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INTRODUCTION:
REDISCOVERING
THE BBC'S VOYAGE
OF THE DAWN
TREADER

For generations of
readers, C.S. Lewis's
The Voyage of the
Dawn Treader has
stood as one of the
most beloved entries in
The Chronicles of
Narnia. It is a story of
adventure,

transformation, and
the search for meaning
beyond the horizon.
While many fans are
familiar with the 2010
big-budget Hollywood

film, an earlier and
equally treasured
adaptation exists: the
BBC Voyage of the
Dawn Treader.
Produced in 1989 as
part of the BBC's
landmark television
series of the Narnia
books, this version
holds a special place in
the hearts of those
who grew up watching
it. This article explores
the BBC's adaptation in
depth, examining its
production, its
faithfulness to the
source material, its
cast and effects, and
why it remains a
significant
interpretation  of
Lewis's classic tale.
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THE BBC'S NARNIA
SERIES: A
TELEVISION
LANDMARK

Backgrou
nd and

Productio
n Context

Between 1988 and
1990, the British
Broadcasting

Corporation (BBC)
produced a television
serial adaptation of
four of the seven
Narnia books. The
series began with The
Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe (1988),
followed by Prince
Caspian and The
Voyage of the Dawn
Treader (both aired in
1989), and concluded
with The Silver Chair

(1990). These were co-
productions with the
American network PBS
and WonderWorks,
making them widely
accessible to
audiences on both
sides of the Atlantic.
The adaptation was
ambitious for its time,
combining live-action
performances with
practical effects,
animatronics, and early
computer-generated
imagery. The BBC
Voyage of the Dawn
Treader comprised six
episodes of
approximately 25
minutes each, allowing
for a more detailed and
leisurely exploration of
the story than a
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Casting

of the
Dawn

Treader

One of the defining
strengths of the BBC's
adaptation is its
casting. The role of
Lucy Pevensie was
played by Sophie
Cook (succeeding
Sophie Wilcox who
played Lucy in the first
series), while
Jonathan R. Scott
portrayed Edmund
Pevensie. Their
casting reflected the
characters' growth, as
both actors were
slightly older, aligning
with the book's
timeline. The pivotal
role of Eustace
Clarence Scrubb was
memorably brought to

life by David
Thwaites. His
performance captured
Eustace's initial
insufferable nature, his
gradual

transformation, and his
eventual redemption

with a sincerity that
many fans consider
definitive. Samuel
West played the
dashing and noble
King Caspian, while
the voice of
Reepicheep was
provided by Warwick
Davis (the actor
behind the mouse in
costume was actually
John Nicholas). The
casting choices lent
the production a
grounded, theatrical
quality that remained
true to the spirit of
Lewis's work.

A FAITHFUL
JOURNEY: HOW
THE BBC




FOLLOWED THE

BOOK

The BBC Voyage of
the Dawn Treader is
widely praised for its
fidelity to the original
novel. Unlike some
adaptations that take
significant liberties
with the plot, the BBC
serial follows the
episodic structure of
the book with careful
attention. The story is
structured as a series
of island-hopping
adventures, each
presenting unique
challenges and moral
lessons. The BBC
version retains key
episodes that were
later altered or omitted
in the 2010 film,
including:

* The Lone
Islands: The
encounter with
the slave market
and Caspian's

decisiAD®WPTATION

abolish slavery, a
crucial moment
for his character
development.
Dragon Island:
Eustace's
transformation
into a dragon, his
isolation, and his
painful but
necessary
undragging by
Aslan, which is a
central metaphor
for redemption
and spiritual
transformation.
Deathwater
Island: The pool
that turns
everything to
gold, testing the
characters' greed
and morality.
The Island of
the Voices: The
invisible
Dufflepuds and
the humorous
yet profound
encounter with
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the Magician,
Coriakin.

e The Dark
Island: The
haunting place
where dreams
come true in the
worst possible
way, including
the appearance
of a sea serpent.

e The Island of
the Star: The
encounter with
the retired star
Ramandu and his
daughter,
leading to the
discovery of
Aslan's Country.

This episodic structure,
while potentially less
cinematic, allows the
television format to
honour the book's
sense of wonder and
its thematic depth.
Each island becomes a
stage for moral and
spiritual exploration,
mirroring Lewis's
original intent.

VISUAL EFFECTS
AND PRODUCTION
DESIGN: CHARM
OVER SPECTACLE

It is important to
approach the BBC
Voyage of the Dawn
Treader with an
understanding of its
historical and
budgetary context.
Produced in the late
1980s for television,
the special effects are
not comparable to
modern CGl
blockbusters. However,
what the production
lacked in high-tech
wizardry, it
compensated for with
creativity, charm, and
a tangible sense of
craft. The model work
for the Dawn Treader
ship itself is detailed
and evocative, and the
practical effects for
Reepicheep the mouse
(a combination of

puppetry,



animatronics, and a
small actor in a suit)
have a tactile quality
that many viewers find
endearing. The dragon
Eustace is a mix of a
full-sized animatronic
head and a suit worn
by an actor, and while
it appears dated today,
it possesses a physical
presence that some
argue is more
convincing than purely
digital creations. The
BBC adaptation relies
on atmosphere, strong
performances, and
imaginative set design
to transport viewers to
Narnia, rather than on
overwhelming
spectacle.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
FAITH,
TRANSFORMATION
, AND THE SEA

Eustace's
Redempti
on Arc

One area where the
BBC Voyage of the
Dawn Treader excels
is in its handling of the
novel's spiritual and
moral themes.
Eustace's journey from
a cynical, selfish boy to
a humbler, braver
individual is the
emotional heart of the
story. The BBC
adaptation allows this
arc to develop
gradually over multiple
episodes. The scene
where Aslan leads
Eustace to the pool to
be undragoned is
handled with particular
care. It is a moment of
vulnerability and grace,
and David Thwaites's
performance conveys
Eustace's pain, shame,
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and eventual relief.
The serial does not shy
away from the
Christian allegory that
underpins Lewis's
work, presenting
Aslan's role as a divine
guide and redeemer
with earnestness and
respect.

The Sea
aS d
Metaphor
for the
Spiritual
Life

The voyage itself is
presented as a
metaphor for the
spiritual journey. The
characters sail east,

toward Aslan's
Country, which

represents heaven or
ultimate reality. Along
the way, they must
confront their inner
demons, make moral
choices, and learn to
trust in something
greater than
themselves. The BBC's
more contemplative
pacing allows these
themes to resonate.
The haunting beauty of
the Dark Island and the
mysterious, hopeful
atmosphere of
Ramandu's Island are
given time to breathe,
allowing the audience

to reflect on their
meaning.
COMPARISON

WITH THE 2010
FILM ADAPTATION

A discussion of the
BBC Voyage of the
Dawn Treader would
be incomplete without
comparing it to the
2010 film adaptation
produced by Walden



Media and 20th
Century Fox. The two
versions are vastly

different  in  style,
scope, and intent.
BBC Version 2010 Film
Aspect (1989) Version
Six-part .
Format television Smgle feature
- film
serial
Very high; Moderlate; adds
PR follows new plot
Fidelity episodic elements (e.g.,
to book stpructure green mist,
Dark Island as
closely PR
main villain)

Practical

effects, Heavy CGl and
animatronics, digital effects
model work

More More action-
contemplative, oriented,
theatrical, and modern, and
literary cinematic

Effects

Tone

Quicker
Eustace Gradual, transformation,
nuanced .
portrayal ) more comedic
redemption o
initially
Voiced by Voiced by Liam

Ronald Pickup; Neeson;
appears appears more
sparingly prominently

While the 2010 film
benefits from modern
production values and
a broader audience
reach, the BBC version
retains a loyal
following for its
faithfulness to the
book's spirit and its
quieter, more
thoughtful approach.
Many fans argue that
the BBC serial captures

Aslan

the essence of Lewis's
writing more
accurately, even if it
lacks the polish of a
Hollywood production.

THE MUSIC AND
ATMOSPHERE

The score for the BBC
Voyage of the Dawn
Treader was
composed by Geoffrey
Burgon, who also
scored the earlier BBC
Narnia adaptations. His
music is haunting,
melodic, and deeply
evocative of the sea
and the mystical East.
The main theme, with
its sense of longing
and adventure, has
become iconic for fans
of the series. The
musical

accompaniment plays
a crucial role in
establishing the
atmosphere, whether it
is the eerie tension of
the Dark Island or the
joyful resolution at the
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World's End. The sound
design, including the
creaking of the ship's
timbers and the
lapping of waves, adds

to the immersive
quality of the
production.
LEGACY AND

CULTURAL IMPACT

The BBC Voyage of
the Dawn Treader
has enjoyed a lasting
legacy. For many
British and American
children of the late
1980s and early 1990s,
this was their first and
most formative
introduction to Narnia.
The serial has been
released on DVD and is
available on streaming
platforms, allowing
new generations to
discover it. It is
frequently discussed
on Narnia fan forums
and is considered a
benchmark for faithful
literary adaptation.

While it may not have
the global reach of the
later films, its influence
on the fan community
is profound. It also
demonstrated that
classic children's
literature could be
adapted for television
with intelligence,
respect, and artistic
merit.

WHERE TO WATCH
THE BBC VOYAGE
OF THE DAWN
TREADER TODAY

For those wishing to
experience the BBC
Voyage of the Dawn
Treader, it is available
on DVD as part of the
Chronicles of Narnia:
The BBC Television
Serial box set. It is
also available for
digital purchase on
platforms such as
Amazon Prime Video
and Apple TV in some
regions. Additionally, it
occasionally streams



on services like
BritBox. The episodes
are best watched in
sequence, as the serial
format allows for a

complete and
satisfying narrative
arc.

CONCLUSION: A
VOYAGE WORTH
TAKING

The BBC Voyage of
the Dawn Treader
remains a treasured
adaptation of C.S.
Lewis's classic novel. It
may lack the high-
definition spectacle of
modern cinema, but it
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and a deep
understanding of the
book's themes. For
fans seeking a version
that prioritizes
character, morality,
and the quiet wonder
of discovery, the BBC
serial is an enduring
gem. Whether you are
revisiting it from
childhood or
discovering it for the
first time, this voyage
to the Eastern End of
the World is one that
continues to inspire
and enchant. It stands
as a testament to the
power of thoughtful
adaptation and the

compensates with %

heartfelt performances, tlme.lelss a_pPea' of

faithful storytelling, LeW',SS vision of
Narnia.

10 Bbc Voyage Of The Dawn  2023-12-28

Treader



