is valuable
information. It tells you
they are not ready for
that  mater ia l  yet .
Accurate  placement  is
more important than a
higher score.

Allow
Ample

Time
The test should not be
r u s h e d .  S a x o n
recommends giving the
student as much time
as  they  need,  within
reason .  A  t yp i ca l
student might take one
t o  t w o  h o u r s  t o
complete  a  placement
test.  If  a  student  is
rushing, they are likely
to  make  ca re less
mistakes, leading to an
inaccurate  placement
that  is  too  low.

INTERPRETING THE
RESULTS OF THE
PLACEMENT TEST

Once your student has
completed  the  Saxon
Math  Placement
Test for high school,
you will need to score
it using the answer key
and  scor ing  guide
provided by Saxon. The
scoring  guide  usually
recommends  a  specific
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course  based  on  the
number  of  correct
answers. However, the
score  is  not  the  only
factor.  Here is how to
interpret  the  results
holistically:

What the
Score
Says
The scoring guide will
typically  provide  a
range.  For  example:

80-100%
correct: The
student is ready
for the next
course in the
sequence.
60-79%
correct: The
student may be
ready, but some
review of the
previous course
may be
beneficial.

Consider
spending a few
weeks reviewing
weak areas
before starting
the new course.
Below 60%
correct: The
student likely
needs to take the
previous course
in the Saxon
sequence before
moving forward.
This is not a
failure; it is a
recommendation
for a stronger
foundation.

Consider
the
Student's
History
Look  beyond  the  raw
score.  Consider  the
student's  overall  math
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history.  Have  they
always  struggled  with
math,  or  was  this  a
particularly challenging
year?  Did  they  guess
on many questions? A
student  who  scored
70% but showed strong
understanding  of  core
concepts may be ready
to  move  forward  with
some review. A student
who  scored  70%  but
made  many  careless
errors  on  basic  topics
may  benefit  from  a
more  thorough  review.

The
"Middle
of the
Road"
Dilemma
Sometimes  a  student
scores  r ight  at  the
cutoff  point.  In  this

case, it is often better
to  err  on  the  side  of
caution and place them
in  the  lower  course.
Starting  strong  in  a
lower  course  builds
confidence  and  allows
them  to  accelerate
later if needed. Placing
them in a course that
is  too  difficult  can lead
to  frustration  and  a
negat ive  mindset
toward  math.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

Taking  the  Saxon
Math  Placement
Test for high school
can  be  stressful  for
both  students  and
parents. Here are some
common  challenges
and  s t ra teg ies  to
address  them:
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Test
Anxiety
M a n y  s t u d e n t s
experience  anxiety
during any kind of test.
Remind  your  student
that  this  test  is  not
graded  and  does  not
affect  their  GPA.  It  is
simply  a  tool  to  help
them  find  the  best
c o u r s e  f o r  t h e i r
l ea rn ing .  A  ca lm,
s u p p o r t i v e
environment can make
a big difference.

Transition
ing from
a
Different

Curriculu
m
I f  your  student  has
used  a  non-Saxon
curriculum,  they  may
encounter  topics  in  a
different  order.  This
can  be  disorienting.
Encourage  them  to
skip questions they do
not  recognize  and
move on. The goal is to
assess  what  they
know,  not  to  force
them  to  guess  on
unfamiliar material.

Older
Students
Starting
Saxon for
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the First
Time

High  school  students
who  are


