
Facts About Highwaymen For Kids 1

Facts About
Highwaymen For
Kids

Facts About
Highwaymen
For Kids

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com

by Moyer &
Schwartz

GALLOPING
THROUGH
HISTORY:
AMAZING FACTS
ABOUT
HIGHWAYMEN FOR
KIDS

I m a g i n e  a  d a r k ,
moonlit road. The only
sound is the clip-clop of
a  horse's  hooves  and
the whisper of the wind
through  the  trees.
Suddenly,  a  masked
rider blocks the path, a
pistol  glinting  in  the
faint  light.  "Stand and
del iver!"  the  r ider

shouts  in  a  booming
voice.  This  scene,
s t r a i g h t  o u t  o f  a
s to rybook ,  i s  the
c lass ic  image  of  a
h ighwayman .  Fo r
centuries, these daring
criminals on horseback
roamed  the  roads  of
England,  Ireland,  and
other  par ts  o f  the
wor ld.  Whi le  their
actions  were  illegal,
thei r  stor ies  have
become  legendary,
filled  with  adventure,
danger, and sometimes
e v e n  a  t o u c h  o f
romance.  Let's  saddle
up  and  ride  through
some fascinating facts
about highwaymen for
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kids,  uncovering  the
t r u t h  b e h i n d  t h e
legends.

Who
Exactly
Were the
Highway
men?
Highwaymen  were
robbers  who  stopped
travelers on the roads,
usually  on  horseback.
Think  of  them as  the
pirates  of  the  land!
Instead  of  sailing  the
s e v e n  s e a s ,  t h e y
patrolled  the  King's
highways.  Their  main
t a r g e t s  w e r e
s t a g e c o a c h e s ,
carriages,  and  lone
riders.  They  would
d e m a n d  m o n e y ,
jewelry,  and  other
valuables  from  their

victims.  The  phrase
"Stand  and  deliver"
was  the i r  f amous
command,  meaning
"Stop and give me your
valuables."  While  they
were  definitely
c r i m i n a l s ,  m a n y
highwaymen  became
famous for their daring
e s c a p e s ,  c l e v e r
disguises,  and  even
their  polite  manners,
which is why they often
appear  in  stories  and
poems today.

The
Golden
Age of
Highway
Robbery
T h e  t i m e  w h e n
highwaymen  were
most  active  is  often
called the "Golden Age
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of  Highway  Robbery."
T h i s  p e r i o d  w a s
r o u g h l y  f r o m  t h e
mid-1600s to the early
1800s.  During  this
time,  traveling  was
v e r y  s l o w  a n d
dangerous. Roads were
often  unpaved,  dark,
and  passed  through
lonely forests and open
heathland. This made it
easy  for  highwaymen
to  hide  and  ambush
travelers. Unlike today,
there  was  no  police
force to quickly chase
down  criminals.  If  a
highwayman  escaped
into  the  countryside,
they  cou ld  eas i l y
d i s a p p e a r  i n t o  a
different  county  where
nobody  knew  them.
This  made  being  a
highwayman  a  risky
but  often  successful
way to make a living,
at  least  for  a  l i tt le
while.

FAMOUS
HIGHWAYMEN YOU
SHOULD KNOW

Part  of  what  makes
f a c t s  a b o u t
highwaymen  for  kids
so exciting is  learning
about  the  real- l i fe
c h a r a c t e r s  w h o
became legends. Some
were  brutal  criminals,
but others became folk
heroes, like the British
version of Robin Hood.

Dick
Turpin:
The Most
Famous
Highway
man
The name Dick Turpin
is  almost  synonymous
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with  highwayman.  He
is  the  most  famous
highwayman in English
history.  However,  the
real  Dick  Turpin  was
quite different from the
hero  in  the  stories.
Turpin  started  his
criminal  career  as  a
d e e r  t h i e f  a n d  a
member  of  a  violent
gang. He later became
a highwayman, but he
was  known  for  h is
cruelty  and  violence,
not  his  charm.  The
legend  of  Dick  Turpin
r id ing  h is  fa i thfu l
horse, Black Bess, from
London to York in just a
few  hours  to  escape
the law is a story that
was  invented  years
af ter  h is  death  by
writers. The real Turpin
was  actually  caught
and executed in 1739.
Still, his name remains
the most well-known in
t h e  w o r l d  o f
highwaymen.

Claude
Duval:
The
Gallant
Highway
man
I f  D i c k  T u r p i n
represents  the  tough
side  of  highwaymen,
C l a u d e  D u v a l
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
romantic  side.  Duval
was a Frenchman who
became a highwayman
in  England.  He  was
f a m o u s  f o r  h i s
excellent manners and
charm.  One  of  the
most  popular  stories
about  Duval  involves
him stopping a coach,
but  instead  of  simply
r o b b i n g  t h e
passengers, he danced
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with  the  lady  inside!
After  the  dance,  he
on ly  t ook  a  sma l l
amount of money from
her husband, whom he
had  been  robbing.
Stories like this created
t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e
" g e n t l e m a n
highwayman" who was
polite,  well-dressed,
a n d  r e s p e c t f u l ,
especially  to  women.
Duval  was  eventually
caught and executed in
1670, but his legend as
a  dashing,  courteous
robber  lived  on.

Captain
James
Hind: The
Royalist

Rebel
Not  all  highwaymen
were in it  just for the
m o n e y .  C a p t a i n
James  Hind  was  a
highwayman who  also
had  strong  political
beliefs.  He  fought  for
the  Royalists  during
the  English  Civil  War,
s u p p o r t i n g  K i n g
Charles I. After the king
was  defeated,  Hind
became a highwayman
and  was  known  for
robbing  supporters  of
the  new  government,
often  giving  some  of
h i s  l o o t  t o  p o o r
Royalists.  This  made
him  a  popular  figure
among those who still
supported the king. His
story shows how some
highwaymen  were
seen  as  rebels  fighting
against  unfair  laws  or
rulers, which is another
r e a s o n  w h y  t h e i r
s t o r i e s  a r e  s o
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interesting.

HIGHWAYMAN
GEAR: THE TOOLS
OF THE TRADE

How  did  highwaymen
m a n a g e  t o  s t o p
stagecoaches  and  get
a w a y  w i t h  t h e i r
crimes?  They  had  a
special set of tools and
skills  that  made them
successful, at least for
a while. Understanding
these  tools  is  one  of
the most exciting facts
about highwaymen for
kids.

A Fast
and
Reliable
Horse
The  most  important
tool for a highwayman
w a s  h i s  h o r s e .  A
highwayman without a

h o r s e  w a s  j u s t  a
common  footpad  (a
robber on foot). A good
horse was essential for
catching up to a fast-
moving  stagecoach
and, more importantly,
for  escaping  from the
law. Many highwaymen
had a deep bond with
their  horses.  They
would  carefully  train
them to be quiet, fast,
and  brave.  A  horse
named  Black  Bess  is
famously linked to Dick
Turpin, and many other
highwaymen had their
own trusted steeds.  A
sw i f t  ho rse  was  a
highwayman's  best
friend and his ticket to
freedom.

Masks
and
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Disguises
T o  a v o i d  b e i n g
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d
arrested,  highwaymen
wore  disguises.  The
most  famous  disguise
was  a  mask .  Some
wore  a  simple  black
cloth  tied  over  their
eyes, while others used
a  full  mask  made  of
leather or fabric. They
also  often  wore  large
coats or cloaks to hide
their  c lothing  and
bui ld.  Some  would
even  change  their
voice  or  speak  in  a
different  accent.  If  a
h i g h w a y m a n  w a s
recognized by a victim
later  on,  he  could  be
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e
authorities and quickly
captured.  So,  a  good
disguise  was  just  as
important  as  a  fast
horse.

Weapons:
Pistols
and
Swords
T h e  c l a s s i c
highwayman carried at
least  two  pistols.  In
the 1700s, pistols were
single-shot  weapons
that took a long time to
reload.  Carrying  two
pis to ls  meant  the
highwayman  could  fire
twice  before  needing
to  reload,  which  gave
him  a  big  advantage.
The  sight  of  a  pistol
was  often  enough  to
make  victims  give  up
their valuables without
a  fight.  Many
h ighwaymen  a l so
carried a sword, which
they used for fighting if
a victim tried to resist.
The  combination  of  a
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pistol  and  a  sword
made a highwayman a
v e r y  d a n g e r o u s
opponent  f o r  any
traveler.

WHY WERE
HIGHWAYMEN SO
FAMOUS?

You might wonder why
we  st i l l  ta lk  about
highwaymen  today
when  there  were  so
many other criminals in
history.  There  are
several  reasons  why
these robbers  became
legendary figures.

They
Were
Seen as
Rebels

and
Outlaws
Many  people  in  the
1700s were very poor
and  had  little  power.
The  government  and
the  rich  landowners
often made rules  that
were unfair to the poor.
When  a  highwayman
robbed a rich lord or a
government  official,
some poor people felt
a sense of satisfaction.
T h e y  s a w  t h e
h i g h w a y m a n  a s
someone  who  was
fighting  back  against
an unfair system. This
is  why characters  like
R o b i n  H o o d  a n d
Captain  Hind  became
folk heroes. The idea of
a  "noble  robber"  who
steals from the rich is a
very  powerful  and
popular  story.



Facts About Highwaymen For Kids 9

9

Rumors
and
Stories
Spread
Quickly
In  the  days  before
televis ion  and  the
in te rne t ,  s t o r i e s
traveled  by  word  of
mouth.  People  would
gather  in  taverns  and
inns to share news and
tell  stories.  When  a
d a r i n g  h i g h w a y
robbery happened, the
story would be told and
retold,  growing  bigger
and more exciting each
time.  A  highwayman
might  have  been  a
s i m p l e ,  v i o l e n t
criminal,  but  through
storytelling,  he  could
become a daring hero
who  never  missed  a

shot.  Ballads  (story-
songs)  were  written
a b o u t  f a m o u s
h ighwaymen,  and
these  songs  helped
spread their fame even
further.

The Thrill
of Danger
and
Adventur
e
For many people, life in
the  1700s  was  boring
and hard. The story of
a  highwayman  offered
a thrilling escape from
e v e r y d a y  l i f e .
Highwaymen  l ived
outside  the  law,  and
their lives were full  of
risk,  adventure,  and
exc i tement .  They
galloped  through  the
night,  outwitted  the
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authorities,  and  had
narrow  escapes  from
danger.  For  people
reading or listening to
these stories, it was a
way  to  experience  a
l i f e  o f  adven tu re
without any of the real
risk.  The  danger  was
part of the fun.

THE END OF THE
HIGHWAYMAN ERA

As  time  went  on,  the
go lden  age  o f  the
highwaymen  came  to
an end. Several things
changed  that  made  it
harder  and harder  for
them to operate.

Better
Roads
and Law

Enforcem
ent
In  the  early  1800s,
r o a d s  b e g a n  t o
i m p r o v e .  T h e
government  bu i l t
better, straighter roads
that  were  harder  to
a m b u s h .  M o r e
importantly,  organized
pol ice  forces  were
created. In London, the
Metropolitan Police was
formed in 1829. These
"Bobbies" (a nickname
for  police  officers)
could patrol the streets
and  chase  criminals
effectively. The days of
a  highwayman  easily
escaping  to  another
county were over. With
a  network  of  police
forces,  they  could  be
tracked  down  and
arrested  much  more
easily.
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The Bank
and
Faster
Travel
Two other big changes
a l s o  h u r t  t h e
highwaymen.  First,
people  started  using
b a n k s  a n d  p a p e r
money  (banknotes)
more often. Instead of
carrying heavy bags of
gold coins (which were
easy for a highwayman
to  steal),  travelers
could  carry  a  l ight
piece of paper from a
b a n k .  T h i s  p a p e r
m o n e y  w a s  o f t e n
marked  or  had  serial
numbers,  making  it
very  difficult  for  a
highwayman  to  spend
i t  w i t h o u t  b e i n g
caught.  Second,  the
invention of the railway

changed travel forever.
People began to travel
by train instead of  by
stagecoach.  Trains
were  very  fast  and
carried  many  people,
making  them  almost
impossible for a single
h ighwayman  on  a
horse  to  rob.

HIGHWAYMEN IN
STORIES, POEMS,
AND POP CULTURE

Even  though  the  real
highwaymen  are  long
gone,  they  live  on  in
our imaginations. They
appear  in  all  kinds  of
media,  from  classic
poems  to  modern
movies.

The
Famous
Poem:
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"The
Highway
man" by
Alfred

Noyes
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
f amous  p i eces  o f
l i terature  about  a
highwayman  is  the
p o e m  " T h e
Highwayman"  by
Alfred Noyes, written in
1906. This poem tells a
tragic  and  romantic
story of a highwayman
who comes to visit his
sweetheart,  Bess,  the
landlord's  daughter.
The  poem  is  ful l  of
powerful  images:  "The
wind was a torrent  of
darkness  among  the
gusty trees," and "The
road  was  a  ribbon  of
moonlight  over  the

purple  moor."  It  is  a
thr i l l ing,  sad,  and
beautiful  poem  that
has  cap tu red  the
hearts  of  readers  for
over a hundred years.
Many  children  first
l e a r n  a b o u t
h i g h w a y m e n  b y
reading or hearing this
poem in school.

Modern
Movies
and
Books
Highwaymen  continue
to  appear  in  movies,
TV  shows,  and  video
games. They are often
shown  as  dashing,
rogu ish  heroes  or
charming  villains.  For
example, the character
of  Will  Turner  in  the
P i r a t e s  o f  t h e
Caribbean movies has
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some  similarities  to  a
highwayman,  though
he  is  a  p irate.  The
class ic  movie  The
Adventures of Robin
Hood  (1938)  features
E r r o l  F l y n n  a s  a
character  who  is  very
much  l i ke  a  nob le
h i g h w a y m a n .  I n
literature,  authors
cont inue  to  wr i te
adventure stories  with
h i g h w a y m a n
characters  because
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t
freedom,  danger,  and
rebellion.

What We
Can
Learn
from

Highway
men
Today
Studying  facts  about
highwaymen for kids is
not just about learning
history. It also teaches
us  about  storytelling,
j u s t i c e ,  a n d  h o w
legends  are  created.
T h e  s t o r i e s  o f
highwaymen  show  us
tha t  peop le  have
always been fascinated
b y  o u t l a w s  w h o
challenge  authority.
But they also teach us
that  cr ime  usual ly
doesn't pay. Almost all
o f  t h e  f a m o u s
highwaymen  were
eventually  captured,
i m p r i s o n e d ,  o r
e x e c u t e d .  T h e i r
exciting  lives  were
short  and  dangerous.
The real lesson is that
while  it's  fun  to  read
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about daring robbers, a
life of crime leads to a
bad  end.  The  best
adventure  stories  are
the ones we read, not
the ones we live.

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING LEGEND
OF THE
HIGHWAYMAN

From  the  rea l - l i fe

crimes  of  Dick  Turpin
to the poetic romance
o f  A l f red  Noyes ' s
f a m o u s  p o e m ,
highwaymen have  left
an unforgettable mark
on  our  culture.  These
masked riders on swift
ho r ses ,  shou t i ng
"Stand and deliver!" on
dark,  lonely  roads,
represent  a  time  of
danger,  adventure


