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INTRODUCTION: A GATHERING STORM IN FORKS

When The Twilight Saga: Eclipse arrived in theaters in 2010, it
marked a turning point for the franchise. Fans had already fallen
in love with the forbidden romance of Bella Swan and Edward
Cullen in Twilight, and endured the heart-wrenching separation in
New Moon. Now, Eclipse promised a return — but not a peaceful
one. Often referred to as the darkest and most action-packed
installment, the story of Eclipse Part 1 (the first half of the novel
and  film)  sets  the  stage  for  an  epic  confrontation.  This  article
dives deep into the key plot points, character developments, and
thematic  elements  that  define  the  opening  act  of  Eclipse,
exploring how Stephenie Meyer masterfully raised the stakes for
everyone in Forks.
The narrative of Eclipse Part 1 is less about a single battle and
more about the intricate webs of loyalty, history, and love that
bind  the  characters.  From  Bella’s  agonizing  choice  between
Edward and Jacob, to the terrifying rise of a vengeful vampire
army, the story balances intimate character moments with the
looming threat of war. In this analysis, we will unpack the layers
of  the  first  half,  focusing  on  the  Newborn  Vampire  Army,  the

deepening of the Jacob-Bella-Edward triangle, and the powerful
backstory of the Quileute werewolves.

THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM: BELLA AND
EDWARD’S ENGAGEMENT

Eclipse Part 1 opens with a sense of fragile peace. Edward has
returned,  the  Volturi  are  appeased  for  now,  and  Bella  is
determined  to  become  a  vampire.  The  very  first  chapters  deal
with Edward’s reluctant agreement to marry Bella — a condition
he sets before he will  change her.  This decision is  not made
lightly. Edward’s old-fashioned values clash with Bella’s practical,
almost impatient view of  her own mortality.  Their  discussions
about the wedding ring, the venue, and the timing create a sweet
yet tense atmosphere. The engagement becomes a central pillar
of Eclipse Part 1, representing Bella’s commitment to leaving
her human life behind.
But  the calm is  deceptive.  Even as Bella  plans a future with
Edward,  a  series  of  mysterious  attacks  in  Seattle  draw  the
attention  of  the  Cullen  family.  The  attacks  are  brutal,
unexplained,  and seem to be the work of  an unusually  large
number  of  newborn  vampires.  Carlisle,  the  family  patriarch,
suspects that someone is creating an army — and that army is
heading straight  for  Forks.  This  revelation transforms Eclipse

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Twilight Saga Eclipse Part 1 2023-03-06

Part 1  into a ticking clock. The Cullens must prepare for war
while  also  trying  to  protect  Bella  from  her  own  reckless
determination to be in the middle of the conflict.

THE NEWBORN VAMPIRE ARMY: A THREAT UNLIKE
ANY OTHER

One of  the most  thrilling  elements  of  Eclipse Part  1  is  the
introduction of the newborn vampire army. Newborns are freshly
turned  vampires,  immensely  strong  and  nearly  uncontrollable
due to  their  bloodlust.  They are  the most  dangerous kind of
vampire,  and  an  army  of  them  is  virtually  unheard  of.  The
Cullens, Jasper — who has experience with newborn armies from
his own past — becomes the strategist. In Eclipse Part 1, we
see  Jasper  training  his  family  for  the  first  time.  The  training
sequences  are  some  of  the  most  memorable  in  the  series,
showcasing the unique abilities of each Cullen vampire: Alice’s
precognition, Edward’s mind-reading, Emmett’s brute strength,
and Rosalie’s fierce protectiveness.
The source of this army is, of course, Victoria — the red-haired
vampire  who  swore  revenge  on  Edward  for  killing  her  mate,
James,  in  the  first  book.  Victoria’s  return  in  Eclipse  Part  1  is
methodical and terrifying. Instead of attacking directly, she has
spent  months  creating  newborns  in  Seattle,  feeding  them  a
steady diet of criminals to keep them hidden, and building a force
that can overwhelm the Cullens. Victoria’s role in Eclipse Part 1
is that of a puppet master. She does not appear often, but her
influence is felt in every attack. The ambiguity of her plan keeps
the reader and the characters on edge.

JACOB BLACK AND THE WEREWOLF PACK: ALLIES OR
RIVALS?

The Quileute Side of the
Story
No discussion of Eclipse Part 1 is complete without examining
the  deepening  involvement  of  the  Quileute  wolf  pack.  Jacob
Black,  now the alpha of  his  own pack,  is  struggling with two
powerful forces: his love for Bella and his hatred of the Cullens.
The treaty between the wolves and the vampires is fragile, and
the arrival of the newborn army forces an uneasy alliance. In the
first  half  of  Eclipse,  we  see  Jacob  torn  between  his  duty  to
protect the tribe and his personal feelings. The scenes where he
confronts Edward at Bella’s house are charged with jealousy and
anger, yet there is an underlying respect that slowly emerges.
The pack dynamics are also explored. We learn more about the
imprinting process, the legends of the Third Wife, and the tragic
history of the Quileute elders. In Eclipse Part 1, the story of the
ancient  war  between the Quileute shapeshifters  and the cold
ones is revealed — a history that explains why the wolves are
biologically  programmed  to  destroy  vampires.  This  backstory
adds a layer of depth to the conflict, showing that the characters
are  not  just  fighting  for  Bella,  but  for  ancient  reasons  that  go
back  generations.
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THE LOVE TRIANGLE INTENSIFIES: BELLA’S
IMPOSSIBLE CHOICE

Eclipse Part 1 is arguably the peak of the romantic tension in
the  series.  Bella  is  now  engaged  to  Edward  but  finds  herself
drawn to Jacob in ways she cannot deny. The book spends a
significant amount of time on Bella’s internal struggle. She loves
Edward  —  that  has  never  been  in  doubt.  But  Jacob  offers
something  Edward  cannot:  warmth,  passion,  and  a  shared
humanity.  In  the first  half  of  Eclipse,  Bella  is  forced to  confront
her  feelings  during  a  series  of  intimate  conversations  and
confrontations.
The infamous kiss between Jacob and Bella in the clearing is one
of the most pivotal moments of Eclipse Part 1. It throws Bella’s
emotions into chaos and creates a rift that is not easily mended.
Edward’s reaction — stoic, jealous, yet understanding — reveals
his maturity, while Jacob’s raw vulnerability shows how deeply he
cares. This triangle is not just about romance; it is about Bella’s
identity. Choosing Edward means becoming a vampire, leaving
her  family  and  her  humanity  behind.  Choosing  Jacob  means
staying human, growing old, and possibly losing the wolf pack.
The tension of this choice drives much of the narrative in Eclipse
Part 1.

ROSALIE’S STORY: A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST

One  of  the  most  compelling  subplots  in  Eclipse  Part  1  is
Rosalie’s backstory. Rosalie has often been portrayed as cold and
distant, but in this installment, she opens up to Bella. While Bella
is staying at the Cullen house, Rosalie tells her the story of her

transformation — how she was a beautiful, spoiled young woman
in  the  1930s  who  was  attacked  by  her  drunken  fiancé  and  his
friends, left for dead, and then saved by Carlisle. Rosalie’s tale is
haunting, and it serves a dual purpose in Eclipse Part 1. First, it
explains why Rosalie resents Bella’s desire to become a vampire
— she sees it as throwing away a gift that Rosalie lost. Second, it
humanizes Rosalie, making her more sympathetic. This moment
of bonding is crucial, because it shows that the Cullens are not
just a perfect family; they are a collection of broken individuals
who found a way to rebuild.

BUILDING THE ARMY: JASPER’S TRAINING AND
PREPARATION

As mentioned earlier, Jasper’s role in Eclipse Part 1 is that of a
military  tactician.  He organizes  drills,  using  the  open fields  near
the Cullens’  home as a  training ground.  The Cullens practice
fighting against multiple enemies, learning to use their powers in
combination. Emmett and Jasper spar, Alice uses her visions to
predict  attacks,  and  Edward  coordinates  the  defense.  These
scenes add a sense of urgency and realism to the fantasy world.
The reader can almost feel the hours of preparation, the sweat
and strain.
Meanwhile, Jacob and his pack are also training. The wolves are
fast, strong, and telepathically linked, making them formidable
allies.  But  the  alliance  is  tense.  In  Eclipse  Part  1,  the  first
meeting between the wolves and the Cullens is  charged with
hostility. Only the shared threat of Victoria’s army keeps them
from attacking each other. The series of meetings, where terms
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are  negotiated  and  boundaries  are  set,  highlights  the  fragile
nature  of  the  peace.  The  reader  is  left  wondering:  will  this
alliance  hold,  or  will  old  rivalries  destroy  them  before  the
newborns even arrive?

SEATTLE’S CARNAGE: THE MOUNTING DEATH TOLL

A key narrative device in Eclipse Part 1 is the growing death toll
in Seattle. The vampires are not just attacking random people;
they are leaving a trail of bodies that attracts the attention of the
Volturi. Bella and Edward follow the news closely, and the horror
of the situation is palpable. The murders are described with just
enough detail  to be chilling without becoming gratuitous. This
subplot  serves to raise the stakes:  the Cullens cannot simply
ignore the newborn army,  because the Volturi  will  eventually
intervene, and their justice is absolute. The clock is ticking, and
every day brings the battle closer.

THEMATIC DEPTH: LOVE, SACRIFICE, AND IDENTITY

Beyond the action and romance,  Eclipse Part 1  is  rich with
thematic  content.  The  story  explores  what  it  means  to  love
selflessly. Edward is willing to let Bella go if that is what she truly
wants.  Jacob  is  willing  to  fight  alongside  his  sworn  enemies  to
protect  her.  Bella,  in  turn,  is  forced  to  examine  her  own
motivations: is she choosing Edward out of love, or out of fear of
being  alone?  The  concept  of  sacrifice  is  woven  into  every

decision. The Cullens risk exposure to save the town; the wolves
risk their lives to honor a treaty. These themes elevate Eclipse
beyond a simple love story, making it a meditation on the nature
of choice and commitment.

CONCLUSION: THE CALM BEFORE THE FINAL STORM

Twilight Saga Eclipse Part 1 sets a powerful foundation for the
climactic battle that defines the second half of the novel and film.
It deepens characters, introduces a terrifying villain, and forces
the central love triangle to a breaking point. By the midpoint of
the story, Bella has made her choice to become a vampire, but
she has also acknowledged her love for Jacob in a way that will
haunt her. The alliance between the wolves and the Cullens is
forged, but tensions remain high. Victoria’s army is growing, and
the  final  confrontation  is  inevitable.  Eclipse  Part  1  is  a
masterclass in pacing and emotional  buildup, combining high-
stakes fantasy with deeply personal drama. For fans of the series,
it remains one of the most compelling segments of the entire
saga  —  a  story  of  love,  loyalty,  and  the  sacrifices  required  to
protect  what  matters  most.
Whether  you  are  revisiting  the  series  for  the  first  time  or
experiencing  it  anew,  Eclipse  Part  1  offers  a  rich  tapestry  of
storytelling that continues to resonate with readers and viewers
alike. The stage is set. The players are in position. And the drama
is just beginning.


