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THE ENDURING
QUESTION: IS
THERE A SEQUEL
TO GONE WITH
THE WIND?

Few novels have
captured the collective
imagination quite like
Margaret Mitchell's
1939 masterpiece,
Gone With The Wind.
Since its publication,
readers have been
swept away by the
tumultuous romance of
Scarlett O'Hara and
Rhett Butler against
the backdrop of the
American Civil War and
Reconstruction. The

novel's iconic final
line—"Tomorrow is
another day"—leaves
the story hanging on a
note of fragile hope
and unresolved
tension. This open-
ended conclusion has
sparked decades of
curiosity, leading
millions of readers to
wonder: Is there a
sequel to Gone With
The Wind? The
answer is more
complex than a simple
yes or no, involving
legal battles, critical
controversy, and a
literary legacy that has
proven nearly
impossible to continue.

In this article, we will
explore the official


https://everybodystreet.com/

sequel, its tumultuous
reception, the legal
and ethical challenges
of continuing Mitchell's
work, and the various
other attempts to
answer the question
that has haunted
readers for over eighty
years.

THE OFFICIAL
ANSWER: YES, BUT
WITH CONDITIONS

For those seeking a
direct answer to the
question "Is there a
sequel to Gone With
The Wind?" the short
response is yes. In
1991, Alexandra
Ripley published
Scarlett: The Sequel to
Margaret Mitchell's
Gone With the Wind.
This novel was
authorized by the
Mitchell estate and
published with great
fanfare, promising to
resolve the fates of
Scarlett and Rhett.

However, the story
behind this sequel is
far more interesting
than the book itself.

How the
Sequel

Came to
Be

Margaret Mitchell died
in 1949, leaving
explicit instructions in
her will that she did
not want any sequels
written to her work.
She famously stated
that she had no
interest in continuing
the story and believed
that the novel should
stand alone. For
decades, the Mitchell
estate respected this
wish. However, by the
late 1980s, the estate's
trustees reconsidered,
driven by commercial
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interests and the

persistent public
demand for a
continuation. They
approached several
prominent authors
before selecting

Alexandra Ripley, a
historical novelist who
had written extensively
about the American
South. Ripley was
given access to
Mitchell's notes and
research, and she
spent years crafting a
narrative that would
pick up where the
original left off.

The Plot
of
Scarlett

Ripley's novel begins
immediately after
Rhett's famous
departure. Scarlett
returns to Tara,

determined to win him
back. The story follows
her to Charleston,
where she attempts to
rekindle their
relationship, and then
to Ireland, where she
discovers her family's
ancestral roots. The
novel spans several
years and attempts to
provide the closure
that readers craved. It
addresses the central
guestion—will Scarlett
and Rhett
reunite?—while

expanding Scarlett's
world beyond the
American South.

THE CRITICAL AND
COMMERCIAL
RECEPTION

When Scarlett was
published, it became
an instant bestseller,
riding a wave of
publicity and fan
anticipation. It sold
millions of copies
worldwide and was



translated into
numerous languages.
Commercially, it was a
resounding success.
However, critically, it
was almost universally
panned. Reviewers and
devoted Gone With The
Wind fans criticized the
novel for several
reasons:

e Tone and Voice
- Many felt that
Ripley's writing
lacked the epic
scope, emotional
depth, and sharp
dialogue that
made Mitchell's

several
anachronisms
and liberties
taken with the
Reconstruction
era and Irish
history.
Character
Integrity - Die-
hard fans
objected to the
ways in which
Ripley handled
beloved
characters,
arguing that
Rhett was
softened and
Scarlett's edge

. was dulled.
original so The Ireland
compelling. Plot - Moving
Scarlett was Scarlett to
seen as less Ireland felt
complex and jarring to many
more one- readers who
dimensional. believed the

* Historical heart of the story
Acc?ura.cy h belonged in
While Ripley was Georgia
a historical
novelist, critics Despite the criticism,
pointed out Scarlett remains the
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only officially
authorized sequel. For
many readers, it
provides an answer to
"Is there a sequel to
Gone With The Wind?"
that satisfies their
curiosity, even if it
does not capture the
magic of the original.

THE TELEVISION
MINISERIES
ADAPTATION

The question "Is there
a sequel to Gone With
The Wind?" extends
beyond literature. In
1994, CBS produced a
television miniseries
adaptation of Scarlett,
starring Timothy
Dalton as Rhett Butler
and Joanne Whalley-
Kilmer as Scarlett
O'Hara. The miniseries
was a lavish production
filmed on location in
the United States and
Ireland. It received
mixed reviews, with
critics praising the

production values but
noting that the story
itself lacked the
emotional resonance of
the 1939 film. The
miniseries is available
on streaming platforms
today and remains a
point of reference for
fans seeking a visual
continuation of the
story.

OTHER SEQUELS
AND
CONTINUATIONS

While Scarlett is the
only official sequel, it is
far from the only
attempt to continue
the story. Over the
years, several other
projects have
emerged, each offering
a different answer to
the question "Is there a
sequel to Gone With
The Wind?"




Unauthori
zed

Sequels
and Fan

Fiction

The enduring
popularity of the novel
has inspired countless
unauthorized sequels,
parodies, and fan
fiction stories. These
range from
professionally

published novels that
exploit the public
domain status of
certain elements to
amateur works shared
online. Some notable
examples include:

e The Wind Done
Gone by Alice
Randall (2001) -
A controversial

parody told from
the perspective
of a enslaved
woman named
Cynara, who is
revealed to be
Scarlett's half-
sister. This novel
was the subject
of a high-profile
copyright
lawsuit, which
Randall
ultimately won,
establishing
important
precedents for
fair use and
parody.

Rhett Butler's
People by Donald
McCaig (2007) -
This novel was
authorized by the
Mitchell estate
and tells the
story from
Rhett's
perspective. It
spans the same
timeline as the
original novel
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and provides
deeper insight
into Rhett's
background and
motivations.

e Scarlett's Secret
by various
authors - A
series of
unauthorized
novels that
explore alternate
timelines and
secret histories
of the
characters.

Legal
Battles
and
Copyright
|ssues

The question "Is there
a sequel to Gone With
The Wind?" is deeply

entangled with
copyright law.
Margaret Mitchell's
estate has aggressively
defended the
intellectual property

rights associated with
the novel. The lawsuit
against Alice Randall's
The Wind Done Gone
was a landmark case.
The estate argued that
Randall's novel
infringed on their
copyright by using
characters and plot
elements from the
original. Randall's
defense was that her
work was a parody and
a critical commentary
on the racism inherent
in Mitchell's portrayal
of the Old South. The
court sided with
Randall, ruling that her
novel was
transformative and
protected under fair
use. This case opened
the door for other
critical and parodic



works but did not grant
blanket permission for
straightforward
sequels.

THE ETHICAL
DEBATE: SHOULD
A SEQUEL EXIST?

Beyond the legal and
commercial

considerations, there is
an ongoing ethical
debate about whether
a sequel to Gone With
The Wind should exist
at all. Margaret
Mitchell's explicit
wishes are well-
documented. She
considered the story
complete and did not
want anyone else to
write about her
characters. For many
purists, respecting the
author's intent is
paramount. They argue
that the open ending is
part of the novel's
power—it invites
readers to imagine
their own resolutions.

On the other hand,
fans argue that stories
belong to culture and
that continuing
beloved narratives is a
natural human
impulse. They point to
the success of sequels
to other classic works,
such as Wide Sargasso
Sea (a prequel to Jane
Eyre), as evidence that
sequels can enrich our
understanding of
original works.

THE MODERN
PERSPECTIVE:
REVISITING THE
ORIGINAL

In recent years, the
question "Is there a
sequel to Gone With
The Wind?" has
evolved. The original
novel and film have
been critically
reexamined for their
romanticized portrayal
of slavery and the
antebellum South. This
cultural shift has
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influenced how sequels
are viewed. Modern
readers are less
interested in a
straightforward
continuation of Scarlett
and Rhett's romance
and more interested in
stories that challenge
the original narrative.
Works like The Wind
Done Gone and Rhett
Butler's People reflect
this changing
sensibility by offering
marginalized
perspectives. The
Mitchell estate has
signaled a willingness
to commission sequels
that address modern
concerns, though no
major project has been
announced as of 2024.

WHY THE
QUESTION
PERSISTS

The enduring
fascination with a
sequel speaks to the
power of Mitchell's

storytelling. Gone With
The Wind is not just a
romance; it is a story
about survival, change,
and the human
capacity for resilience.
Scarlett O'Hara is one
of literature's most
memorable
characters—flawed,
fierce, and utterly
compelling. Readers
want to know what
happens to her, just as
they want to know if
Rhett truly stops
caring. The final scene
between them is one of
the most emotionally
devastating in literary
history, and the lack of
closure feels almost
unbearable. This
emotional investment
is why the question "Is
there a sequel to Gone
With The Wind?"
continues to be asked,
even decades after the
only official answer
was published.



CONCLUSION

So, is there a sequel to
Gone With The Wind?
Yes, there is one
official sequel—Scarlett
by Alexandra
Ripley—along with
several authorized and
unauthorized

continuations that offer
different answers and
perspectives. However,
none have achieved
the critical acclaim or
cultural impact of the
original. The question
remains open because,
in many ways, the
story cannot be
continued. Margaret
Mitchell's novel is a
product of its time, and
any attempt to extend

10

it must contend with
the original's immense
legacy, its problematic
elements, and the
simple fact that some
stories are best left
unfinished. For readers
who must have an
answer, Ripley's novel
and the other
continuations provide
closure. For everyone
else, the open ending
of Mitchell's
masterpiece remains
its most powerful and
enduring feature—a
reminder that, indeed,
tomorrow is another
day, and the story
continues only in the
imagination of each
reader who turns the
final page.
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