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EMBARK ON A SURVIVOR'’S JOURNEY: THE ULTIMATE
TOMB RAIDER DEFINITIVE EDITION GUIDE

Few titles in modern gaming have managed to reboot a beloved
franchise with such critical and commercial success as Square
Enix and Crystal Dynamics did with the 2013 Tomb Raider. This
origin story transformed Lara Croft from a seasoned adventurer
into a vulnerable, resourceful survivor. For those looking to
experience this gripping narrative and refined gameplay in its
best possible form, the Tomb Raider Definitive Edition stands
as the definitive version. Whether you are a newcomer to the
series or a veteran returning for a fresh playthrough, this Tomb
Raider Definitive Edition Guide is designed to help you
navigate every treacherous cave, solve every ancient puzzle, and
fully upgrade Lara’s arsenal. Let's delve into what makes this
edition a must-play and how you can master its challenges.

WHAT IS THE TOMB RAIDER DEFINITIVE EDITION?

Released for PlayStation 4 and Xbox One, the Tomb Raider
Definitive Edition is a comprehensive remaster of the 2013
title. It includes the base game, all previously released

downloadable content (DLC), and a host of technical
enhancements. For players following any Tomb Raider
Definitive Edition Guide, the first thing to note is the visual
overhaul. The game runs at a native 1080p resolution (with
higher resolution textures on PS4 Pro and Xbox One X) and
targets a smooth 60 frames per second. Character models,
especially Lara herself, have been significantly improved, with
more detailed hair physics courtesy of AMD’s TressFX technology.
The lighting, shadow effects, and environmental textures are all
noticeably sharper, creating a more immersive and atmospheric
experience on Yamatai.

Included Content and
Enhancements

Beyond the graphical uplift, the Definitive Edition bundles all the
extra content, making it a complete package. This includes:

e All multiplayer maps and modes: While the single-
player is the star, the multiplayer component offers
additional challenges.

* Weapon and outfit packs: Players get immediate access
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to bonus weapons like the Agency Pistol, Hailstorm SMG,
and the swift-triggering Avtomat Kalashnikov, along with
several exclusive outfits for Lara.

e Exclusive Tomb and Skills: The “Tomb of the Lost
Adventurer” is included, offering an extra challenge tomb
with a unique skill unlock.

e Director’'s Commentary: A unique feature that allows
players to explore the game while listening to behind-the-
scenes commentary from the developers. This is an
excellent resource for understanding the creative process.

e DualShock 4 and Xbox One Controller Features: The
touchpad on the PS4 controller is used for map navigation,
and the controller’s speaker emits in-game sounds like the
crackle of Lara’s radio, adding to the immersion. Similarly,
the Xbox One controller’s impulse triggers provide tactile
feedback during weapon use.

ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR SURVIVING YAMATAI

To truly thrive on the cursed island, you need more than just a
steady aim. This Tomb Raider Definitive Edition Guide would
be incomplete without offering strategic advice for the early,
middle, and late game. The island of Yamatai is a harsh teacher,
but these tips will help you progress efficiently.

1. Master the Art of

Scavenging

Resources are the lifeblood of your survival. Salvage is the
primary currency used to upgrade your weapons, and it is found
everywhere. As you move through the world, be incredibly
thorough.

e Search every container: Cardboard boxes, supply
caches, and duffel bags often hold salvage, ammunition,
and GPS Caches that grant bonus XP.

¢ Collect animal and plant resources: Hides, meat, and
rare plants like Lampodarie Moss are essential for
crafting upgrades for your skills and health. Always skin
animals you hunt.

¢ Use Survival Instinct: Press the designated button
(R3/RS) to highlight nearby interactive objects, enemies,
and resources. This is your most valuable tool for finding
hidden items.

2. Prioritize Weapon
Upgrades

Your weapons are your only line of defense against the island’s
hostile inhabitants and the Solarii Brotherhood. You can upgrade
them at any campfire. Your initial resources are limited, so
prioritize upgrades that offer the best return on investment.
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your first reliable firearm. Focus on Arrow Recovery for
the bow and Clip Capacity for the pistol early on. The
Silencer upgrade for the pistol is a fantastic tool for stealth
sections.

e Bow: Upgrading the bow’s Draw Speed and Stability is
critical. A faster bow allows you to line up headshots before
enemies detect you.

e Rifle and Shotgun: Later-game weapons benefit from
Damage and Recoil Reduction. The shotgun’s Wide
Choke upgrade is devastating in close quarters.

3. Complete Tombs for
Bonus Skills

Yamatai is littered with optional challenge tombs. These are
complex environmental puzzles that are completely separate
from the main story. While they offer a healthy amount of
salvage, their true value lies in the unique skill they grant upon
completion. For instance, the Chasm Shrine tomb grants
Cartographer, which reveals all collectible locations on the map.
The Summit Forest tomb grants Pathfinder, which highlights
climbable surfaces. Always seek out and complete every optional
tomb you encounter. They are the key to making Lara truly
formidable.

CHAPTERS

While a full chapter-by-chapter walkthrough would be thousands
of words long, this Tomb Raider Definitive Edition Guide
offers focused advice for the most challenging and pivotal
sections of the game. Understanding the flow of the story is
crucial to maximizing your progress.

The Descent into the
Mountain (Early Game)

The opening hours are a tutorial in survival. You are at your most
vulnerable. Your primary goals are to reach the Mountain
Village and then escape the flooding cave.

e Learn the Climbing Mechanics: The Climbing Axe is your
best friend. Look for white paint on ledges—this indicates
climbable surfaces.

 First Encounter with Wolves: Use your bow for stealth
kills. Headshots are instant kills. If you miss, a single
shotgun blast from a dead wolf will put it down, but
conserve ammunition.

e The Helicopter Crash: A scripted event that introduces
the game’s spectacle. Don’t panic. Follow the on-screen
prompts and move forward.



The Endurance and the
Beach (Mid Game)

This section marks a turning point where Lara gains more
confidence and better gear. You will encounter the Solarii for the
first time in significant numbers.

e Stealth is King: Use the bow for silent takedowns.
Approach enemy encampments from high ground. Use
bushes for cover. The Silent Killer skill eliminates enemies
without alerting others.

e The Base of the Solarii: This area is a hub. Take the time
to explore the surrounding area for collectibles. There are
several GPS caches hidden in the water and around the
perimeter.

¢ Fighting the Oni: The supernatural enemies are tough.
They are vulnerable to fire. Use fire arrows or Molotovs.
Aim for their heads and keep moving.

The Final Ascent (Late
Game)

The game’s climax is a relentless gauntlet. You will face waves of
enemies and a few boss encounters.

e The Endurance Explosion: A frantic escape sequence.

Just focus on sprinting and jumping when prompted. Do not
stop.

¢ Mathias’s Lair: The final confrontation with the game’s
antagonist. This is a puzzle boss. You need to use the
environment to damage the structure he is on. Focus on
the glowing weak points. Use your rifle for precision shots
from a distance.

e The Ascension: The final run to the summit. It is a linear
obstacle course. Keep moving, use your climbing axe to
break through weakened walls, and ignore the enemies if
possible—they are just there to distract you. Focus on the
path ahead.

COLLECTIBLES AND 100% COMPLETION

For the completionists, the Tomb Raider Definitive Edition is a
treasure trove of hidden items. This Tomb Raider Definitive
Edition Guide outlines the main categories of collectibles.

Types of Collectibles

1. GPS Caches: Small, green, glowing boxes usually hidden
in out-of-the-way locations. They provide a solid chunk of
XP and contribute to the “Treasure Hunter”
achievement/trophy.

2. Survivor Diaries and Documents: These are written
records and audio logs that flesh out the backstory of the
island and its inhabitants. They are usually found in camps,
buildings, and near dead bodies.
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3. Relics: Ancient artifacts from the Himiko era. These are
often found inside optional tombs or in specific locations
guarded by enemies.

4. Challenges: Each hub area has a set of optional
challenges (e.g., “Destroy 5 Flags” or “Burn 3 Effigies”).
Completing all challenges in an area grants a large XP
bonus.

5. Optional Tombs: As mentioned, these are complex
puzzles that grant a unique skill. There are seven in total.
Completing them all is essential for 100% completion.

Tips for Finding Everything

* Unlock Cartographer: This skill, earned from the Chasm
Shrine tomb, is the single most important tool for
completion. It reveals all collectible locations on your map.

e Check Your Map Frequently: The map is detailed. Use it
to identify which areas you have not fully explored. The
percentage of completion for each region is displayed.

e Fast Travel: Once you complete the main story, you can
fast travel between base camps. This makes cleaning up
missed collectibles much easier. Do not stress about finding
everything on your first playthrough; you can always
return.

e Use a Guide for Tombs: The optional tombs are the
hardest part of 100% completion. If you get stuck on a
puzzle, a dedicated puzzle guide is helpful. The reward is
always worth the effort.

UNLOCKING ALL SKILLS AND UPGRADES

Lara’s skill tree is divided into three categories: Survivor,
Hunter, and Brawler. Each requires experience points (XP)
earned from killing enemies, completing challenges, and finding
collectibles. You cannot unlock every skill in a single playthrough
without significant effort, so prioritize based on your playstyle.

Skill Tree Breakdown

e Survivor: Focuses on survival, resource gathering, and
stealth. Key skills include Cartographer, Pathfinder,
Silent Killer, and Keen Eye (which highlights collectibles
when using Survival Instinct from a distance).

e Hunter: Enhances ranged combat, primarily with the bow.
Skills like Focused Aim (slow-motion while aiming in mid-
air) and Bola Master (silent takedown from a distance) are
game-changers.

e Brawler: Improves melee combat and your ability to
withstand damage. Retaliation (counter-attacks) and
Irongrip (longer time on climbable ledges



